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LETTERS 

TO AND F&Olt 

DR. SWIFT. 



TO THE REV. MR, JOHN KENDALL*, 

AT MR% BIBKHEA.D^S> OVER AGAINST THE FREE- 
SCHOOL, IN LEICESTER. 

Sir, FEfe. 11, 1691— 2. 

IF any thing made me wonder at your letter, it was 
your almost imiting me to do so in the beginning, 
which indeed grew less upon knowing the occasion ; 
since it is what I ha\'C heard from more than one in 
and about Leicester. And for the friendship be- 
tween us, as I suppose yours to be real ; so I think 
it would be proper to imagine mine, until you find 
any cause to believe it pretended ; though I might 
have some quarrel at you in three or four lines^ which 
are very ill bestowed in complimenting me. And 
as to that of my great prospects of making my 
fortune, on which as your kindness only looks on 
the best side, so my own cold temper, and uncoiv* 

• Vicar of Thornton, in Leicestershire. 

Vol. XI. B fined 



1 XXTT^aS 73 Jj:3 

issz cc rhac -B^ia::! » :rit sir^ccr c£ togt fetter; I 
fbiw fgnk zxs^zLj z::^ j-^c zia: tiir tttt onSoary 
cci^crricKica I zLZid^ v^jr^ ro:'^ b^ a. sale bcjoad 
fLe LmrfTHrT. bsxe ^&i^=r =e g UKHJirLMC enough 
coc s> rr::;^! ct Tarrsiet rH ( jr£c znr fiHtunc in 
tike vccid, «!ikh 1 2:=. 2;:rs vd dcc be a some jeais; 
2od CTd tbea Xiiflil I arr so hard to please^ dut 
I s&ppoec I i£iall pLT = cci r>^ rbe other vorkL — Hoir 
aH thar vjiii vrb rnj berLLrxnr to die voman in 
basdy Tcxi 2^3 cs^j imffgiacy vhen 3noa knov, that 
there U jorrjftri-g lh rre which mas be emplojed, 
and irhcn I asi ajcoe tuni^ all^ for vaot of piacnce, 
into specuIadoQ 2zA tiiougbt ; insonmch dnt diese 
sereo weeks I. hare been here, I have writ and 
burnt, and writ again upon all manner of subjects, 
more than perhaps any man in Eo^and. And this 
is it which a person of great honour in lodand 
(who was pleased to stoop so low as to look into 
mjr mind) used to tell me, that mj mind was like 
a conjured S|nrit, that would do mischief if I would 
not give it employment. It b thb humour that 
makes me so busy, when I am in company, to tura 
all that way ; and since it commonly ends in talk, 
whether it be love, or commoo conversation, it is 
all alike. This is so common, that I could remem- 
ber twenty women in my life, to whom I have 
behaved myself just the same way ; and I profess^ 
widioiit any other design than that of entertaining 
myself when I am ver)' idle, or when something 
goes amiss in my affairs. This I always have done 
as a man of the world, when I had no design for 
any thing grave in it, and what I thought at worst 
a harmless impertinence ; but, whenever I begin to 

uke 



ttikc sober resolutions, or as now, to think of en* 
tcriog into the church, I never found it would be 
hard to put off' this kind of folly at the porch. Be* 
sides, perhaps, in so general a conversation among 
that sex, I might pretend a little to understand 
where I am when I am going to choose for a wife j 
and though the cunning sharper of t!ie town may 
have a cheat put on him, yet it must be cleanlier 
carried than this which you think [ am going to 
lop upon myself. And truly, if you knew how 
metaphysical I am that way, you would little fear 
1 should venture on one who has given so much 
occasion to tongues : for^ though the people is a 
lying sort of beast (and I think in Leicester above 
all parts that I ever was in) yet they seldom talk 
without some glimpse of a reason, which I declare 
(so unpardonahly jealous I am) ro be a sufficient 
cause for me to liate any woman any farther than 
hare acquaintance. Among all the young gentle- 
lien that I have known who have ruined them- 
Tftlvcs by marrying (which I assure you is a great 
number) I have made this general rule, that they 
arc either young, raw, and ignorant scholars, who, 
for want of knowing company, believe every silk 
pcuicoat includes an angel ; or else these have been 
a son of honest young men, who perhaps are too 
literal in rather marr)ing than burning, and entail 
f misery on themselves and posterity, by an over- 
iCling modesty* I think, 1 am very far excluded 
from listing under either of these heads, I con- 
fess, I have known one or two men of sense enough, 
who, inclined to frolicks, have married and ruined 
tbem?*elves out of a maggot ; but a thousand house- 
bold thoughts J which always drive matrimony out 

a 2 of 
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of my mind whenever it chances to come there, will, 
I am sure, fright me from that; beside that I am 
naturally temperate, and never engaged in the con- 
trary, which usually produces those eftccts. Your 
hints at particular stories I do not understand ; and 
having never heard them but so hinted, thought 
it proper to give you this, to show you how I 
thank you for your regard of me ; and I hope my 
i^rriage will be so as my friends need not be asham-* 
cd of the name*. I should not have behaved my- 
self after that manner I did in Leicester, if I had not 
valued my own entertainment beyond the obloquy 
of a parcel of very wretched fools, which I so- 
lemnly pronounce the inhabitants of Leicester to be; 
$xid so I contented myself with retaliation. I hope 
you will forgive this trouble] and sovntb my service 
Co your good wife, I am, good cousin. 

Your very affectionate 

friend and servant, 

J, SWIFT. 

* This sentence b very inaccurate ; it ought to be either < and 
I hope my carriage will be sacb as% &fr.— or — « and I hope /• cany 
myself so as that my friends need not be ashamed of the name.' If 
the noun be used, it should have its correspondent pronoun ; if the 
verb, its adverb. 



TO 



QB. SWIFT. 



TO MR. WILLIAM SWIFT*. 

Sir, MOORE park^ not. 29, 1692. 

JVlY sister told me 'you was pleased (when she 
^•as here) to wonder I did so seldom write to 
you. I . . . . been so kind to impute it neither 
to ill mann • . . . respect. I always .... thought 
that sufficient from one who has always been but 
too troublesome to you. Besides, I know your 
aversion to impertinence, and God knows so very 
private a life as mine can furnish a letter with little 
else, for I often am two or three 'months without 
seeing any body beside the family ; and now my 
sister is gone, I am likely to be more solitary than 
before. I am still to thank you for your care in 
my iestimomum ; and it was to very good purpose, 
for I never was more satisfied than in the behaviour 
of the university of Oxford to me. I had all the 
civilities I could wish for, and so many .... 
favours, that I am ashamed to have been more 
obliged in a few weeks to strangers, than ever I 
was in seven years to Dublin college. I am not to 
take orders till the king gives me a prebend ; and 
sir William Temple, though he promises me the 
certaint}' of it, yet is less forward than I could wish, 
because (I suppose) he believes I shall leave him, 
and, upon some accounts, he thinks me a little ne- 

• This letter to his uncle (though somewhat imperfect, and ma- 
nifestly written in a hurry) certainly merits our regard, as helping 
to clear up some passages in the writer's life. 

B 3 cessary 
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ccssary to him*. If I were entertainment, or 

doing you any satisfaction by my letters, I should 
be very glad to perform it that way, as I ana bound 
to do it by all others. I am sorry my fortune should 
fling me so far from the best of my relations ; but 
hope that I shall have the happiness to see you some 
time or other. Pray my humble service to my good 
aunt, and the rest of my relations, if you please. 



TO MR. DEANE SWIFTf. 

LEICESTER, JUNE 3, I694. 

1 RECEIVED your kind letter to day from your 
sister ; and am very glad to find you will spare 
time from business so far as to write a long letter to 
one you have none at all with but friendship, which, 
as the world passes, is perhaps one of the idlest 
things in it. It is a pleasure to me to see you sally 
out of your road, and take notice of curiosities, of 
which I am very glad to have part, and desire you 
to set by some idle minutes for a commerce which 
shall ever be dear to me, and from so good an ob- 
server as you may easily be, cannot fail of being 
useful. I am sorry to see so much superstition in 
a country so given to trade ; I half used to think 

* Dr. Swift was at this time employed in revising sir William 
Temple's works fer the press, 
t A cousin of Dr. Swift's, then at Lisbom 

those 



DRp SWIFT* 

lose two to be incotiipatible* Not that I utterly 
dislike your procesisinn^ for rain or fair weatheri 
which, as trifling as tlicy are, yet have good ef- 
fects to quiet common heads, and infuse a gaping 
devotion among the rabble. But your burning the 
old woman, unless she were a duenna, [ sliall ncvTr 
be reconciled to ; though it is easily observed that 
nations which have most gallantry to the young* 
are ever the severest upon the old, I have not 
leisure to descant farther upon 5;our pleasing letter, 
nor any thing to return you from so barren a 
sceoe as this, which I shall leave in four days to- 
ward my journey for Ireland. I had designed a 
letter to my cousin Willoughby ; and the last fa- 
Tour be has done me requires a great deal of ac- 
knowledgment ; but the I bought of my sending so 
many before, has made me believe it better to mist 
you with delivering my best thanks to him, and that 
m will endeavour to persuade him how extremely 

isible of his goodness and generosit)' I am. I wish 
shall pray he may be as happy as he deser\'es, 
and he cannot be more. My mother desires her 
best love to him and to you, with both our services 
to my cousin his wife, 

I forgot to tell you I left sir William Temple a 
month ago, just as I foretold it to you ; and every 
thing happened thereupon exactly as I guessed. He 
i^is extremely angry I left him ; and yet would 
M oblige hinjself any farther than upon my good 
bcliaviour, nor would promise any thing firmly to 
me at all ; so that every body judged I did best to 
leave him. I design to be ordained in September 
next, and make what endeavours 1 can for some- 
tbifig in the church. I wish it may ever lie in my 
B 4 cousin'a 
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cousin's way or yours to have interest to bring me 
in chaplain of the factory. 

If any thing offers from Dublin that may serve 
either to satisfy or divert you, I will not fail of con- 
tributing, and giving you constant intelligence from 
thence of whatever you shall desire. 

I am 

Your affectionate cousin 
and servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



DR. SWIFT TO MRS. JANE SWIFT*. 

J 696. 

1 RECEIVED your kind letter from Robert by 
word of mouth, and think it a vast condescension 
in you to think of us in all your greatness : now 
shall we hear nothing from you for five months but 
We courtiers. Loory is well, and presents his hum- 
ble duty to my lady, and love to his fellow servant : 
but he is the miserablest creature in the world ; eter- 
nally in his melancholy note, whatever I can do ; 
and if his finger does but ache, I am in such a fright 
you would wonder at it. I pray return my ser\ice 
to Mrs. Kilby, in payment of her s by Robert. 

Nothing grows better by your absence but my 
ltdy*s chamber lloor, and Tumbledown Dick. Here 

* The doctor's sister* 

are 
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are three letters for you, and Molly will not send one 
of them ; she says you ordered her to the contrary. 
Mr, Mose* and I desire you will remember our love 
to the king, and let us know how he looks. 

Robert says, the czar-|- is there, and is fallen in 
love with you, and designs to carry you to Mus- 
covy ; pray provide yourself with muffs and sable 
tippets, &c. 

iEolus has made a strange revolution in the rooks 
nests ; but I say no more, for it is dangerous to med- 
dle with things above us. 

I desire your absence heartily ; for now I live in 
great state, and the cook comes in to know what I 
please to have for dinner : I ask very gravely 
what is in the house, and accordingly give orders 
for a dish of pigeons, or, &c. l^ou shall have no 
more ale here, unless you send us a letter. Here is a 
great bundle and a letter for you; both came together 
from London. We all keep home like so many cats. 



MRS. JANE swiFr TO :mr. deane 

SWIFT. 

MAY 26, 1699. 

IVlY poor brother has lost his best friend sir Wil- 
liam Temple, who was so fond of him whilst he 
lived, that he made him give up his living in this 

♦ Steward to sir William Temple, after whose death he married 
Mrs. Johnson, Stella's sister. 
+ Peter the great was then in England. 

country. 
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country, to stay with him at Moore Park.; and pro- 
mised to get him one in England. But death came 
in between, and has left him unprovided both of 
friend and living ! 



TO DR. KING. BISHOP OF DERRY. 

MY LORD, DUBLIN CASTLE, JULY l6, 1700. 

JL WAS several times to wait on your lordship at 
your lodgings ; but you were either abroad, or so en- 
gaged, that I could not be permitted the honour to 
attend you. I have an humble request to your lord- 
ship, that you will please to excuse me if I cannot be 
at the triennial visitation; for, my lord* and lady 
continually residing at the lodge, I am obliged to a 
constant attendance there. 

I am, with all respect^ 
My lord. 
Your lordship*s most obedient 
and most humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 

* Earl of Berkeley, then one of the lordi joiticet of Ireland. 



DR. 



I>E« SWIFT. 
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DR. SWIFT TO DR, TISBALL, 

JkS IKTIMATE FRIEWD OP MRS, ESTHER JOHKS0?ff, 
IX IRELAND. 



^ONOOX, DEC. 16, 1703. 

1 PUT great lioleoce on myself, in abstaining all 
this while from treating you with poliiicks, I wish 
you had been here for ten days^ during the highest 
and warmest reign of party and faction, that I ever 
knew or read of, u[K)n the bill against occasional 
conformity, which, tu'odays ago, was, upon the first 
reading, rejected by the lords. It was so universal, 
I obsen*ed the dogs in the streets much more 
contumehous and quarrelsome than usual ; and the 
very night before the bill went up, a cammittee of 
whig and tor)' cats, had a verj^ warm and loud debate, 
upon the roof of our house. But why should we won- 
der at that, when the very ladies are split asunder into 
high church and low, and out of zeal for religion, 
hare hardly time to say their prayers? The masks will 
have a crown more from any man of the other party, 
find count it a higli point of merit to a member, who 
will not vote on their side* For the rest, the whole 
body of the clergy, with a great majority of the 
JMniase of commons, were violent for this bilL As 
great a majority of the lords, among whom, all the 
bishops, but four, were against it : the court and 
fbe rabble (as extremes often agree) were trimmers. 
I would be glad to know men's thoughts of it in 
Ireland ; for myself, I am much at a loss^ though I 

was 
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was mightily urged by some great people to publish 
my opinion, I cannot but think (if mens highest 
assurances are to be believed) that scvcnJ, who were 
against this bill, do love the churchj and do hate or 
despise presbyter)^ I put it close to my lord Peter- 
borough just as the bill was going up, who assured me 
in the most solemn manner, that if he had the least 
suspicion^ the rejecting this bill would hurt the 
church, or do kindness to the dissenters, he would 
lose his right hand rather than speak against it. The 
like profession I had from the bishop of Sdisbury, my 
lord Somers, and some otliers ; so that I know not 
what to think, and therefore shall think no more ; 
and you will forgive my sa)ing so much on a nmt- 
ter, that all our heads have been so full of, to a 
degree, that while ir was on the anvil, nothing else was 
the subject of conversation, 1 shall return in two 
months, in spite of my heart, I have here the best 
friends in nature, only want that litdc circumstance 
of favour and power; but nothing is so civil as a 
cast courtier. Pray let the ladies know 1 had their 
letter, and will answer it soon i and that I obeyed 
Mrs. Johnson's commands, and waited on her mo^ 
I her, and other friend. You may add, if yoo please, 
tliat they advise her clearly to be governed by her 
friends there about the renewing her lease, and she 
may have her mortgage taken up here whenever she 
pleases, for the payment of her fine; and that we 
have a project for purting out her money in a cenaitl 
lady^s hands for annuities, if the pafliament goes on 
with them, and she likes it. 

rU teach you a way to outwit Mrs, Johnson ; it is 
a new fashioned way of being witty, and they call it 
a bite* You must ask a bantering que^tion^ or tell 

«ome 
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^^ led lie in a serious manner, and then 
n-itl answer or speak as if you were in earnest s 
«,... then cry you, madam, there's a bite, I would 
om have pu imdcnalue this, for it is the constant 
imuscment iti court, and every where else among the 
gfelt people ; and I let you know it, in order to have 
ii obtain among you, and teach you a new refine- 
ment. 



TO THE REV. MR, TISDALL. 



LONDON FEB, 3, 1703-4, 

X AM content you should judge the order of friend- 
ihip yau arc in with me by my writing to you, and 
iccordingly you will find yourself the first after the 
ladies i for I never write to any othcfj either friend 
or relation^ till long after* I cannot imagine what 
pifigrmph you mean in my former, that was calcu- 
bred for lord primate ; or bow you could show it 
him without being afraid he might expect to see the 
rest. But I will take better methods another time, 
afld you shall never, while you live, receive a syllable 
ftom me fit to be shown t§ a lord primate, unless it 
be yourself, Montaigne was angry to see his essays 
lie in the pariour window, and therefore wrote a 
cliapter that forced the ladies to keep it in their 
clojiets. After some such manner 1 shall henceforth 
use you in my letters, by making tkt:m fit to be seen 
by none but yourself- 

I am extremely concerned to find myself unable 
ta persuade you into a true opinion of your own 

littlcnesSj 



14 



tFTTEBS TO AND fnoU 



littleness, nor make you treat mc with more distanw 
and respect ; and the rather, because I find all your 
little pretensions are owing to the credit you pretend 
with two ladies who came from England. I allow 
indeed the chamber in William street to be little 
England by their influence ; as an ambaasador^s 
house, wherever it is, hath all the privileges of his 
master's dominions : and therefore^ if you ivrote the 
letter in their room, or their company (for in this 
matter ihcir room is as good as their company) I will 
indulge you a little. Then for the Irish legs yoti 
reproach mc with, I defy you, I had one indeed when 
I left your island ; but that which made it Irish is 
spent and evaporate, and I look upon myself now at 
upon a new foot. You seem to talk with great s^^ 
curity uf your establishment near the ladies ; though 
perhaps, if you knew what they say of you in their 
letters to me, you would change your opinion both 
of them and yourself — A bite*! — And now you 
talk of a bite, I am ashamed of the ladies' being 
caught by jtsu, w^htn I had betrayed you, and given 

them warning. 1 had heard before of the chok* 

ing, but never of the jest in the church : you m^Ly 
find from thence that women's prayers are things 
perfectly by rote, as they put on one stocking after 
another J and no more.^ — ^t^ if she be good at blun- 
ders, she is as ready at come ofFs \ and to pretend 
her senses were gone, %vas a vcrj' good argument she 
had them about hen — You seem to be mighty prmid 
(as you have re^on if it be true) of the part you have 
in tlic ladies* good graces, especially of her you call 
the party ; I am very much concerned to know* it ; 
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tmt, since it b an cnl I cannot remedy, I will tell 
lyoii a story : a cast mistress went to her rival, and 
rx postulated wirh her for robbing her of her loven 
After a long quarrel^ tindlng no good to be done ; 
Well," says the abdicated lady, *' keep him, and 
stop hira in your ar — ^* — " No^" says the other^ 
that will not be altogether so conTenient ; how^ 
** ever, to oblige you, I will do something that is very 
** near it "•— D/jti*. 

I am mightily afraid the ladies are very idle, and 
do not mind their book. Pray put them upon read- 
ing; and be always teaching something to Mrs. John- 
son, because she is good at comprehending, remem- 
ering, and retaining, I wonder she could be so 
Pwicked as to let tlie first word she could speak^ after 
choking, be a pun* I differ from you ; and believe 
the pun was just coming up, but met with the crumbs, 
id so, struggling for the wall, could neither of them 
^Ipt by, and at last came l>oth out together. 

It is a pleasant thing to hear you talk of Mrs* 
Dingley's blunders, when she has sent me a list with 
above a doz<:n of yours, that have kept me alive, and 
I hope will do so till 1 have them again from the 
fount ain head. — I desire Mrs, Johnson only to for- 
bear punning after the Finglas rate when Dilly*|- wa? 
at home, 

I rliank you for your billj which was a cunning 
piece of civility to prevent me from wanting. How- 
ever, I shall buy hats for you and Tom Leigh ; for 
I have lately a bill of twenty pounds sent nie for my- 



• Dr, Swift* it roust be aeknowledgcd, has here adopted the plan 
ftTMontiignc, which he mciidQm abQ ve~ 
tlhefUf. DUloa Aihc. 
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self, and shall take up ten more here^ . I saw IVm 
Leigh's brother in the court of requests, and, knowbg 
bim to be your friend, I talked with him ; and we 
will take some occasion to drink your healtk together^ 
and Tom Leigh's— I will not buy yoti any pamphlets, 
unless you will be more particular in telling me their 
names or their natures, because they are usually the 
vilest things in nature. Leslie has written several of 
late, violent against presbyterians add low church- 
men. If I had credit enough with you, you should 
never write but upon some worthy subject, and with 
long thought. But I look upcte you as under a ter« 
rible mistake,' if you imagine you cannot be enough 
distinguished without writing for the publick. Preach, 
preach, preach, preach, preach, preach ; that is cer- 
tainly your talent ; and you will some years hence 
have rime enough to be a writer. I tell you what I 
am content you should do t choose any subject you 
please, and write for your private diversicMi, or by 
way of trial ; but be not hasty to write for the world*. 
Besides, who that has a spirit would write in such s 
scene as Ireland ? — ^You and I will talk an hour on 
these matters. Pox on the dissenters and inde- 
pendents ! I would as soon trouble my head to write 
against a louse and a flea. I tell you what ; I wrote 
against the bill that was against occasional confor- 
mity ; but it came too late by a day, so I would not 
print it. But you may answer it if you please ; fiwr 
you know you and I are whig and tory. And, to 
cool your insolence a little, know that the queeo 
and court, and house of lords, and half the com- 
mons almost, are whigs ; and the number daily in- 
creases. 
I desire my humble scn'ice to the primate, whom 

I have 
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I hare not written ta, having not had opportunity 
to perform that business he employed me in ; but 
shM soon, now the days are longer. We are all 
here in great impatience at the king of Spain s delay, 
who ytt coorinucs in the isle of Wight ♦, 

My humble ser^ ice to dean Ry ves, Dillyj Jones -f^, 
and other friends. And I assure you nobody can 
possibly be more^ or I believe is half so entixel), 

IS. 
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DR. SWIFT TO THE SAME, 

LONDON, APRIL 10, i;04, 

ESTERDAY coming from the country I found 
four letter, which had been four or five days ar- 
rired, and by neglect was not forwarded as it ought. 
Voy have got three epithets for my former letter, 
%'hich I believe are all unjust: you say it was un- 
friendly, unkind, and unaccountable. The two 
fine, I suppose^ may pass but for one, saving (as 
capt* Flucllin $ays, the phrase h) a little variation. 

• The archduke Charles arrived at Spithcadi in hn way fiom 
UdQaod ro Porfygal, Dtc 26, j76|. By in vita ticn from qaeen 
Aiiie, lie vislrtd her majnty ai Windsor on the 19th. On the 
iniht vcf» to the teat ot ihe duke of Somerset at Pet wore h jrt 
itttKx; and fti sail for Pi^rcugalj J»n ^ ; but, being driven back 
bjrrooitifi' ^indsj ij was the tyth of i ebnaar)' before he arrived 

t ^« an tneodoie of dean J one!, in Dr. King'i Worki, vol* ii^ 

mo. 
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I shall therefore answer those two as I can \ and fdr 
the last, I return it you again by these pTesents* I 
assuring you, that there is more unaccountability in 
your letter's little finger, than in mine's whole body* 
And one strain I observe in it, whicli is frequent 
enough; you talk in a mystical sort of way, as if 
you would have me bclievx I had some great desigPf 
and that you had found it out : your phrases are, 
th:it my letter had the effect you judge I designed ; 
that you arc amazed to reflect on what you judge the 
cause of it : and wish it may be in your power to 
love and value me while you live, &c. In answer 
to all this, I might with good pretence enough talk 
starchly, and zttta ignorance of what you would be 
at; but ray conjecture is, that you think I obstructed 
your inclinations to please my own, and that my in* 
fentjons were the same with yours. In answer to all 
which, I will upon my conscience and honour tcU 
you the naked truth. First, I think I have said to 
you before, that if my fortunes and humour served 
me to thmk of that state* I should rertainlyj among 
all persons on earth, make your choice ; because I 
never saw that person whose conversation I entirely 
valued but hers ; this was the utmost I ever ga^i 
way to. And, secondly, I must assure you ^incerelVf 
that this regard of mine never once entered into my 
head to be an impediment to you ; but 1 judged it 
would, perhaps^ be a clog to your liling ia the 
world ; and I did not conceive you were then rich 
enough to make yourself and her happy and easy^i 
But lluit objection is now quite removed by what! 
you Ivave at present ; and by the assurances of Ea^ 
ton s livings. 1 told you indeed, that your au- 
tboriry was not sufficient to make overtures to. the 

motlirr, 
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motlier, without ttic daugliier*s giving me lea:^ 
f^ndo-her o\vn or her friend's hand, which^ I think, 

a right and a pntdent step. However, I told 
the mother immediatelyj and spoke with all the ad«- 
s you deserve. But the objection of your 
^t^..u..^ being removed, I declare I have do other; 

shall any consideration of my own misfortune of 
ioiing so good a friend and companion ai her, pre- 
vail on me, against her interest and settlement in the 
World, since it is held so necess:iry and convenient a 
thing for ladies to marry ; and that time takes, off 
fifom the lustre of virgins in all other eyes but minel 
[appeal to my letters to herself, whether I was your 
firieiid or not in the whole concern ; though the part 
I designed to act in it was purely passive, which is 
ihc utmost I will ever do in things of this nature, to 
liwd all reproach of any ill conseqaence, that may 
isue in the variety of worldly, accidents. Nay, I 
^cm so far both to her mother, herself, and I think, 
to you, as to think it could not be decently broken ; 
since I supposed the town had got it in their tongues, 
and therefore I thought it could not miscarry with- 
out some disadvantage to the lady's credit* I have 
always described her to you in a manner different 
fmoi those, who would be discouraging^ and must 
ifld» that though it has come in my way to converse 
with persons of ihelirst rank, and of that sex^ raor« 
than is usual to men of my level, and of our fuDC- 
tK>n ; yet I have nowhere met with an humour, a wit, 
or conversation so agreeable, a better portion of good 
sense, or a truer judgment of men and things, I mean 
here in England ; fur as to the ladies of Ireland^ I am 
t perfect stranger. As to her fortune, I think you 
know it already; and if you reiume your designs^ 

r 2 ' and 
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and wcmld have farther intelligence^ I stedl'send^od 
k filfticuhr account. 

^' I give you joy of your good fordines, and envy 
very much your prudence and temper, and love of 
peace and settlement ; the reverse of which has been 
the great uneasiness of my life, and is likely to can<* 
tinue so. And whit is the restilt ? En queiicon^ 
sevimus agros ! I find nothing but the good words 
and wishes of a decayed ministry, whose lives and 
mine will probably wear out before they can serve 
either my little hopes, or their own ambition^ 
Therefore I am resolved suddenly to retire, like a 
discontented courtier, and vent myself in study 
and speculation, till my own humour, or the acenie 
hcre^ shall change. 



. TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LORD^ LONDON, FEB. 5, 1707-8. 

1 HAVE been above a month expecting the re- 
presentation your grace was pleased to promise to 
^nd me^ which makes me apprehend your grace has 
been hindered by, what you complained of, the 
dergy*s backwardness in a point so very necessary to 
their service ; and it is time ill lost at this juncture^ 
while my lord lieutenant ♦ is here, and in great cre- 
dit at court, and would perhaps be more than or* 
dtnaxfly rei^ly to serve the church in Ireland. I^ I 

^ Tbomat Hnbtrt, ctrl of Pembioke. 
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K^Te 00 directions from your grace by the end of this 
mooth, I shall think of my return to Ireland agaiast 
the 25th of March, to endeavour to be chosen to the 
Hring of St. Nicholas^ as I have been encouraged tQ 
hope ; but would readily return^ at a week's wara- 
ing, to solicit that affair with my lord lieutenant 
while he stays here, or in any other manner your 
gmee will please to direct. 

Your grace knows long before this^ that Dr. MiUs • 
is bishop of Waterford, The court and archbishop 
of Canterbury were strongly engaged for another per* 
wq, liot much suspected in Ireland, any more than 
the choice already made was^ I believe, either here 
or ihere. 

The t%^o houses are still busy in lord Peterbo- 
Tougb's affair, which seems to be little more than 
an amusement, which it is conceived might at this 
time be spared, considering how slow we are said to 
he in our preparations; which^ I believe, is the only 
itaaon why it was talked the other day about the 
town» as if there would be soon a treaty of peace. 
There u a report of my lord Galway's death, but it 
b not credited. It is a perfect jest to see my lord 
Peterborough, reputed as great a whig as any iti 
England, abhorred by his own party, and caressed 
by ihe tones. 

The great question, whether the number of men 
in Spain and Portugalj at the time of the battle of 
Almanza, was but 8600, when there ought to haye 
been 29600, was carried on Tuesday in the affirm- 
atire, agiinst the court, without a division, whicl} 

•Dr, Tbomai MlIU wat bishop of Waterford from 1707 to 
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was occasioned by 911 Thomas Hanmer's oratory/ 
It seems to have been no party question, there be- 
ing many of both glad and sorry for it. The court 
has not been fortunate in their questions this ses- 
sion; and I hear some of both parties expressing con- 
trary passions upon it. I tell your grace bare mat- 
ters of fact, being not inclined to make reflections ; 
and, if I were, I could not tell what to msktr u^ 
oddly people are subdivided, 
I am, my lord, 

your grace*s most obedient 
.and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT, 



MR. ADDISON TO DR. SWIFT. 

SIR, FEB. 29, I7Q7-8. 

JVlR. Frowde tells me, that you design me the 
honour of a visit to morrow morning ; but my lord 
Sunderland having directed me to wait on him at 
rtine o^cIock, I shall take it as a particular favour, if 
you will give me your company at the Greorgc in 
Pall Mall about two in the afternoon, when I may 
hope to enjoy your conversation more at leisure, 
which I set a very great value upon. I am, sir, your 
most obedient humble servant. 

J. ADDISON. 

Mr. Steele and Frowde will dine with us. 

DR. 
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LONDOJI, APRIL 15, 1708. 



1 WONDER whether in the midst of your build- 
ings, you ever consider that I have broke my shins, 
and have been a week confined, this charming wea-. 
ther, to my chamber^ and cannot go abroad to bear 
the oightingalesj or pun with my lord Pembroke* 
Pug is very weU, and Ukes London wonderfully, but 
Greenwich better^ where we could hardly keep him 
Erom hunting down the deer. I am told by some at 
court, that the bishop of Kildare is utterly bent 
upon a removal on this side, though it be to St, 
Ajaph : and then the question must be> whether 
Dr. Pratt will be dean of St. Patrick's, minister of St, 
Catherine's, or provost ? For I tell you a secret^ 
ihat the queen is resolved the next promotion shall 
be to one of Dublin education : this she told the 
lord lieutenanL Your new Waterford bishop franks 
his letteri, which no bishop docs that writes to me i 
I suppose it is some peculiar privilege of that see. 
The dissenters have made very good use here of your 
frights in Ireland upon the intended invasion ; and 
the archbishop writes me wardj that the address of 
Dublin city will be to the same purpose, which I 
lliink the clergy ought to have done their best to 
pftvciir, and I hope they did so. Here has the Irish 
speaker been soliciting to get the test clau^ repealed 
by an act here ; for which I hope he will be im- 
[sached when your parliament meets again, as well 
8s for some other things I could mention. I hope 

c 4 yo^ 
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you will be of my opinion in what I have told the 
archbishop about those addresses. And if his grace 
and clergy of the province send an address^ I desim 
I may present it, as one of the chapter, which is the 
regular way ; but I beg you will endeavour among 
you, that the church of Ireland gentlemen may send 
an address to set the queen and court right about 
the test; which every one here is of opinion yoa 
should do ; or else I have reason to fear it will be 
repealed here next session ; which will be of temible 
consequence, both as to the thing and the manner, by 
the parliament here interfering in things purdy of Ire- 
land, that have no relation to any interest of theirs. 

If you will not use me as your book-buyer, make 
use of sir Andrew Fountain, who sends you bis hunoh* 
ble service, and will carry over a caigo as big as yoa 
please toward the end of summer, when he and I 
intend my lord lieutenant * shall come in our com- 
pany without fail, and in spite of Irish reports, that 
say we shall come no more^ 

I reckon by this time you have done with masons* 
and carpenters, and are now beginning with u|>- 
holsterers, with whom you may go on as slow and 
soberly as you please. 

But pray keep the garden till I come. 
I am^ sir, 

your most feithful humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

Direct the enclosed, and deliver it to the greatest' 
person in your neighbourhood. 

* Thonuisj earl of Pembroke. 

DR. 
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i WRIT to you some weeks ago, and enclosed (as 
rKwv) a letter to your neighbour. But I fear it was 
kkinapped by some privateer^ or else you were 
hmy or forgetful ; or which is full as good, per- 
haps it had no need of an answer, and I would not 
for a good deal, that the former had miscarried, 
because the enclosed was wonderfully politick, and 
would have been read to you, as this, I suppose^ 
will, though it be not half so profound. Now are 
you gone some summer ramble, and will not re- 
ceive this in a fonnigbt ; nor send the enclosed in 
IS tnuch more* I have often begged you would 
let me buy you one fifty pounds worth of books ; 
but now I have been here so long, I believe you 
Will have reason to apprehend I may sink the mo- 
ney. Sir A, Fountain will never be satisfied till he 
gets into the Httk rooip, with the three A^hes, the 
biihop of Killala, and myself, to be happy at the 
apcn&eofyour wine and conversation. Here is a 
liglit of two girls joined together at the back, which, 
in the newsmonger's phrase, causes a great many 
S|>cculations ; and raises abundance of questions in 
<livin!Ty, law, and physic k* The boys of our town 
we mighty happy, for we are to have a beheading 
oat week, unless the queen will interpose her mercy* 
Hcftis a long lampoon publickly printed, abusing 
by name at length, all the young people of quality, 

tliat 
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that walk in the park*. These are effects of oUr f 
liberty of the press. 

I long to know what is become of your new house^ 
whether there is yet a union between that and the 
little one, or whether the work stops for want of 
mpney ; and you pretend it is only, that the boards 
may have time to season. We are still in pain for 
Mr. Dopping^s being in one of the packet boats that 
were taken. He and many more have vowed never 
to return to England again ; which, if they forge^ 
they may properly be called vows written in water. 
• Pray, sir, let me hear from you s6me time this 
hot weather, for it will be very refreshing ; and I am 
confined by business to this ugly town, which, at this 
Heason of the year, is almost insufferable. 

I am, Sir, ; 

yow mo^t faithful humble servant, , 

J-S. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 



MY LORD^ J^ONBON, JUNB 10, \70B. 

1 SENT your grace a long letter several week^ 
ago, enclosed in one to the dean-|-. I know not 
whether it came to your hands, having not since 

* A poem by Oldiswortbi under the tide of <' St. James's 

. + Dr. Sterne. 
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bcoi honoured with your commands. I believe I 
tutd your grace, that I was directly advised by my 
lord Sunderland, my lord Somers, Mr* Southwell, 
m*i others, to apply to my lord treasurer *, in be- 
half of the clergy of Ireland * and lord Sunderland 
undertook to bring me to lord treasurer^ which was 
put off for some time on account of the invasion^. 
For, it ii the method here of great ministers, when 
any pubUck matter h in hand, to make it an excuse 
(m putting oft all private application* I deferned 
it some time longer, because I had a mind my lord 
Sunderland should go along with me ; but either 
the one or the other was ali^^ays busy, or out of 
the way ; however, his lordship had prepared lord 
freasyrer, and engaged him (as he assured me) to 
tliink well of the matter ; and the other day lord 
treasurer appointed me to attend him. He took 
QIC into a private room, and I told him my story ; 
that I was commanded by your grace, and desired 
by some other bi^^hops, to use what little credit [ 
hadf to solicit (under the direction of my lord lieu- 
tenant) the remitting of the first fruits ; which^ 
from the favourable representation of bis lordship 
to the queen about four years ago, the clergy were 
cocouiaged to hope would be granted : that I had 
been told it might be of use, if some person could 
be admitted to his presence, at his usual times of 
being attended, in order to put him in mind ; for 
the rest, they relied entirely on his excellency's 
good oftice, and his lordship's dispositions to favour 
tbc church t He said, in answer, he was passive 
^ this business : that he supposed my lord lieu- 
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tenant would engage in it, to whom* if I pleased, 
he would repeat wtiat I had said. I replied, I had 
the honour of being well known to hts excellency ;, 
that I intended to ask his leave to solicit this mat- 
ter with his lordship, but had not naentioned it yet, 
because I did not know whether I had credit enough 
to gain that access he was now pleased to honour 
me with : that upon his lordship's leave to attend 
him^ signified to me by the carl of Sunderland, 
I went to inform his excellency, not doubting hif 
consent i but did not find him at home, and there- 
fore ventured to come : but, not knowing bow bi$ 
excellency might understand it, I begged his lonl- 
ship to say nothing to my lord lieutenant, until I 
had the honour to wait on him again. This my 
lord treasurer agreed to, and entering on the sub-. 
ject, told me, that since the queen's grant of the 
first fruits here, he was confident, not one clergj- 
man in England was a shilling the better. I told 
him, I thought it lay under some incumbrances ; 
he said, it was true ; but besides, that it was wholly 
abu-sed in the distribution ; that a^ to those in Irc-^ 
land, they were an inconsiderable thing, not above 
lOOOh or lOOOL a ypar, which was almost no- 
thing for the queen to grant, upon two condiciom % 
First, That it should be well disposed of: And, 
secondly. That it should be well received, with duo 
acknowledgments ; in which cases he would give 
his consent : otherwise, to deal freely with me, he 
never would- I said, as to the firs^t, that I was 
confident the bishops would leave the methods of 
disposing it entirely to her majesty's breast ; as ta 
the second, her majest)' and his lordship might 
count upon all the acknowledgments that the most, 

grateful 
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gfaicfbl and dutifiil subjects could pay to a prince. 
That I had the misfortune to be altogether un- 
Jmown to his lordship, else I should presume to ask 
him, whether he understood any particular acknow- 
Icdgtncnts ? He replied, By ackjiowledgments, I 
do not mean any thing under their hands ; but I 
will so far explain myself to tell you, I mean better 
acknowledgmentB than those of the clergy of Eng- 
land. I then begged his lordship to give me his 
ftdvicc, what sort of acknowledgements he thought 
fittest for the clergy to make, which I was sure 
would be of mighty weight with them. He an- 
wcrcd, I can only say again, such acknowledg- 
ments as they ought. We had some other discourse 
rf less moment ; and after license to attend him on 
occasion, I took my leave, I tell your grace these 
particulars in his very words, as near as I can re- 
collect, because I think them of moment, and I 
believe your gmce may think them so too* I told 
Southwell all that had passed^ and we agreed in our 
comments, of which I desired him now to inform 
you^ He set out for Ireland this morning : I am* 
resolved to see my lord Sunderland in a day or two^ 
and relate what my lord treasurer said, as he has 
comiiianded me to do j and perhaps I may prevail 
on him to let me know his lordship's meaning, to 
which I am prepared to answer, as Mr. Southwell 
will let you know. At evening, the same day, I 
attended my lord lieutenant, and desired to know 
what progress he had made ; and at the same time 
proposed , that he would give me leave to attencj 
lord treasurer, only as a common solicitor, to refresh 
his memory* I was very much surprised at his 
answer, that the matter was not before the trea- 
surer. 
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smw, but entjteljr with the queen, and therefote ifj 
was needless ; upon which I said notliing of hsv-^ 
ing been there. He said, he had writ lately to 
jom grace an account of what was done ; that 
some progress was made ; that they put it off be- 
cause it was a time of war, but that he had some_ 
hopes it would be done : but this is only such at 
account as his excellency thinks fit to give, although! 
I send it your grace by his orders. I hope that in 
his letters he is fuller. My lord treasurer on the 
other hand assured me, he had the papers (\thich 
his excellency denied) and talked of it as a matter 
that hacJ long bin before him, which several per- 
sons in great employments assure me is and must bo 
true. Thus your grace sees that I shall hare no^ 
thing more to do in this mattefj fanlier than pur-- 
suing the cold scent of asking his excellency, onc^i 
a month how it goes on ; which, 1 think, I hactj 
as good forbear, since it will turn to httkr account* 
All I can do is, to engage my lord Sunderland'i 
interest witli my lord treasurer, whenever it it 
brought before him ; or to hint it to some otbef 
persons of power and credit ; and likewise to endea- 
vour to take oti' that scandal the clergy of Ireland i 
He under, of being the reverse of what they reallj^^ 
are, with respect to the revolution, loyalty to the" 
queen, and settlement of the crowti ; which is here 
tlic construction of the word tory, 

I design to tell my lord treasurer, that, this beingf 
4 matter my lord lieutenant has undertaken, he doef 
not think proper I should trouble liis lonbhip ; aftci* 
which, recommending it to his goodness ^ shall for- 
bear any farther mention. I am sensible how lame 
ccdicm^ ati account this is, and humbly beg' yow^ 

graces 
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gracq*s pardon ; but I still insist, that if it bad been: 
solicited four yeara ago by no abler a hand than my 
orwn^ while the duke of Ormond was in Ireland, it 
might have been done in a month ; and I believe 
it may be so still, if his excellency lays any weight 
qf his credit upon it ; otherwise, Grod knows when. 
For myself, I have nothing more to do here but to 
attend my lord lieutenant's motions, of whose return 
we are very uncertain, and to manage some personal 
affairs of my own. I beg the continuance of your 
grace's favour, and your blessing ; and am, with aU 
respect^ 

Your grace's most obedient, &c. 



ANTH. HENLEY, ESQ. TO DR. SWIFT. 

GRANGE, SEPT. l6, 1708. 

X ESTERDAY the weatherglass was at 28 inches^ 
which is lower than ever I saw it ; the wind was at 
east, a very dull quarter ; the garden so wet, there, 
was no looking into it; and I myself, by conse- 
quence, in the spleen. Before night, the glass rose, 
the wind changed, the garden dried, I received your 
letter, and was as well as ever I was in my life, to my 
thinking, though perhaps you may think otherwise. 
The reason why your letter was so long a coming to 
my hands, was, its being directed to me near Win- 
chester ; and Alresford is the post town nearest to 
me. If the officers should come to you, doctor, if 

. . . you 
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you want a security^ that your children shan*t be 
troublesome to the parish, pray make use of me^ Fit 
stand 'em all, though you were to have as many as - 
the Holland countess. We have had a tedious ex- 
pectation of the success of the siege of Lble : the 
country people begin to think there is no such thin^ 
and say the newspapers talk of it to make people 
bear paying taxes a year longer. I don't know 
how Steele* will get off of it ; his veracity is at 
stake in Hantshire. Pray desire him to take the 
town, though he should leave the citadel for a nest-* 
egg. I han*t the honour to know colonel Hunter i 
but I never saw him in so good company as you 
have put him, lord Halifax, Mr. Addison, Mr. Con- 
grevc, and the gazetteer. Since he is there, let him 
stay there. Pray doctor, let me know whether 
writing letters be talking to one's self, or talking 
to other folks : for I think the world has settled 
it, that talking to one*s self, which oftends no body, 
is madness ; and talking to other people, which ge- 
nerally is not quite so harmless, is wit, or good breed- 
ing, or religion, or — I wont write a word more till 
you have sarisfied me what I have been doing all 
this while. I am sure one need not have writ two 
pages to introduce my assuring you, that I am 

Tour most affectionate humble servant, 

A. HENLEY. 

* ' Who was writer of the gazette* 
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ANTH. HENLEY, ESQ.. TO DR. SWIFT. 

DEAR I>OCTOfi, KOV. 2, 1708. 

1 HOUGH you won't send me your broomstick*, 
ni send you as good a reflection upon death as even 
Adrian^s himself, though the fellow was but an old 
fiumer of mine, that made it. He had been ill a 
good while ; and when his friends saw him a going, 
they all came croaking about him as usual ; and one 
ci them asking how he did ? he replied, in great 
pain, '^ If I could but get this same breath out of 
« my body, Fd take care, by G — , how I let it come 
« in agiun.** This, if it were put in fine Latin, I 
fancy would make as good a sound as any I hava 
met with* 

lam. 
Your most affectionate liumble servant, 

A. HENLEY. 



MR. HENLEY TO DR. SWIFT. 

KEVEREND SIR, 

It is reported of the famous Regiomontanus, that 
he framed an eagle so artfully of a certain wood, 

* Meditation on a Broomstick, written by Dr. Swift about this 
time. 

Vol. XI. D that 
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;ihat upon the approach of the emperor Maxioiilian 
tp the opulent city of Nuremberg, it took- wing, 
'' and flew out of the gate$ to meet him, and (as qt/ 
author has it) appeared as though alive. Give me 
leave to attribute this excellent invention to the 
vehement desire he had tp entertain his master 
with sometjiing extraordinary, and to say with the 
poet^ 

Amor addidit alas. 

I am trying a like experiment, whether I cannot 
make this composition of old rags, galls, and vitriol^ 
fly to Dublin ; and if (as the moving lion, which 
was composed by an Italian chymist, and opened 
his breast, and showed the imperial arms painted 
on its heart) this could disclose itself, and discover 
to you the high esteem and affection I have for 
you, I should attain my end ; and not only sacri- 
,fice a hecatomb^ but cry put, with extatick Archi- 
niedes, stieiixa, 

I should not have presumed to imagine, that 
you would deign to cast an eye on any thing pro? 
ceeding from so mean a hand as mine, had I not 
been encouraged by that character of candour and 
sweetness of temper, for which you a^:c so justly ce- 
lebrated ^nd esteen^ed l)y all good fncn, i\ the de- 
Vicids humani generis ; and I make no question, but, 
like your predecessor, an emperor again, you reckoi) 
every day as lost, in which you have not an oppor* 
tunity of dping some apt of beneficence. I was 
moreover emboldened fa^y the adage, which does 
not stick tp a^rip, tl^at one of the most despicable 
of animals may look upon the greatest of queens ; 
as it has been proved to a demonstration by a late 

tnost 
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most judicious author, whom (as I take it) you bave 
nouchsafed to imEnortali2c by your learned lucubra- 
tions •, And as proverbs are the wisdom of a na* 
tion, io I take the naturalizing such a quantity of 
f ery expressive ones, as we did by the act of union, 
to be one of the considerablest advantages we shall 
reap from it : and I do not question but the nation 
will be the wiser for the future- 

But I have digressed too f^^r, and therefore resume 
my thread* I know tny own un worthiness to deserve 
jrtmr &vour ; but let this attempt pass on any ^c^ 
count for some merit. 

Ip magnis rolui^se sat est. 

And though aJI cannot be sprightly like F — d, wise 

like T rSj agreeable like B — ^-4h, polite like 

P r — -de, or, to sum up all, though there be 

Hut one phoenix, and one kpidissmtm homtmcto^ 
T — p — m ; yet since a cup of cold water was not 
m unacceptable present to a thirsty emperor, I may 
flatter myself* that this tender of my services (how 
mean soever) may not be contemned ; and^ though 
I fall from my great attempt, '; 

Spero trovar pieta non che perdono, 

as that mellifluous ornament of Italy, Franciscus 
Petrarcha, sweetly has it, 

Mr. Crowdcr I have often heard affirm, and the 
fii*e thinkers of all ages have constantly held, that 
much good may be attained by reading of history. 



* Tlw lucubratloni of Loae Bidceniafl^ in the Tader. 

P '2 And 
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And Dr. Sloane is of opinion, that modem trayels 
are very behoveful toward forming the mind^ and 
enlarging the thoughts of the curious part of man*-' 
kind. 

Give me leave to speak a little from both theao 
topicks. 

In the Roman triumphs, which were doubtless tho 
most august spectacles that were ever seen, it was 
the constant custom, that the publick executioner 
^ould be behind the conqueror, to remind him 
(says my author) frond time to time, that these hon 
nours were transitory, and could not secure him from 
the severity of the laws, 

0)1. Morrison of the guards [he lives next door 
to Tart-Hall] his father was in Virginia, and being 
like to be starved, the company had recourse to a 
learned master of arts; his name was Venter, h^ 
advised them to eat one another /our^^ix^^r le i€ms^ 
and to begin with a fat cook-maid. She had cer^ 
tainly gone to pot, had not a ship arrived just in the 
nick with a quantity of pork, which appeased their 
hunger, and saved the wench*s bacon. 

To apply these ; Did you never (when rioting in 
the costly dainties of my lord high admiral's ♦ table, 
when the polytasted wine excited jovial thoughts, 
and banished serious reflections) forget your frail 
mortal condition ? Or when, at another time, you 
have wiped the point of a knife, or perhaps with $ 
little spoon taken some Attick salt out of Mrs. F — \ 
<:ad$nat ; ^d, as the poet sings, 

(Jui sedcns ad versus idemidem— — 
Spectat et audit. 

* Thomas, carl of Pembroke. 

Did 
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Did ydu not think yourself par Deo ? Pray God yDu 
tSd not ; pray God j ou did not tliink yourself su^ 
perare dwos* 

Cofife^s the truch, doctor, you did ; confess ir, 
and repent of it, if it be not too late : but alas ! I 
fear ir i». 

And now, methinks, I look down into that bog 
all flaming with bonnyclabber and usquebaugh ; and 
hear you gnashing your teeth and crjnng, Oh J what 

uld I give now for a glass of that small beer, I 
t0 say was sour ! or a pinch of that snuft^ 
which I used to say was the cursed'st stutF in the 
world I and borrow as much as would lie on a shiU 
liog the minute after. Oh 1 what would I give 
to have had a monitor in those moments to have put 
me in miod of the sword hanging by a twine-thread 
DTcr ray hcad» and to have cried in a voice as loud 
as S— th<^rss MewteniOf doctor^ qtda Hilmims [ir, 

Erery man in the midst of his pleasures should 
remember the Roman executioner : and I have been 
assured^ that had it not been for the unfortunate loss 
of his myal highness the prince *j sir Charles Dun* 
comb -f^ would have revived that useful ceremony, 
which might be very properly introduced in the lord 
tnayor^s cavalcade. 

I would not be mistaken either in what has gone 
bcforCp or in that which is to follow, as if I took you 
ttt be 1 bellygod> an Apiciu% or him that wished 
his neck as long as a crane' s^ that he might have 
tlie greater pleasure in swallowing, No^ dear doc- 

• Of Denmark J who died October i^t 1 70S* 
i Lord msiyor of London, In 170$* 
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tor, 6r be k torn me to dnnk joe Efkmn ifgrig& 
f^amu I \ssam indeed too aie hdhm, bat *tis B* 
hrtMum^ as die learned Dr. Accepted Picucn, mne 
time afcbbtsliop of York, was ; and ingemt^ as die 
quaint Dr. OSsprix^ Bbckall, novr bishop of Exe- 
ter, is. Therefore let us return to the use which 
may be made of modem travels^ and apply Mr. Mor* 
rison*s to jour condition. 

You are now cast on an inhospitable island ; no 
tnathemadcal figures on the sand, no vestigm to- 
minum to be seen ; perhaps at this very time reduced 
to one single barrel of damaged biscuit, and short 
allowance even of salt water. What's to be done ? 
Another in your condition would lodt about ; per- 
haps he might find some potatoes ; or get an old 
piece of iron, and make a harpoon, and if he found 
Higgon sleeping near the shore, strike him and eat 
him. The western islanders of Scotland say, *tis 
good meat, and bis train oil, bottled till it mantles, 
is a delicious bererage^ if the inhabitants of Lapland 
ore to be credited. 

But this I know is too gross a pabulum for onCi 
who (as the chameleon lives on air) has always hitherto 
lived on wit ; and whose friends (God be thanked) 
design he should continue to do so, and on nothing 
else. Therefore I would advise you to fall upon old 
Joan ; eat, do I live to bid thee ; eat Addison * : 
and when you have eat every body else, eat my lord 
lieutenant ^ [he is something lean] God help the 
while ; and though it will, for aught I know, be trea- 
son^ there will be nobody left to hang you, unless 

* Then lecreurjr to the earl of Wharton, lord lieutenant of Ire- 
land. 

+ Earl cf Wharton. 

you 
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you should tliink fit to do yourself that favour ; 
which if you should; pray don't write mc word of it| 
l>ccause I should be very sdrry tD hear of any ill that 
should happen to you, as being with a profound vc- 
nctation, one of the greatest of your admirers, 

T. B- or any other two letters j^ou like better. 

Pray direct your answer to me, at the Serjeant*^ 
Head in Cornwall ; or at Mr. Sentiment's, a putty 
umer, in Common Garden^ in the Phhs. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING, 



MY LOHB» 



LONDON KOV. Qj 1708** 



1 OUR grace's letter of September 7, found me ifi 
Kent, where I took the opportunity to retire, dur- 
ing my lord Pembroke's absence with his new lady, 
who are both expected to morrow, I went after- 
ward to Epsom, and returned but yesterday: this 
Wis the cause of my so long omitting to acknow- 
ledge your letter I am ready to agree with your 
grace, that very wrong representations are made of 
things and persons here, by people who reside on 
this side but a short time, converse at second or third 
band, and on their return make a vanity of knowing 
more than they do. This I have observed myself in 
Ireland^ even among people of some rank and qua- 
il tj* ; and I believe your grace will proceed on much 

D 4 better 
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better grounds, by trustiog to your o«m wisdom iLd^ 
CJ^hence of things, than such inteiligcnce. 

I spoke formerly all I knew of the twcntiefh puts i 

and whatever Mr. D has said in his lettos 

about staying until a peace, I do assoie your grace, 
is nothing but words. However, that matter is mm 
at an end. There is a new worid here ; and yet I 
agree with you, that if there be an intefTegDum, it 
will be the properest time to address my lord trea- 
surer ; and I shall second it with all the credit I 
have, and very openly ; and I know not (if one dif- 
ficulty lies in the way) but it may prove a luckjr 
juncture. 

On my return from Kent (the night of thr 
prince's * death), I staid a few days in town before I 
went to Epsom : I then visited a certain great man^ 
and we entered very freely into dkctuose upon the 
present juncture. He assured me, there was oo 
doubt now of the scheme holding about the admi- 
ralty *f*, the government of Ireland ^, and presidency 
of the council § ; the dispoatioa whereof yosr g^aoe 
knows as well as I ; and although I care not to 
mingle publick affiurs with the interest of so private 
a person as myself, yet, upon such a revelation, not 
knowing how bx my friiaids may endeavour to en- 
gage me in the service of a new government, I woidd 
beg your grure to have &voorable thoughts of me 
oasuch an occasion; and to assure you, that no 
prospect of making my fortune, shall ever prevail ob 
me to go against what becomes a man of consci e nce 
and trutli, and an entire friend to the established 



• C(Offgr» prirce of Denmark, hasband oTqnccn Anne, 
t Oifard. X Whtftoa. (Sonnf. 
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rharch* This I say, jq case such a thing should 
happen ; for my own thoughts are turned another 
way» if the earl of Berkeley's journey to Vienna holds^ 
and the ministry will keep tlieir promise of making 
me the queen^s secretary * ; by which I shall be out 
of the way of parties, until it shall please God I have 
some place to retire to, a htile above contempt ; or, 
if ^1 fail, until your grace and the dean of St. Pa- 
tnck^'s shall think Bt to dispose of that poor town- 
living -|- in my favour. 

Upon this event of the prince's deaths the con- 
tention designed with the court about a speaker is 
dropped, and all agree in sir Richard Onslow, which 
n Icxiked on as another argument for the scheme 
succeeding- This I had from the same hand. 

As to a comprehension which your grace seems ta 
doubt an intention of, from what was told me, I can 
tay nothing; doubtless, it^must be intended to 
come to that at last, if not worse ; but I believe at 
{ffcscnt> it was meant, that there should be a consent 
to what was endeavoured at in your parliament last 
torn 

I thought to have writ more largely to your 
gitce, imagining I had much matter in my head ; 
but il fails, or is not convenient at present. If the 
scheme holds, I shall make bold to tell your grace 
my llioughts as formerly, under cover, because I 
believe tliere will be a great deal to be thouglit of 
and done. A little time may produce a great deal. 
Iltings are now in great su^^pen&e both at home and 
limnd* The parliament, we think, will have no 
prorogation. There is no talk of the duke of Marl* 
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1 tinderstaDd some dissenters from hence M/ilt ap- 
|jljr to the parliament of England this session, to ob- 
tain 1 repeal of the tcst^ and for a toleration on a 
larger foot than in England ; and that a fund is raised, 
and agents appointed to solicit their affairs, by the 
presbyters of the north- I have had some intimation, 
that all dissenters are not of a mind in this point ; the 
other sects J if I am rightly in formed , being as much 
afraid of them, as of us ; and that they ivould ra- 
ther be as they are, than run the hazard of coming 
under the Jus ihvinum of presbytery. Something 
pleasant enough is said to have happened on this 
occasion, a certain person endeavoured to comfort 
them, and remove tlieir jealousy^ by leUing thent 
they needed not to fear ; for that the greatest friends 
to dissenters, and who would be most zealous for 
toleration j never designed to establish any church, 
but only to destroy that, which had the protection 
of the laws. Whether this will give them satisfac- 
tion I can't tell; but am certain, that if any have 
so wicked a design, they will fail in it* 

I am often alarmed with the fears of some good 
men, who would persuade me, that religion is in dan- 
ger of being rooted out of the hearts of men ; and 
they wondered to see me so sanguine in the cause. 
But I tell them, that 1 believe it is with rcligicnj at 
witli paternal afFcction ; some profligate wretches 
may forget it, and some tnay dose themselves so long 
with perverse thinking, as not to see any reason foe 
itt but in spite of all the illnatured and false philo- 
tophy of these two sorts of people, the bulk of man- 
kind will love their children. And so it is, and uill 
be with the fear of God and religion : whatever is 
general has a powerful cause, though every ont 
^inngt find it out. But 
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Bat I have forgot my dissenters : the reason of 
their applying in Great Bntain is, because they setf 
littk retsofi to hope for success here ; and if I can 
f the sense of genrkmen that compo?iC the 
1^. ..^..nent, they never seciiied to be farther from the 
humour of gratifymg th^i. 

As to your own concern, you see hardly anything 

valuable is obtained any otherwise than by the go- 

vcrament ; and therefore if you can attend the next 

lord lieu tenant J you, in my opinion, ought not to 

I decline it. I assure myself that you arc too honest 

to come on ill terms ; nor do 1 believe any will ex* 

^plicitly be proposed. I could give several reasoni 

' why you should embrace this, though I Imve no ex* 

ception against your secretaryship * : except that you 

may lose too much time in it, which, considering all 

things, you cannot so well ^parc at this time i>f the day. 

As to my own parr, I thajik God, I was never 
much friglirened by any alterations : neither kmg 
JaEQe% nor the carl of TjTconnel, shocked me, I 
al^^ays comforted myself wuh the I J 2th psalm, 7tli 
verse -f-. I never was a favourite of any government, 
nor have I a prospect ot being so, though I bdicvc I 
have seen furry changes ; nor would J advise any 
friend to sell lumself to any, so as to be their slave* 
I could write some other tilings, that you would de» 
sire to know ; but pen and ink are daogerous toolf 
in some men'* hands, and 1 love a friend with an 
appetite. 

I am, &V, 

W. DUBLIN. 



• To tl*e embanv ai Viciina* 
f « He ih^itl mi be afrAid of evil tidings ; 
trvitiiig in the Lord/ 
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TO THE LORD PRIMATE. 



MY LORD, 



LONDONj NOV, 30> l/OS* 



\ WRIT to you about a fortnight ago, after my 
ira from the country, and gave you some accotint 
of an intended change at court, which is now 
ijii&hecL Care was taken to put lord Pembroke in 
^mind of the first fruits before he went out of his 
oliice ; but it was needless, for his excellency had it 
at heart, and the thing is done, of which, I suppose^- 
you have an account. You know who goes over 
-haplain ; the archbishop of Canterbury, and se\'eral 
'©thcr bishops, and the lord treasurer himself, soli- 
cited that matter m abody : it was thought absolutely 
fis^esaatyi considering the dismal notion they have 
bcpe of so many high church archbishops among 
you s and your friend * made no apphcation, for rea- 
laonskfc you to guess. I cannot yet learn whether 
^ycm arc to have a new parliament ; but I am apt to 
think you will, and that it must be thought necessary. 
The affair of Drogheda-f- has made a noise here, and 
like every thing else on your side, is used as a handle: 
I have had it rung in my ears from certain persons. 
I hope you are prepared to take off the sacramental 
test, because that will be a means to have it taken 
off here among us; and that the clergy will be for 
it, irt consideration of the queen's bpunty ; and that 
mrn in employment will be so wise as to please the 

•He m<m% hiniiclf. The archbishop had advised him to apply 
^r the chapUin&hip to lord Whanon, Dr, Lambeit was ap. 
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ccmrt, and fecurc themselves ; but, to think there is 
any design of bringing the Scotch into officer, is a 
mere scandal. 

Lord Pembroke is to have the admiralty only a 
few months, then to have a pension of 4000K a year, 
and to retire ; and ii is thought lord Orford will fuc- 
ceed him J and then it is hoped, there will be an entire 
change in the admiralty ; that sir John Leake will be 
turned out, and the whigs so well confirmed, that it 
will not be in the power of the court, upon a peace, 
to bring the balance on the other side. 

One Mr, Shute is named for secretary to lord 
Wharton : he is a young man^ but reckoned the 
shrewdest head in England : and Uie person in whom 
the prcsbyterians chiefly confide ; and, if money be 
necessary toward the good work, in Ireland, it is 
reckoned he can command as far as lOOOOOU from 
the body of dissenters here. As to his principles, 
he is truly a moderate man, frequenting the church 
and the meeting indifferently, &c*^. 

The clergy are here in an uproar upon ihcir being 
prorogued ; the archbishop of Canterbury takes pains 
to have it believed it was a thing done without his 
knowledge. A divine of note (but of the wrong 
side) was with me the other day, and said^ he had it 
from a good hand, that the reason of this proceeding 

* On thU fkiii4)gc if ha& been obbervrd hy Mr. Lti^an (T>un^ 
eombe'i ColUctbn, Append, to vol. H, p* xUiiJ ** Tim fair cKj- 
'* iicter <if 1 whig fr^m ^mUi u »j cxintordininy, that sr iccint as 
. *' if nochmg but truth tould bivr e^toiited it* Jl iip how^veT, ob« 
*' aervAbl^i ih^s wirh 110 otbtr cornip^fident, the eximvagancr of 
" i^wift't humour, md the vtniltnce of his pfejudice«» mu hilf io 
*' tnuch icitxaincd* ti In hU lettcJri 10 Dr. Kingp He ceittifily 
<• e*'^cr frared or rtij^ccted :hi^ prelate, more Uua ^ny other | 
•' with whom he corrrfponded/* 

was 
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vas an intention of putting the parliament on exar 
mining and correcting courts ecqlesiastick, &c. 

The archbishop of Dublin is represented here as 
one that will very much oppose our designs ; and, 
although I will not say that the Observator is p^d 
for writing as he does ; yet I can positively affirm tp 
you, that whatever he says of that bishop, or of the 
;ifi^rs of Ireland, or those here, is exactly agreeable 
to our thoughts and intentions. 

This is all I can recollect, fit to inform you at pre^ 
fent. — If you please, I shall from time to time send 
you any thing that comes to my knowledge^ that may 
|>c,wprth your notice. 

I am^ &Cf 



DR. SWIFT TO DR. STERNE. 

SIR, NOV. 30, 1/08. 

1 RECIJI\TED a letter from you the Lord knows 
when, for it has no date ; but I conceive it to have 
been a month ago, for I met it when I came from 
Kent, where, and at Epsom, I pafled about six 
weeks, to divert myself the fag-end of the summer, 
which proved to be the best wpather we had. I ana 
glad you made so good a progress in your building ; 
but you had the emblem of industry in your mind, 
for the bees begin at the top and worlj downward, 

and 
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and at last work themselves out of house and home, 
IS tnany of you builders do. 

You know before this the great revolution we have 
had at court ♦ ; and that Dn Lambert is chaplain to 
the lord lieutenant : the archbishop of Canterbury, 
several other bishops, and my lord treasurer himfelf 
would needs have it so, I made no manner of ap* 
plication for ibat post, upon certain reasons, that I 
shall let you know, if ever I have the happiness to 
see you again. 

My lord Sunderland ralHed me on that occasion^ 
and vpas verj' well pleased with my answer, tliat I ob- 
ser\xd one thing in all new minisfries : for the first 
week or two they are in a hurry, or not to be seen ; 
and when you come afterward, they arc engaged. 
What I have to fay of the publick, &f, will be en- 
clofed, which, I suppoiCj will be shown you, and 
you will please to deliver as formerly. Lord Pern* 
broke takes all things mighty well, and we pun toge* 
ther as usual ; and he either makes the beft use^ or 
the beft appearance with his philosophy of any maa 
I ever knew ; for It is not believed he is pleased ac 
heart upon many accounts- 
Sir Andrew Fountain is well, and has either writ to 
you last post, or designs it soon* 

Dr. Pratt is buying good pennp^'orths of books 
for the college, and has made some purchases that 
would fet you a longing* Ynu have heard our mighty 
news is -f* extremely dwindled in our last packets* 

• Oil the 25th of November, 1708* tlie carl of Pembroke wit 
made brd high ailmlr.il, the earl of Wharton lord Uctifeitaftt of 
trelandi and lord Soincr^ lord prcstdent cif the counciL 

f On the It til ot Noveottbcr, J70S, the duke of Marfborougli 
Atid prince Eocene obliged I be elector of Eararia lo rabe the fticj^ 
uf B^ms^b. 

How- 




Df^, swrWt 



Bto#«ter, we acpectcd ^ very happy end of th« - 
campaign^ which this sudden thaw and foul weather^* 
begim here yesterday, will soon bring to an issue. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING, 



MT lORD, 



floiTDO^, JAK* 6| 1 708*p. 



XjEFORE I reccired the honour of your grace's of 
Nevembet ao, I Imd sent one enclosed^ i^c. with 
what account I could of affairs. Since that time, 
the ttwaMrcs arc altered of dissolving your parlia- 
meoty which J doubt less^ is their wisest course^ for 
certain obvious reasons, that your grace will easily 
apprehend; and I suppose you have now received 
ftirections about proroguing it, for I saw the order 
muc days ago. I should have acknowledged your 
grace's letter, if I had not been ever since persecuted 
with a cruel distemper, a giddiness in my head, that 
woold not sufftr me to write or think of any thing, 
and of which I am now slo^vly recovering- I sent 
yuu word of the aftair of the first-fruits being per- 
fofinedt which my lord Pembroke had the goodness- 
to send me immediate notice of. I seldom sec his 
lordihip now, bur when he pleases to command me; 
for he sees nobody in pubiick, and is very full of 
business. 1 fiincy your grace will think it necessary 
that in due time his lordship should receive some kind 
Vol- XI. E o£ 
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<jf thanks io form : I hare a fiv pcctieiicc to merit 10 
this matter, akhoug^, in mj own coosdcnce, I think 
I have rery httky except my good wishes^ and fine<> 
quent reminding my lord Pembroke. But two great 
men in office, giving me joy of it, very frankly tdd 
me, that if I had not smooched the way, by giving 
them and the rest of die ministry a good opinion of 
the justice of the thing, it would have met with op* 
position ; upon which I only remarked what I have 
always observed in courts, that when a fiivour is 
done, there is no want of perKMis to challenge obli- 
gations. Mean time, I am in a pretty condition^ 
who have bills of merit g^en me, that I must thanks, 
fully acknowledge, and yet cannot honesdy offer 
diem in payment. I suppose the clergy will, ia due 
time, send the queen an address of thanks for her 
favour. 

I very much applaud your grace*s sanguine tcnci- 
per^ as you call it, and your comparison of religion 
to paternal affection ; but the world is divided into 
two sects, those that hope the best, and those that 
fear the worst ; your grace is of the former, which is 
the wiser, the nobler, and most pious principle;^ 
and although I endeavour to avoid being of the 
Other, yet upon this article I have sometimes strange 
weaknesses. I compare true religion to learning and 
civility, which have ever been in the world, but very 
often shifted their scenes ; sometimes entirely leaving 
whole countries where they have long flourished, 
and removing to others that were before barbarous j 
which has been the case of Christian it)- itself, parti* 
cularly in many parts of Africa ; and how far the 
wickedness of a nation may provoke God Almighty, 
to inflict so great a judgment, is terrible to think. 

But 
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Bot zs great prince Sj when they have subdued all 
aboui them J presently have universal monarchy in 
rhcir thoughts ; so your grace, having conquered all 
the corruptions in a diocese, and then pursued your 
victories over a province, would fain go farther and 
save a whole kingdom, and would never be quiet, if 
you could have your will^ until you had converted 
the world- 

And this reminds me of a pamphlet lately come 
out, pretended to be a letter hither from Ireland, 
against repealing the test*; wherein your graces 
character is justly set forth : for the rest, some parts 
are very well, and others puerile, and some facts, as 
I am informed, wrong represented. The author 
lus gone out of his way to reflect on me, as a person 
Kkely to write for repealing the test, which I am sure 
h very unfair treatment. This is all I am likely to 
get by the company I keep. I am used like a sober 
man with a drunken face, have the scandal of the 
rice, without the satisfacrion, I have toM the mi- 
mstry, with great frankness, my opinion, that they 
ii^oold never be able to repeal it, unless such changes 
should happen as I could not foresee ; and they all 
believe I differ from them in that point. 

Mr* Addison, who goes over first secretary, is a 
most excellent person ; and being my most intimate 
(tiend, I shall use all my credit to set him right in 
bis notions of persons and things. I spoke to him 
wifh great plainness upon the subject of the rest ; 
e is confident my lord Wharton will 



say* 



not attempt it, if he finds the bent of the nation 
against ir,— I will say nothing farther of his character 



* His own, ice vol, ir of this collection. 
£ 2 
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to your grace at present, because he has half per- 
suaded mc to have some thoughts of retmning to 
Ireland, and then it will be time enough : but if thtt 
happens oiherwi&ej I presume to recommend him 
to your grace as a person you will think worth your 
acquaintance. 

My lord Berkeley begins to drop his thoughts of 
going to Vienna ; and indeed I freely gave my opi- 
nion against such a journey for one of his age and in- 
firmities. And I shall hardly think of going secre- 
tary without him, although the emperor s ministen 
here think I will^ and have writ to Vienna, I agree 
with your grace, that such a design was a little too 
late at my years ; but* considering myself wholly 
useless in Ireland, and in a parish with an audience 
of half a score, and it being thought necessary that 
ihc queen should have a secretary at that court, my 
friends telling me it would not be difficult to com- 
pass it, I was a little tempted to pass some time 
abroad, until my friends would make me a liitle 
easier in my fortunes at home. Besides, I had hopes 
of being sent in time to some other court, and in the 
mean wliilc the pay would be forty shiliings a day, 
and the advantage of living, if I pleased, in lord 
Berkeley's family. But, I believe, this b now all at 
an end. I am, my lord, with the greatest respect. 
Your grace's 

most obedient and 

most humble serv'unt, 

J, SWIFT. 

My lord Wbaiton says^ he intends for Ireland the 
beginning of Match, 



A MON. 
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A MONSIEUR MONSIEUR HUNTER, 

GENTILHOMME ANGLOIS^ k PARIS. 



Sll, LONDON^ JAN, 12, 1709-9* 

X KNOW no people so ill used by your men of -I 
business, as their intimate friendsp About a fort- ' 

jht after Mr. Addison had received the letter you 
irerc pleased to send me, he Brst told me of it with 
la air o( recollection, and after ten farther of grace, 
thought fit to give it me ; so you know where to fiic 
the whole blame that it was no sooner acknowledged. 
Tis a delicate expedient you prisoners have of di- 
venitig yourselves in an enemy's country, for which 
Otbcr men would be hanged. I am considering, 
whether there be no way of disturbing your quiet by 
rrifing some dark matter, that may give the French 
coim a jealousy of you* I suppose, monsieur Cha- 
cnillard, or some of his commissaries, must have this 
letter interpreted to them, before it comes to your 
hands ; and therefore I here think good to warn 
them^ that if they exchange you under six of their 
lieutenant-generals, they will be losers by the bar- 
gain. But that they may not mistake me, 1 do not 
mean as viceroy tk Virginia^ mats comme k colomf 
Hunter. I would advise you to be very tender of 
your honour, and not fall in love ; because I have 
a scruple, whether you can keep your parole, if you 
become a prisoner to the ladies ; at least it will be 
scandalous for a free Briton to drag two chains at 
once, I presume, you have the liberty of Paris, 

^ 3 and 
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the secretary's office; and Mr. Sfaute, a iMabk 
young presb]rterian gentleman under tfaarty f cm 
old^ is made a comnussiooer of the custoios. Thia 
is all I can think of, either publick or piivatty Mirth 
telling you ; perhaps you hare heard part or all of 
both, from other hands, but you must be coDtwt c 
pray let us know what hopes we have of seong yoQ» 
and how soon ; and be so kind^ or just^ CiO bdkw 
me always 

Your roost fatthful, 

humble aorvant» 

JON. SWIFT. 

P.S. Mr. Steele presents bis most hmnbk WFvkr 
to you ; and I cannot forbear tdling you of your 
ifiSchanciti to impute the Letter of Enthusiasm tp me ; 
when I have some good reasons to think the au- 
thor is now at Paiia. 



ARCHBISHOP KING TO PR. SWIFT. 

BEVERBlfD Sit, PUBI^IK, FER. Jp, |70B. 

I RECEIVED yowrs.pf last January the 6th, and 
you will find but a sorry correspondent of mc. I 
have been confined neat two months this winter, and 
forbid pen and ink by my physician; though, I 
thank God, I was more frightened, as it happened, 
than hurt. I had a colic about the year g6, that 

brought 
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btottghc me to extremity, and all despaired of my 
life, wd the nevvs letters reported oae de^d. It be- 
gan at the same time of the yeir, aod the sarae way 
it did then, and the winters were much aJike : and 
I Terily believe had I not Iiad the assistance of my 
old physician, wr Patrick Dun, I should have mo 
ihe mmc course, which I could not have supported, 
fiui uith a little physickj and the Spa and Bath 
waters^ I escaped with<jut other hardships, than keep* 
iijg at liome ; and so much for private affairs. 

As to the pubhckj I had a letter from my lord 
Pcmbmke, wherein he told me the first-lruits and 
twentieth parts were granted > and that my lord lieu- 
teoant will bring over the queen's letter for them. I 
redsmed him my thanks, and as soon m the order 
comes, he will have a publick acknowledgment. 

I have seen a letter^ that passes as from a mem- 
ber of the house, &c. I think your judgment con- 
cerntng it is very just. But pmy by what artifice did 
you contrive to pass for a wiiig ? As I am an honest 
man, I courted the grmtest whigs I knew, and could 
ncrt gain the reputation of being counted one. 

But you need not be concerned ; I will engage 
jou will lose nothing by that paper, I wish some 
facts had been well considered before vouched : if 
a!iy one matter in it prove false, what do you think 
will come of the paper ? In short, it will not be in 
tiic i>awer of man to hinder it from a warm enter* 
taiament. 

As to the test, I believe tliat matter is over for 
this season* I was much for dissolvmg this present 
priiament, aod calling a new one this spring, I 
had a pretty good account of the future elections, 
M/bicb^ as far as my acquaintance reached, were 

settled; 
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settled ; and I was sure, that without great force and 
artifice, the new members would never have ne* 
pealed the test ; but I did not know what the in- 
fluence of a lord lieutenant (when well accjuaimed 
in the kingdom, and who knew how to take his 
measures justly) might have efFccted> and wc know 
Yery weU what forccj management and timing mat- 
ters have ; and there is hardly any thing but power- 
fill persuasions, terrour, and ostentation of interest 
may effect, especially in popular elections. And 
to confess the truth to you, I am not altogether easy 
in that matter yet, especially if things take any new 
turn in England, It is whispered, but I know not 
by whar r,uihority, that the queen herself was at the 
bottom o{ what passed in the house of commons with 
you, and that the ministry screened her in that affair, 
for rea^ns that may be guessed at, 

f am wonderfully pleased at the good character 
you give Mr. Addison, If he be the man, that you 
represent him to be, (and I have confidence in your 
judgment) he will be able to ser\^« his lord dfirc- 
tually, and procure himself love and respect htr^. I 
cun*i say it will he in my power to do him any scr» 
vice ; but my good wiilics and endeavours shaJl n« 
be wanting, 

Mn Stoughton preaclicd a sermon here on the 
noth of Januarj', king Charles's martyrdom, that 
gives great offence : the government heard it, but I 
was ill at home, which dean Srerne will needs have t 
providence. If the representation I have of it be 
true, I am sure I should have suspended him, if it 
had cost me both my reputation and interest. I liavc 
represented what I have heard of it, and have dis- 
iTourscd my lord chancellor about it, and tdd him < 
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of what consequence 1 think it to be^ both to hini 
and us, and that it should not pass without censure. 
I bare not as yet seen my lord primate. Wise men 
are doing all they can to extinguish faction ; and 
fools tnd elves ate throwing firebrands* Assure 
yourself this had an ill effect on the minds of most 
bcrc; for, though they espouse the revolution, they 
heattily abhor forty-one. And nothing can create 
the ministry more enemies, and be a greater handle 
for calunfiny, than to represent them, and those that 
espoused them, to be such as murdered king 
Charles I^ and such arc all, that approve or ex- 
cuse it. 

As to your own affairs, I wish you could have 

fome over chaplain as I proposed ; but since a more 

powerful interest interposed, I believe you had best 

use your endeavours there ; but if nothing happens 

before my lord lieutenant comes over, you had best 

nmke us a nslt- Had you been here, I believe 

something might have been done for you before this. 

The deanery of Down is fallen, and application has 

hem made for it to my lord Heutenant, but it yet 

hangi, and I know not what will become of it; but 

if you could either get into it, or get a good man 

with a comfortable benefice removed to it, it might 

make present provision for you. I have many things 

more to say ; but they are so much of a piece w ith 

ihcse I have writ already, that you may guess at them 

9& by this sample. God be with you : amen, 

WILLIAM DUBLIN. 



MR. 
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>m. LE CXERC TO ^tR. ADDISON". 



A Am^cefidami le i> ik FeTficfi 170^ 



jEm'etois donne Fhonneur de vous 6criit, mtm-^ 
sieur, des le commencement de cettc annde^ pour 
vous pricr surtout d'une chose, qu'il mc scroti 
important de savoir au plutot, Ccpendant jc n'ai 
requ auoane de vos nouvelles. J'ai appris seulc* 
ment, que vous quittiez le postc, oft vous etin, 
pour aller en Irlande en quality de secretaire dc nij* 
lord Wharton i Jc m'cn rcjouis a%^ec vous, dans la 
supposition, que cc dernier tmploi vaut roicux que 
le precedent, quoique je sente bien, que je pcrdai 
par votre etoignemenL Je ne laisse pas de vous 
souhaiter toute sorte de satisfaction dans votre nomel 
craploi, & dc prier Dieu qu'il vous doanc un hcun^ux 
succ^s en tout ce que vous entreprcndrei* Je vous 
avois prie, monsieur> de m'envoyer le nom propre & 
les titres de mylord Halifax, et de lui demandef 
meme, si vous le trouviez k propos, la permissioo 
de lui dedier mon Titc^Live. Comme vous m*aviei 
marque par Mr. Philips, que vous av iez oublid la 
feuille, qui me manquoit du recueil de Mr. Rymer^ 
je vous avois mandt:, que c'est la feuillc 10 T* ou 
les 4 pages, qui precedent immcdiatement Tindice 
des noms, dans le tome L Si vous Vavcz eue du- 
puis, faitcs moi la grace de Tenvoyer a Mefll •Toiit* 
ton & Stuigucr, bien enveloppce, et de mettre mon 
addresse au dessus* Je suppose, monsieur, que ceite 
Icttrc vous trouvera encore k Londres, parce qu*on 
dii, que mylord Wharton nc partira que vers Ic 

mob 
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d'AvriL n nc sc passe rieti dc nouveau ici 
dans h rtpublique dcs lettresj qui m^nte de vous 
etjc mandi- Le5 jesuites de Paris ont condamn^ 
en termes tix^s- forts les senrimens du P, Hardouin, fc 
XoGl contraint de les r^tracter d*une maniete hon- 
Inse* On vtrra quelle en aera la suite* Je voudrois 
powotr vous fitrc utile id k quelque chose : vous 
vcniez par li, combien je suis, monsieur, votre tres 
hucobk & trca obtJissant servitcur^ 

JF- LE CLERC 



ARCHBISHOP KING TO DR. SWIFT. 
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DUBLnr, MARCH 13, 1708. 



xHE business of the twentieth parts and first- 
ftiiits i$ still on the anvil. We arc given to under* 
Ittjid^ tlmt her majesty designs, out of her royal 
^Dtyj to make a grant of them for charitable uses, 
and that it is designed this grant should come over 
with his excellency the lord lieutenant. The bishopi 
in tbis town at present thought it reasonable to ap- 
ptJ&c ' ' cellency of the aftair, and to address hini 
fofii., _ -ur in it, which accordingly is done by 
AispCHt. We have sent with this address the repre- 
icntatian made at first to her majesty about it ; the 
Ififetncc to the commissioners of the revenue here, 
«ad iheir report, together with the memorial to the 
Iflri Pembroke, In that there is mention of the state 
rf lie diocese of Dublin ^ as a spccimfn of the 

condition 
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dbndirion df the clergy of Ireland, By which it will 
appear how much we stand in need of such a gift; 
'This we Could not well send to his excellency, be- 
cause it is very long, and we apprehend, that it 
might be improper to give him so much trouble at 
first, before he was any way apprised of the matter ;' 
but if you think, that his excellency may judge it 
agreeable, that it should be laid before him, I en- 
treat the favour of you to apply to my lord Pern* 
brokers secretary, with whom it is, for the original, 
or a copy of it, and present it to my lord lieutenant, 
or leave it with his secretary, I have engaged for 
you to my brethren, that you will be at this trou- 
ble : and there is a memorial to this purpose, at the 
foot of the copy of the representation made to the 
earl of Pembroke, transmitted with the other papers^ 
What charges you are at upon this account, will be 
answered by me. 

The good impression you have given me of Mr. 
Addison, my lord lieutenant^s secretar)*, has en- 
couraged me to venture a letter to him on this sub- 
ject, which I have enclosed, and make you the full 
and sole judge, whether it ought to be delivered. I 
can't be competently informed by any here, whether 
it may be pertinent or no ; but I may and do depend 
on your prudence in the case, who, I believe, will 
neither omit what may be useful, nor suffer me to do 
an officious or improper thing. I mix no other mat- 
ter with this, beside, what agrees with all occasions, 
the tender of the hearty prayers and wishes fbr you 

Sir, your, &c. 

WILL. DUBLIN. 
The 
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The reversal of my lord Slane's * outlawry makes 
« mighty noise through this kingdom : for aught I 
can remember^ the destroying of our woollen ma- 
iHi£u:tory did not cause so universal a consternation. ; 



A MONSIEUR MONSIEUR HUNTER, 

GENTILHOMMB ANGLOIS^ k PARIS. 
tin, lONDON, MARCH 22, 1708-9. 

1 AM very much obliged to you for the favour of 
a kind reproach you sent me, in a letter to Mr» 
Addison, which he never told me of till this day, 
and that accidentally ; but I am glad at the same 
time, that I did not deserve it, having sent you a 
long letter, in return to that you was pleased to ho- 
nour me with ; and it is a pity it should be lost; 
for as I remember, it was full of the Jieifahulas, 
and such particularities as do not usually find place 
in newspapers. Mr. Addison has been so taken 
up for some months in the amphibious circum- 
stances of premier C to my lord Sunderland, 

and secretary of state -f- for Ireland, that he is the 

• Christopher Fleming, baron of Slane, having taken up arms 
hrk'ing James in 1688 in Ireland, where he was colonel of a rcgi- 
icem of foot, afterward lost his estace^ and was outlawed, till 
queen Anne reversed his attainder ; upon which the house of com- 
mons of Ireland, on the 3d of June 1709, unanimously resolved, 
that an address be made to the queen, •' setting forth the fatal con- 
" sequences of reversing the outlawries of persons attainted of treason 
'* for the rebellions in 1641 and 1688." Lord Slane was in No. 
Tcniber, 1715, created by her majesty viscount Longford. 

+ Principal secretar)' to the carl of Wharton, lord lieutenant of 
Ireland, 

worst 



Aft 
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wotst man I know either to Comrey an idle letter^ 
Of deliver what he receives i so that I design, when 
I rmst him with lhis> to give him a memorial along 
with it ; for if my former has miscarried, I am 
half persuaded to give him the blame. I find you 
a Uttle lament your bondage, and indeed in your 
case it requires a good share of philosophy : but if 
you will not be angry, I believe I may have been 
the cause you are still a prisoner ; for I imagine mf 
former letter was intercepted by the French courti 
when the most christian king reading one passage 
in itj (and duly considering the weight of th« per- 
son who wrote it) where I said^ if the PVcnch un- 
derstood your value as well as we do, be would fioC 
exchangeyou for count Talla|rf, and all the Debris 
of Blenheim together ; for I must confess, I did not 
rally when I said so« 

I hear your good sister, the queen of Pomunki, 
waits with imparience till you are restored to your 
dominions : and that your rogue of a viceroy re- 
turns money fast for England^ against the time he 
must retire from his government- Mean time Wii- 
lips writes verses in a sledge ♦, i^pon the frozen sea, 
and transmits them hither to thrive in our warmer 
cUme under the shelter of my lord Dorset. I could 
send you a great deal of new3 from the RepuMita 
GruhircHiifia^ which was never in greater altitude, 
though I have been of late but a small contributor. 
A cargo of splinters from the Arabian rocks have 
been lately shipwrecked in the Thames, to the irre- 
parable damage of the virtuosi, Mrs. Long and I 
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%tt Mien out; I shall not trouble you with tho 
cause, but don't you think her altogether in the 
wroog ? But Mrs. Barion is still in my good graces { 
I dcsigo to make her tell mc when you are to be 
tcdrtmed, and will send you word. There's it 
tKW, you think I am iti jest ; but I assure you, the 
best intelligence I get of publick affairs is from la- 
dies, for the ministers never tell me any thing : and 
Mr. Addison is nine times more secret to me than 
any body else, because I have the happiness to be 
thought his friend- The company at St, James's 
coftecbouse is as bad as ever> but it is not quite so 
good. The beauties you left are all gone off this 
froatj and we have got a new set for spring, of 
\srliich Mrs» Chetwind and Mrs, Worsley are the 
principah The vogue of operas holds up wonder- 
fully, though we ha% c had them a year i but I de- 
siga to set up a party among the u its to run them 
dawn by next winter, if true English caprice does 
mi interpose to save us the labour. Mademoiselle 
Spanhcim is going to marry my lord Fitzharding,* 
£1 least 1 have heard so ; and if you find it other- 
wise »t your retumj the consequences may possibly 
be survived ; liuwever, you may tell it the Paris 
guetrccr^ and let me have the pleasure to read a 
ht of my own sending* I suppose you have heard^ 
iliat the town has lost an old duke, and recovered 
^ mad duchess- The duke of Marlborough has at 
htigth found an enemy that dares face him, and 
^bich he will cerrainly fly before with the first op- 
fominity, and we are all of opinion it will be his 
^'iitit course to do so- Now the w^ay to be prodi- 
giously witty, would be, by keeping you in suspense, 
ind not letting you know tliat this enemy is no- 
Voi. XL F thing 
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thing but this north-east wind, which < 
voyage to Holland, This letter going in Mr. Ad- 
dison's packet will, I hope, have better luck than 
the former, I shall go for Ireland some time m 
summer, being not able to make my friends in the 
ministry consider my merits, or their promises^ 
enough to keep me here ; so that all my hopef j 
now terminate iti ray bishoprick of V'u^nia: ic 
the mean time I hold fiist my claim to your promise j 
of corresponding with me, and that you will hence-' 
fonvard address your letter for me at Mr* Steele's ♦ 
office at the cockpit, who has promised his care iti 
conveying them, Mr. Domvil is now at Geneva|fl 
and sends me word, he is become a convert to the" 
whigs, by observing the good and ill effects of frcc-^ 
dom and slavery abroad, ^^ 

I am now i^ith Mr, Addison, with whom I have 
fifty times drunk your health since you left us. He 
h hurrying away for Ireland, and I can at present 
lengthen my letter no farther ; and I am not cer- 
tain whether you will have any from him or not 
till he gets to Ireland, However, he commands 
me to assure you of his humble service ; and I 
pray God too much business may not spoil h plug 
konnite homme du mnnd$ / for it is certain, wMcl 
of a man's good talents he employs on businct^, 
must be detracted from his conversation, I caniK)t 
write longer in so good company, and therefore 
conclude 

Your most faithful 

and most humble ser\'ant, 

J, SWIFT. 



• Afterward tirRichifd* xhtn undcj iccreiify cif ttatc* 
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bn, SWIFT TO PRIMATE MARSH, 



MY liOEB. 



LONDON, MAECH 24^ l/QB-Q, 



AM comm^ded by his excellency the lord lieu- 
Xcmni to send the ciiclbsed to your grice, in an- 
swer to a letter his excellency lately received from 
your grace, and several bishops^ relating to the first- 
ftuits of Ireknd, This will spare your grace and 
their loMshlps the trouble of any farther account 
fiom me* I shall therefore only tkdd^ that his ex- 
cdleocy commands me to assure your grace of his 
hearty inclination in favour of the church of Ireland ; 
mi am, with great respect, my lordj )'0ur grace's 
mon dutiful, and most obedient servant^ 

J. swrFT. 



DR. SWIFT TO THE SAME. 

UY LOBD, MARCH 26, 170g. 

1 SHOULD have acknouledged youfs of Fe- 
bmary lo, long ago, if I had not stayed to see 
ivhat became of the first- fruits. I have likewise 
joiinot tiie 12th instant. I will now tell you the 
proceedings in this unhappy affair. Some time 
iftcr the prince's death J lord Pembroke sent me 
Word by sir Andrew Fountaine^ that the queen had 
granted the things and after^^'ard took the compli- 
siCDc [ made him upon it* He likewise (I suppose) 
^(tto the same purpose himself to the archbishop 
^ DubUn. I was then for a long time pursued by 
r 2 a cruel 
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a cmel tllnesSj that sd^ed me at lits^ and hindertd 
mc from meddling in any business ; neithcf indeed 
could I at all suspect there was any need to stir 
any more in this, unti!^ often asking Mr- Addison 
ivhcthcr he had any orders about it, I was a little 
in pain, and desired Mr. Addison to inquire at 
the treasury, whether such a grant had then passed ? 
and finding an unwillingnessi I inquired myself; 
where Mr» Taylor assured me there were never 
any orders for such a grant* This was a month 
ago, and then I began to despair of tlie whole 
thing. Lord Pembroke was hard to be seen, nei- 
ther did I think it worth talking the matter with 
him. What perplexed mc most was, why he 
should tell me, and write to Ireland, that the bu^ 
siness was done; for if the account he sent to Ire- 
land were not as positive as what he gave me, I 
ought to be told so from thence* I had no oppor^ 
tunity of clearing this matter until the day I re- 
ceived your last letter; when his explanarion was, 
that he had been promised he should carry over the 
grant when he returned to Ireland, and that hii 
memorial was now in the treasury. Yet, when 1 
had formerly begged leave to follow this matter 
with lord treasurer, only in the form of commoo 
soliciting, he was uneasy, and told me lord trea- 
surer had nothing at all to do with it : but thai il 
was a matter purely between the queen and him- 
self, as I have told you in former letters; which, 
however, I knew thf n to be otherwise, fiiofli lord 
treasurer himself- So tJut all I had left me to do 
was only the cold amusement of now and then re- 
freshing lord Pembroke's memory, or giving the 
tninistry, as I cuuld find opportunity, good ditpo- 

SitioaSd 
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lltiom twrard the thing, Opon this notice from 

lord Pembroke, I immediately went to lord What- 

ton, which was the firsi attendance I ever paid 

bim ; he vmt then in a great crowd ; I told hiQi 

my busiiieas s he said, he could not then diKourse 

^f tl With coe, but would tlie next day. I guessed 

ihe meaning of that, and saw the very person I 

dpected^ just come from him. Then I gave him 

m account of my errand, I think it not con- 

vtakitt to repeat here the particulars of his answer ; 

but the formal part was this : That he was not 

yet properly lord lieutenant, until he was sworn ; 

ihit he exj>ected the same application should be 

wde to him, as had been done to other lord lieu- 

icatnts; that he was very well disposed, &c* I 

look the boldness to begin answering those ob- 

jectiociSi and designed to o^r some reasons \ but 

be rose suddenly, turned off the discourse, and 

nemed in haste ; 90 I was forced to take my leave, 

1 had an intention to offer my reasons in a memo- 

till; but wai advised, by \xry good hands, to let 

it alfioe, as infallibly to no purpose* And in short, 

I dbien*e such a reluctance in some friends, whose 

credit I would employ, that I begin to think no 

father of it, 

1 had writ thus far without receiving & former 
letter from the archbishop of Dublin, wherein he 
tclh me positively that lord Pembroke had sent him 
word the first-fruJts were granted, and that lord 
Wbrton would carry over the queen*s letter, &c^ 
1 Appeal to you, what any man could think after 
this I neither indeed had I the least suspicion, until 
Mr. Addison told me he knew nothing of it ; and 
*hat I had the same account from the treasury. It 
¥3 it 
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disable. I long to talk over all affairs with jot^ 
and am ever, dear sif*;, jrdur^s ttiost^ntitely, 

J. ADDISON. 

F. S. The fSLcht vnll come over with the acts dJF 
parliament^ and a convoy about a week hence^ which 
opportunity you may lay hold of, if you do not like 
the Wolf. I will give orders accordingly. 



leteAe 



MR. ADDISON TO THE SAME. 

DBAR SIBy NINE cTcLOCk MONDAY MOlLN^fSG. 

I THINK it very hard I should be in the nme 
kingdom with Dr. Swift, and not have the hap* 
piness of his company once in three days. The 
bishop of Clogher intends to call on you this morn« 
ing, as will your hiunble servant in my return from 
Chappel Ixzard^ whither t am just now going. 

Your humble servant, 

J. AbDISON, 



EARt Ot ttAlifPAX TO TttE SAKlE, 
«R, OCT. 6, I'fog. 

Our friend Mr. Addison telling me that be was 
to write to you to n^ht, I could not kt his packet 
go away without telling you how much I am con- 
cerned to find thefn retuYned Without you. I am 
quite ashamed for mj'self and. my friends^ to see 

you 



Jou left in ft place so ihcapable of tasting yoii'i 
and lo s« so much merit, and so grc^t qnaliries 
mirewarded bj^ those, who arc sensiWc of them. 
Mr, Addison and I arc entered into a new confer 
dcrtcy, never to give over the pursuit, nor to cease 
reminding those^ who can serve you, till your 
mrth is placed in that light it ought to shine. Dl*. 
South holds out still, but he cannot be immortal, 
Tht situation of his prebend would make me doubly 
concerned in serving yotu And upon all occasionSi 
that shall offer^ I will be your constant solicitor^ 
ypuT sincere admirer, and your unalterable friend. 
J am your most humble 
and obedient servant, 

HALIFAX, 



MR, STEELE TO THE SAME. 

LOftD SUNDERLANn's OmCE, 
DEAR SIB| OCT. dj 1709. 

Mr. secretary Addison went this morning out of 
tfiWD, and left behind him an agreeable command 
for me, viz* to forward the enclosed, which lord 
iWiftx sent him for you, I assure you no man 
cuuld say more in praise of another, than he did 
io yotix behalf at that noble lord's table on Wed- 
^ay ksL I doubt not but you will find by the 
cadostd the effect it had upon him. No oppor- 
tunity is omitted among powerful men, to upbraid 
ilitnifor ytmt stay in Irdand. The company that 
^l^yat dinner were lord Edward Russel, lord Essex, 

Mr. 



f* 



LBTTEW Hfc AH© f ftOM 



'Mr. Maynwaring, Mn Addison, and myself. I 
have heard such things said of that same bishop 
of Oogher with yoa, that I have often said he must 
he entered ad mndem in our house of lordSp Mr, 
Philips ♦ dined with me yesterday ; he is still a 
shepherd^ and walks very lonely through this un- 
thinking crowd in London. I wonder you do not 
write sometimes to me. 

The town is in great expectation from Bicker- 
»tafF; what passed at the election for his first table 1 
being to be pubhshed this day scvennight* I have 
Dot seen Ben Tooke ^ a great while, but long tf 
usher you and yours into the world* Not that there 
can be any thing added by me to your fame, but 
to walk bareheaded before you. I am, sir, youf 
Q^ost obedient and most humble servant. 



IV 
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sin, ST, James's place, afhil 11^ 1710* 

1 HAVE run so much in debt with you, that I do ' 
not know how to excuse myself, and thcrtforc shall 
throw myself wholly upon your good nature j and 
promise, if you will pardon what is passed, to be 
more punctual with you for the future. I hope 
to have the happiness of waiting on you very sud- 
denly at Dubhn, and do not at all regret the leaving 

* Ambrose Philips, the mihm of the Dl&trct$cd Mother, a tn^ 
0dyj and lomc pa^tonls, ^c. 
T' + Thtboobdkr. 



*^f £^bjid^'\!^le I am going ttf ii^ |Aiice/ Whet« I 
iihtiB liave tfie ^tisfiicdon aiid honour of Dr^ S^ififa 
Conversation. I shall not trouble you ivith any oc* 
Ctmences here^ because I hope to ha^e the pleasure 
of talking over all afiairs with you very Suddenly. 
"We hope to be at Holyhead by the 30th instant. 
Xady Wh^on stays in England. I suppose yon 
know, that I obeyed your's, and the bishop of 
Cldgher*s comn^ds, in relation to Mr. Smith ; for 
X desired Mr. Dawson to acquaint you with it, I 
nrast beg my most humble duty to the bishop of 
Clogher. I heartily long to eat a dish of bacon and 
beans in the best company in the world. Mr. Steele 
and I often 4rink your health. 

I am forced to give myself airs of a punctual 
correspondence with you in discourse with yoiir 
friends at St. James's cofFeehouse^ who are alwaya 
asking me questions about you, when they have a 
mind to pay their court to me, if I may use so mag* 
nificent a phrase. Fray, dear doctor, continue you^ 
^endship toward me, who love and esteem you, if 
pp^ible, as much as you-deserve. I am ever, dear 
jjlf, ypiir's en^rely, 

-,: J. ADDISON. - 
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DR. SWIET TO DR. STERNE, 

(with a proxy for his appearance as preii 

DAilY OF DUNLA^IN, AT THE ABCHBISHOp's TUl- 

tation). 

sir, laracorj apkil i/, 1710* 

1 OU have put me tinder the necessity of writiog 
you a very scurvy letter, and in a very scurry 
manner. It is tlie want of horses^ and not of in- 
clination, that hinders mc from attending on j'ou 
at the chapter. But I would do it on foot to see 
you • visit in your own right ; but if I must be 
visited by proxy, by proxy I will appear. The 
ladies of St, Mary's delivered me your commands) 
but Mrs, Johnson had dropped half of them by the 
shaking of her horse. I have made a shift, by the 
assistance of two civilians, and a book of prece- 
dents, to send you the jargon annexed, with a 
blank for the name and tide of any prebrodary^ < 
who will hn\x the charity lo answer for me. Those 
words, gravi meommoJoj ^c to be translated, the 
want of a horse. In a few days I expect to hear 
the two kdics lamenting the fleshpots of Cavaa 
street* I advise them, since they have given up 
iheir title and lodgings of St. Mary\ to buy each 
of them a palfry^ and take a squire, and seek ad- 
ventures. I am here quarrelling with the frosty 
weal her, for spoiling my poor half dozen of blos- 
soms, S^s anm cdaffa rmi : Whether these words 



* Dr, Stemc wit then vicir genenl oT ihe diocese of DubUna nni 
wii to visit the clergy in the abtcacc of rhe in:hbisiit}p* 
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be mine or VirgU's, I cannot determine. I am thii 
mtmite very busy^ being to preach to day before 
Ml audience of at least fifteen people^ most of them 
-gentle^ and all simple, 

I can send you no news ; only the employment 
of my parishioners may, for memory-sake, be re- 
duced under these heads, Mr, Percivall is ditching ; 
Mrs* Percivall in her kitchen i Mr Wesley switch- 
iog ; Mrs. Wesley stitching ; sir Arthur Langford 
riching, which is a new word for heaping up riches* 
1 know no other rhyme but bitching, and that I 
hope we are all past* Well, sir^ long may you live 
the hospitable owner of good Bits, good Books, and 
good Buildings, The bishop of Clogher would 
ca*7 me for those three Bes** I am your most 
Dl)£dicnr^ humble servant, 

J- SWIFT, 



SIR ANDREW FOUKTAINE TO DR. SWIFT- 

1 NEITHER can nor will have patience any 

longer; and, Swift, you are a confounded son of 

a ■ May your half acre turn to a bog, and 

may your willows perisli ; may the worms eat your 

Plato, and may Parvisole-J* break your snuffbox- 

What ! because there is never a bishop in England 

with half the wit of St, George Ashe, nor ever a 

icaetary of state with a quarter of Addison^'j good 



< Fim^ iit&» booksf «nd biillLlingt/ 
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seme % therefore you can*t write to those thii 
jTcWy as well as aoy Clogher or Addison of them alL 
Yoti hare lost your reputation here, and that olfl 
your bastardy the Tatler, is going too ; and there 
is no way left to recover either, biit your writkig^H 
Well ! *tis no xnattcr ; Til cen leame LofitloiwV 
Kifigsmill Is deadj and yoti don't wiite to me^ 
Adieu« 



TO MR. BENJAMIN TOOKE, 

SIR, DCBLm, JUKE 29, 1710. 

X WAS in the country when I receited your let-'' 
ter with the Apology enclosed in it*; and I had. 
neither health nor humour to finish that business^i 
But the blame rests with you^ that if you thought 
it time, you did not print it when you bad it« 
I have just now your last, with the complete Ke)^ 
I believe it is so perfect a Grubstreet piece, it wil 
be forgotten in a week* But it is strange that there 
can be no satisfaction against a bookseller for pub- 
lishing names in so bold a manner. I wish some 
lawyer could advise you how I might have satis- 
faction I for at this rate> there is no book, however 
vile, which may not be fastened on me. I cannoH 
but think that little parson-cousin -|" of mine is ar 
the bottom of this ; for, having lent him a copy of 



• The Apology prtBited to ihe Titc of i Tub. 

f Mr. Thomas Swifr, rector of Futienhim m Surrey, cfaipliio I 

itf WitlLim Temple, and Bnt coniin to ihc crkbrmd dcaci of j 

h trick *i, being the onlj^ fen of hit unck 1 homit. 
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MQC part of, &c. and he showing it, after I was 
gone for trcltnd^ and . the thing abroad, he affected 
to ntk suspiciously, as if he had some share in it 
If be should happen to be in town, and ytfu light 
on iilin, I think you ought to tell him gravely, 
*' Thaij if he be the author, he should set his name 
** to the/' &V, and rally him a litdc upon it ; and 
tdl him, ** if he can explain some things, you will, 
*^ if he pleases, set his name to the next edition/* 
I should be glad to see how far the foolish impu- 
dence of a dunce could go. Well ; I will send you 
the thingt now 1 am in town, as soon as possible. 
But, I dare say, you have neither printed the rest, 
nor finished the cuts ; only are glad to lay the 
fitdt on me. I shall, at the end, take a little con- 
temptible notice of the thing you sent me ; and I 
ilare say it will do you more good than hurt. If 
you are in such haste, how came you to forget the 
Miscellanies ? I would not have you think of Steele 
for a pubHsher ; he is too busy, I will, one of 
these days, send you some hints, which I would 
kte in a preface, and you may get some friend to 
dfesi them up, I have thoughts of some other 
worit one of these years : and I hope to see you ere 
it be long ; since it is likely to be a new world, and 
ance I have the merit of suffering by not complying 
with ihe old, Yours^ &e. 
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LONDON, JULY 10> I? Id- 



E. 



ENCLOSED I have sent the Key, and thfiik it 
would be much more proper to tdd the note? ^c 
the bottom of the respective pages th<fy refer lOj 
Ihan printing thcni at the end by themselves. At 
to the cutSj sir Andrew Fountaine has had tbcra 
from the time they were designed, with an iot 
of altering them. But he is now gone into Nor^ 
folkj and will not return till Michaelmas ; so ihaTt 
I think, they must be laid aside ; for^ unless they 
are very well done, it is better they were quite let 
alone. As to the Apolog)% I was not so cureles 
but that I took a copy of it before I sent it to you \ 
so that I could have printed it easily, but that 
sent me word not to go on till you bad tdt 
something tn it. As to that cousin of your^ wkic 
you speak of, I neither know him, nor ever heoxij 
of him till the Key mentioned him* It was ver 
indifferent to me which I proceeded on first, tli« 
Tale, or the Miscellanies : but, when you went 
away, you told me there were three or four things 
should be sent over out of IreUnd^ which you lia^^g 
not here ; which ^ I think, is a very reasonable €X«H 
cuse for myself in all these afiairs. What I beg of 
you at present is, that you would return the Apo- 
logy and this Key, with directions as tu the pUcmj 
it : although I am entirely of opinion to put it al 
the bottom of each page ; yet shall submit* If rhii 
be not done soon, I cannot promise but some rascal 
or other will do it for us both • since you see the 

hbem 
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libeny iliat is already taken- I think too much 
time has already been lost in tlie Miscenanics i 
tbcfifforc hasten that : and whichever is in the 
moat fbrwardnessj I would begin on first- All here 
depend on an entire alteration. I am, &v. 



MR, ADDISON TO DR. SWIFT, 

DEAft §1R^ DUBLIN CASTLBj JULY 23j IflO. 

iiBOUT two days ago I receiveil the enclosed, 

that is sealed up, and yesterday that of my friend 

Stetks which requiring a sjieedy answer^ I have 

ic5t you expresSp In the mean time I have let 

liifti know, that you are out of town, and that 

lie may expect your answer by the next post, I 

liiicy lie had my lord Halifax*s authority for writ* 

ingi I hope this will bring you to town. For 

your amusement by the way, I have sent you some 

of til is day's news ; to which I must add, that Drs, 

Bpse and Robinson are likely to be tlie bishops of 

Bristol and St, David's : that our politicians arc 

starried at the breaking oft' the negotiations, and 

&11 of stocks ; insomuch that it is thought they will 

not Tenturc at dissolving the parhament in such a 

cmis^ I am ever^ dear sir, your*s entirely, 

J. ADDISON, 

Mr. Steele desires me to seal your s before I de- 
liver it. but this you will excuse in one, who wishes 
you as well as he, or any body living can do. 
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89 LETTERS TO AKD FEOM 

IRISH BISHOPS TO THE BISHOPS OF 
OSSOiRy AND KILLALOE. 

BVBLIK^ AUG. 31, ^7lO. 
OUR VERY GOO0 LORpS, 

W HEREAS several applications have been made 
to her majesty about the first-fruits ind twentieth 
parts, payable to her majesty by the clergy of this 
kingdom, beseeching her majesty, that she would 
be graciously pleased to extend her bounty to the 
clergy here, in such manner as the convocation 
have humbly laid before her majesty, or as htf 
majesty shall in her goodness and wisdom think fit^ 
and the said applications lie still before her nhf' 
jesty; andwe do hope, from her royd bounty^ • 
favourable answer. 

We do therefore entreat your lordships to Citkd 
on you the solicitation of that affair, and to voi 
such proper methods and applications, as you im 
your pmdence shall judge most hkely to be efiec^ 
f ual. We have likewise de^red thp bearer^ Db * 
fiwift, to concern himself with youy being per- 
suaded of his diligence and good affection : aod Wf^ 
desire, that if your lordships occasions require your 
leaving London before you have brought the busi- 
ness to effect, that you would leave with him the 
papers relating to it, with your directions for his 
management in it, if you think it advisable so to 

do. 
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do. We are your lordships most humble servants 
amd brethren^ 

NARCISSUS ARMAGHv 

WILL. DUBLINIENSIS. 

W. CASSEL. 

W. MEATH. 

W. KILDARE. 

WM. KILLALA. 

To the right rev. fathers in God, John, lord bishop 
of Ouory, and Thomas^ lord bishop of Killaloe. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LORD, LONDON, SEPT. Q, 17 10. 

1 ARRIVED here on Thursday last, and inquir- 
ing for the two bishops, I found my lord of Os« 
lory * was gone some time ago, and the. bishop of 
Killaloe -f- I could not hear of until next day, when 
I found he was set out early in the morning for 
Ireland ; so that the letter to their lordships is so far 
to no purpose. I cannot yet learn whether they 
kit any papers behind them ; neither shall I much 
inquire; and to say the truth, I was less solicitous 
to ask after the bishop of Killaloe, when I heard 
ihc other was gone. 

They tell me, all affairs in the treasury are go- 
verned by Mr. Harley :};, and that he is the person 

* Dr. Hantonge was bishop of Ossory from 1693 to 1714. 

+ Dr. Thomas Lindsay, bishop of Killaloe from March 169^, 
^ trindatcd to Raphoe in June 17 13* to Armagh in January 
Allowing; and died July 13, 1714. 

t Afterward earl of Oxford. 

G 2 usually 
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usually applied to ; only of late, my lord Powlct, 
upon what people have talked to him that way, 
hath exerted himself a little, and endeavours to be 
as significant as he can. I have opportunities 
enough of getting some interest with his lordship, 
who hath formerly done me good offices, although 
I have no personal acquaintance with him. After 
which I will apply to Mr. Harley, who formerly 
made some advances toward me ; and, unless he 
be altered, will, I believe, think himself in the 
right to use me well : but I am inclined to suspend 
any particular solicitations until I hear from your 
grace, and am informed what progress the two 
bishops have made ; and until I receive their papers, 
with what oiher directions your grace will desh% to 
send me. 

Upon my arrival here, I found myself equallj 
caressed by both parties, by one as a sort of bough 
for drowning men to lay hold of; and by the other 
as one discontented with the late men in power, 
for not being thorough in their designs, and there- 
tore ready to approve present things. I was to visit 
my lord Godolphin, who gave me a reception very 
unexpected, and altogether dirferent from what I 
ever received from any yreat man in my life ; alto- 
gether short, dry, and morose, not worth repeat- 
ing to your grace, until I have the honour to sec 
you. I complained of it to some of his friends, 
as having, as I thought, for some reasons, deserved 
nnuh the contrary from his lordship : they said, to 
excuse him, that he was overrun with spleen and 
peevishness upon the present posture of afiairs, and 
u'^ed nobody better. It may be new to your grace 
to tell you some circumstances of his removal. A 
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letter was sent him by the groom of the queen's 
smbles, to desire he would break his staffs wliich 
would be the easiest way, both to her majesty and 
him* Mr, Snoidi, chancellor of the exchequer^ 
happening to come in a little after, my lord broke 
bts staff, and flung the pieces in the chimney^ de- 
liring Mr* Smith to be witness that he had obeyed 
the queen's commands ; and sent him to the queen 
rith a letter and a message, which Mr Smith de- 
livered, aod at the &amc time surrendered up his 
own office. The parliament is certainly to be dis- 
solved, aUhough the day is yet uncertain. The 
remainder of nahigs in employment are resolved 
not to resign ; and a certain lord told me, he had 
been the giver of that advice, and did in my pre- 
lence prevail on an acqualnTance of mine in a great 
post to promise the s^me thing; only Mr. Boyle *, 
they say, is resolved to give up. Every body 
counts infallibly upon a general removal. The 
duke of Quccnsberry, it is said^ will be steward ; 
my lord Cholmondeley is gone over to the new in- 
terest, with great indignation of his friends. It is 
affiimed by tlie tories, that the great motive of 
Acie changes was the absolute necessity of a peace, 
which they thought the whigs were for pcrpciually 
delaying. Elections are now managing with greater 
liokncc and expense, and more competitors, than 
ever was known i yet the town is much fuller of 
people than usual at tliis time of the year, waiting 
till tbey see some issue of the matter. The duke 
of Ormond is much talked of fur Ireland, and I 
iauginc he believed something of it himself, Mr, 



Secretary of state* 
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Harley is looked upon as 6rst minister, and not 
my lord Shrewsbury, and his grace helps on the 
opinion, whether out of policy or truth ; upon all 
occasions professing to stay until he speaks with 
Mr. Harley. The queen continues at Kensington 
indisposed with the gout^ of which she has frequent 
returns. 

I deferred writing to your grace as late as I could 
this post^ until I might have something to entei^ 
tain you : but there is such a universal uncertainty 
among those who pretend to know most, that little 
can be depended on. However, it may be some 
amusement to tell you the sentiments of people 
here, and^ as bad as they are, I am sure they are 
the best that are stirring: for it is thought thefe 
are not three people in England entirely in the 
secret ; nor is it sure, whether eyen those three are 
agreed in what they intend to do. 

I am, with great respect, 

my Lord, 

your grace's most obedient 

and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

I have not time to read this, and correct the li^ 
teral mistakes. 

I was to wait on the duke of Ormond, to set 
him right in the story of the college, about the 
statue^ &c. 
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FROM ARCHBISHOP KING TO DR. SWIFT, 



EEVEfiKKD SIH, DUBLIN, SEPT, l6^ 17^0- 

I RECEIVED your's by the last packets, of 
September the ninth ; and because you have miss- 
ed the two bishops, 1 send you, with this^ the 
papers relating to the first-fruits, and twentieth 
parts. I send them in two bundles, being too big 
for one letter. The bishops, so far as I can learn 
from the bishop of Ossory, have not made any step 
liacc I left London, I wifi endeavour to get you 
a letter from the bishops to solicit that affair. In 
flje mean time, open the letter to the two bishops^ 
and make use of it as occasion shall serve. The 
scheme I had laid for them is crossed by my lord* 
tftasurer'$ being out ; though, perhaps, that would 
not have done ; but her majesty's promise I de- 
pended OHj and I had engaged the archbishop of 
York in it* When he comes to London, I will 
give you a letter to him, I can likewise find 
merns, I believe, to possess my lord Shrewsburj* 
and Mr, Harleyj with the reasonableness of the af- 
fair, I am not courder enough to know tlie pro- 
pcrncss of the thing ; hut I Iiad once an imagina- 
000 to attempt her majesty herself by a letter, mo- 
dm!y purring Iier in mind of the matter; and no 
time so proper, as when there is no lord lieutenant 
of Ireland, which perhaps may be soon ; but this 
UtA^ advice. 
Thetie are great men here as much out of hu- 
G 4 mour, 
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itiour, as you describe your great vifitet * to have 
been ; nor does the good news from Spain ^Y ^^^ 
them. I believe, however, they are glad at it, 
though another would liavc served their occasions 
as welL 

I do not apprehend any other secret in all this 
affair^ but to get whigs out of all places of profit 
and trusty and ro get others in them. As for peace 
it must be on no other terms than the prelimina- 
ries ; and you'll find a tory parliament will ^vc 
money as freely, and be as eager to prosecute the 
war, as the whigs wcrc^ or they are not the wise 
men I take them to be. If they do so, and take 
care to have the muney well disposed of when given, 
they will break the king of France's heart, and 
whigs together, and please the nation. There's 
an ugly accident, that happens here in relation 
our twentieth parts and first-fruits : at Midsummer. 
1709, there was ready money in the treasury, 
good solvent debts to the queen to the value of 
7DsO00L Now I am told, by the last weck*s ab- 
stract, there is only TlZ\. in the treasury, and the 
army unpaid, at least uncleared for a year ; and all 
others^ except pensioners, in the same condition^ 



* ^ Probably the csrl of Cktcblphin^ who wat, pertiap»» 
vUited hy Im friends unJ part^j .iftcr the rtslgndituri of hti friff^! 
lord treasurer.* This conjedurc of Dr* Birch was ver>* iiigffiiao*. 
The archbishop** alhwion, however, rdatcd only 10 the pttiratit 
vbit of Dr. Swift to hit lordshtpi which he mcntioti^ ia hb ktlcf 
Scpfcmbef 9. N- 

+ * Probably of ihe battle nfar Sir3gozft» in which king Churfei 
^ Spain gained a complete victory orer hi* coiopettcor^ king Pliill^ 
entile loth of Auguitt 17 lo*" 

Now 



BR. SWIFT. 80 

Now the great motive to prevail with her majesty 
to give the clergy the bounty petitioned for, was 
the clearness of the revenue here ; but if that be 
inticipated, perhaps it may make an objection. I 
will add no more, but my prayers for you. I am, 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



TO DR. STERNE. 

aiS, LONDON, SEPT. 26, 1710. 

Line wouM think this an admirable place from 
whence to fill a letter, yet when I come to exa- 
mine particulars, I find they either consist of news, 
which you hear as soon by the publick papers, or 
of persons and things, to which you are a 
$tranger, and are the wiser and happier for being 
50. Here have been great men every day resigning 
their places ; a resignation as sincere, as that of a 
usurer on his death bed. Here are some, that fear 
being whipped because they have broken their rod ; 
and some that may be called to an account, be- 
cause they could not cast one up. There are now 
not much above a dozen great employments to be 
disposed of, whidi, according to our computation, 
may be done in as many days. Patrick ♦ assures 
me, his acquaintance are all verj' well satisfied with 
these changes, which I take for no ill symptom, 
and it is certain the queen has never appeared so 

• Dr. Swift's senant. 

easy 
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easy or so cheerful I founH my lord Godolpliin the 
worst dissembler of any of thcmt that I have talked 
to ; and no wonder, since his loss and danger arc 
greater, beside the addition of age and complcc^l 
tion. My lord lieutenant * is gone lo the country, 
tu bustle about elections- He is not yet removed % 
because they say it will be requisite to supersede hitn 
by a successor J which the queen has not fixed on ; 
nor is it agreed whether the duke of Shrewsbury or 
Ormond'l^ stand fairest. I speak only for this 
mornings because reports usually change every 
twenty-four hours. Mean time the pamphlets and 
half sheets grow so upon our hands, it will very well 
employ a man every day from morning till night to 
read them, and so out of perfect despair I never read 
any at all, The whlgs, like an army beat thre 
quarters out of the field, begin to skirmish bul 
iaintly; and deserters daily come over* We arc 
amazed to find our mistakes, and how it was possible 
to see so much merit %vhere there was oone, add la 
overlook it where there w^as so much. When a great 
minister has lost his place, immediately virtue, ho-^ 
flour, and wit fly over to his successor, with fhi« 
other ensigns of his office* Since I left off writings 
I received a letter from my lord archbishop of Dub- 
lin, or rather two letters, upon tlicsc memorials, I 
think immediately to begin my soliciting, though 
they are not very perfect ; for I would be glad ca 
know^ whether my lord archbisliop would have thell 
fame method taken hcre> that has been dotie ia 



• * Earl of Whanon/ 

f The tiiike of Ormo^ wis Af^polntcd lord lieutcr^nt, Oct* i6s 
1710* 
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England, to settle it by parliament : but, however 
that will be time enough thoughi of this good while, 

I most here tell you, that the dean of St, Patrick's 
lires better than any man of quaHty I know ; yet this 
day I dined with the comptroller*, who tells me, 
be drinks the queen's wine to day. I saw collector 
Sterne ^^ who desired me to present his service to 
jou, and to tell you he would be glad to hear from 
joo, but not about business ; by which, I told him, 
I guessed he was putting you off about something 
JOU desirtd. 

1 would much rather be tiow in Ireland drinking 
your good uine, and looking over, while you lost 
a crown at penny ombre. I am weary of the ca- 
resses of great men out of place. The comptroller 
C3cpects every day the queen's commands to break 
his staff. He is the last great houshold officer they 
intend to turn out. My lord lieutenant is yet in, 

because they cannot agree about his succssor, I am 

jour most obedient humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



A MEMORIAL OF DR, SIVIFTS TO MR, HARLBY, 

ABQLT THE riRST-FHUlTS J. 

OCT, 7, 1710. 

In Ireland, hardly one parish in ten has any glebe, 
^nd the rest very small and scattered, except a very 
ftw J and these have seldom any houses- 
There 

* Sir John Holland, bart, 

♦ Ewocli Srerne, aq., colic ctur of Wkklow, and clerk of the 
^*cof lofds in I re land i 

tThtt was drawn up by Dr. Swift, the meoiorial he received 

from 
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I Thtre ^re in proportion more improprbtions ic 
rrdand than in Bogland, which, added to die po^ 
vcrty of die countr\% make the livings of very small | 
and uncertain value, so rliat five or six are ofrcii 
joined to make a revenue of 50L per ammm: bat 
diese have seldom above one church in repair, the 
rest being destroyed by frequent wars, &t, ■ 

The clergy, for want of glebes, are forced, in 
their own or neighbouring parish, to take farms toU 
live on at rack rents, V 

The queen having some years since remitted the 
first-fruits to the clergy of England, the bishop of 
Cloyne, being then in London, did petition hcrj 
majesty for the same favour in behalf of the ckrgj 
of Ireland, and received a gracious answer. But' 
this affair, for want of soliciting, was not brought to 
an issue during the governments of the duke of Or- 
mond, and earl of Pembroke* 

Upon the earl of Wharton's succeeding. Dr. Swift 
(who had solicited this matter in the preceding* go- 
vernment) was desired by the bishops of Ireland tOH 
apply to his excellency, who thauglit fit to receive^ 
the motion as wholly new, and what be could not 
consider till he were filled in the government, 
till the same applicauon were made to liim as 
been to his predecessors. Accordingly an addrcs 
was delivered to his lordship, with a petition to tb^ 
queen, and a mcmori:d annexed from both houses « 
convocation ; but a dispute happening in the loweil 
house, wherein his chaplain was concerned^ and" 
which was represented by the said chaplain as anj 



frooi the bbhop« having been too long, and not to tile ] 
"See his letter of Oct. io» 
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iffram designed to \m excellencr, who was pleased 
to undcrstaod and report it so to the court, the con- 
tocirion was suddenly prorogued , and all farther 
thooghrs aboat the first-fruits let fall as desperate. 

The subject of the petition wa^i to desire^ that the 
twentieth parts miglit be remitted to the clergy, 
and the first-fruirs made a fund for purchasing glebes 
and impropriations, and rcbuikling churches. 

The twentietli parts are twelve pence in the pound, 
paid annually out of all ecclesiastical benefices, as 
they were valued at tlie reformation. They amount 
to about 500L per mmnm ; but of little or no value 
to the queen, after the oificers and other charges are 
piiclj though of much trouble and %'exation to the 
clcrg)% 

Ihe first-fruits paid by incumbents upon their 
protnotion amount to 45oL per annum % so that her 
majesty, in remitting about XKiiiOX. per ammm to tht 
dcrg)% %\ill really lose not above 50oL 

Upon August 31, 1710, the two houses of con- 
vooLtion being met to be farther prorogued, the 
archbishops and bishops conceiving there was now a 
favourable juncture to resume their applicationSj did, 
in their private capacities, sign a power to the said 
Dr, Swift, to solicit the remitting of the first-fruits 
and ttfvxntieth parts. 

But there is a greater burden than this, and al- 
most intolerable^ upon several of the clergy in Ire- 
kid; the casing of which, the clergy only looked 
tin as a thing to be wished, without making it part 
of their petition. 

The queen is impropriator of several parishes, and 
tk incumbent pajns her half-yearly a rent generally 
to the third part of the real value of the living, and 

sometimes 
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sometimes half. Some of these parishes yielduig no 
income to the vicar^ by the increase of graders, are 
seii^d on by the crown, and cannot pay the reserved 
rent. The value of all these imprc^priations are about 
!lOOOl. per anmwi to her majesty. ' 

Tf the queen would graciously please to bestow 
likewise these impropriations, to the church, part 
to be remitted to the incumbent, where the rent b 
large, and the living small, and the rest to be laid 
out in levying glebes and impropriations, and build* 
ing churches^ it would be a most pious and season- 
able bounty.- 

The utmost value of the twentieth parts, first- 
fruits, and crown rents, is 30001. per ammm, of 
which about 6OOI. per annum is sunk among officers; 
so that her majesty, by this great benefaction, wcmld 
lose but 25001. /^r annum. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

My LORD^ LONDON^ OCT. 10, l7ld* 

1 HAD the honour of your grace's letter of Sep- 
tember 16, but I was in no pain to acknowledge it, 
nor shdl be at any other time, until I have some- 
thing that I think worth troubling you, because I 
am very sensible bow much an insignificant letter is 
worse than none at all. I had likewise the memo- 
rial, 6f ^. in another packet : and I beg your grace 
to enclose whatever packets you send me (I mean 
of bulk) under a paper directed to Mr. Steele, at hb 
office in the cockpit, and not for me at Mr. 

Steele's. 
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Steele's* I shotjld have been glad the bishops had 
been hexe, although I take bishops to be the worj&t 
sdidtors in the worlds except in their own con^ 
cems. They cannot give themselves the Httle trou- 
bles of attendance that other men are content to 
swallow ; else, I am sure^ their two lordships mighc 
bve succeeded easier than men of my level can rea- 
sonably hope to do. 

As $oon as I received the packets, I went to 
wait upon Mr. Harley. I had prepared him before 
byanotber hand, where he was very intimate and 
got myself represented (which I might justly do) as 
one extremely ill used by the last ministrj^ after 
jome obligations, because I refused to go certain 
kngtlis they would have mc. This happened to be 
in some sort Mr, Harley's own case- He had heard 
my often of me, and received me witli the greatest 
Si3fk3 of kindness and esteem, as I was whispered 
thtt he would ; and the mortj upon the ill usage I 
bad met wiih. I sat with him two hours among 
company, and two hours we were alone » where I 
gave him a history of the whole business, and the 
itcps that had been made in it; which he heard as 
I could wish, and promised with great readiness hh 
best credit to effect it- I mentioned the difficulties 
n had met with from lord lieutenants and their 
Secretaries, who would not sutter others to sohcit, 
and neglected it themselves. He fell in with me 
entirely I and said, neither they nor himself should 
have the merit of it, but the queen, to whom he 
*odd show my memorial with the first opportunitj-; 
w order, if possible, to have it done in ihisinterreg- 
^m. I said, It was a great encouragement to the 
buhops that he was in the treasury! w^hom they 

knem 
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knew to have been the chief adviser of the queen to 
grant the tame favour in England ; that the honour 
and merit of this would certainly be liis, next the 
queen's ; but that it was nothing to him, who lud 
done so much greater things ; and that for my part, 
I thought he was obliged to the clergy of IreUmd, 
for giving him an occasion of gratifying the pleasure 
he took in doing good to ilie church*'* He rc-M 
ceived my coniphment extremely well, and renewed ^ 
his promises* 

Your grace will please to know thatj beside the 
first-fruits, I told him of the crown-rents, and 
showed the nature and value of them ; but said, 
my opinion was^ that the convocation had not mcn» J 
tiotied th< ni in their petition to the queen, delivered ■ 
to lord Wharton wiih the address, because they 
thought the tinaes would not then bear it ; but thai 
I looked upon myself to have a discreiionarr power! 
to solicit it in so favourable a juncture. I had twa 
memorials ready of my own drawing up, as short as 
possible, showing the nature of the thing, and how 
long it had been depending, 6fr. One of these me- 
morials had a paragraph at the end relating to the 
crown- rents; the other had none. Incase he had 
not received the motion of the crown-rents, I would 
have given him the last, but I gave him the other, M 
which he immediately read, and promised tu second ■ 
hfh with his best offices to the queen. As I have 
placed that paragraph in my memorial, tt can do nal 
harm, and nuy possibly do good. Hawevcr, I beg 

♦ Dr. CimbrlU ia hit Fbilo&apKjr of RhetorUk, produces tfcii 
puung^ u& ji ^nc cxjimple of an ij>dircct, but »uccrsitul nijfjncr ' 
|)fai»ii>g, by skeining to in t err Tk course of the yt>li^4tiDtij and 
ttpri^Ktit die pcr^uu oUiging as tbe persoA obliged. 

vour 



Ul, SWIFT. 



9? 



jrtnir grace to say nothing of it, but if it dies, let it 
die in silence ; we must take up with what can be 
got- 

I forgot to tell your grace^ that when I said I was 
empowered, &>. he desired to see my powers : and 
then I heartily wished they had. been a little more 
smple ; and I have since wondered what scruple a 
Dumber of bishops could have of empowering a 
rkrg)'mao to do the church and thein a scnice^ 
mibout any prospect or imagination of interest for 
iiimself, farther than about ten shillings a year- 
Mr. Harley has invited me to dine with him to 
day; but I shall not put him upon this discourse so 
looo. If he begins it himself, I will add at bottom 
whatever there is of moment. 

He said J Mr. secretary St. John desires to be 
anqiiainted with me, and that he will bring us to- 
gciher, which may be of farther help; although I 
idd him I had no thoughts of applying to any 
but himself; wherein he differed from me, de- 
wing I would speak to others^ if it were but for 
foriD ; and seemed to mean, as if he would avoid 
the envy of doing things alone. But an old 
courtier (an intimate friend of mine) with whom I 
coii5ulred» advised me still to let liim know, I re- 
lied wholly upon his good inclinations and credit 
with the queen< 

I tind I am forced to say all this very confused* 
Ifi just as it lies in my memory ; but, perhaps, it 
may give your gmce a truer notion of what pass- 
ed, than if I had writ in more order. Besides^ I 
itn forced to omit the greatest part of what I said, 
betDg not proper for a letter at such a distance ; for 
1 told very freely the late causes which had stopped 
Vol. XI. * H this 
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this matter, and removed many odious misrepreaea^^ 
tations, 6fr. 

I beg, whatever letters are sent to bishops or 
others in this matter, by your grace or the primate, 
may be enclosed to me, that I may stifle or deliver 
them, as the course of the affair shall require. At 
for a letter from your grace to the queen, you 
say it needs advice ; and I am sure it is not from 
me, who shall not presume to offer; but perhaps 
from what I have writ you may form some judgment 
or other. 

As for publick affairs, I confess I began this letter 
on a half sheet, merely to limit myself on a subject 
with which I did not know whether your grace 
would be entertained. I am not yet convinced ;■ 
that any access to men in power gives a man more ^ 
truth or light than the politicks of a coffeehouse* ' 
I have known some great ministers, who would 
seem to discover the very inside of their heartSi 
when I was sure they did not value whether I had 
proclaimed all they had said at Charing-cross. 
But I never knew one great nunister, who made 
any scruple to mould the alphabet into whatever 
words he pleased ; or to be more difficult about any 
facts, than his porter is about that of his lord*8 be- 
ing at home ; so that whoever has so little to do, 
as to desire some knowledge in secrets of state* 
must compare what he hears from several great t 
men, as from one great man at several times, which 
is equally different. People were surprised, when 
the court stopped its hands as to farther removals : 
the comptroller, a lord of the admiralty, and some 
others, told me, they expected every day to be dis* 
missed ; but they were all deceived, and the higher 

tories 
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!s arc very angry : but some time ago, at 
Hampton-comtj I picked out the reason from a 
dozen persons ; and told sir J, Holland, I would 
lay a wager he would not lose his staff so soon as 
be imagined. The ministry arc afraid of too great 
a majority of their own side in the house of com- 
iQOiis, and tlierefore stopped short in their changes ; 
jet some refiners think they have here gone too far 
alreadyi for of thirty new members in the present 
dccrions, about twenty-six are tones. The duke 
of Ormond seems still to stand the fairest for Ire- 
land : although I hear some faint hopes they will 
not nominate very soon. The ruin of the late 
party was owing to a great number^ and a com- 
plication of causes, which I have had from persons 
able enough to inform me ; and that is all we can 
mean by a good hand^ for the veracity is not to 
be relied on. The duchess of Marlborough's re- 
niool has been seven years working ; that of the 
treasurer above three, and he was to be dismissed 
before lord Sunderland, Beside the many personal 
caoscs, that of breaking measures settled for a peace 
four years ago, had a great weight, when the French 
had complied with all terms^ &f. In shorty they 
apprehended the old party to be entirely against a 
peace, for some time^ until tlicy were rivetted fast, 
too last to be broke, as they otherwise expected^ if 
the war should conclude too soon, I cannot tell 
(for it is just come into my head) whether some 
unanimous addresses, from those who love the 
cliurch in Ireland, or from Dublin, or your grace 
srnd the clergy, might not be seasonable ; or, whe- 
ther my lord Wharton's being not yet suspended 
may yet hinder it. 

H 2 J forgot 
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I forgot to tell your grace, that the memorial I 
gave Mr. Harley was drawn up by myself, and was 
an abstract of what I had said to him : it was as 
short as I could make it ; that which you sent being 
too long, and of another nature. 

I dined to day with Mr. Harley ; but I must 
humbly beg your grace's pardon if I say no more 
at present, for reasons I may shortly let you know. 
In the mean time, I desire your grace to believe 
me, with the greatest respect. 
My Lord, 
your grace's 
most dutiful 

and most humble servant, 
J. SWIFT. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

REVEREND SIR, DUBLIN, OCT. 24, 1710^ 

1 THANK you for your's of the lOth instant, and 
send you enclosed a farther power by my lord 
primate and me. My lord is not able to come to 
town, which obliged me to wait on him at Johns- 
ton, and hindered the joining of two or thrce^ 
bishops in it who are yet in town : but I supposes 
our signing is sufficient. I went in the morning tc^ 
wait on his grace, and intended, when he ha(= 
signed it, to have applied to other bishops ; but h^ 
was abroad taking the air, and I could not get S 
until it was late, and thought it better to sign 
icnd it as it is, than wait for another post. Yo 
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may expect by the next a letter to his grace of Can- 
terbury, and another to the archbishop of York. I 
apprized them both of the business. The latter, if 
I remember right, spoke to her majesty about it ; 
I am not sure, that her majesty remembers what I 
said on that subject ; but am sure she was pleased 
to seem satisfied with it, and to scruple only the 
time : I suppose, not thinking it fit to confer the 
&voar she designed the clergy of Ireland by the 
hands it must then have passed through, but said, 
that in the interval of a change, or absence of a 
chief governor, it should be done. I hope now is 
the proper time, and that her majesty will rather 
follow the dictates of her own bountiful inclina- 
tions, than the intrigues of cunning covetous coun- 
sellors. 

I thought to have troubled you with a great 
many things ; but such a crowd of visitors have 
broken in upon me before I could lock my gates, 
that I am forced to break off abruptly, recommend- 
ing you to God's care. 

I am, ^c. 

WILLIAM DUBLIN. 



FROM LORD PRIMATE* AND ARCHBI- 
SHOP KING. 

SIR, DUBLIN, OCT. 24, 17 10. 

W E directed a letter to the bishops of Ossory 
and Killaloe last August, desiring and empower- 

* Dr. NarcissuB Marsh. 

H 3 ing 
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ing them to solicit the affair of our first-fruits and 
twentieth parts with her majesty; which has de- 
pended so long, notwithstanding her majesty's 
good intentions, and several promises of the chief 
governors here to lay our addresses before her ma- 
jesty in the best manner. We were then appre- 
hensive, that those bishops might return from Eng* 
land before the business could be effected, and 
therefore we desired them to concern you in it : 
having so good assurance of your ability, prudence, 
and fitness to prosecute such a matter. We find 
the bishops returned before you came to London^ 
for which we are very much concerned ; and judg^ 
ing this the most proper time to prosecute it with 
success, we entreat you to take the fiill manage- 
ment of it into your hands ; and do commit the 
care of soUciting it to your diligence and pru- 
dence ; desiring you to let us know from time to 
time what progress is made in it. And if any thing 
farther be necessary on our part, on your intima- 
tion we shall be ready to do what shall be judged 
reasonable. 

This, with our prayers for the good success of 
your endeavours, is all from, 
SIR, 

Your, &c. 

NARCISSUS ARMAGH, 
WILLIAM DUBLIN, 




FROM 
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PROM ARCHBISHOP KING, 

RBVBRBND SIR, DUBLIN, NOV. 2, 1710. 

1 HE declaration of his grace the duke of Or- 
mond to be our lord lieutenant has stopped the 
farther letters of recommendation designed to be 
sent to you, because the bishops were unwilling 
to solicit the affair of the first> fruits and twentieth 
parts by any other hand. I gave them some ac- 
count how fax you had been concerned in it ; and 
they ordered a letter to Mr. Southwell, to give him 
an account, that the papers were in your hands, 
and to desire you to wait on him with them, and 
take your own measures in soliciting the affair. I 
am not to conceal from you, that some expressed a 
little jealousy that you would not be acceptable to 
the present courtiers, intimating that you were 
under the reputation of being a favourite of the 
late party in power. You may remember I asked 
you the question before you were engaged in this 
affair, knowing of what moment it was ; and by 
the coldness' I found in some, I soon perceived what 
was at the bottom. I am of opinion, that this con- 
juncture of circumstance will oblige you to exert 
yourself with more vigour ; and if it should suc- 
ceed, you have gained your point ; whereas, if you 
should fail, it would cause no reflections, that hav- 
^g been the fate of so many before you. 

I can be very little useful to you at this distance ; 
but if you foresee any thing, wherein I may be 

H 4 serviceable 
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serviceable to the business, or yourself, you may 
command, sir, your's, (^c. 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LORD, LONDON, NOV. 4, 17 10. 

A AM most unhappily engaged this night, where 
I cannot write to your grace so long a letter as I 
intended : but I will make it up in a post or two. 
I have only now to tell you, that Mr. Harley has 
given me leave to acquaint my lord primate and 
your grace, that the queen has granted the first- 
fruits and twentieth parts to the clergy of Ireland. 
It was done above a fortnight ago ; but I was then 
obliged to keep it a secret, as I hinted to your 
grace in my last letter. He has now given mc 
leave to let your grace and my lord primate know 
it ; only desires you will say nothing of it until a 
letter comes^to you from my lord Dartmouth, se- 
cretary of state. All I know yet is, that the bishops 
are to be made a corporation for the disposal of the 
first-fruits, and that the twentieth parts are to be 
remitted. I will write to your grace the particulars 
of my negotiation, and some other amusements 
very soon. I humbly beg your grace to acquaint 
my lord primate with this. I had your grace's let- 
ter last post ; and you will now see that your let- 
ters to the archbishop here are unnecessary, I was 
a little in pain about the duke of Ormond, who^ I 
feared, might interpose in this matter, and be 
angry it was done without him : but Mr. Harley 

has 
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has very kindly taken this matter upon himself. It 
was yesterday I dined with him, and he told me all 
this ; and tomorrow I dine with him again, where 
I may hear more, I shall obey your grace's direC' 
dons, whether my stay here be farther necessary, 
after you have had the letter from the secretary'* 
office. I know not what it will be ; but, if any 
fbnns remain to finish, I shall be ready to assist in 
it as I have hitherto done. I have all the reason in 
Ac world to be satisfied with Mr. Harley's conduct 
in this whole affair. In three days he spoke of it 
to the queen, and gave her my memorial, and so 
amtinued until he got her grant. I am now in 
much company, and steal this time to write to your 
grace. The queen was resolved to have the whole 
merit of this affair to herself. Mr. Harley advised 
her to it ; and next to her majesty, he is the only 
person to be thanked. I suppose it will not be 
many days before you have the letter from my lord 
Dartmouth ; and your grace will afterward signify 
your commands, if you have any for me. I shall 
go to the office, and see that a dispatch be made 
as soon as possible. 

I am, with the greatest respect, 
my Lord, 

your grace's 

most dutiful and most 
obedient humble Servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



ARCH- 
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ARCHBISHOP KING TO DR. SWIFT. 

REVEREND SIR^ DUBLIN, NOV. l6, 1710t 

1 HAVE before me your's of the 4th instant, 
which I received two posts ago. It was very 
grateful to me, and I hope it will have a good et 
feet as to the church in general, and be of use 
to you in particular, which I heartily wish. My 
lord primate is out of town, and I have not seen 
him since I received your's, nor do I see any haste 
to communicate it to him ; but in due time there 
will be no need to make a secret of it. I durst not 
have said any thing of it, if you had not given me 
the caution, lest any accident should intervene, to 
which all nutters of this nature are liable. It puts 
a man out of countenance to raise expectations, if 
he should not be able to satisfy them. I under- 
stand that her majesty designed this should be her 
own act ; but the good instruments, that have been 
subservient, ought not to be forgot ; and, with 
God's help, I will do my endeavour that they shall 
not. I shall be impatient to see the accomplish- 
ment of this charitable work. 

We are here in as great a ferment about choosing 
parliament men, on a supposition that this parlia- 
ment will be dissolved as soon as your's in England. 
And it is remarkable, that such as design to betray 
their country, are more diligent to make votes, 
than those that have some faint intentions to serve 
it. It would prevent a great deal of needless charges 
6 and 
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and heats^ if we certainly knew whether we should 
have a new parliament or not. 

All business in chancery, and in truth all publick 
business^ is at a stand, by the indisposition of my 
kid chancellor. I would tell you, that I am en- 
gaged most unhappily this night, to excuse this 
sb^ letter ; but the plain truth, I think, will do 
IS well ; which is, that I have no more to say but 
my prayers for you, &c. 

WILL. DUBLIN, 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LOAD, LONDON, NOV. 23, 1710* 

1 HAD your grace's letter* not until this day : 
whedier it lay in the secretary's office, or was kept 
by the wind, I cannot tell ; but I would have ex- 
posed it immediately whenever it had come, Mr. 
Southwell told me two days ago of the letter -J^ your 
grace mentions, which surprised me a good deal, 
when I remembered I had writ to your grace three 
weeks ago, that the queen had absolutely granted the 
first-fruits and twentieths, and that Mr. Harley had 
permitted me to signify the same to the primate and 
your grace. Perhaps that letter might not have 
reached your grace before that resolution of sending 
to the duke of Ormond ; but however, I gave you 
such an account of my reception from Mr. Harley, 
and his readiness to undertake this affair, and what 

• Dated Nov. 2. 

t To the dake of Ormood probabl/* 

steps 
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Steps he had already made in it, as I thought would 
have given you some sight in what way the business 
was ; but Mr. Harley charged me to tell nobody 
alive what the queen had resolved on, till he gave 
me leave ; and by the conclusion of a former letter, 
your grace might see you were to expect some far- 
ther intelligence very soon. Your grace may re- 
member, that upon your telling me how backward 
the bishops were in giving me a power, I was very 
unwilling to go at all, and sent the dean of St. 
Patrick's to tell you so ; but you thought I could 
not handsomely put it off, when things were gone so 
far. Your objection then, about the disadvantage I 
lay under in point of party, I know well enough 
how to answer, otherwise nothing should have pre- 
vailed on me to come hither ; and if my lords the 
bishops doubt whether I have any credit with the 
present ministry, I will, if they please, imdo this 
matter in as little time as I have done it. I did 
reckon your grace understood and believed me in 
what I said ; and I reckon so still : but I will not be 
at the pains of undeceiving so many. I never pro- 
posed to myself either credit or profit by my labour, 
but the satisfaction of doing good, without valuing 
whether I had the merit of it or not : but the me- 
thod now taking was the likeliest way to set all things 
backward, if it were not past danger. It shall be 
my business (until my lords the bishops forbid me to 
engage farther) to prevent any misunderstanding with 
Mr. Harley by this sudden step. The thing was all 
done before the duke of Ormond was named for 
lord lieutenant, so there was no affront at all to him ; 
and Mr. Harley told me more than once, that such 
an interest was the properest, because he thought the 

queen 
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queen herself should have the doing of it : but I 
said a great deal of this in former letters. If your 
grace has any commands for me of your own, I shall 
obey them with all cheerfulness, being, with great 
respect^ 

My lord, 

your grace's most obedient 
and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT, 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING, 

LONDON, NOV. 28, I7IO. 

A DAY or two after I received your grace's letter, 

of the second instant, I dined with Mr. Southwell, 

who showed me the letter of the bishops to the duke 

ofOrmond, and another letter from the bishop of 

Kildare to Mr. Southwell, to desire him to get the 

papers from me, which I shall send him as soon as I 

have looked them out. Mr. Southwell said, that a 

month or two hence, when the duke began to think 

of this journey, it w^ould be time enough to solicit 

this affair. Upon this I told him frankly, that the 

queen had already granted the first-fruits, and that I 

had writ to your grace by Mr. Ilarley's directions, 

but that my letter did not reach you until your's was 

sent to the duke and him ; and that therefore I 

thought it would be a very odd step to begin again. 

He said, he was glad it was done, and that he did 

not design to take any of the credit from me, &V. I 

told him sincerely, it was what I did not regard at 

all, 
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all, and pro\ided the church had the benefit, it was 
indifferent to me how it came about ; and so wc 
parted. I had told the duke of Ormond at first, 
that I would apply myself to Mr. Harley if his grace 
advised it, which he did ; and I afterward told Mr. 
Southwell, that Mr. Harley had been very kind in 
promising his good offices : farther I durst not 
speak, being under an engagement of secrecy to 
Mr. Harley ; and the whole thing was done before 
the duke was declared lord lieutenant. If your grace 
considers the time you sent me the paper, you will 
judge what dispatch was made ; in two days after, I 
delivered a memorial I drew up to Mr. Harley ; and 
in less than a fortnight he had treated the matter four 
times with the queen, and then told me she had 
granted it absolutely, as my memorial desired, but 
charged me to tell no man alive ; and your grace 
may remember, that one of my letters ended with 
something as if I were limited, and would say more 
in a short time. In about a week after, I had leave 
to inform the primate and your grace, as I did in 
my letter of the 4th instant. It is to be considered, 
that the queen was all this while at Hampton Court 
or Windsor, so that I think ^ the dispatch was very 
great. But indeed, I expected a letter would have 
been sent from the secretary's office, to signify this 
matter in due form ; and so it will : but Mr. Harley 
had a mind first to bring me to the queen, for that 
and some other matters ; and she came to town not 
a week ago, and was out of order one day when it 
was designed I should attend her, and, since, the 
parliament's beginning has taken her up : but in c 
few days, Mr. Harley telk me he will introduce 
me. This I tell your grace in confidence, only to 

satisfy 
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sttisfy you in particular^ why the queen has not 

yet sent a letter in form. Upon that dispatch to 

Mr* South we U3 I was perplexed to the last degree. 

1 did not value the slighting manner of the bishop 

of Kildare's letter, barely desiring Mr. Southwell to 

caQ on me for the papers, without any thing farther, 

as if I had been wholly insignificant ; but I was at a 

loss how to behave myself with the duke and Mr* 

Uarley. I met the latter yesterday in the court of 

requests, and he whispered me to dine with him* At 

dinner^ I told him of the dispatch to Mr, South well» 

and ralhed him for putting me under difficulties with 

hts secrets ; that I was running my head against a 

wall ; that he reckoned he had done the church and 

toe a favour; that I should disoblige the duke of 

Ormond ; and that the bishops in Ireland thought 

I had done nothing, and had therefore taken away 

my commission- He told me, your lordship had 

^ken it away in good time, for the thing was done ; 

that, as for the duke of Ormond, I need not be 

uneasy ; for he would let his grace know it as soon 

*shc saw him, which would be in a day or two, at 

the treasury; and then promised again to carry me 

to the queen, with the first opportunity, Yuur 

grace now sees how the affair stands, and whether 

I desen e such treatment from the bishops ; from 

every part whereof 1 wholly exclude your grace, and 

could only wish my first letter, about the progress I 

had made, ha^l found so much credit with you, as 

to bve delayed that dispatch until you heard once 

taofe from me. I had at least so much discretion, 

oot to pretend I had done more than I really did, 

but rather less : and if I had consulted my own 

^terestj J should have employed my credit with the 

present 
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present ministry another way. The bishops arc mi^ 
taken in me i it is well known here, that I could 
have made my markets witlj the last ministry if I 
had pleased ; and the present men in power are very 
well apprized of it, as your grace may, if I live to se« 
you again ; which I certainly never would in Ireland, 
if I did not flatter myself that I am upon a better foot 
with your grace, than with some other of their lord- 
ships. Your grace is pleased to command me to con- 
tinue my solicitations ; but as now there will be no 
need of them, so I think my commission is at an 
end, ever since I had notice of that dispatch to Mr, 
Southwell, However, in obedience to your grace, 
if there be any thing to be done about expediting 
the forms, wherein my service can be of use, I uiH 
readily perform as far as I am able : but I must tell 
your grace what gives me the greatest displeasure, 
that I had hopes to prevail that the queen should in 
some months be brought to remit the crown-rents, 
which I named in my memorial, but in an article by 
itself; and wliich Mr. Harley had given me some 
hopes of, and I have some private reiscini to think 
might have been brought about- I mentioned it ittj 
the memorial, only as Irom myself; and thereforci , 
if r have an opportunity, I shall venture to meotioa I 
it to the queen, or at least repeat it to Mr. Harley* 
This I do as a private man, whom die bishojw no - 
longer own. It is certainly right to pay all civilities, 
and make applications to a lord lieutenant ; but^ ^ 
without some other mean^, a business may hang long 
enough, as this of the first-fruits did for four years 
under the duke of Ormond's last government, al- 
though, no man loves the church of Ireland better 1 
than his grace ; but such things are forgot and ne* 

glecteid 
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glectcd between the governor and his secretaries, 
unless solicited by somebody who has the business 
at heart* Bui I hare done, and shall trouble your 
grace no farther upon this affair ; and on other oc- 
casions, while I am here, will endeavour to enter- 
tain you with what is likely to pass in this busy scene^ 
where alt things are taking a new, and» I think, t 
good mm ; and where, if you please, I will write ta 
you, with that freedom I formerly did ; and I beg 
your grace to employ me in any commands you 
may have here, which I shall be prouder to obey, 
ihaQ to have ever so much merit with some others ; 
bdn^ witli perfect respect. My lord. 
Your grace's most dutiful 

and most obedient humble servant, 

J. SWIFT* 

Your grace will please to direct for me at St* 
Jimes*s cotteehouse, St, Jameses street* 

Two hundred members supped l^st night at the 
Fountain tavern, where they went to determine 
ibout a chaimnan for elections* Medllcott and 
Manly were the two candidates ; but the company 
could not agree, and parted in an iU humour- It 
b I matter of some moment, and I hope it will be 
tmictbly made up ; but the great rock we are afraid 
^t is a dissension among the majority, because the 
wtikcst part, when they grow discontented, know 
*b€ic to retire^ and be received- 
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ARCHBISHOP KING TO DR. SWIFT. 

REVEREND SiR> DUBLIN, NOV. 30, I710« 

I RECEIVED your's of the '23d, by last packet* 
I was aware of what you observed, when the letter 
to his grace was signed ; but it was before I received 
your's of the 4th instant, wherein you tell me, that 
the business was in effect done ; nor could I have 
any certain prospect that it would be done from any 
intimation that I had before from you. You must 
know, that this was not the only thing displeased me 
in the letter ; it was drawn and signed by some before 
I saw it. I looked on it as a snare laid in my way ; 
nor must you wonder that some are better at maldng 
their court, than serving the church ; and can flatter 
much better, than vote on the right side. Those 
that had rendered themselves justly obnoxious hf 
deserting his grace's* friends and interest in noto- 
rious instances, think they have salved all by this 
early application, and perhaps it may prove so. 

But if the matter be done, assure yourself it will 
be known by whom, and what means it was effected. 

In the mean time, God forbid you should think 
of slacking your endeavours to bring it to perfec- 
tion. I am yet under an obligation not to say any 
thing of the matter from your letter ; and while so, 
it would be hard for me to refuse to sign such a 
letter as that you mention, or find a pretence for so 
doing : but when the business is done, the means 

* ' The duke of Ormond, who was declared lord lieatcnant of 
• Ireland, Oft. 19, 171c.* 

and 
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and methods will likewise be knowtij and every body 
have their due tiiat contributed to it. 

I shall reckon nothing done till the queen s letter 
come here. You may remember how we were bom 
in hand in my lord Pembroke's time^ that the queen 
had ])asscd the grant ; which* after a whole year's 
expectation and solicitation, proved only a mouthftil 
of moonshine* Botj if it succeeds better now, we 
muse owe it, next to the queen's goodness and 
bounty, to the great care of the great man to whom 
you have applied, and to your management. It is 
sc^en or eight years since we first attempted thU 
affair, and it passed through several hands ; yet no 
progress was made in it, which was certainly due to 
the ill methods uken to put it forward ; which^ in 
truthj instead of promoting, obstructed it. At the 
very first motion, it was promised^ and in a fair way; 
but the bishops here^ out of their abundant deference 
to the government, made the same wrong step they 
uijyld liave done now ; and we could never make 
the least progress sincej till now, and I pray God 
we have not put it back again* 

You must not intaginej that it is out of any dis- 
aiFection to you, or any distrust of your ability or 
diligence, that the bishops here were so cold in their 
employing you: but they reckon on party; and 
though several knew what you were^ yet they ima- 
gined, and some vouched, that you were looked on 
at court as engaged on the other side ; and you can- 
Jiot do yourself a greater service than to bring this 
to a good issue, to their shame and conviction, I 
heartily recommend you and your business to God's 
caic. 1 am, ^»-, 

WILL, DUBLIN. 
I 2 FROM 
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A HIS is to acknowledge the receipt of yourV of 
the 2Sth ult. which came not to my hands till Thurs- 
day last, by reason of winds, that kept the packets 
on the other side. 

I find die matter of our first-fruits, &t, is talked of] 
now. I reckon on nothing certain till her majesty's 
letter comes in form : and qitaere, why should you not 
come and bring it with you ? It would make you t 
very welcome clergyman to Ireland, and be the be^t 
means to satisfy mankind how it waa obtained, al- 
though I think it will be out of dispute, I am very 
well apprised of the dispatch you gave this affaitj and 
well pleased, that I judged better of the person fit 
to be employed, than some of my brethren. But 
now it is done, as I hope it is effectually, they will 
assume as much as their neighbours ; which I iliall 
never contradict. ^1 

Things are taking a new turn here as well as with ^1 
you i and I am of opinion, by the time you cocnc 
here, few will profess themselves whigs. The greatest^ 
danger I apprehend^ and which terrifies mc more 
than perhaps you will be able to imagine, is the fury 
and indiscretion of some of our own people ; who 
never had any merits but, by embroiling things, thtj 
did, and I am afraid will yet do, mischief. Yc 
will Soon hear of a great conspiracy discovered m 
the county of Westmeath. I was used to so many 1 
disirovtries of plots in the latter end of king CliarJei'si 

timCj 
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time, and the beginning of king James's, that I am 
not surprised at this discoyer}% 1 must not say any 
thing of it* till all the witnesses be examined : so 
many as have deposed are not decisive- The design 
of it is to show all the gentlemen of Ireland to be a 
pack of desperate whigs, ready to rise up in arms 
igainst her majesty for the old ministry, associating 
to that purpose. Wliether it be for the interest of 
Ireland to have this believed you may judge j and 
sure there must be good evidence to make any rea- 
sonable man believe it. Mr. Higgins * has drawn 
up the narrative, and sent it to England, and will 
pawn all he is worth to make it good. I heartiljr 
recomnaend you to God's favour ; and ami 6fir. 

WILL. DUBLINf . 

. • Ffafids Higgins, M, A. prebendary of Christ-church, in 
Dtibtt7it *^ rector of Ballrudde ry, in thai count) . He was 
i^efwan! pftiCfited by ihc grmd jury of the county of Dublin, 
Si iIm fth of October j > 7 n , ^s a lower of sediiiojij tfid groynd. 
_ Mm |e:tlcmsies^ among her majesiy'* pmtesunt subjects, Hig- 
pin (yiiblijhed an answer to the present ment on the 9th, with a 
tcitiJiionjal of the lower house of convocation in hit favour. And 
m the loth of the said immth, Henn', lord Saf>trj% presented a petu 
tioB re the brd lieutenant and privy council of Ireland^ dei iring, 
tliS Mr. Higgins might be torned out of the commisiion of the 
peace* See a letter, djtcd O^ober a;, 171 k But, after ieve^ 
nJ bearings of the ca»c» before the lord lieutenant and council, he 
»«, on the 19th of November following, deared ; though the 
Btlibtiltop of Dublin voted in the negative against him. 

f Doctor Swift used his credit with the ministry, for the bene- 

it of t]i€ diufch of Ireland^ so heartHy and &o effectually at this 

time, thai be procured a grant from the queen for cxonc* 

the clergy of Ireland from py ing twentieth parts, dated the 

^tb of Fcbnary 17101 and atK»ther grant bearing the same date to 

lord aichbishop of Armagh, sir Conitantine Phtpps, 

U^ cfaiocclkr of Ittiand, Waiiamj lord axchbishop of Dub- 

I I lin, 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 



MY LORD, LONDON, DEC. 30, 1710. 

1 HAVE just received your grace's letter of the 
l6th ; and I was going however to write again to 
your grace, not upon business, but to amuse you 
with something from hence, which no man wants 
more than your grace, considering the variety of 
other people's affairs you have always on your hands, 
as Urell as the church's and your own, which arc the 
same thing. The duke of Ormond told me the 
other day, that the primate * declined very fast, and 
was hardly able to sign a paper. I said, I won^ 
dered they would put him in the government, when 
every one knew he was a dying man this twelve- 
month past. I hope, for the church's good, that 
your grace's friends will do their duty, in repre- 
senting you as the person the kingdom wishes to 
succeed him. I know not how your dispositions 
stand that way. I know my lord president has 
great credit at present, and I have understood him 
to be a friend to your grace- I can only say, I have 
no regard to your interest in this, but that of the 

lin, John, lord archbishop of Tuam, and others, of the first-fiutts 
payable out of all ecclesiastical benefices, in trust to be for evtf 
applied toward purchasing glebes, and building residentiary houses 
for poor endowed vicars. The success of which charitable fond 
hitherto, may be seen in the printed -pamphlet containing an ac 
count of the first-fruits of Ireland. 
^ Dr. Marsh. 

church i 
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church ; and therefore should be very glad to drop 
in a word where it lies in my way, if I thought it 
would not be disagreeable to you- I dread their 
ending a person from hence^ which I shall venture 
to prevent with all the little credit I have, and should 
be glad to see a primate of our own kingdom and 
university ; and tliat is all I shall venture to say on 
this subject. 

Marshal Starjzmbcrg* has certainly got to Sara- 
gossE with 7000 meuj and the duke of Vendosme-^ 
has sent him his equipage, Mr. Stanhope was posi- 
tive to part forces with Staremberg, which occa- 
sioned this loss ; and when the battle was« they were 
several miles asunder. The duke of Marlborough 
was yesterday an hour wnth the queen ; it was set 
him at twelve at noon, when it was likely his visit 
should be shortest. Mr, St, John was with her just 
before, and Mr. Harley just after* The duke^s 
beha%iour was with the most abject submission; 
" that he was the meanest of her majesty's instru- 
** ments i her humble creature, a poor worm/j:," &c^ 
Thii I had from a lord to whom the queen told it : 
for the ministers never tell any tiling; and it is only 
by picking out and comparing, that one can ever be 
the wiser for tliem, I took leave yesterday of lord 
Peterborow, who is going in a day or two to Vienna : 
I said, I wislied he were going to Spain ; he told me, 
he ho|>ed his present journey would be to more pur- 
pose ; and by what I can gather, they will use all 
means to make as speedy a peace as possible, with 



• General mi commander of ihe Imperial forces in Spain. 

4" Cofnniaiidcr of the FtchcIi, 

I If the Juke had that meanness^ th^ queen bughcd at bimp 
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safety and honour. Lord Rivers tells me be wiU 
not set out for Hanover this months I aiked him 
about his late reception there, because the town was 
full of stories about it ; he assured me he could not 
desire a better ; and if it were otherwise, I bdieve 
he would hardly be pitched upon to be sent again* 
The young people in parliament arc very eager to 
have some inquiries made into past man^cmentSp 
and are a little angry with the slackness of the minis* 
try upon that article ; they say, they have told thost 
who sent them, that the queen's calling a new par* 
liament was to correct and look into former abuses i ^M 
and if something of the latter be not done, they ™ 
know not how to answer it, I am not altogether 
latisfied how the ministry is disposed in this point* 
Your grace has heard there was much talk lately of 
sir Richard Lcvinge^s* design to impeach lord 
Wharton ; and several persons of great consideraiion 
in the house assured mc they would give him all 
encouragemerit ; and I have reason to know, ti would 
be acceptable to the court : but sir Richard is the 
most timorous man dive, and they all begin to Ic»ak 
upon him in that character^ and to hope nothing 
from him ; however, they talk of some other in-* . 
quiries when the parliament meets after this reccis i ^M 
and it is often in people's mouths that February will * 
be a warm month ; but this I can alBrm nothing of, 
and I hope your grace will distinguish between whftC 
I affirm, and what I report : as to the first, you n^y 
securely count upon it ; tlic other you will please tti 
t^ke as it is sent. ^J 

• Speikcf of die bouse of commofif, and lord chief jufttkc of " 



ijuccu^i bciKli« 
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Since the letter from the biihopi to the dake of 
Onoond, I have been a much cooler soHcitor ; for I 
look upon myself no longer a deputed person. Your 
grace may be fully sagsfied that the thing is granted^ 
i3ecaiise I had orders to report it to you from the 
pmne minister ; the rest is form, and may be done 
at any time ; as for bringing the letter over myself, I 
muse again profess to your grace, that I do not regard 
the repuution of it at all ; perhaps I might if I were 
in Ireland ; but^ when I am on this stde^ a certain 
pride seizes me, from very different usage I meet 
with^ which makes me look on things in another 
light : but besides I beg to tell your grace ia confi- 
dwcei that the ministry have desired me to continue 
hat some time longer, for certain reasons, that I may 
some time have the honour to tell you. As for every 
body's knowing what is done in the first-fruits^ it 
was I that told it ; for, after I saw the bishop's let- 
ter, I let every one know it in perfect spite, and told 
Mr* Hiu^lcy and Mr. secretary St, John so. How- 
ever, in humble deference to your grace^s opinion, 
md not to appear sullen, I did yesterday complaia 
to Mr, secretar).^ St. John, that Mr. Harley had not 
yet got the letter from the queen to confirm the grant 
of the first-fruits ; that I had lost reputation by it i 
«Jid that I took it very ill of them both ; and that 
tiieir excuses of parliament business, and grief for 
the loss in Spain, were what I would bear no longer. 
He took all I said very well, and desired I would 
call on him to morrow mornings and he would en- 
gigc if Mr. Harley had not done it, he himself 
Would in a day or two. As soon as there is any 
iisuc of this, I shall inform your grace ; and I have 
imon to think it is a trifle they will not refuse me. 

I think 
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I think I had from other hands some accounts of 
that ridiculous plot • your grace mentions, but it is 
not yet talked of here, neither have any of the mi- 
nistry mentioned a word of it to me, although they 
are well apprised of some affairs in Ireland ; for I had 
two papers given me by a great man, one about the 
sentence of the defacers of the statue, and the other 
about a trial before the lord chief justice Broderick, 
for some words in the north, spoken by a clerg3rman 
against the queen. I suppose your grace reckons 
upon a new parliament in Ireland, with some altera- 
tions in the council, the law, and the revenue. 
Your grace is the most exact correspondent I ever 
had, and the dean of St. Patrick's directly contnHy, 
which I hope you will remember to say to him 
upon the occasion. I am, with the greatest r&% 
spect, my lord. 

Your grace's most dutiful 
and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

I have read over this letter, and find several things 
relaring to affairs here, that are said in perfect 
confidence to your grace : if they are told again, 
I only desire it may not be known from what 
hand they came. 

* The infonnation of Dominick Langton, a cooverted priest ; 
of whom see hereafter in a letter of Oa. 27, 1711. 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY l.OBD^ LONDON, JAN. 4, 1710-11. 

JLl AVING writ to your grace so lately, I only now 
make bold to let you know, that on Tuesday I was 
to wait on Mr. secretary St. John, who told mc 
fiom Mr. Harley, that I need not to be in pain 
about the first-fruits, for the warrant was drawn in 
order toward a patent ; but must pass two several 
forms, and take up some time, for the queen de-^ 
signs to make a grant by her letters patent. I shall 
take all due methods to hasten it as far as I am able ; 
but in these cases they are generally pretty tedious* 
Mr. Harley likewise sent me the same day, by an- 
other person, the same message. I dined with him 
about four days ago ; but, there being much com- 
pany, and he going away in haste pretty soon after 
dinner, he had not time to tell me so himself. In- 
deed he has been so ready to do every thing in this 
•matter as I would have him, that he never needed 
pressing ; which, considering both the weight and 
difficulty of afiairs at present on his shoulders, is 
very extraordinarj% and what I never met from a 
great minister before. I had thought, and so Mr. 
Harley told me^ that the queen would have sent a 
ktter to the bishops ; but this is a shorter way, and 
1 hope your grace will like it. I am, with the 
greatest respect, my lord. 

Your grace's most dutiful 
and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

I am 
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I am told from a good hand, that in a short time 
the house of commons will fall upon some in- 
quiries into the late management. 

I took leave yesterday of lord Peterborow, who, I 
suppose, is this day set out on his journey to 
Vienna * ; he is a litde discouraged, and told me^ 
he did not hope for any great success in what he 
went upon. He is one of those many who are 
mightily bent upon having some such inquiries 
made as I have mentioned. 



FROM MR. SECRETARY ST. JOHNf. 

Sunday, put twelre^ Jan. 7f i7io-fi« 

X HERE are few things I would be more indus- 
trious to bring about than opportuniries of seeing 
you. Since you was here in the morning, I have 
found means of putting off the engagement I was 
under for to nK)rrow ; so that I expect you to dine 
with me at three o^clpck. I send you this early 
notice^ to prevent you from any other appointment. 
I am ever, rev. sir, 
your obedient humble servant, 

H. ST. JOHN. 

* Dr. Swift imerts this passage in the Journal to Stella, of Jta.^, 
+ Then principal seottaxy of stale for theaottbern pronnccs. 
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J. HOUGH I should not value such usage from a 
seciecary of state, and a great minister ; yet when I 
consider the person it comes fronij I can endure it no 
longer. I would have you know^ sir, that if the queen 
ga%"e you a dukedom and tlie garter to nvoirow 
mth the treasury staff at the end of them, I would 
regard you no more tlian if you were not worth a 
groat* I could almost resolve, in spite, not to find 
bull with ray victuals^ or be quarrelsome to morrow 
at your table : but if I do not take the first oppor- 
tunity to let all the world know some qualities In 
ymi that you take most care to hide, may my right- 
hand forget its cunning. After which threatening^ 
bdieve me, if you please, to be with the greatest re- 
fec^ sir^ your most obedient, 
most obHged^ 
and most humble servant, 

I SWIFT, 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 



lETEIlBKD SIH, DUBLIN, JAK» 9, I? 10* 

I RECEIVED youf s of December the 30th by 
^ Ust packets ; it found me in the extremity of 
Ae gout, which is the more cruel , because I have 
^i had a fit of it for two years and a half* I straia 

myself 
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myself to give you an answer to night, apprehending 
that as both my feet and knees are already affected, 
my hands may perhaps be so by the next post ; and 
then, perhaps, I might not be able to answer you in 
a month, which might lose me some part of the 
praise you give me as a good correspondent. 

As to my lord primate, be is much better since he 
was put into the government, and I reckon his life 
may be longer than mine ; but, with God's help, 
hereafter I will say more on this subject. 

As to what is reported of Mr. Stanhope's obsti* 
nacy, I demur, till satisfied how far the kindness to 
him, as a manager, influences the report. 

We have received an answer from his grace the 
duke of Ormond to our letter. It is in a very au- 
thentick and solemn form, " that his grace will take 
" a proper time to lay our request before her ma- 
" jcsty, and know her pleasure on it.'* By which 
i conclude two things ; first, that his grace is not 
informed of any grant her majesty has made ; for if 
he had, he would have applied immediately and sent 
it ; and then it would have passed for his, and he 
would have had the merit of it. Secondly, that his 
grace is in no haste about it. And therefore let mc 
beseech you to solicit and press it, and get the let- 
ter dated, as when first it was promised ; but I con- 
fess I have still some scruple in my mind about it. 

I acknowledge you have not been treated with due 
regard in Ireland, for which there is a plain reason, 
pviegravat arfes infra se positas^ &c. I am glad you 
meet with more due returns where you are : and as 
this is the time to make some use of your interest for 
yourself, do not forget it. 

We 
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We have published here a character of the earl of 
Wharton ♦^ late Iprd heutenant of Ireland, I have 
fo much charity and justice as to condemn all such 
proceedings. If a governor behave himself ill, let 
bim be complained of and punished; but to wound 
tay man thus in the dark »*♦•♦*»» 
♦ ###♦♦♦♦*#«# #^ When this is over, 
lliey may do what they please ; and sure it will 
please them lo see the crow stripped of her rapparecd 
feathers. We begin to be in pain for the duke of 
Marlborough. 

I hear an answer is printing to the earl of Whar- 
ton's character. Pray was there ever such licen- 
tiousness of the press as at this time ? Will the par* 
liameot not think of curbing it ? 

I heartily recommend you, &c, 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



FROM THE SAME. 

JAN. 13, 17)0. 

IflY gout gives me leave yet to answer your s of 
tfac 4th instant^ which was very acceptable to me ; 
because I find by it some fan her steps are made in 
Our business. I believe it will take up some time 
tnd thoughts to frame a warrant, and much more a 
fatcnt for such an affair. Except your lawyers there 
4c of another humour than ours here, they will not 
trite a line without tlieir fees ; and therefore I should 
think it necessarj* some fund should be thought of 



* S^ it in thf ftfth volume of thii cglicction. 
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to f« ihem* If you think this motion pertinent, 
I can think of no other way at ppesent to answer iryj 
thart^ if you think it necessary^ to allow you to draw 
upon me, and my bill to this purpose, less than a 
lOo/, shall be punctually answered* I write thus, 
because I have no notion how such a thing dliouM 
pass the offices without some money i and I ha\^c an 
entire confidence in you, that you will lay out no 
more than what is necessary. 

I think your nnnisters perfecdy right to avoid all 
inquiry, and every thing that would embroil them. I 
To appeal to the mob, that can neither inquire nor 
judge, is a proceedings that I think the common 
aense of mankind should condemn. Perhaps be may 
desenx this usage; but a good man may fell under 
the same. 

We expect a new parliament, and many changes; 
but I believe some we hear of will not be* 

Your observation of the two sentences* is just. 
Tou will pardon this disjointed letter. I bcliere 
my respects are better than the expressions here, 
1 am, &f. 

W. DUBLIN, 



TO THE EARL OF PETERBOROW. 

MYJ^BD, FEBRtJART, 1710-11. 

1 ENVT none of the queen*s subjeas so much as 
those who are abroad ; and I desire to know, whe- 



* Tho»e me»uofi«il ia Swifi's kietr of Dccembei |0| 171^ 
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ther, as great a soul as your lordship has^ you did 
not observe your mind to open and enlarge, after 
yon were some leagues at sea, and had left off* breath- 
ing party air. I am apt to think this schism in 
politicks has cloven our understandings, and left m 
but just half the good sense that blazed in oor 
actions : and we see the effect it has had upon our 
wit and learning, which are crumbled into pamphlets 
and penny papers. The October club, which was 
m its rudiments when your lordship left us, is now 
|rowing up to be a party by itself, and begins to 
till at the ministry as much as the whigs do, but 
from topicks directly contrary* I am sometimes 
talked into friglits, and told that all is ruined ; but 
am immediately cured when I see any of the ministry; 
not from tlie saritfection they gire me in any one 
point, but because I see them so perfectly easy, and 
1 believe they could not be so if they had any fear 
ar heart* My comfort is, they are persons of great 
abilities, and they are engaged in a good cause. 
And what is one very good circumstance, as I told 
three of diem the other day, they seem heartily to 
Jove one another, in spite of the scandal of incon- 
«tincy which court friendships lie under. And I 
cao affirm to your lordship, they heartily love you 
too ; wliich I take to be a gr^at deal more dian when 
^cy assure you so themselves : for even statesmen 
^ifl somctiroes discover their passions, especially their 
^Qod ones. 

Here is a pamphlet come out, called A Letter 
^o Jacob Banks, fliowing that the liberty of Sweden 
^^as destroyed by the principle of passive obedience. 
* kflow not whether his quotation be fair, but the 
piece is shrewdly written ; and in my opinion, not 
Vot. XL K to 
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to be answered^ otherwise than by disclaiming that 
sort of passive obedience which the tories arc charged 
with. This dispute would soon be ended, if the 
dunces who write on each side, would plainly tell us 
what the object of this passive obedience is in our 
country : for, I dare swear, nine in ten of the whigs will 
allow it to be the legislature, and as many of the 
tories deny it to the prince alone ; and I hardly ever 
saw a whig and tory together, whom I could not 
immediately reconcile on that article, when I made 
them explain themselves. 

My lord, the queen knew what she did, when 
she sent your lordship to ^pur up a dull northern 
court : yet, I confess, I had rather have seen that 
activity of mind and body employed in conquer- 
ing another kingdom, or the same over again. I am. 

My lord, (^c. 



FROM MR. NELSON TOpR. SWIFT. 

Ash. Wednesday, Feb. S2» 1 710-1 1« 
REVEREND SIR, 

X BEG leave to put you in mind of the inscription, 
which you are to prepare for the earl of Berkeley's 
monument. My lady dowager has determined to 
have it in Latin ; so that I hope you want no farther 
directions toward the finishing of it. The work- 
man calls upon me for it, which is the reason of 
this trouble given you, by, rev. sir. 

Your most humble servant, 

ROBERT NELSON. 

On 
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On the back of this letter is the following inscription 
in the handwriting of Dr. Swift. 

H. S. E. 
Carolus comes de Berkeley, vicecomes de Dursley, 
bare Berkeley de castro de Berkeley, dominus Mou- 
bray, Scgrave, et Bruce ; dominus locumtenens co- 
mitatus Glocestrias ; dvitatis Glocestris magnus se- 
oesdhallus ; guardianus de foresta de Dean ; custos 
loculorum comitatus de Surrey ; et reginae Annae a 
secretioribus consihis. Ob fidem spectatam, lingua- 
nun peritiem, et prudentiam, a rege Gulielmo III, 
ablegatus et plenipotenriarius ad ordines foederati 
Belgii per quinque annos arduis reipublicae negoriis 
foliciter invigilavit. Ob quse merita ab eodem rege 
(vivcnte adhuc patre) in magnatum numerum ad- 
scriptus et consiliarius a secretis factus ; et ad Hiber-- 
niam secundus inter tres summos jusriciarios missus. 
Dcnique legatus extraordinarius designatus ad Tur- 
carum imperium : et postea regnante Anna ad Caesa- 
rem ablegatus : quae munia ihgravescente valetudine 
ct scncctute obire nequiit. 

Natus Londini, 1649. 

Obiit , 1710, setatis 62. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LOBD^ LONDON, MARCH 8, 1710-11. 

1 WRITE to your grace under the greatest dis- 
turbance of mind for the publick and myself. A 
gentleman came in where I dined this afternoon, 

K 2 and 
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and told us Mr. Harley was stabbed, and some cod- 
fused particulars. I immediately ran to accrctaij 
St. John's hard by, but nobody was at home; I 
met Mrs. St, John in her chair, who could not sa- 
tisfy me, but was in pain about the secretary, who, 
as she beard, had killed the murderer. I went 
strait to Mr. Harley's, where abundance of people 
were to inquire. I got young Mr. Harley to me 3 
he faid his father was asleep, and they hoped in no 
danger, and then told me the fact, as I shall rcktt 
it to your grace. This day the marquis de Guit- 
card was taken up for high treason, by a wamml 
of Mr. St. John, and examined before a conunitlee 
of council in Mr. St. John's office ; where weie 
present, the dukes of Ormond, Buckingham, Shrews- 
bury, earl Powlet, Mr. Harley, Mr. St. John, and 
others. During examination, Mr. Harley observed 
Guiscard, who stood behind him, but on one side, 
swearing and looking disrespectfully. He told him 
he ought to behave himself better, while he was 
examined for such a crime. Guiscard immediately 
drew a penknife out of his pocket, which he had 
picked out of some of the offices, and reaching round, 
stabbed him just under the breast, a little to the right 
side; but it pleased God that the point stopped 
at one of the ribs, and broke short half an inch. 
Immediately Mr. St. John rose, drew his sword, 
and ran it into Guiscard's breast. Five or six more 
of the council drew, and stabbed Guiscard in feveral 
places : but the earl Powlet called out, for God's 
sake, to spare Guiscard's life, that he might be 
made an example ; and Mr. St. John's sword was 
taken from him and broke : and the footmen with- 
out rap in, ?»nd bound Guiscard, who begged he 
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might be killed immediately ; and they fay^ called 
cot ihree or four times. My lord Ormond, my lord 
Ormotid, They say, Guiscard resisted them a while, 
until the footmen came in. Immediately Bucier 
the surgeon was sent for, who dressed Mr, Harley ; 
md he was sent home. The wound bled fresh^ and 
they do not apprehend him in danger ; he said, 
when he came home, he thought himself in none ; 
md when I was there he was asleep, and they did 
not find him at all feverisli. He has been ill this 
week, and told me last Saturday, be found himself 
[auch out of order^ and has been abroad but twice 
since; $q that the only danger is* lest his being out 
of order should, with the wound, put him in a 
fiiver ; and I shall be in might}^ pain till to morrow 
morning. I wxnt back to poor Mrs, St, John, who 
lold rae, her husband was with my lord keeper^ 
H Mr. attorney's, and she said something to me 
tery remarkable : that going to day to pay her duty 
to die queen J when all tJie m^n and ladies were 
dressed to make their appearance, this being the day 
of the queen's accession, the lady of the bedcham- 
ber in waiting told her the queen had not been at 
dmrcb, and saw no company ; yet, when she in- 
quired her health, they said she was very well, only 
liad a little cold. We conceive^ the queen's reason 
for not going our, might be something about this 
Seizing of Guiscard for high treason, and that per^ 
llaps there was sonne plot, or something eximordi- 
Oary, Your grace must have heard of this Guis- 
cmrd : he fled from France for villanies there, and 
^^aa thought on to head an invasion of that king- 
«€m, but was not liked. I know him well, and 
tiiiak him a fcUow of httle consequence, although 

K 3 of 
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of some cunning, and much vilkny. We passed 
by one another this day in the Mall, at two o'clock, 
an hour before he was taken up ; and I wondered he , 
did not speak to me. fl 

I write all this to your grace, because I believe 
you would desire to know a true account of so im- 
portant an accident ; and besides, I know you will 
have a thousand false ones ; and I believe cwry 
material circumstance here is true, having it from 
young Mr. Harley, I met sir Thomas Mansel (it 
was then after six this evening) and he and Mr* 
Prior told me, they had ju&t seen Guiscard carried 
by ih a chair, with a strong guard, to Newgate, or 
the Press-yard, Time, perhaps, will show who ^^IW 
at the bottom of all this; but nothing could happen" 
so unluckily to Englandi at this juncture, as Mr, 
Harley's death, when he has all the schemes for 
the greatest part of the supplies in his head, ajd 
the parliament cannot stir a step without him. Nei- 
ther can I altogether forget myself, who, in him», 
should lose a person I have more obligations to than] 
any other in this kingdom ; who has always treated] 
me with the tenderness of a parent, and never re- 
used me any favour I asked for a friend : therefon^^ 
I hope your grace will excuse the disorder of thidl 
Icrtcn I was intending, this night, to write one 

of another sort*^ 1 must needs say, one great 

reason for writing these paniculars to your grace 
was, that you might be able to give a true account^ 
of the fact, which will be some sort of service td| 
Mr* Harley. I am, with the greatest respect, my lord. 

Your Grace's most dutiful J 

and most humble servant, " 

J. SWIFT. 
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I have read over what I writ^ and find it con- 
liised and incorrect^ which your grace must im- 
pute to the violent pain of mind I am in, greater 
than ever I felt in my life,— — ^It must have 
been the utmost height of desperate guilt which 
could have spirited that wretch to such an action. 
I have not heard whether his wounds are dan- 
gerous ; but I pray God he may recover, to re- 

' ceive his reward, and that we may learn the 
bottom of his viilany. It is not above ten days 
ago, that I was interceding with the secretary in 
his behalf, because I heard he wa^s just starving ; 
but the secretary assured me he liad 400h a year 
pension. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING- 



EEV. 5IB, 



DUBUS, MAECR, l/j 1710-11. 



1 RETURN you my thanks for your's of the 8th 

bstant, I do not wonder, that you were in some 

confuMon when you wrote it ; for I assure you I 

read it with great horrour, which such a fact is apt to 

create in every body, that is not hardened in wick- 

cdoess, I received several other letters with narm- 

tives of the same, and saw some, that came to other 

bands ; but none so particular, or that could be so 

well depended upon. I obsenx, that, among them 

all, there is no account of the matters laid to Gois- 

card's charge, of his design, or how he came to be 

discovered. I suppose those are yet secrets, as it is 

fit they should be, I do remember something of 

klus Guiscard, and that he was to head an invasion ; 

K 4 and 
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and that he published a very foolish narrative •; 
but neither remember exactly the time, or under 
what ministry it was, or who were his patrons. It 
seems convenient, that these should be known; 
because it is reported, that Mr. Harley and Mr. St. 
John were those, who chiefly countenanced him, 
and he their peculiar favourite. One would think 
this should convince the world, that Mr. Harley is 
not in the French interest, but it has not yet had 
that effect with all : nay, some whisper the case of 
Fenius Rufus, and Scevinus in the 15th book of 
Tacitus, accmsis indic'dms ad prodendum Femum 
ttttfum^ quern eundem conscium et injuisitarem non tole^ 
rabant. Mr. St. John is condemned for wounding 
Guiscard ; and had he killed him, there would not 
have wanted some to suggest, that it was done on 
purpose, lest he shovJd tell tales. 

We had a strange piece of news by last packet, 
that the address to her majesty met with but a cold 
reception from one party in the house of commons 4 
and that all the lords, spiritual and temporal of 
that party, went out when it passed in the loidt 
house. But I make it a rule, never to believe paity 
news, except I have it immediately from a gam 
hand. 

I was in hopes to have heard something of cor 
first-fruits and twentieth parts; but I doubt that 
matter sleeps, and that it will be hard to awaken 
it. 

You will expect no news from home. We Mt 
and drink as we used to do. The parties are tolcr* 

* ' The marquis de Goiscard'i Memoiri were pablithed fl^th < 
dedication to queen Anne, dated at the Hague, May iq, x705-' 

ably 
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lUy miaity but those for the late ministry seem to 
be ujiitcd, keep much together, and are so wise as 
sot to make much noise ; nor have I heard any 
tiling of their fentiments of late, only what has hap- 
pened on this accident I heartily recommend you 
to God's care. I am^ &c, 

WILL. DUBLIN, 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 



MT LOItD^ 



LONDOK3 APRIL 10, 1711. 



1 HAD lately the honour of a letter from your 
gl&eei and waited to acknowledge it until something 
tDOterial should happen, that might recompense the 
mMible. My occasion of writing to you at present 
is purely personal to your grace. A report was be- 
giniUAg to run here, by some letters from Ireland, 
dt&t your grace had applied the passage you men- 
IXIQ of Rufus, in a speech you made to your clergy, 
wbidi I ventured to contmdictj as an impossibility, 
aod iocoDsistent with your general opinion, and what 
MS in your letter, Mr. Southwell and Mr. Dop^ 
piflg were of the same mind ; and the former says, 
lit has virrit to your grace about it, I should have 
iilODgbt no more of the matter, but let it spend 
tkc an idle story below notice : only dining last 
Stuidiiy with one of the principal secretaries of state, 
lie give me a letter to read, which he had just re- 
tmtd fiftan the printer of the newspaper called 
tk PosiraoTj in which was a transcript of a letter 

from 
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from Dublin; and the secretary being mentioned 
in that transcript, the man would not publish it 
without his advice. It contained an account how 
the news of Mr. Harley's being stabbed had been 
received by the whigs in Dublin ; of which he pro- 
duced some instances. Then he mentions the pas- 
sage out of Tacitus, arid concludes thus : " The 
" first that mentioned it was the archbishop of 
" Dublin, who took notice of it first at a meeting of 
" his clergy ; and afterward, in the hearing of sc- 
^^ veral persons, was reprimanded for it, in a civil 
" though sharp manner, by one of the chief minis- 
" ters there, well known for his steady loyalty to 
" her majesty, and his zealous service to the church 
" of England, under her late perilous trial." I 
immediately told the secretary, that I new this 
must be false and misrepresented, and that he most 
give me leave to scratch out that passage, which I 
accordingly did ; and for*fear of any mistake, I made 
him give me afterward, the whole letter, that I 
might have it in my power. The next day I sent for 
the printer, and told him what I had done ; and up* 
on ferther thoughts, I stifled the whole letter, and 
the secretary approved of it. I likewise told the 
printer, that when he had any thing relating to lot- 
land, I had the secretary's order (which was trac) 
to send it me, that he might not do injury to men's 
reputations, by what was represented to him from 
Ignorant or malicious hands in that kingdom. The 
letter was to have been printed this day in the 
Postboy, with that conclusion reflecting on your 
grace, which is happily prevented; for, although 
your character and station place jrou above the ma- 
lice of little people^ yet your friends would be ex* 

tremely 
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tremcljr concerned to see your name made so bold 
irith in a cocnmon newspaper, 

I hunibly hope your grace will not disapprove of 
what I have done ; at least, I have gratified my own 
bclination, in the desire of ser> ing you ; and be- 
sides, had the opportunity of givnng Mr* secretary 
some part of your character. 

I dare lay a wager, that all this happened by the 
gross understandings of some people, who misunder- 
stood and misapplied something very innocent that 
came from your grace, I must be so bold to say^ 
that people in that kingdom do very ill understand 
raillery- I can rally much safer here with a great 
mmister of state or a duchess^ than I durst do there 
rith an attorney or his wife. And I can venture to 
rally with your grace, although I could not do it 
with many of your clergy. I myself have been a 
witness, when want of common sense has made peo- 
ple offended with your grace^ where they ought to 
have been the most pleased. I say things every day 
It the best tables, which I should be turned out of 
company for, if I were in Ireland. 

Here is one Mr. Richardson^ a clergyman, who 
is soliciting an affair that I find your grace ap- 
proves** ; and therefore I do him all the service I can 
b it. 

We arc now full of the business of the Irish yarn ; 
tnd I attend among the rest, to engage the membera 
1 am acquainted with in our interest. To morrow we 
expect it will come on, 

tly write to your grace some account 
afluifs stand ; 



publi 
be well in a week. 



hope Mr. Harley 



^ Tbe printuig of Iristi Bibles* 



We 
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We have news from Brussels, that the dauphio 
is dead of an apoplexy. I am, with the greatest 
respect, my lord. 

Your grace's most dutiful 
and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

I wish your grace would enclose your comnunds to 
me, directed to Erasmus Lewis, esq., at my lord 
Dartmouth's office at Whitehall ; for I have left 
off going to cojffcehouses. 



LORD PETERBOROW TO DR. SWIFT. 

rOR THE REV. DR. SWIFT, BISHOP OF, OR BEAN 
OF, ETC. 

SIR, VIENNA, APRIL 8, I711t 

1 HAVE often with pleasure reflected upon the 
glorious possibilities of the English constitution ; but 
I must apply to politicks a French expression appro* 
priated by them to beauty : there is 2ije ne sfoi fuoi 
among us, which makes us troublesome with our 
learning, disagreeable with our wit, poor with our 
wealth, and insignificant with our power. 

I could never despise any body for what thej 
have not, and am only provoked, when they make 
not the right use of what they have. This is the 
greatest mortification, to know the advantages we 
have by art and nature, and see them disappointed 
by self-conceit and faction. What patience could 
6 bear 
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bear the disappointment of a good scheme by the 
October club ? 

I have with great uneasiness received imperfect 
accounts of disagreement among ourselves. The 
party we have to struggle with has strength enough 
to require our united endeavours. We should not 
attack their firm body like Hussars. Let the vic- 
tory be secure before we quarrel for the spoils ; let 
it be considered whether their yoke were easy, or 
dieir burden light. What ! must there ever be in 
St. Stephen's chapel, a majority either of knaves or 
fools? 

But seriously, I have long apprehended the effects 
of that universal corruption, which has been im- 
proved with so much care, and has so fitted us for 
the tyranny designed, that we are grown I fear 
msensible of slavery, and almost unworthy of 
liberty. 

^The gentlemen, who give you no other satisfac- 
tion in politicks than the appearances of ease and 
mirth, I wish I could partake with them in their 
good humour ; but tockay itself has no effect upon 
mc while I see affairs so unsettled ; faction so strong, 
and credit so weak ; and all services abroad under 
the utmost difficulties by past miscarriages, and pre- 
sent want of money ; but we are told here, that in 
the midst of victory, orders are given to sound a 
parley, I will say a retreat. Give me leave to tell 
the churchman, that there is not in ***** *. 

I have rid the resty horse you say they gave me, 
in ploughed lands, till I have made him tame. I 
wish they manage the dull jades as well at home, 
^d get them forward either with a whip or spur. 

I depend 
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was SO barbarously struck at, it was a thousand lo 
one if he escaped, he should still be under the sus- 
picion of being a party with his murderer ; so that I 
could never imagine^ that any one should reporti] 
that I spoke my own sense in a matter wherein I ex-| 
pressed so great an abhorrence^ both of the fact, and] 
tlie vile comment made upon it. 

As to any speech at the meeting of the clei^, m 
any reprimand given me by any person on thia ac*^ 
count, it is all, assure yourself, pure invention, " 

I am sensible of the favour you did mc, in pre* 
venting the publishing of such a false report, and 
am most thankful to Mr. secretary St, Jolm for stop- 
ping it, I have not the honour to be known to him, 
other^vise I would give him the trouble of a parti* 
cular acknowledgment As to Mr. Harley, I have had 
the happiness to have some knowledge of him, aniH 
received some obligations from him, particularly on 
the account of my a<?l of parliament, that I obuined 
for the restitution of Seatown to the see of Dublin. I 
always had a great honour for him, and expected 
great good from his known abilities, and zeal for the 
common interest ; and as I believe he was the princi- 
pal instrument of settling things on the present foot^ 
so r believe every one, that wishes well to tbes^ 
kingdoms J is satisfied, that there is not any man^ 
whose death would be a greater loss to the publicfc:- 
than his. The management of this parliament has^ 
if not reconciled his worst enemies to him, at letsC^ 
silenced them ; and it is generally believed, that hi* 
misfortune has much retarded publick affairs. M 

I panly can guess who writ the letter you mcn-^ 
tion : it must be one of two or three, whose busi- 
ness it is to invent a lie^ and throw dirt^ ever since 

I WIS 
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I was obliged by my duty to call them to account 
for their negligence and ill practices : they have 
published and dispersed several libellous prints against 
mcj in one of which I marked forty-three downright 
fidsehoods in matters of fact. In another, it 13 
tnic, there was only one such ; the whole and every 
part of itj from beginning to end, being pure in* 
vcntion and falsehood. But, to my comfort, they 
are despised by all good men ; and I like myself no- 
thing less for being the object of their hate. You 
mil excuse this long letter, and I hope I may, by 
nexr^ apprise you with something of consequence. 
In the mean time, 

I heartily recommend you, &c, 

WILLIAM DUBLIN. 

I held my visitation on the gth instant, where you 
tme excused, as absent on the publick business of 
fbe church. 



TO THE EARL OF PETERBOROW. 



*nr LosDj MAY 4, 1711- 

4 HAVE had the honour of your lordship's letter, 
and by the first lines of it, have made a discovery 
that your lordship is come into the world about eigh- 
teen himdred years too late^ and was born about half 
4 dozen degrees too far to the North, to employ 
that pubhck virtue I always heard you did possess : 
which is now wholly useless, and which those very 
Vol. XL L few 
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few that have it are forced to lay aside, when they 
would have business succeed. 

Is it not some comfort, my lord, that you meet 
with the same degeneracy of manners, and the same 
neglect of the publick, among the honest Germans, 
though, in the philosopher's phrase, differently 
modified ? and I hope, at least, we have one ad- 
Vantage, to be more polite in our corruptions than 
they. 

Our divisions run farther than perhaps your lord- 
ship's intelligence has yet informed you of; that is, 
a triumvirate of our friends whom I have men- 
tioned to you : I have told them more than once, 
upon occasion : " That all my hopes of their success 
" depended on their union ; that I saw they loved 
** one another, and hoped they would continue it, 
^^ to remove that scandal of inconstancy ascribed to 
** court friendships." I am not now so secure. I 
care not to say more on such a subject, and even 
this entre nous. My credit is not of a size to do 
any service on such an occasion : but as little as it 
is, I am so ill a politician, that I will venture the 
loss of it to prevent this mischief; the consequence 
of which I am as good a judge of as any minister 
of state, and perhaps a better; because I am not one. 

When you writ your letter, you had not heard of 
Guiscard's attempt on Mr. Harley : supposing you 
know all the circumstances, I shall not descant upon 
it. We believe Mr. Harley will soon be treasurer, 
and be of the house of peers ; and then we imagine 
the court will begin to deal out employments, for 
which every October member is a candidate ; and 
consequently nine in ten must be disappointed ; the 
effect of which we may find in the next session. 

Mr. 
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Mr, Harley was yesterday to open to the house the 
ways he has thought of, to raise funds for securing 
the UD provided debts of the nation ; and wc arc all 
impatient to know what his proposals are. 

As to the imperfect account you say you have re- 
cciTed of disagreement among ourselves, your lord- 
ship knows that the names of whig and tory have 
quite altered their meanings. All who were for turn- 
ing out tlie late ministry, we now generally call 
tones; and in that sense, I think it plain that 
—there are among the tories three different interests : 
^Bpc, of those, I mean the ministry, who agree with 
your lordship and me, in a steady management for 
pursuing the true interest of the nation ; another is, 
that of warmer heads, as the October club and their 
adherents without doors ; and a third is, I fear, of 
those who, as your lordship expresses it, would 
sound a parley, and who would make fair weather in 
c^ of a change ; and some of these last are not in- 
considerable. 

Nothing can be more obliging than your lord- 
iWp's remembering to mention me in your letters to 
Mr, Harley and Mr. St. Jolin, when you are in the 
uist of such great affairs, I doubt I shall want 
such an advocate as your lordship ; for I believe, 
every man who has modesty or merit, is but an ill 
one for himself. 1 desire but the smallest of those 
*:*• vou give me on the outside of your letten My 
raon is ttr live in England, and with a compe 
tency lo support me with honour. The ministry 
know by this time whether I am worth keeping ; and 
« israMCr to provide for ten men in the church, than 
©aeia a civil employment- 

L 2 But 
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Bat I renounce England and deaneries^ without a 
promise from your lordship, under your own hand 
and seal^ that I shall jiave liberty to attend you when- 
ever I please. I foresee we shall have a peace next 
year, by the same s^city that I have often foreseen 
when I was young. I must leave the town in a 
week, because my money is gone, and I can bor- 
row no more. Peace will bring your lordship home; 
and we must have you to adorn your country, when 
you shall be no longer w^ted to defend it. I am, 
my lord, &c. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LORD, CHELSEA, MAY 10, 1711. 

1 HAVE had your grace's letter, of April 19, some 
time by me, but deferred my answer until I could 
give some account of what use I had made of it. I 
went immediately to Mr. secretary St. John, and 
read most of it to him ; he was extremely satisfied, 
and very glad that scandalous account, designed to be 
printed in the Postboy, was suppressed. Mr. Harley 
was not then quite well enough ; so 1 ventured (and 
hope your grace will not disapprove it) to show your 
letter to a gentleman who has a great respect for your 
grace, and who told me several others of Ireland 
were possessed of that report. I trusted the letter 
with him, and gave him leave to read it to them, 
wlich he told mc he did, and that they were all 
entirely convinced : and indeed, as far as I can find, 

the 



DB. SWIFT* 



149 



the report is quite blown overi and has ktt no im- 
pression • While your grace's letter was out of my 
hands, dining with Mn Harley, he said to me, almost 
u soon as he saw me, '* How came the archbishop 
** of Dublin and I to fall out ?'* I told him I knew 
what he meant; but your grace was altogether mis- 
fcpresentcd i and it must come from some infamous 
rascals, of which there never wants a set in that 
kingdom, who make it their business to send wrong 
characters here, &V, He answered, that he believed 
ind knew it was as T said, I added, that I had the 
honour to be long known to your grace, and that 
you were the last man in the kingdom upon whom 
such a report could be fixed with any probability; 
and that, since he was pleased to mention this matter 
firstj he must give me leave, the next time I saw 
Um^ to read a letter I had from your grace in answer 
to one of mine, wherein I liad told you of such a re- 
port; he saidj there was no need, for he firmly 
believed me. I answered smiling, that should not 
t!o, for I would never siitFer a person for whom I had 
so great an esteem, to lie under the least suspicion of 
my tiling wrong. Last Saturday, after dinner, I 
was again to wait on him. On that daj^ of the week, 
my lord keeper^ my lord Rivers, and Mr. secretary 
St. John, always used to dine with him before this 
accident ; and sometimes they used to let me be of 
the company* This was the first Saturday they had 
met since his recovery ; and I was in such joy to see 
the old dub met again, that it afl'ccts me stilly as 
your grace sees by my impertinence in mixing it 
with an account that only relates to yourself, I read 
ihose parts of your letter to him which I thought 

L 3 proper^ 
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proper, and both he and the company did very 
frankly acquit your grace ; and Mr. Harley in parti- 
cular spolce a good deal of his respect and esteem for 
you; and then he repeated, that it was no new thing 
to receive lies from Ireland : which I doubt is so 
truej that no man of distinction in that kingdom is 
safe I and I wish it were possible to take some cooii^j 
to prevent the eviL ^| 

As for libels upon your grace, bating my concern 
for the souls of the writers, I should give you joy of 
them. You would less deserve your station, if 
knaves and fools did not hate you j and wliile these 
sects continue, may your grace and all good men be 
the object of their aversion. 

My lord keeper, Mr, Harley, and one or 
more, are immediately to be made peers : the towttl 
has been expecting it for some time, although the 
court make it yet a secret ; but I can assure vouiM 
grace of the truth, for the preambles to their patents 
are now drawing, and I saw a very^ handsome one (bcj 
Mr* Harley. You'll please not to mention this pani- 
culari although it will be soon puhlick, bur it is yc 
kept mighty priv^ate. Mr* Harlcy is to be lord trea- 
surer. Perhaps, before the post leaves this town, all 
this will be openly told, and then I may be laughed at 
for being sr mysterious ; but so capricious are great 
men in their secrets. The first autbentick assurance 
I had of these promorions was last Sunday, thoughl 
the expectation has been strong for above a month. 
We suppose likewise that many changes will be made 
in the employments as soon as the session endi, 
which will bc» I believe, in less than a fortnight, 

Poor sir Cholmondeley Deering, of Kent, wa$ 
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yesterday in a duel shot through the body^ by one 
Mr* Thomhiil, in Tothilfields^ and died in same 
hours. 

I ne\*er mention any thing of the first-fruits either 
to Mr, JIarley or the duke of Ormond. if it be 
done before his grace goes over^ it is well, and there's 
an end : if not, I shall have the best opportunity of 
ioing it in his absence. If I should speak of it now, 
!*|»erhaps it would be so contrived as to hinder me from 
saliciting it afterward ; bur^ as soon as the duke is 
gf>nej I shall learn at the treasury what he has done 
in It 

I am, with great respect^ 

my lord, 
your grace's most dutiful 

and obliged humble servant, 

J. SWIFT, 

I have been at this town this fortnight for my health, 
and to be under a necessity of walking to and 
from London every day. Bur your grace will 
please still to direct your letters under cover to 
Mr. Levvis. 



TO MR. SECRETARY ST. JOHN. 

SIR, CHELSEA, M4Y 1 1^ Ifllw 



lEING convinced I by certain ominous prognos- 
bcks, that my life is too short to permit me the 
honour of ever dining another Saturday with sir 
Simon Harcourt^ knight, or Robert Harley, esq*, 

t 4 I beg 
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I beg I may take the last farewel of those two 
gentlemen to morrow. I made this request on Satur- 
day last^ unfortunately after you were gone ; and 
they, like great statesmen, pretended they could do 
nothing in it without your consent ; particularly my 
lord keeper, as a lawyer, raised innumerable dif- 
ficulties, although I submitted to allow you an haur*s 
whispering before dinner, and an hour after. My 
lord Rivers would not offer one word in my behalf, 
pretending he himself was but a tolerated person. 
The keeper alleged, " You could do nothing but 
" when all three were capitularly met," as if you 
could never open but like a parish chest, with the 
three keys together. It grieves me to see the present 
ministry thus confederated to pull down my great 
spirit. Pray, sir, find an expedient. Finding ex-- 
pedients is the business of secretaries of state. I will 
yield to any reasonable conditions not below my 
dignity. I will not find fault with the victuals; 1 
will restore the waterglass that I stole, and solicit for 
my lord keeper's salary. And, sir, to show you I 
am not a person to be safely injured, if you dare re- 
fuse me justice in this point, I will appear before you 
in a pudding sleeve gown, I will disparage your snuff, 
write a lampoon upon Nably Car, dine with you 
vpon a foreign postday ; nay, I will read versca 
in your presence, until you snatch them out of my 
hands. Therefore pray, sir, take pity upon mc 
and yourself; and beheve mc to be, with great re- 
spect, sir. 

Your most obedient and 

Ripst humble servant. 



FROM 
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FROM ARCHBISHOP KING TO DR. SWIFT. 

REVEREND SIR, DUBLIN, MAY 15, 1711. 

1 HAD the favour of your's of the lOth instant, by 
the last packets, and cannot return you sufficient 
acknowledgment for your kind and prudent manage- 
ment of that affair so much to my advantage. I 
confess that I did not much fear that such a vile re- 
port would do me any great injury with Mr. Harley; 
for I was persuaded he is too wise to believe such an 
incredible story. But the publishing it to the world 
might have influenced some to my disadvantage ; 
and no man can be well pleased to be the subject of 
a libel, though it often happens to be the fate of 
honest men. 

I doubt not but you will hear of an unlucky con- 
test in the city of Dublin about their mayor. Yoii 
may remember (I think while you were here, that is, 
in 1709) alderman Constantine, by a cabal, for so 
I must call it, lost his election ; and a junior alder- 
man, one Forrest, was elected mayor for the ensuing 
year. Constantine petitioned the council board not 
to approve the election ; for you must know, by the 
new rules, settled in pursuance of an act of parlia- 
ment for the better regulation of corporations, their 
• chief officers must be approved of by the governor 
and council after they are elected, before they can 
enter into any of their respective offices ; and if not 
approved of in ten days, the corporation that chose 
them must go to a new election. Now, alderman 
Constantine, upon the corporation's return of Forrest, 

complained 
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complained of it as wrong, and desired to be beard 
by counsel ; but my lord Wharton, then lord lieu- 
tenant, would not admit it. This past on to the 
year 1710, and then the present mayor was chosen^ 
alderman Eccles, another junior alderman ; and this 
year one alderman Barlow, a tailor, another junior. 
Constantine, finding the government altered, sup- 
posed he should have more favour, and petitions 
again of the wrong done him. The city replied, 
and we had two long hearings. The matter de- 
pended on an old by-law, made about the 12th of 
queen Elizabeth; by which the aldermen, according 
to their ancientry, are required to keep their nuyor- 
alty, notwithstanding any licenses or orders to the 
contrary. Several dispensations and instances of con- 
trary practices were produced ; but with a salvo, that 
the law of succession should stand good ; and some 
aldermen, as appeared, had been disfranchised for 
not submitting to it, and holding in their mayoralty. 
On the contrary, it was urged, that this rule was 
made in a time when the mayoralty was looked upon 
al a great burden, and the senior aldermen got 
licenses from serving it, and by faction and interest 
got it put on the junior and poorer ; and most (^ the: 
aldermen were then papists, and being obliged, on 
accepting the office, to take the oath of suprenn^acy, 
and come to church, they declined it : but the case 
was now altered, and most were ambitious of it ; and 
a rule or by-law, that imposed it as a duty and 
burden, must be understood to oblige them to take 
it, but could not oblige the electors to put it on 
them; that it was often dispensed with, and, as 
alleged, altogether abrogated by the new rules, that 
took the election out of the. city, where the charter 
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places it, and gaTC it to the aldermen only : that 
since those rules, which were made in 1672, the 
decrions have been in another man ner» and in about 
86 mayors, tight or nine were junior aldermen. On 
the whole, the matter seemed to me to hang on a 
most slender point; and being archbishop of Do bhn, 
1 thought I was obliged to be for the city ; but the 
ajoriry was for the by-law, and disappro\Td alder- 
Jman Barlow, who was returned for mayor. J did 
rforesee that this would beget ill blood, and did not 
tliink it for my lord duke of Ormondes interest to 
clash with the city ; and I went to several of his 
gracc*s fricndSj whom I much trust, before the debate 
in council, and desired them to consider the matter, 
id laid the inconveniency I apprehended before 
lenii and desired them to take notice, that I had 
earned them ; but tliey told me, that they did not 
rscc any hurt it would be to his grace. And I 
ray God it may not ; though I am afraid it may 
give him some trouble. 

The citizens have taken it heinously; and, as I 
hear, met to day, and in common council repealed 
the by-law, and have chosen alderman Barlow again. 
I think them wrong in both, and a declaration of 
enmity against the council and government, which 
fimd is easier begun than laid. It is cenain the 
council must disapprove their choicCj it being against 
the new rules^ as well as good manners; and what 
ther steps will be made to correct them^ I cannot 
gay I whereas^ if they had appointed a committee to 
rview and report what old obsolete by-laws were be- 
reome inconvenientj and repealed this among the rest, 
it would not have giixn offence ; and if they had 
sen another instead of Bariow^ I believe he would 
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ha%x been approred^ and there had been an end of 
the contest* 

You muit know this is made a party alfair^ as| 
Constantine sets up for a high churchman, uhich I, 
never lieard he did before : hot this is an incon* 
veniency in parties, that whoever has a private qimr* i 
rel, and finds himself too weak, he immediately be- 
comes a zealous partizan, and makes hb private a 
pubtick quarrcL 

Pel haps it may not be ungratcftil, nor perhaps 
ahogcrher useless to you, to know the truth of this 
matter; for 1 imagine it will be talked of. 

1 believe the generality of the citizens and gentle- 
men of Ireland are looked on as friends to the whig* 
gish interest. Butj it is only so &r as to keep out the 
pretender, whom they mortally fear with good rca-J 
son; and so many villanous papers have been spread^ 
here^ and so much pains taken to persuade them that ' 
the tories design to bring him in, that it is no won« 
der they are afraid of them ; but God be thanked, 
this ministry and parliament has pretty well allayed 
that fear, by their steady and prudent management. 
And if his grace the duke of Ormond prosecures the 
same measures the ministry does in Britain (as I be- 
lieve he will) I penuade myself, that the generality 
here will be as zealous for this as any ministry we 
ever had. 

The death of the earl of Rochester is a great blow 
to all good men* and even his enemies cannot but 
do justice to his character. What influence it will 
have on publlck aHaus, God only knows, I pray let 
me have your thoughts on it* for I have some fean, 
that I do not find atFcct other people • I was of opi- 1 
jiion that he contributed much to keep things stead 
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and I wish his friends may not want his influence. 
I conclude with my prayers for you. 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



LORD PETERBOROW TO DR. SWIFT. 

SIR, HANOVER, JUNE 21, 1711. 

JL OU were returning me to ages past for some ex** ' 
pressions in my letter. I find matter in your's to send 
you as far back as the golden age. How came you 
to frame a system (in the times we live in) to govern 
the world by love ? 

I was much more surprised at such a notion in 
3^ur first, than to find your opinion altered in your 
last letter. My hopes were founded more reasonably 
upon the contrary principle. I wish we could keep 
ourselves steady by any ; but I confess it was the 
hatred and contempt so justly conceived against our 
late governors, that gave me some little expecta- 
tions we might unite, at least in order to prevent a 
relapse. 

The consequences of places not given were ap- 
parent ; the whole party were then dissatisfied ; and 
when given, those arc only pleased who have them. 
This is what the honest management of past admini- 
strations has brought us to : but I should not yet 
despair, if your loving principle could but have its 
force among three or four of your acquaintance. 
Never persons had more reason to agree ; nor was it 
ever in the power of a few men to bring greater 
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events to bear, or prevent greater inconveniencies; 
for such are inevitable, without the nicest manage* 
ment : and I believe no person was ever better pre- 
pared to make this out than myself. 

I wish, before I left England, that I had met, 
either in your letters or discourse, any thing like 
what you hint in your last ; I should have found 
great ease, and you, some satisfaction ; for, had you 
passed these six months with me abroad, I could 
have made you sensible, that it were easy tahavc 
brought the character and influence of an English 
peer, equal to that of a senator in old Rome. Me- 
thinks I could have brought it to that pass, to have 
seen a levee of suppliant kings and princes, expects 
ing their destinies from us, and submitting to oat 
decrees : but, if we come in polincks to your neces^ 
sity of leaving the town for want of money to live in 
it, Lord, how the case will alter f 

You threaten me with law, and tell me I might be 
compelled to make my words good. Remember 
your own insinuations : what if I should leave Eng-» 
land in a week's time, and summon you in quality 
of chaplain and secretar}% to be a witness to trans* 
actions perhaps of the greatest importance ; so great; 
that I should think you might deserve the bisboprick 
of Winchester at your return. Let me know, in a 
letter directed to Parson's- green, the moment yoa 
receive this, whether you are ready and willing ; but 
you must learn to live a month, now and then, with- 
out sleep. As to all other things, we should meet 
with no monifications abroad, if we could escape 
them from home. 

But, without raillery, if ever I can propose to 
myself to be of any great use, I foresee this will be 
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the case. This is so much my opinion, that I con- 
elude, if it falls out otherwise, I shall never con- 
cern myself in any publick business in England; 
that I shall either leave it for a better climate, or 
marry in a rage, and become the hero of the Oc- 
tober club. Yours, 

PETERBOROW. 



^ TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

HT LORD, LONDON^, JULT 12, J711. 

1 NOW conceive your grace begins to be a busy 
person in council, and parliament, and convocation ^ 
and perhaps may be content to be diverted now and 
then by an idle letter from hence. We have an 
empty town, the queen being settled at Windsor, 
^uid the ministers often there. We are so weary with 
expecting farther removals, that we begin to drop 
the discourse ; neither am I sure, whether those in 
power may not differ a little in opinion as to the 
wutter. However, it seems generally agreed, that 
"^hcre will be many changes before next session, and 
^hat it is necessary there should be so. My lord Pe- 
"^crborow has been some time returned, and I have 
liad a good deal of talk with him ; or rather he has 
"talked a good deal to me. He is mightily discon- 
tented with what I writ to him, and which he finds 
'^o be true, that there seems a general disposition 
^mong us toward a peace. He thinks his success- 
ftl negotiations with the emperor and the duke of 
^avoy, have put us in a better condition than ever 

to 
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to cobtinue the war, and will engage to convince nae^ 
that Spain is yet to be had, if we take proper mea- 
sures. Your grace knows he is a person of great 
talents, but dashed with something restless and capri- 
cious in his nature. He told me he came over with- 
out being recalled, and without one servant, having 
scattered them in several parts of Germany. I doubt 
he will not have credit enough with the ministry to m 
make them follow his plans ; and he is such a sort of :zA 
person as may give good advice, which wise men 
may reasonably refuse to follow. It seems to me-: 
that the ministry lie under a grievous dilemma, fionltf-xtl 
the difficulty of continuing the war, and the dangeoK^ser 
of an ill peace; which I doubt whether all theiv^cit 
credit with the queen and country would supportnr^irt 
them under : but my lord treasurer is a stranger tv^:^ to 
fear, and has all that courage which innocence aiu».Mrxu] 
good sense can give a man, and the most free firoo^Nn 
avarice of any one living ; both which are absolutel\fl^^y 
necessary for his station in this juncture. He was^was 
saying a thing to me some days ago, which I belieis^^^ve 
is the great maxim he proceeds by, that wisdom E . in 
publick aflairs was not, what is commonly believe^ ^ard, 
the forming of schemes with remote views; but tW ihe 
making use of such incidents as happen. It 
thought my lord Marr would have succeeded 
secretary upon the duke of Queensberry's death; 
the court seems now disposed to have no third i 
cretary, which was a useless charge. The queen ! 
been extremely ill, so as for four and twenty ho"~HirF 
people were in great pain ; but she has been siMOce 
much better, and voided abundance of gravel, Srt; 
Our expedition under Mr. Hill is said to be towan/ 
the South seas; but nothing is known : I told agrait 
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man^ who is deepest in the project of it, that I had 
no good opinion of these expeditions, which hitherto 
never succeeded with us. He said, he would ven- 
ttirc ten to one upon the success of it, provided no 
ill accident happened by storms ; and that it was 
concerted with three or four great princes abroad. 

As to the first' fruits, I must inform your grace, 
that the whole affair hes exactly as it did for some 
cnooths past. The duke and his people never 
thoygbt, or at least never meddled in it, until some 
<lays before rhey went, and then they were lold it 
w^ already done ; and my lord treasurer directed 
that it should be an instruction to the lord lieutenant 
to mention in his speech to parliament^ that the 
queen hsd done it, 6rV- But they took no sort of 
am to finish the matter, and carry the instrument 
ever with them, which they might have done, had 
they begun timely, and applied themselves ; and as 
the biihops superseded me, I did not presume to 
fncddlc farther in it : but I think this may be a les- 
son> that in all such cases as these, it is necessary 
to have some good solicitor, and not leave things 
wholly to great men : nay, so little did the duke 
engage in this matter, that my lord treasurer told me 
yesterday (although that is a secret) that the very 
<]raught rhey had made upon my application was 
socne way or other mislaid betw^een the queen and 
himself, and could not be found ; but liowever, 
that another should soon be drawn : and his lord- 
sliip commanded mc to inform your grace, and my 
lords the bishops, that with the first convenience the 
instrument should be prepared and sent over, which 
ymir grace will please to let them know. I was of 
opinbn with my lord treasurer, tliat it should be 
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done by a deed from the queen^ without an act of 
parliamenrj and that the bishops should be made a 
corporation^ for the management of itp Your grace 
sees I write with much freedotn, because I am sure 
I can do It safely, 

I have been engaging my lord treasurer and the 
other great men in a project of my own, which they 
TcU me they will embrace, especially his lordship. 
He is to erect some kind of society, or academy, 
under the patronage of the ministers and protection 
of the queen, for correcting, enlarging^ polishing, 
and fixing our language. The methods must be 
kft to the society ; only I am writing a letter to my 
lord treasurer* by way of proposals, and some gene- 
ral bints, which I design to publish, and be expects 
from me. All this may come to nothing* although 
1 iind the ingenious and learned men of all ray ac- M 
quaintance fall readily in witli it ; and so I hope wtll ^ 
your grace 3 if the design can be well executed, I 
would desire at leisure some of your grace's thought 
on this matter* ^^^A 

I hope your grace will take advantage of the tinlH^^ 
and 'see whether your violent house of commons will 
fall in with some good law for the benefit of the 
church, as their much betters have done it here : 
and I think the convocation could not be better cm- 
ployed^ than in considering what good law is want-^i 
ing for the churchy and endeavour to ha^c it passediH^ 
rather than in brangling upon trifles* The church 
has so few happy occasions, that we ouglTt to let 
none of them slip, I take tip too much of your 
grace's time i and thercforcj begging your prayc 
and blessings, I remain, with the greatest respect, 
Your grace's most dutiful buiuble servant, 

J* swin 
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1 OU must not wonder, that I have been so ill a 
cofTespondcnt of ktc, being, as I find, in debt to 
yon for your's of June the 8th, and July the 12th, 
This did not proceed from any negligence^ but from 
the circumstances of things hercj that were such, 
th«r I could not return you any satisfactory answer. 

We bare now got over the prehminaries of our 
parliaments and convocation ; that is to say, our ad- 
dresses, &V* and as to the parliament, so far as ap* 
pesfs to mej there will be an entire compliance with 
her majesty's occasions, and my lord duke of Or- 
tnond*s desires ; and that funds will be given for two 
years firom Christmas next ; by which we shall have 
the following summer free from parUanientary at- 
tendance, which proves a great obstruction both to 
church and country business. As to the convoca- 
tion, we have no license as yet to act, I have heard 
some whispers, as if ^ letter of license had come 
over, and was sent back again to be mended, espe- 
cially as to direction about a president. I may in-* 
form you, that. that matter is in her majesty's choice: 
^T have on record four licenses ; the first directed to 
the archbishop of Dublin in \6l4 ; the other three, 
that are in l634, lG()2, and i66d, directed to the 
then lords primates. I have not at present the exact 
^^tcs ; but I have seen the writs^ and find the con- 
vocation ^at in these years. 
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His grace the duke ofOrmond, inhisipeecTj 
the parliament (which I doubt not but you have 
seen) mentioned the remittal of the twentieth parts^ 
and the grant of the first-fruits, for buying impro- 
priations; but did not assume to himself any merit ^ 
in the prociuing of them ; nor, that I can find by " 
any intimation^ so much as insinuated, that the grant 
was on his motion ; notwithstanding, both in the 
house of lords and convocation, some laboured to 
ascribe the whole to his grace ; and had ii not been 
for the account I had from youj his grace must^ next 
to her majesty* have had the entire thanks* Youll 
observe^ from the lords address and convocation, tha^| 
his grace is brought in for a share in both. But it 
the case should be otherwise, yet his grace is nc 
ifray ro be blamed* The current runs that way ; anc 
perhaps neither you nor I have bettered our intcrci 
here at present, by eDdeavouring ro stop it. 

The conclusion was; that all the archbishops anc 
bisfiops' agreed to return thanks to my lord treasured 
of Great Britain^ by a letter, which all in town hiiv< 
signed, being convinced, that, next to her majesty's* 
native bounty, and zeal for the church, this favous* 
is due to his Iordship*s mediation. 

But they have employed no agent to solicit ih^ 
passing the act through the offices, belicv'ing hi^ 
lordship will take care of that of his own mere mo— • 
tion, as he did of the grant. This is meant as an ira.— 
fitance of their great confidence of his lordship's cor^.-* 
cern for them, which makes it needless that ar 
should intermeddle in what he has undertaken* 

If his lordship thinks fit to return any answer 
the bishops, I wish he would take some occasion . 
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tneDtion.you in it: for that would justify you, und 
convince the bishops, some oC whom, perhaps, sus? 
pect the truth of what you said of the first-fruits and 
twentieth parts being granted before his grace the 
<]uke of Ormond was declared lord lieutenant of 
Ireland. 

I cannot at present write of several matters, that 
perhaps I may have opportunity to communicate to 
you. I have sent with this the lords and the convo- 
cation's address to my lord duke. 

If it may be proper, I would have my most 
humble respects to be laid before my lord treasurer. 
You may be sure I am his most humble servant, and 
shall never forget the advantages he has been the 
author of to the church and state : and yet I believe^ 
if it please God to prolong his life, greater thingi< 
may be expected from him ; my prayers shall not be 
wanting. 

As for myself, I will say more some other time : 
au)d for the present shall only assure you, that 

I am, sir, 

your affectionate bumble servant,. 

amd brother, 

WILLIAM DUBLIN. 
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FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

LISSENHALL^ JULY 28, 1711. 

oINCE my lord duke of Ormond's arrival, I have 
been so conrinually hurried with company, that I re- 
tired here for two or three days. The prehminaries of 
our pariiament are now over; that is to say, addresses, 
&c. and I find the usual funds will be granted, I think 
unanimously for two years from Christmas next, which 
is all the duke of Ormond desires. I do not see much 
more will be done. You will observe several rcflecrions 
are in the addresses on the late management here, in 
which the earl of Anglesey and I differed. If we 
^ould impeach, as you can in Great Britain, and 
bring the malefactors to account, I should be for it 
with all my endeavour; but to show our ill will. 
When we can do no more, seems to be no good po- 
licy in a dependant people, and that can have no 
other effect than to provoke revenge without the 
prospect of redress; of which we have two fatal 
instances. I reckon, that every chief governor, who 
. is sent here, comes with a design to serve first those 
who sent him ; and that our good only must be so 
far considered, as it is subser\ient to the main design. 
The only difference between governors, as to us, is 
to have a good natured man, that has some interest 
in our prosperity, and will not oppress us unneces- 
sarily ; and such is his grace. But I doubt, whe- 
ther even that will not be an objection against him 
on your side of the water : for I have found, that 
those governors, that gained most on the liberties of 
the kingdom^ are reckoiled the best ; and therefote 
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it concerns us to be on our guard against all go- 
'%'crnors, and to provoke as little as we can. For he, 
«hat cannot revenge himself, acts the wise part, when 
Ac dissembles, and passes over injuries. 

In my opinion, the best that has happened to us, 
is, that the parliament grants the funds for two 
3cars ; for by these means we shall have one sum- 
icr to ourselves to do our church and country bu- 
I have not been able to visit my diocese 
lesiatim, «s I used to do, the last three years, for 
-^prant of such a recess. I hope the parliament of 
"^Jrcat Britain will not resume the yam bill while they 
^continue the same. TTie lords have not sat above 
^our or five days, and are adjourned till Monday 
^ext ; so wc have no heads of bills brought into our 
Siouse as yet: but if any be relating to the church, 
3 will do my endeavour to give you satisfaction. 
— Our letter is come o\'er for the remittal of the 
"twentieth parts, and granting the first-fruits for buy- 
ing impropriations, and purchasing glebes, which 
^^1 be a great ease to the clerg)% and a benefit to 
'^hc church. We want glebes more than the impro- 
f)riations ; and I am for buying them first, where 
'vanting ; for without them, residence is impollible : 
^nd besides, I look upon it as a security to tithes, 
that the laity have a share in them ; and therefore I 
am not for purchasing them, but where they are ab- 
solutely necessary. 

We shall, I believe, have some considerations of 

methods to convert the natives; but I do tiot find, 

i that it is desired by all, that they should be convert- 

I ed. There is a party among us, that have little sense 

1 of religion, and heartily hate the church : these 

I U'ould have the natives made protestants ; but such 
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as themselves are deadly afraid they should come into 
the churchy because, say they, this would strengthen 
the church too much. Others wouM have them 
come in^ but can't approve of the methods proposed, 
which are to preach to them in their own language, 
and have the service in Irish, as our own canons re^ 
quire. So that between them, I am afraid that fotlc 
will be done# 

I am, sir, yours^ 6f a 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LORD, LONDOX, AUGr 15, l/l ?. 

1 HAVE been at Windsor a fortnigbt, from whence 
I returned two days ago, and met a letter ^t my 
lodgings from your grace, dated Jdfy 2i. I was 
told it was sent to Mr. Manly's house (yoor post- 
master's son) and by him* to me ;. so that I suppose 
your grace did not direct to Mr. Lewis as formerly, 
otherwise I should have had it ai Windsor. The 
ministers go usually down to Windsor on Saturday, 
and return on Monday or Tuesday following. I luuf 
little opportunity of talking with my lord treasurer, 
seeing him only at Gourt,^ or at supper at third places^ 
or in much company at his own lodgings. Yester^ 
day I went to visit him after dinner, but did not stay 
above an hour, because business called him out. I 
read to him that part of your grace's letter which ex- 
presses your grace's respects to him, and he recdired 
them perfectly well. He tc^ me he had lately re- 
ceived a letter from the bishops of Ireland, sub- 
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scribed (as I remember) by seventeen, acknowledg- 
ing bis favour about the flrst-fraits. I told his lord- 
shipi that some people in Ireland doubted whether 
the queen had granted them before the duke of 
Orraond was declared lieutenant ; Yes, he said, sure I 
remembered it was immediately upon my application. 
I said, I heard the duke himself took no merit on 
that account. He answered, No, he was sure he did 
not, lie %vas the honestest gentleman alive : but, aaid 
he, it is the queen that did tt, and she alone shall 
have the merit* And I must be so free as to tell 
your grace that the grudging, ungrateful manner of 
lome people, which upon several occasions I could 
not but give him hints of for my jusrtfication, has not 
been prudent* I am sure, it has hindered me from 
any thoughts of pursuing another affair of yet greater 
consequencej which I had good hopes of compassing* 
What can be the matter with those people f do I 
ask either money or thanks of them ? have I done 
any hurt to the business ? My lord treasurer told me, 
he bad sent the letter over about the first-fruits. I 
never inquired into the particulars: he says he will very 
soon answer the bishops letter to himself » and will show 
roe both letter and answer ; but I shall not put him 
in mind, unless he remembers it of his own accord* 
Nor, with great submission to your grace, can I pre- 
Tail on my own pride to desire he would make any 
mention of me in his answer. Your grace is con- 
vinced, that unless I write a heap of lies, the queen 
had granted that affair before my lord duke was 
named. I desire to convince nobody else; and, since 
the thing is done, it is not of any consequence who 
weic instrumental in it, I could not forbear yester- 
day reminding my lord treasurer of what I said to 
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any thing that any chief governor pleased; and so it 
would be a needless trouble. 

We reckon for certain, that Mr, Hill with hii 
fleet is gone to Quebec* 

Mrs* Masham is every minute expecting to lie in. 
Pray God preserve her life, which is of great im- 
portance. I am, with the greatest respect, my lord, 
Your grace's most dutiful and 

most humble servant, 

J, SWIFT. 
The queen has got a light fit of the gout. The 
privy seal is not yet disposed of. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

Uy lord, august 36, 171: 

JTERHAPS you will be content to know some cir-^ 
cumstances of affairs here*. The duke of Somerset i 
usually leaves Windsor on Saturday, when chc mi- 
nisters go down ihither, and returns not until they 
are gone. On Sunday seven night, contrary to cus- 
tom, he was at Windsor, and a cabinet council waif 
to be held at night ; but, after waiting a long time, 
word was brought out, that there would be no cabi- 
net. Next day it was held, and then the duke went, 
to a horserace about three miles off. Thb began tc 
be whispered; and at my return to town they had I 
got k in the city 1 but not the reason ; which wis,! 
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that Mr. secretary St, John refused to sit if the duke 
was there* Last Sunday the duke was there again, 
but did not offer to come to the cabinet^ which was 
held without him, I hear the duke was advised by 
his friends of the other part)^ to take this step- The 
secretary said to some of his acquaintance, that he 
would not sit with a man who had so often betrayed 
iheoi, &^, You know tke duchess of Somerset is a 
great fa\'ourite, and has got the duchess of Marl- 
borough's key. She is insinuating, and a woman of 
intrigue ; and will, I believe, do what ill offices she 
caji to the secretary. They would have hindered her 
coming in ; but the queen said^ if it were so that she 
could not have what servants she liked, she did not 
find how her condition was mended. I take the 
safety of tiie present ministry to consist in the agree* 
ment of three great men, lord keeper, lord treasurer, 
sukI Mr secretary; and so I have often told theni 
logecher between jest and earnest, and two of them 
tcprately with more seriousness. And I think they 
entirely love one another, as their differences arc not 
of weight to break their union. They vary a little 
about iheir notions of a certain general (the duke of 
Marlborough). I will not say more at this distance, 
1 do not see well how they can be without the secre* 
tiii% who has very great abilities both for the cabi- 
net and parliament. The tones in the city arc a little 
discontented, that no farther changes are made in 
employments, of which I cannot learn the secret, 
alLbough I have heard several, and from such who 
ttiight tell the true one if they would 1 one is, that 
lord treasurer professes he is at a loss to find persons 
qualified for several places : another (which is less 
believed) that the queen interposes ; a thirdj that it 

is 
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is a tnmtning disposition. I am apt to think tbat he 
finds the call for employments greater than be can 
answer, if there were five times as many to di^x>8e 
of; and I know particularly that he dblikes very 
much the notion of people, that every one is to be 
turned out« The treasurer is much the greatest 
minister I ever knew; regular in life, with a tiuo 
sense of religion^ an excellent scholar, and a good 
divine, of a very mild and affable dispositicm^ itH 
trepid in his notions, and indefarigable in business, 
an utter dcspiser of money for himself, yet frugal 
(perhaps to an extremity) for the publick. In private 
company, he is wholly disengaged, and very &cets- 
ous, like one who has no business at all. He nevcf 
wants a reserve upon any emergency, which would 
appear desperate to others ; and makes little use of 
those thousand projectors and schematists, who are 
daily pljing him with their visions, but to be 
thoroughly convinced, by the comparison, diat hb 
own notions are the best. I am, my lord, with the 
greatest respect, 

Your grace's most obedient, &c. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

RRVERBND SIR, SWORDS, SEP. 1, I7ll. 

1 HAVE before me your*s of the 15 thand 2 1st, 
which I return you my hearty thanks. I percdvi 
you have the votes of our commons here, and I sap 
pose the address of the lords, that gave ocdMOD ^K 
them. I must let you know that I was very postti^ 

agains 
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the cUusc that provoked theuij tod kept the 
h^ase in debate about it at least aa hour, aad spoke 
90 oAco, that I was ashamed of myself; yet there 
wm but thiee negatives to it. I used seveialaigu- 
mcnts agunst the lords concurring with their com- 
nune^ jand foretdd all that has happened upon it. 
Upon which I was much out of favour with the 
house £or some time ; and industry has been used, 
as I was informed, to persuade my Icxd duke, that 
what I did was in o(^x)sition to his interest: but 
when I had the opportunity to discourse bis grace 
bst, he was of another opinion. And in truth, my 
Kffxd to his grocers interest was the principal reason 
of oppo^g a clause, that I foresaw might embarrass 
his business here. 

There happened another afiair relating to one 
Langton, of whom I formerly gave you some ac- 
count. The commons found him on the establish- 
mcnt for a small pension ; and having an ill notion 
of him and his informations, they took this occa^on 
to examine bis merits. In order to which, they sent 
up a message to the lords, to desire leave of judge 
Coste, who bad taken his examinations, and those 
of his witnesses, to come down, and inform the 
committee : and this seemed the more necessary, be- 
cause the examinarions taken by the council were 
burned : but the lords refused to let the judge go 
down, as desired, and passed a vote to take the 
examination of the matter into their hands. This, I 
foresaw, might prove another bone of contention, and 
did oppose it, but with the same success as the for- 
mer; Langton pleaded privilege, as chaplain to the 
bishop of Ossory, and refused to appear before the 
cornmons ; on which they passed the angry resolves 

you 
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you will find in their votes. The extminarion of thii^ 
matter has employed much of the lords time to very 
little purpose. My opposing this was made an ab- 
jection, against me by some, that wish now nay ad- m 
rice had been taken, ™ 

The business of the city of Dublin, of ivhich I 
gave you an account formerly, embroils u% very 
much* We have at the council rejected four mayon 
and eight sherifFs* all regularly elected by the city \ 
some of them the best citizens in the toan, and'J 
much in the interest of the government. Webegir 
to be sick of it^ and I am afraid, that it may beget 
ill blood J and come into parliament here. Wc 
havx rejected the elected magistrates in four other 
corporations, which adds to the noi^^e. 1 own I here 
were good reasons for rejecting some of them : but I 
cannot say the same for Dublin. I wish this may 
not prove uneasy to us. m 

There was a motion made at tlie sessions for fhe " 
county of Dublin at Kilmainham, for an address of 
thanks to her majesty for sending his grace the duke 
of Ormond lo be our chief governor* Nine of the 
justices, tbat is, all that were then present, agreed 
to it, and an address was ordered to be drawn, which 
was brought next morning into court, and tlien 
there were above a score, that seemed to have come] 
on purpose, and promised, that it should be rrjcc 
by a majority ; for this reason only, that it woidc 
entail a necessity on them to address in favour of 
every new lord lieutenant, or disoblige him. Foi 
which reason it was rejected also in my lord Whar* 
ton's time. This noways concerns his grace himself & 
but in my opinion, ought to lessen the esteem of 
lomc persons management^ that anempt thinfi, 

whkl 



Dit* SWiFT. 



17?- 



which ^*ouM be better let alon^j wtiere they cantiot 
be carried without opposition* 

The house of commom seem to have received ill 
impressions of some. They reckon my lord duke*s 
advisers, as if they were secretly his enemies, and 
designed to betray him. They generally seem per- 
foadedi that his grace is a sincere honest rrlan, and 
most in the interest of the kingdom of any chief 
governor they can ever expect ; and that therefore 
tiicy ought to support him to the utmost of their 
power, and declare, that the quarrels his enemies 
raise, shall rtot hinder them from doing whatever he 
shall reasonably desire from them^ or her majesty *s 
service require; and as an instance of their sincerity 
iQ this, they have granted funds for two years from 
Christmas last : whereas at first they intended only 
two years from the preceding 24th of June* 

I have been preaching a doctrine that seems 
stmnge to some i it is, that her majesty, and the 
ttiifustry, will be inclined to employ sucii as may 
bt a help and support to their interest^ and not a 
clog, I mean, that these subalterns should^ by their 
(Jmdence and dexteritj^, be able to remove any mis- 
ynderstandings, that msLj be between the govern- 
nicm and tiie people, and help to beget in them a 
good notion of the ministry ; and by all means, 
atoid such things, as may embarrass or beget jea- 
lousies ; so that the burden or odium rgay not fall on 
the ministry, where any harsh things happen to be 
dooc: that it seems to me to be the duty of those 
in posts, to avoid unnecessary disputes, and not to 
expect^ that the ministry will interpose to extricate 
them, when they, without necessity, have involved 
themselves. But some arc of a different opinion, and 
Vol, XI. N seem 
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seem to think, that they have no more to do when 
they meet with difficulties, perhaps of their owo 
creating, than to call in the ministry, and desire 
them to decide the matter by power: Si method, 
that I do not approve, nor has it succeeded well with 
former governors here: witness lord Sydney, and; 
lord Wharton, in the case of the convocation. 

There really needs but one thing to quiet the 
people of Ireland, and it is to co»nvince theoi, that 
there is no eye to the pretender. Great industry has 
been, and still is, used to bugbear them with that 
fear. I believe it is over with you ; but it will re- 
quire time and prudent methods to quiet the people 
here, that have been possessed for twenty-two year* 
with a continual apprehension, that he is at the door, 
and that a certain kind of people designed to bring 
him in. The circumstances of this kingdom, from 
what tliey saw and felt under king James, make 
the dread of him much greater than it can be with 
you. 

As to our convocation, a letter came from her 
majesty to give us license to act; but it nowise 
pleased some people, and so it was sent back to be 
modelled to their mind, but returned again without 
alteration. It came not to us till the day the parlia- 
ment adjourned. I was at that time obliged to at- 
tend the council, there being a hearing of the quakers 
against a bill for recovering tithes. In my absence* 
they adjourned till the meeting of the parliament, 
without so much as voting thanks, or appointing a 
committee. The things that displeased some in the 
license were, first, that my lord prim;ite was not the 
sole president, so as to appoint whom he pleased to 
act in his absence. The second was, the considera* 

tion 
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tion of proper methods to convert the natives, against 
which some have set themselves with all their might. 
The tliird is, what concerns pluralities, and residence, 
whi^h some have not patience to hear of. The lower 
houie seem to hav e the matter more at heart ; for 
rhey have appointed comraitrees during the recess, 
and are doing something, 

I cannot but admire, that you should be at a loss 
to find what is the matter with those, that would 
neither allow you, nor any one else^ to get any thing 
for the service of the church, or the publick* It is, 
with submission, the silhcst query I ever found made 
by Dr, Swift* You know there are some, that would 
isntmc to themselves to be the only churchmen and 
managers, and cannot endure that any thing should 
be done but by themselvTaj and in their own ivay ; 
and had rather that all good things proposed should 
miscarry, than be thought to come from other hands 
ihao their own ; whose business is to lessen every 
body else, and obstruct whatever is attempted^ though 
of the greatest advantage to church and state, if it 
be not from their own party. And yet, so far as I 
have hitherto observed, I do not remember any in- 
stance of their proposing, much less prosecuting with 
success, any thing for the publick good. They seem 
to have a much better hand at obstructing others^ 
4iid embarrassing affairs, than at proposing or pro- 
*ccating any good design. 

These seem as uneasy that more alterations are 
not made here, as tliose you mention are witii you. 
The reason is very plain, they would fain get into 
employments, which cannot be without removes ; 
but I have often observed > that none are more eager 
m poits^ than luch as are least fit for them. I do 

N a not 
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not see how a new parliament would much mend 
things here ; for there is little choice of men : per- 
haps it might be for the worse, rebus sic staniUnts ; 
though I always thought the honest part, is to allow 
the people to speak their sense on the change of 
affairs by new representatives. I do not find, that 
those that have embarrassed the present, designed a 
new one ; but they thought the commons so pas^ve, 
that they might carry what they pleased, whatever 
their design might be. If they prosecute the pre- 
sent measures, I believe they will make new ones 
necessary, when there shall be occasion ta have a 
new session. 

I pray most heartily for her majesty, and her mi- 
nisters ; and am inclined to believe, that it is one of 
the most difficult parts of their present circumstances, 
to find proper insruments to execute their good in- 
tentions, notwithstanding the great crowds that oiler 
themselves ; particularly, my lord treasurer's welfare 
f& at heart with all good men : I am sure, with none 
more than, reverend sir, &c. 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



FROM THE SAMB^ 

HBVERBND SIR^ 8WORD85 S£PT« 1, I7II, 

1 GOT a little retirement here, and made use of i^ 
to write you by the present packet*. I promised ta 
say something as to your own affairs ; and the ^^ ,^f 
thing is not to neglect yourself on this occasion, birr-^/> 

* Tikis is die tame date at that of the preceding. 
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to make use of the favour and interest you have at 
present, to procure you some preferment that may 
be called a settlement* Years come on, and after a 
cenain age, if a man be not in a station that may be 
a step to a better, he seldom goes higher. It is with 
men as with beauties, if they pass the flower, they 
grow stale, and lie for ever neglected, I know you 
are not ambitious ; but it is prudence, not ambition, 
to get into a station, that may make a man easy, 
and prevent contempt wlien he grows in years. You 
certainly may now have an opportunity to pro\idc 
for yourselfj and I entreat you not to neglect it. 

The second thing that 1 would desire you to con- 
sider h, that God has given you parts and learnings 
and a happy turn of mind ; and that you are answer- 
able for those talents to God : and therefore I advise 
you, and believe it to be your duty, to set yourself 
to some serious and useful subject in your profession, 
and to manage it so, that it may be of use to the 
world. I am persuaded, that if you will apply your- 
self this way, you are well able to do it; and that 
jDur knowledge of the world, and reading, will 
enable you to furnish such a piece, with such uncom- 
mon remarks, as will render it both proK table and 
agreeable, above most things that pass the press. 
Say nor, that most subjects in divinity are exhausted; 
for if you will look into Dr, Wilkins's Heads of Mat- 
ters, which you will find in his Gift of Preaching, you 
^fill be surprised to find so many necessary and use- 
ful heads, that no authors have meddled with. There 
Ore some common themes, that have employed mul- 
titudes of authors ; but the moit curious and diflicult 
aj^c in a manner untouched, and a good genius will 
not fail to produce something new and surprising on 

$i ;j the 
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the most trite, much more on those that odieiB 
have avoided, merely because they were above their 
parts. 

Assure yourself, that your interest, as well as duty, 
requires this from you; and you will find, that it 
will answer some objections against you, if yc»i thus 
show the world, that you have patience and com- 
prehension of thought, to go through with such a 
subject of weight and learning. 

You will pardon me this freedom, which I assure 
you proceeds from a sincere kindness, and true 
value that I have for you. I will add no more, 
but my hearty prayers for you. I am, Dr. Swift^ 
your's, 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 



MY LORD, WINDSOR CASTLE, OCT. 1, Ijll. 

X HAD the honour of a long letter from your grace 
about a month ago, which I forbore acknowledging 
sooner, because I have been ever since perpetually 
tossed between this and London, and partly because 
there had nothing happened that might make a letter 
worthy the perusal. It is the opinion of some great 
persons here, that the words which the house of 
commons took amiss in your address, might very 
well bear an application that concerned only my 1<^ 
Wharton. I find they are against my opinion, that 
a new parliament should have been called ; but all 

agree 
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rec it must now be dissoh^ed : but, in short, wc 
are so eictremely busy here, that nothing of Ireland 
is ^Ikcd on above a day or two j that of the city 
elccrion I have oftcnest heard of; and the proceed- 
ing of your court in it, it is thought, might have 
been wiser, I find your grace seems to be of my 
opinion, and so I told my lord treasurer, I think 
yom Kiimainham project of an address was a very 
ibali!!i>h one, and that for the reason of those who 
were against it. I hope Freland will soon be equally 
convinced with us here, that, if the pretender be in 
any body's thoughts, it is of those they least dream, 
and who now are in no condition of doing mischief 
to any but themselixs* As for your convocation, I 
believe every thing there will terminate in good 
wishes. You can do nothing now, and will not 
niect again these two years ; and then, I suppose, 
only to give money, and away* Inhere should, me- 
thinks, in the interval, be some proposals considered 
and agreed upon by the bishops and principal men 
cjf the clergy*, to have all ready against the next 
meeting ; and ci*en that I despair of, for a thousand 
reasons too tedious to mention. 

My admiring at the odd proceedings of those 
^mong the bishops and clergy who are angrj* with 
me for getting their first-fruits, was but a form of 
9peech« I cannot sincerely wonder at any proceed- 
ings in numbers of men, and especially (I must 
venture to say so) in Ireland. Meantime, it is a 
good jest to hear my lord treasurer saying often, 
l^efore a deal of company, tliat it was I that got the 
cilergy of Ireland their first-fruits ; and generally 
^»iih ibis addition, that it was before the duke of 
CDimond was declared lord lieutenant. His lordship 
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has long designed an answer to the letter he recctipe4 
from the bishops; he has told mc ten tinies, he 
would do it to morrow. He goes to Lonuon ihii 
daj% but I continue here for a week, I shall refrcili 
liis memory, and engage my lord Harley his Jon to 
do so too- 

I suppose your grace cannot but hear in general 
of some steps that are making toward a peace* There 
came out some titnp ago an account of Mr, Prior's 
journey to Fr^nce^ pretended to be a translation ; ii 
is a pure invention^ from the beginning to the end, 
I will let your grace into the secret of it. The 
clamours of a party agamst any peace without Spain, 
and railing at the ministry as if ihey designed to ruiti 
ys» occasioned that production, out of indignity and 
^ontemptj by w^iy of furnishing fools with surQething 
to talk of; and it has had a ver)* great clFcct, Mcan» 
time J your grace may count that a peace is going 
forward very fa&t. Mr, I^ior was actu-iUy in France; 
and there are now two ministers from thai court in 
Ix>ndon, which you may be pretty sure of, if you 
believe what I tell you, that I supped with them 
myself in the house where I am now wriong^ Satur? 
day la^t : neither do I fmd it to be a very grra| 
secret; for there were two gentlemen more with ui 
beside the inviter. However, I desire your griice to 
say nothing of it, because it may look likt hghtncsi 
in me to tejl it : Mr. Prior wm with us coo, but 
what their names are I cannot tell i for I believe 
those they passed by wlien I was there are not dicir 
real ones, AH matters are agreed between France 
and us, and V^ry much to the adi^antage and honour] 
uf England ; but, I believe, no farther steps will 
taken without giving notice to the allies. I d9 nc 
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you one syllable, as coming from any great mi* 
oisicr ; and therefore I do not betray them. Bur, 
there are other ways of picking out things in a court: 
bowcver, I must desire you will not discover any of 

icsc httk particulars, nor cite me upon any account 
It all ; for, great men ipay think I tell things from 

lera, although I have them from other hands ; in 
which last case only, I venture to repeat them to one 
J can confide in, and one at so great a distance as 
your grace, 

I humbly thank your grace for the good opinion 
you are pleased to have of me, ,and for yoiu^ advice 
ivhich seems to be wholly grounded on it. As to the 
iirst, which relates to my fortune, I shall never be 
able to make myself believed how indifterent 1 am 
aboi^ it, I sometimes have the pleasure of making 
lliat of others ; and J fear it is too great a pleasure to 
be a virtue, at least in me. Perhaps in Ireland, I 

lay not be able to prevent contempt any other way 
by making my fortune; but then it is my com- 
fort, thai contempt in Ireland will be no sort of mor- 
tificarion to me. When I was last in Ireland, I was 
ibave half tlie time retired to one scurvy acre of 
md ; and I always left it with regret. I am as 
well received and known at courts as perhajis any 
m^n ever was of my level; I have formerly been the 
like. I left it then, and will perhaps leave it now 
(when they please to kt me) without any concern, 
but what a few months will remove. It is my maxim 
|o leave great ministers to do as they please -, and if 
1 cannot distinguish myself enough by being useful 
r in such a way as becomes a man of conscience and 
'lionour, I can do no more; for I never will lolicit 
fuT m) selfj although I often do for others. 
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The other part of your gracc*s advice, to be %omt 
way useful to the church and the publick by aoy 
talent you arc pleased to think I possess^ is tlie only 
thing for which I should desire some settlement that 
would make me full master of my time, I hare 
often thought of some subjects, wherein I bcUcvc I 
tntght succeed : but, my lord^ to ask a man floating 
at sea what he designed to do when he goes on shore, 
is too hasty a question ; let him get there first, and 
rest and dry himself, and then look about him- I 
have been pretty well known to several great men in 
my life ; and it was their duty, if they thought I might 
have been of use, to put me into a capacity for it ; M 
but I never yet knew one great man in my life, who ■ 
ivas not every day swayed by other motives in distri- 
buting his favours, whatever resolutions he had pre- 
tended to make to the contrary, I was saying a 
thing the other day to my lord keeper, which be 
approved of^ and which I beheve may be the reason 
of this : it was, that persons of transcendent mcrtt 
forced their way in spite of all obstacles ; but thote 
whose merit was of a second, third, or founh rate, 
were seldom able to do any thing ; because the knai'cs 
and dunces of the world had all the impudence, 
assiduity, flattery, and semle compliance divided 
among them, which kept them perpetually in the 
way, and engaged every body to be their solicitorsL 
I was asking a great ministerj a month ago, how he 
could possibly happen to pick out a certain pevson 
to employ in a commission of discovering abuse&» 
who was the most notorious for the constant piactice 
of the greatest abuses in that very kind, and was very 
well known not to be at all reformed ? He $aid, be 
knew alt tbb ; but what would I have him to do ? I 
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MswcTcd, Send any one of your footmen^ and com- 
mand him to choose out the first likely genteel fellow 
lie sees in the streets ; for such a one might possibly 
lie honest, but he was sure the other was nor, and 
yet they have em ployed him. 

I promise your grace that this shall be the last 
ially I shali eier make to a courts and tliat I will 
return as soon as I can have leave. I have no great 
pleasure in my present manner of living, often in- 
volved in things that perplex me very much, and 
tiiliich try my patience to the utmost ; teased every 
[day by solicitors^ who have so little sense as to think 
I have either credit or inclination to be theirs^ aU 
though they see I am able to get nothing for myself. 
But I tind I am grown very tedious, and therefore 
conclude^ with the greatest respect, my Lord, 6f(r. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 



RBVEnBND STR, 



DUBLIN, OCT. 27, 1711, 



J. HAVE before me your's of the first instant, but 
Iriavc been so employed with attending parliament, 
^convocation, and privy council, that I could nei- 
ther compose my thoughts to write, nor find time, 
^Bc>idc3, our business is all in a hurry ; and 1 may 
, «ay ID fine, that things admit of no perfect account, 
■ ^Dn Wednesday the com bill, wliich the commons 
■^cemed to value most, was thrown out ; because it 
^^^scrved a power to the lord lieutenant and council 
*^cre, to prohibit or permit the transportation of grain 
^X any time. There was a design to fall on the privy 

council 
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council upon this occasion ; but gentlemen would 
not come into it ; which showed they had some wit 
in their anger. And I am still of opinion, that, 
with tolerable good management, this would have 
been as quiet a session as has been in Ireland : but the 
Dublin business, the address of the lords, Langton*s 
affair*, and now Higgins^s -f*, have escasperated the 
commons to such a height, that will, as you ob* 
serve, make this parliament to be impracticable any 
longer. It is true, the lords address might have 
been interpreted to aim at lord Wharton, and was 
partly so intended ; but it was ill expressed to bear 
that sense ; and besides, what did it signify for uj 
to show our resentment, when it could only pro* 
voke a |reat man to revenge, and could not reach 
him ? 

As to the first-fruits, and twentieth parts, no body 
here dare say, that any body, beside the duke of 
Ormond, procured them, but his grace himself; 
who, for ought I can learn, Qevpr assumed, either 
publickly or privately, any such merit to himself: 
and yet, I confess, it is qot amiss, that it should be 
thought he did those things. For he could not 
thinl( of governing the kingdom^ if it be qot be* 

* r Dominick I^ngton, derk, formerly t friart had ^ccomi 
Lewb Mcarsi cs^., and other procestant gentlemen of the coanty of 
West Meath, of entering into an association against the queen and 
her ministry : upqn which the house of commons in Ireland, on the 
6th of August 171 1, Toted several strong resolutioo^ against the 
said Langton, declaring his charge against Mr* Mears, kic. to be 
false, groundless, and malicious^ and resoWed» that an addrea 
should be presented to the lord lieutenant, the duke of Ormond, to 
desire, that her majesty would order the said Langton to be strode 
off the establishment of Ireland,' 

t See before, page 117. 
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fieired, that he has great interest at court ; and if 
lliat did not appear by some favours of moment ob^ 
t&ined for the kingdom, none would suppose it* 
He is truly a modest, generous, and honest man ; 
and assure yourself, that whatever disturbance he has 
met widi, proceeds from his sticking too close to his 
friends. It is a pity, such a fault should hurt a man* 
J send you^ enclosed^ the papers that relate to Mr, 

fliggios. Lord Santry was iicard against him, be- 
ore the lord lieutenant and council, October 27 : he 
was allowed only to prove the articles in his petition, 
that are marked with P, and he seemed to prove 
them pretty fully; but Mn Higgles not having yet 
tnade his defence, I can give no judgment. By the 
Testimony of the lower house of convocation, in his 
favour^ you will see how heartily they espouse him. 
And surely both pains and art have been used to 
screen him : with what effect you shall hear when 
the matter is concluded. I wish every good man 
ly meet with as good and as fast friends as he hai 
done. I ^end you likewise the votcs^ that kept the 
^commons in debate, from eleven in the morning till 
;ven at night* The question was carried in the ne- 
gative, by two accidents : the going out of one 
tnember, by chance, to speak to somebody at the 
putting the question ; and the coming in of another, 
in his boots, at the very minute. If either had not 
bappenedj it had gone the other way. The personal 
affection to the duke of Ormond divided the house* 
If they could have separated him from some others, 
the majority had been great. You may easily, from 
thU^ see what way the bent of the kingdom goes ; 
and that garbling corporations no way please them, 

Wc 
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We hare several printed accounts of preliminaries 
of the peace ; but I believe them all amusements ; 
&)T, I imagine, none of the common scribblers know 
any thing of them at all. I pray God they may be 
such as may secure us from a new war ; though, I 
believe, the death of the emperor makes a lasting 
peace much more difficult than before. That de- 
pends on a balance, and to that three things seem so 
necessary, that any two may stop the third; but 
now all is reduced to two. I reckon, as soon as the 
peace is settled, the dauphin will be taken out of 
the way, and then France and Spain will fall 
into one b.and : a surmise I have had in mind ever 
since Philip got Spain ; and I was of opinion, that 
if we could have been secured against this accident, 
there had been i^o need of a war at all. 

As to the convocation, I told you formerly how 
we lost all the time of the recess, by a precipitate 
adjournmenr made by five bishops, when the arch- 
bishop of Tuam, and as many of us as were of the 
privy council, were absent, attending at the board, 
upon a hearing of the quakers against the bill for 
recovery of tithes. Since the meeting of the par- 
liament, after the recess, we have attended pretty 
closely, have drawn up and agreed to six or seven 
canons, and have drawn up a representation of thd 
state of religion, as to infidelity, heresy, impiety, 
and popery. We have gone through likewise, and 
agreed to, a great part of this ; but I doubt we shall 
nrot be able to finish it. We have also before us the 
considerarion of residence, and the means of con- 
verring papists. This last sent up from the lower 
house. But I reckon it not possible to finish these 

things, 



I^m. SWIFT* 



igi 



ihiiigs this session. I need not tell you, that my 
lord primate's indisposition is a great clog to dis- 
► patch ; but he is resolved none else shall have the 
chair. So we dispense uith many things, that other- 
wise I beUeve we should not. We had only two 
church bills this time ; one for unions^ which was 
t hnDwn out in our house ; and another for recovery 
of tithes, which I understand will be thrown out by 
the commons. Our session dmws near an end, and 
every body u tired of it. 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 



OCT, 31, 1711 . 

J. O day wt had another heating at councUj con- 
ceraing Mn Higgins's business. Some of his wil- 
ne$&ei were examined* So far as we have yet heard, 
it docs not appear to me, that they have cleared him 
of tampering with witnesses, shifting recognizances, 
or compounding felonies ; but, it is said^ these 
tUiogs arc common in the country ; and perhaps that 
will save him. And I know nof how far his other 
witnesses, that are yet to be examined, may clear 
liim. The hearing lasted above tliree hours. I was 
Unwilling to make this picket too large^ so I have 
inclosed rhe other prints in another. I want some 
afiidavits of gentlemen, in which they depose Mr* 
*^»ggins's case to contain many falsehoods, 

I am, &c. 
~ WILL, DUBLIN. 

FHOM 
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LETTERS TO AXD FBOM 



t'ROM ARCHBISHOP KINO, 



REVEiiEKD StB, 



DUELING NOV, J^ 1711* 



I 



HAVE considered that part of your letter that re- 
lates to your own concerns. I tiod youj in carrrest, 
very indifferent as to making your fortune; but you 
ought not to be so^ for a weighty reason you insi- 
nuate yourself, that you cannot^ without a settle* 
mcnt, be master of your time in such manners as to 
apply yourself to do something that may be useful 
to the church* I know it is not in your power to do 
it when you please ; but yet something may be done 
toward itp Get but a letter to the govtrnmentj from 
my lord treasurer, for the first good preferment ; at id 
you willj at the same time, fill it with a good man^.l 
and perhaps prevent a bad one from getting into it* 
Sure there is no immodesty in getting such a recom- 
mendation. Consider that years grow upon you ; 
and, after fifty, both body and mind decay. 1 have 
several things on the anvil, and near finished, ihat 
perhaps might be useful, if published : but the 
continual avocation by business, the impositiom on 
me by impertinent visits, and the uneasiness of writ* 
ing, which grows more intolerable to me every day, I 
doubt, will prevent my going any farther. There- 
fore lose no time ; qtu nQU est fmdk^ eras mhms aftuM 
erit. I am sure, you are able to do good service; 
and give me leave to be importunate with you lo go 
about it. Caesar wrote his Comnient^es umla- the 
hurry and fatigues of a general ; and perhaps a n£U]*$i 
spirit it never more awakened, nor his thoughts bet-, 

ttri 
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ter, than in the intervals of a hurry of business. 

Read Erasmus's life^ and you'll find it was almost a 

continual journey. You see how malicious some are 

toward you, in printing a parcel of trifles, falsely, as 

your works. This makes it necessary that you 

should shame those varlets, by something that may 

enlighten the world, which, I am sure your genius 

will reach, if you set yourself to it. If I had the 

honour to have any correspondence with my lord 

treasurer, I would certainly complain of you to him, 

suad get his lordship to join in this request, which, I 

persuade myself, he would readily do, if put in mind. 

I do not in the least fear that you will be angry with 

for this, since you cannot suspect my sincerity 

id kindness in it : and though I shall be angry 

ith you, if you neglect yourself and interest, yet it 

sliall go no farther, than to be a trouble to myself, 

l^iit no abatement of the real friendship of 

Your's, &c. 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

REVEREND SIR, DUBLIN, NOV. 10, 1711- 

X ERHAPS it will not be ungrateful to you, to 
know our session of parliament ended on Friday last. 
We threw out in the house of lords, two bills ; that 
against fines in the city of Dublin, and about quit- 
rents; and voted an address, in opposition to the 
commons address about revolution principles. We 
Vol. XL O likewise 
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likewise burned Mr. Stoughton*s sermon, preached 
at Christ church on the 30th of January, some years 
ago. The house were pleased to vote me thanks for 
prosecuting him, which, you may remember, I did 
in a difficult time, notwithstanding the opposition 
I had from the government, and his protection by 
lord Ikerin, which he pleaded in court : and yet I 
followed him so close, that I forced him out of hi^ 
living. After this, we burned Mr. Boyse's book oip 
A Scriptural Bishop*; and Some Observators-f-. 
Our address was brought in yesterday; in which 
sure we are even with the commons. 1 forgot to 
tell you, we agreed to another address against dis- 
senting ministers, and their twelve hundred pounds | 
per annum. The commons made an address to my 
lord lieutenant, in which they bring him in for rc- 

• * It was printed in 4to, at Dublin, under the dtle of, " The 
<^ Office of a Christian Bishop described, and recommended from 
" I Tim. ch. ill. ver. i. An ordination sermon. With an «p- 
*' pendix to it, and a postscript, containing an apology for the pub- 
•' lication of it." The appendix and postscript were added to the 
second edition 6f the Sermon. The author was an eminent dissent- 
ing minister at Dublin.' 

+ ^ Papers published under that title, by John Tutchin, esq., 
who had been severely sentenced by lord chief justice Jeffercys, in 
king James the second's reign. He was, at last, attacked in the 
night, for some offence, which he had given by his writings, and 
died in consequence of the violence used toward him. Dr, Swift, 
in his Examiner, No. 15, for November 16, 17 10, speaks of this 
writer, and of Daniel de Foe, author of " The Review of the State 
" of the British Nation," as two stupid illiterate scribblers, bodi 
of them fanaticks by profession. 

J * This address was agreed upon November 9, 1711. Tbc 
twelve hundred pounds per annum was originally a bounty tothoic 
ministers from king Charles the second, confirmed by king Williaim 
and continued by queen Anne.* 

TOlotioB 
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YDltltion principles. The Memorial of the Clmrch 
of England * was reprinted hercj and dedicated to 
ray lord lieutenant. This was brought into the 
house of commons, and I doubt, would not have 
escaped, if the usher of the black rod had not 
called them up to the prorogation, Langton's bu- 
siness came likewise into the house of lords, and 
when the house was full of ladies, an ofter was made 
to receive the report of the committee, which con- 
tained many sheets of paper, A great debate hap- 
{)ened upon it ; but at last it was waved, and order- 
ed to be laid before the lord lieutenant. 

In short, we parted in rery ill humour $ andl ap- 
ehend that die minds of the gcnendity are not 
My lord duke of Ormonde so far as I could 
ce it, made a very modest and healing speech ; 
and his grace seemed, in it, to be altogether disin^ 
terested in parties. All these you have in pubUck ; 
if you think it worth ivhile^ I will take care to 
end them as they are printed. 

A$ to our convocation, those who had loitered and 
done nothing before last week, pressed on the reprc- 
rnrarion of the state of religion, as to infidelity, he- 
'Tesj% impiety, and popery : it will, in some time, 
be printed* I had many reasons, but insisted only 
on two ; first, its imputing all vices to us, as if wc 
were the worst of people in the world ; not allowing 
ay good among us. Secondly^ not assigning it 



• * Pttblislied at first m 1 705, 410, under thit title, ** The Mc 
laortil of the Church of England, humbly offcreii to the consU 
^ dcmtimi of aU true Lovers of our Church and Constitution/' — 
flili libcif upon its first pyblication, having been presented a4 «iich 
by the grand jmy of Lortdon and Middlesex, on the jist of Au. 
£iis£^ 1705, was burnt by the common hangman/ 
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FROM MRS. LONGf TO DR. SWIFT. 

NOVEMBER 18, 1711. 

XF you will again allow me the pleasure of hear* 
ing from you, without murmuring, I will let you 
enjoy that of laughing at me for any foolish word I 
misapply ; for I know you are too reasonable to C3> 
pect me to be nicely right in the matter ; but then 
when you take a fancy to be angry, pray let me 
know it quietly, that I may clear my meaniogs, 
which are always far from offending my friends, 
however unhappy I may be in my expressions. 
Could I expect you to remember any part of my 
letters so long ago, I would ask you, that yoQ 
should* know where to £nd me when you had a mind 
to it ; but I suppose you were in a romantick straii^ 
and designed to have surprised me talking to my^ 
self in a wood, or by the sea. Forgive the dullness 
of my apprehension, and if telling you that I am at 
Linn will not do, I will print it, however ioconve- 
nient it may yet be to me ; for I am not the better 
for the old lady's death, but am put in hopes of being 
easy at Christmas, however, I shdl still continue to 
be Mrs. Smyth, near St. Nicholas's church in the 
town aforesaid ; so much for my affairs. Now as to 
my health, that was much out of order last Sum- 
mer; my distemper was a dropsy or asthma (you 
know what I mean, but I cannot spell it right) or 



• Thus indorsed by the doctor ; Poor Mrs. Lang's last letter, 
written five weeks before she died. 

both. 



DB. SWIFT. ]QQ 

both, lazy distempers, which I was too lazy to 
molest while they would let me sit in quiet ; but 
when they grew so unreasonable as not to let me do 
that, I applied myself to doctor Inglis, by whose 
advice I am now well enough. To give you the 
best account I can of this place^ the ladies will make 
any returns, if one may believe what they say of one 
another ; the men I know little of, for I am here, 
what you have often upbraided me *rith, a prude in 
every thing but censuring my neighbours. A cou- 
ple of divines, two aldermen, and a custom-house 
officer, are all my men acquaintance ; the gay part 
of the town I know nothing of, and although for the 
honour of the place I will suppose there are good 
poets, yet that I never inquired after. I have a shelf 
pretty well filled at home, but want a Miscellany 
Mr. Steele put out last year ; Miss Hessy promised 
it me, but has forgot it : I fancy you have yiterest 
enough with him to get it for me. I wish too at 
your leisure you would make a pedigree for me ; the 
people here want sadly to know what I am ; I pre- 
tend to no more than being of George Smyth's fa- 
mily of Nitly, but do hot talk much of it, for fear 
of betraying myself; so they fancy some mystery to 
be in the matter, and would give their rivals place to 
be satisfied. At first they thought I came hither to 
make my fortune, by catching up some of their 
young fellows ; but having avoided that sort of 
company, I am still a riddle they know not what to 
make of. Many of them seem to love me well 
enough ; for I hear all they say of one another 
without making mischief among them, and give 
them tea and coffee when I have it, which are the 

o 4 greatest 
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greatest charms I can boast of: the fine lady I have 
left to Moll (who I suppose was at the Bath) or any 
other that will take it up ; for I am grown a good 
housewife ; I can pot and pickle, sir, and handle a 
needle very prettily ; see Miss Hessy^s scarf, I think 
that is improving mightily. If Miss Hessy keeps 
company with the eldest Hatton, and is still a poli- 
tician, she is not the girl I took her for ; but to mc 
she seems melancholy. Sure Mr. St. John is not so 
altered but. he will make returns ; but how can I^ 
pretend' to judge of any thing, when my poor cousin 
is taken for an hermaphrodite ; a thing I as little sus- 
pected her for as railing at any body; I know so little 
cause for it, that I must be silent. I hear but little 
of what is done in the world, but should be glad the 
ministry did themselves the justice to distinguish men 
of merit : may I wish you joy of any preferment ? I 
shall do it heartily : but if you have got nothing, 
I am busy to as much purpose as you, although my 
employments are next to picking straws. Oh, but 
you are acquainted with my lord Fitzharding, for 
which I rejoice with you, and am your most obedi- 
ent servant, 

ANNE LONG. 




MR. 
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MR. SHOWER* TO THE LORD HIGH- 
TREASURER OXFORD. 

MT LORD, LONDON, DEC. 20^ l7ll< 

HOUGH there be little reason to expect your 

"l-c:>ardship should interpose in favour of the dissenters, 

^^KT bo have been so shamefully abandoned, sold, and 

^i^^aificcd by their professed friends ; the attempt is 

limowever so glorious, in all its views, tendencies, and 

I>T08pccts, that, if it be not too late, I would most 

i^m:ambly beg your lordship not to be immoveable as 

*c:^ that matter. The fatal consequences of that bill 

<^2^imot be expressed : I dread to think of some of 

Lcm; and shall as much rejoice with many thou- 

ids, if you may be instrumental to prevent it. 

[ay Heaven direct you in this, and all your great 

Fairs for the publick good of your country ! 

I am, my honoured lord, 

your most obedient servant, 

JOHN SHOWER. 

* An eminent dissenting minister. He was bom at Exeter in 
'^57^ and officiated in the Old Jewry. He died June 28, 17 15, 
^*^cr having published a great number of Sermons and other re. 
*^giou8 treatises, which are enumerated in the Life prefixed to his 
' ^ncral Sermon by W. Tong, Sir Bartholomew Shower waa hit 
*^^hcr. 



LORD 
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LORD OXFORD'S ANSWER TO 
MR. SHOWER*. 

BEtEREND 8IR^ DEC. 21 > ]7ll« 

JljlAD not a very painfiil distemper confined me, I 
had desired the favour of seeing you some time since; 
and I should have spoken very plainly to you, as I 
shall whenever I see you. I have long foretold, that 
the dissenters must be saved whether they will oi 
not : they resist even restraining grace ; and would 
almost convince me, that the notion of man's being 
a mechanism is true in everj'^ part. To see meo 
moved as puppets, with rage for their interest, with 
envy acting against their own interest, having mea*s 
persons in admiration : not only thbse of their own 
body, who certainly are the first who pretended to 
consummate wisdom and deep policy, yet havf 
shown that they knew not the common affairs of this 
nation, but ai'e dwellers in thick clay. They arc 
epicureans in act, puritans in profession, politicians 
in conceit, and a prey and laughingstock to the 
deists and synagogue of the hbertines, in whom they 
have trusted, and to whose infallibihty they have 
sold themselves and their congregations. All they 
have done, or can do, shall never make me their 

♦ The answer was written by Dr. Swift, as appears nol onljr 
from his handwriting, but parriculariy from a correction in the 
original draught. It appears also, by the Journal to Stella, that 
another answer had been written by the earl of Oxford ; ** which 
" his friends would not let him send, but was a very good one." 

enemy. 
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enemy. I pity poor deluded creatures, that have 
for seventeen years been acting against all their prin- 
ciples, and the liberty of this nation, without leaving 
fio much salt as to keep the body of them sweet : for 
there has not been one good bill, during that term 
of years, which they have not opposed in the house 
of commons : contrary to the practice of those very 
few dissenters which were in the parliament in king 
Charles the Second's time, who thereby united them- 
selves to the country gentlemen, the advantage of 
which they found for many years after. But now 
they have listed themselves with those, who had first 
denied our Saviour, and now have sold them. 

I have written this only to show you, that I am 
ready to do every thing that is practicable, to save 
people who are bargained for by their leaders, and 
given up by their ministers : I say, their ministers ; 
because it is averred and represented, that the dis« 
senting ministers have been consulted, and are con- 
senting to this bill. By what lies and arts they are 
brought to this, I do not care to mention ; but, as 
to myself, the engineers of this bill thought they 
had obtained a great advantage against me : finding 
I had stopped it in the house of commons, they 
thought to bring me to a fatal dilemma, whether it 
did, or did not pass. This would have no influence 
with me ; for I will act what I think to be right, let 
there be the worst enemies in the world of one side 
or other. I guess, by your letter, that you do not 
know that the bill yesterday passed both houses, the 
lords having agreed to the amendments made by the 
commons ; so that there is no room to do any thing 
upon that head. 

What 
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What remains is, to desire that the dissenters may 
seriously think from whence they are fallen, and do 
their first works — and recover their reputation of 
sobriety, integrity, and love of their country, which 
is the sincere and hearty prayer of. 
Reverend sir, 

your most faithful and 
most humble servant, 

OXFORD. 



DR. SWIET TO DR. STERNE. 

SIR, LONDON, DEC. 29, 1711. 

JL HE reason I have not troubled you this long 
time with my letters, was, because I would not dis- 
turb the quiet you live in, and which the greatest 
and wisest men here would envy, if they knew ; and 
which it is one part of your happiness that they do 
not. I have often sent the archbishop political letters, 
of which I suppose you have had part\ I have some 
weeks ago received a letter from his grace, which I 
design to acknowledge in a short time (as I desire you 
will please to tell him) when things here come to 
some issue ; and so we expect they will do in a little 
time. You know what an unexpected thing fell out 
the first day of this session in the house of lords, by 
the caprice, discontent, or some worse motive of the 
earl of Nottingham. 

In above twenty years, that I have known some* 
tiling of courts, I never observed so many odd, dark, 

unaccountable 
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unaccountable circumstances in any publick affair. 
A majority against the court, carried by five or six 
depending lords, who owed the best part of their 
bread to pensions from the court, and who were told 
by the publick enemy, that what they did would be 
pleasing to the queen, though it was openly levelled 
against the first minister's head : again, those, whose 
pursestrings and heartstrings were the same, all on a 
sudden scattering their money to bribe votes : a lord*, 
who had been so far always a tory, as often to be 
thought in the pretender's interest, giving his vote 
for the ruin of all his old friends, caressed by those 
whigs, who hated and abhorred him ; the whigs all 
chiming in with a bill against occasional conformity ; 
and the very dissenting ministers agreeing to it, for 
reasons that no body alive can tell ; a resolution of 
breaking the treaty of peace, without any possible 
scheme for continuing the war : and all this owing to 
a doubtfulness, or inconstancy in one certain quarter, 
which, at this distance, I dare not describe. Neither 
do I find any one person, though deepest in affairs, 
who can tell what steps to take. On January the 
second, the house of lords is to meet, and, it is 
expected, they will go on in their votes and addresses 
against a peace. 

On the other side, we are endeavouring to get a 
majority, and have called up two earls sons to the 
house of peers ; and I thought six more would have 
been called, and perhaps they may before Wednes- 
day. We expect the duke of Somerset and lord 
Cholmondeley will lose their places ; but it is not yet 
done, and we wish for one more change at court, 

♦ Earl of Nottingham. 

which 
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which you must guess. To know upon what small 
circumstances, and by what degrees, this change has 
been brought about, would require a great deal more 
than I can, or dare write. 

There is not one, which I did not give warning of 
to those chiefly concerned, many months ago ; and 
so did some others, for they were visible enough. 
This must infallibly end either in an entire change of 
measures and ministry, or in a firm establishment o( 
our side. Delay, and tenderness to an inveterate 
party, have been very instrumental to this ill state of 
affairs. They tell me you in Ireland are furious 
against a peace ; and it is a great jest to see people 
in Ireland furious for or against any thing. 

I hope to see you in spring, when travelling wea- 
ther comes on. But I have a mind to see the issue 
of this session. I reckon your hands are now out of 
mortar, and that your garden is finished : and I sup- 
pose you have now one or two fifty pounds ready for 
books, which I will lay out for you, if you vrill give 
me directions. 

I have increased my own little library very con- 
siderably ; I mean, as far as one fifty pounds, which 
is very considerable for me. I have just had a letter 
from the St. Mary ladies, (^c*. I thought they 
were both dead ; but I find they sometimes drink 
your claret still, and win your money. I am sir, 
your most obedient humble servant. 

You know who. 

P. S. I had sealed my letter, but have broke it open, 
to tell you, and all that love the chiu-ch and 

• Mm. Johnson and Mrs. Dinglcy. 

crown. 
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crown, that all things are now well. The queen 
has turned out the duke of Somerset, and has 
created twelve new lords, of which three are peers 
eldest sons, the rest new created ; so that a ma- 
jority is past dispute. We are all in the greatest 
joy imaginable to find her majesty declare herself 
so seasonably. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 



MY LORD, lONDON, JAN. 8, 1711-12. 

JL CANNOT in conscience take up your grace's 
time with an empty letter ; and it is not every day 
one can furnish what will be worth your reading. I 
had all your grace's packets ; and I humbly thank 
your grace for your good instructions to me, which, I 
shall observe as soon as ever it shall please God to 
put me into a way of life where I can have leisure for 
such speculations. 

In above twenty years that I have known some- 
thing of courts and ministers, I never saw so strange 
and odd a complicated disposition of affairs as what 
we have had for six weeks past. The facts your 
grace may have met with in every common news- 
paper ; but the springs of them are hardly discover- 
able even by those who had most opportunity of 
observing. Neither do I find those who should 
know best, agree upon the matter. There is a per- 
petual trial of skill between those who are Qut and 
those who are in ; and the former are generally more 
6 industrious 
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industrious at watching opportunities. Last Septem- 
ber, at Windsor, the duke of Somesct*, who had not 
been at cabinet council for many months, was ad- 
vised by his friends of the late ministry to appear 
there, but the rest refused to sit with him ; and the 
council was put off* until next day, when the duke 
went to a horserace. This was declaring open war ; 
and ever since both he and his duchess (who is in 
great favour) have been using all sorts of means to 
break the present ministry. Mrs. Masham was ab- 
sent two months from Windsor, with lying in at Ken- 
sington, and my lord treasurer six weeks by^ indis- 
position. Some time before the session, the duke 
abovementioned went to all those lords, who, by the 
narrowness of their fortunes, have depended on the 
court, and engaged them to vote against the ministry, 
by assuring them it was the queen's pleasure. He is 
said to have added other powerful motives. Bodi- 
mar's-f- memorial was published just at that juncture, 
as Hoffman the emperor's resident had some time be- 
fore printed the French king's propositions. It is 
confidently affirmed, by those who should know, 
that money was plentifully scattered. By these and 
some other accidents, the vote was carried against 
the ministry ; and every body of either party under- 
stood the thing as intended directly against my lord 
treasurer's head. The house of lords made a very 
short adjournment, and were preparing some reso- 
lutions and addresses of the most dangerous import- 
ance. We had a very melancholy Christmas, and 

♦ This happened August 12, 171 1. See Journal to Stella, 
August 15. 

+ Baron Bothmar, envoy extraordinary from the elector of Ha- 
cover, afterward king George !• 

the 
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the most fearless persons were shaken : for our great 
danger lay where I cannot tell your grace at this 
distance. The thing wished for was, the removal of 
the Somerset family ; but thit could not be done, 
nor yet is. After some time, the queen declared 
herself as you have heard, and twelve new lords were . 
created. 

My lord Nottingham's game in this affair has been 
most talked of, and several hard things said of him 
are affirmed to be true. The dissenting ministers in 
this town were consulted about the occasional bill^ 
and agreed to it, for what reasons I cannot learn ; 
that which is offered not satisfjring me, that they 
were aftaid of worse. I believe they expected an 
entire change of ministry and measures, and a new 
parliament, by which it might be repealed, and have 
instead some law to their advantage. The duke of 
Marlborough's removal* has passed very silently; 
the particular reasons for it I must tell your grace 
some other time : but how it will pass abroad I can- 
not answer. People on both sides conclude from it, 
that the peace is certain ; but the conclusion is ill 
drawn : the thing would have been done, although 
we had been sure of continuing the war. We are 
terribly afraid of prince Eugene's coming, and there- 
fore it was put off until the resolutions were taken. 
Before he came out of his yacht, he asked how many 
lords were made ? He was a quarter of an hour with 
the queen, on Sunday about seven at night. The 
great men resolve to entertain him in their turns ; 
and we suppose it will all end in a journey of plea- 
sure. We are so confidently told of the duke of 

♦ Dec. 30, 171 1. Sec Journal to Stella, Jan, i, 171 1. 

Vol. XI. P \ Somerset's 
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Somerset's being out, that I writ so to the dean of 
St. Patrick*s. A man of quality told me, he had it 
from my lord keeper, whom I asked next day, and 
found it a mistake ; but it is impossible to fence 
against all lies ; however, it is still expected that the 
duke will be out, and that many other removes will 
be made. Lord Ranelagh * died on Sunday mora« 
ing : he was very poor and needy, and could hardly 
support himself for want of a pension, which used to 
be paid him, and which his friends solicited as a 
thing of perfect charity. He died hard, as the term 
of art is here, to express the woful state of men who 
discover no religion at their death. 

The town talk is that the duke of Ormond will go 
no more to Ireland, but be succeeded by the duke 
of Shrewsbury, who is a very great and excellent 
person ; and I will hold a wager that your grace will 
be an admirer of his duchess : if they go, I will cer- 
tainly order her. to make all advances to you : but 
this is only a general report, of which they know 
nothing at court, although I think it not altogether 
improbable. 

We have yet heard nothing of my lord privy seal. 
Buys, the Dutch envoy, went to Holland, I think, 
at the same time. Buys is a great pretender to poli- 
ticks, and always leaves the company with great 

• Richard Jones, baron Jones of Navan, and viscount Ranelagfa, 
created earl of Ranelagh, Dec. ii, 1677. Ke was vice trcaswcr 
of Ireland, constable of Athlone, several years paymaster of the 
army, and a lord of the privy council. Dying, Jan* 3, 17 11, 
without surviving male issue, the title of earl became extinct; hot 
those of viscount and baron reverted to the isaie of a second son of 
sir Roger Jones, the first viscount. See a letter of lady Catharine 
Jones, his daughter, June xi, 1729; andapother» June 15, 1731* 

expressions 
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ttptessioris of satisfaction that he has convinced 
them all ; he took much pains to persuade me out of 
some opinions; and, although all he said did but fix 
me deeper, he told the ministry how successful he 
had beeUk I have got poor Dr. King *, who was 
some time in Ireland, to be Gazetteer, which will be 
worth 2501. per annum to him, if he be diligent and 
sober, for which I am engaged* I mention this, be- 
cause I think he was under yout grace's protection 
when he was in Ireland* 

By what I gather from Mr. Southwell, I believe 
your grace stands very well with the duke of Or- 
mond ; and it is one great addition to my esteem 
for Mr. Southwell, that he is entirely your grace's 
friend and humble servant, delighting to do yOu 
justice upon all occasions. 

I am, with the greatest respect, 
your grace's most dutifid 
and most humble servant, 



DR. SACHEVERELL TO DR. SWIFT. 

REVER5ND SIR, SQUTHWARK, JAN. 3i, 1711-12. 

OINCE you have been pleased to undertake the 
generous office of soliciting my good lord treasurers 
favour in my behalf, I should be very ungrateful, if 

* Dr. William King of the commons; whose Miscellaneous 
Writingt in vene 9nd prose, were collected in three volumes small 
8to. 1776, with Biographical Memoirs, by Mr. Nichols. 

P 2 I did 
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I did not return you my most hearty thanks for it, 
and my humblest acknowledgments to his lordship 
for the success it has met with. 

I received last Monday a message by my pupil 
Mr. Lloyd, (representative of Shropshire,) from Mr. 
Harley, by his lordship's order, to inquire what my 
brother was qualified for. I told him, having failed 
in his trade, he had been out of business for some 
years, during which time I had entirely maintained 
him and his family: that his education had not 
qualified him for any considerable or nice post : but 
that, if his lordship thought him an object of hia 
favour, I entirely submitted him to his disposal, and 
should be very thankful to his goodness to ease 
me of part of' that heavy burden of my family, that 
required more than my poor circumstances could 
allow of. 

I am informed also, that I am very much indebted 
to my great countryman, Mr. secretary St. John, for 
his generous recommendation of this matter to his 
lordship. I should be proud of an opportunity of 
expressing my gratitude to that eminent patriot, for 
whom no one, that wishes the welfare or honour 
of his church or country, can have too great a 
veneration. 

But for yourself, (good doctor !) who was the first 
spring to move it, I can never sufficiently acknow- 
ledge the obligation. I should be glad, if you wil> 
command me, in any time or place to do it, which 
will be a farther favour conferred on. 
Reverend sir, 

your most faithful servant, 

H. SACHEVERELL 

P.S. laro 
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P.S. I am told there is a place in the custom- 
house void, called the searchers ; which, if pro- 
per to ask, I would not presume ; but rather leave 
it to his lordship's disposal. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LORD, LONDON, MARCH ^Q, 1712. 

1 CANNOT ask pardon for not sooner acknowledg- 
ing your grace's letter, because that would look as if 
1 thought mine were of consequence. Either I grow 
weary of politicks, or am out of the way of them, 
or there is less stirring than usual ; and indeed we 
are all in suspense at present ; but I am told that in 
ten or twelve days time, we shall know what the 
issue will be at Utrecht. I can only tell your grace, 
that there are some unlucky circumstances, not pro- 
per to be trusted to a letter, which have hitherto re- 
tarded this great work; Mihi hidibria rerum mortalium 
cunctis in negotiis ohversantur. Mean-time, we are 
with great difficulty raising funds upon which to 
borrow five millions. One of those funds is a tax 
upon paper, and I think 30 per cent upon imported 
, books ; and of such a nature as I coidd not yester- 
day forbear saying to my lord treasurer and the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, that instead of preventing 
small papers and libels, it will leave nothing else for 
the press. I have not talked to the duke of Argyle 
upon the affairs of Spain, since his return; but am 

p 3 told 
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told he affirms it impossible for us to carry on the 
ivar there by our former methods. The duke of 
Ormond is expected to go in two or three days for 
Flanders. And what I writ to your grace some 
months ago of the duke of Shrewsbury succeeding 
to govern Ireland, will, I suppose, be soon declared. 
I Was the other day to see the duchess^ and reported 
your grace's compliments, which she took very well ; 
and I told her I was resolved your grace and she 
should be very good acquaintance. I believe the 
spirit of your houghers is got into our mohawks^ 
who are still very troublesome, and every night cut 
somebody or other over the face ; and comaiit a 
hundred insolent barbarities. 

There was never the least design of any impeach- 
ment against the duke of Marlborough ; and it was 
his own great weakness, or the folly of his friends^ 
that the thing went so far as it did. 

I know not whether it is that people have talked 
themselves hoarse, but for some weeks past we have 
heard less of the pretender than formerly. I sup- 
pose it is, like a fashion, got into Ireland, when k 
is out here : but, in my conscience, I do not think 
any one person in the court or ministry here designs 
any more to bring in the pretender, than the Grestf 
Turk. I hope Mr. Harley, who is now on bis 
journey to Hanover, will give that court a truer opi- 
nion of persons and things than they have hitherto 
conceived. And, if your grace knew the instrument, 
through which these false opinions have been in- 
fused, you would allow it another instance of the 
Ltcdibriiim rerum mortalium. And your grace can- 
not but: agree, that it is something singular for the 

prince 
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prince* in* possession to make perpetual' advances-, - 
and the presumptive heir to be standing off and sus- 
picious. 

f know not whether your grace has considered the 
position that my lord treasurer is visibly in. The 
late ministry, and their adherents, confess themselves 
fully resolved to have his head, whenever it is in 
their power ; and were prepared, upon the beginning 
of the sessions, when the vote was carried against any 
peace without Spain, to move that he should be sent 
to the tower * : at the same time, his friends, and 
the tories in general, are discontented at his slowness 
in the changing of commissions and employments, 
to which the weakness of the court interest in the 
house of lords is wholly imputed : neither do I find 
that those in the greatest stations, or most in the con- 
fidence of my lord treasurer, are able to account for 
this proceeding, or seem satisfied with it. I have 
endeavoured to solve this difficulty another way ; and 
I fancy I am in the righr, fi-om words I have heard 
let fall : but, whatever be the cause, the conse- 
quences may be dangerous. 

The queen is in very good health, but- does not 
use so much exercise as she ought. Pray God pre* 
serve her many years ! 

A projector has lately applied to me to recommend 
him to the ministry about an invention for finding 
out the longitude. He has given in a petition to the 
queen by Mr. secretary St. John. I understand no- 
thing of the mathematicks; but am told it is a thing 
as improbable as the philosopher's stone, or perpetual 
motion. 

• It is not easy to conceive upon what grounds ; as nothing 
could then have been proved. 

p 4 I lately 
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I lately writ a letter of about thirty pages to lord 
treasurer, by way of proposal for an academy, to 
correct, enlarge, and ascertain the English language • 
And he and I have named above twenty persons of 
both parties to be members. I will shortly print th^ 
letter^ and I hope something will come of it- Yoti^^ 
grace sees I am a projector too, 

I am, with great respect, 
my lord, 
your grace* s aiost dutiful 
and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING, 



MY LORDj 



I^ONDONj MAY ^O^ 17 1 



-h 



W HEN I had the honour of your gracc*s letter 
March 27 J I was lying ill of a cruel disorder, whii 
still pursues me, although not with so much vi^^i^^^-^a 
lence; and I hope your grace will pardon mc, if yc^ ^M 
find my letter to be that of one who writes in pai^"^ 
You see, my lord, how things are altered* The tal ^^ 
of a new governor for Ireland is dropped- The sccr^" --^L 
is, that the duke of Ormond had a promise of a per* ^ ^P 
sion in case he lost his government; but my lor^^-"^ 
treasurer is so excessively thrifty, that to save charges ^^* 
he lets the duke keep it ; and besides, there are sonn^^^ 
other circumstances, not proper for a letter, whicl 
have great weight in this matter- I count upon i^i 
that whatever governor goes over under this minisiryi 
a new parliament will be called. Yet I was told tha 

6 the 
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file duke of Shrewsbury was pitched on, as a sort of 
medium between^ &^, He is a person of admirable 
qualities i and if he were somewhat more active^ and 
less riraorous in business, no man would be thought 
comparable ro him. 

The moderate of the other party seem now con- 
retit to have a peace, and all our talk and expecta- 
tions are full of it : but I protest to your grace I 
' Jtnow not what to write upon this subject, neither 
could I tell what to say if I had the honour to be 
with you. Upon lord Strafford's * coming over, the 
stocks are fallen, although I expected, and I thought 
'with reason, that they would rise. There is a trade 
between some here and some in Holland, of secrets 
mnd lies ; and there are some among us whose post* 
let them into an imperfect knowledge of things, 
x^'hich they cannot conceal. This mixture makes up 
^he town talk, governs the price of stocks, and has 
c^ften a great deal of truth in it : besides, publick 
3.ftairs have often so many sudden turns and incidents, 
^hat even those behind the curtain can hardly pro- 
a^ounce for a week. I am sensible that I have often 
deceived your grace witli my wise mnendms. Yet, I 
''v-crily think that my intelligence was very right at 
cJie moment I sent it. If I had writ to your gmce 
«ix days ago, 1 would have ventured to have given 
you hopes that a peace would soon appear, and upon 
cronditions wholly surprising and unexpected. I say 
^kis to you wholly in confidence ; and I know no- 
%litag yet to change my opinion, except the despond- 
&sBg talk of the town, for I see ndlhing yet in the 
*^ciuntenances of the ministers. It seems generally 

^ HU lonkhip was one of die plenipotentiarks at the treity of 

agreed 
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agreed that the present dauphin cannot Hve, and 
upon that depend many measures to be taken. 
This afternoon the bill for appointing commiflioners 
to inquire into the grants, &r. was throwa out of 
the house of lords, the voices being equal, which is 
a great disappointment to the court, and matter of 
triumph to the other party. But it may possibly be 
of the worst consequence to the grants next sessicm, 
when it is probable the ministry will be better set- 
tled, and able to procure a majority. I am, with 
great respect, my lord. 

Your grace's most dutiful 
and mo3t humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



TO MRS. HILL. 

MADAM, JULY, 1712. 

JL WAS commanded some days ago to do what I 
had long a mind to, but avoided because I would 
not offend your prudence, or strain yeur eyes. But 
my lord Masham assures me there is no danger of 
either ; and that you have courage enough to read a 
letter, though it comes from a man, provided it be 
one of no consequence, which his lordship would 
insinuate to be my case ; but, I hope, you will not 
affront me so highly as tp understand it so. There 
is not a grain of nqws in this town, or five miles 
about it, worth sending you ; and what we receive 
from Windsor is full as insignificant, except the ac- 
counts of the queen's health, and your house- 
keeping. 
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keeping, Wc are assured that you keep a constant 
table* and that your guests leave you with full sto* 
macbs and full pockets ; that Dr. Arbuthnot some- 
times leaves his beloved green clothj to come and 
receive your chidings, and pick up your money. 
Wc intend shortly to represent your case to my lord 
treasurer, as what deserves commiseration : but we 
hope the matter is already settled between his lord- 
ship and you, and that you are instructed to be thus 
magnificent^ in order to carry on the cause. Wc 
reckon his lordship's life is now secure, since a com- 
btnalion of bandboxes and inkhorns, the engines of 
late times, were employed in vain to destroy him. 
He will do me the justice to tell you, that I never 
Csiil of toasting you under the name of the governess 
of Dunkirkj and that you have the honour to be 
very particularly in my good graces. My lady 
^asham still continues in a doubtftil state of neither 
tip nor down ; and one of her servants told mine, 
•* that they did not expect she would cry out this 
** fortnight/' I saw yesterday our brother Hill *, 
who promises to be more thrifty of his health, and 
seems to have a pretty good stock of it, I hope you 
receive no visits from the headach and the spleen : 
and one who knows your constitution very well, ad* 
vises you J by all means* against sitting in the dusk 
at your window, or on the ground, leaning on your 
band, or at seesaw in your chair. 

I am. 

Madam, &c. 

• An ddcr broihci of the gcnemL He waspkcrd in the custom* 
I hy t^ duke of Marlborough, and got promotion theic« 
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TO GENERAL HILL. 



StB^ 



WINDSOR CASTLE, AUG* 12, 1712, 



YV ITH great difficulty, I recovered your pretientB 
of the finest box in France out of the band^ of" 
Mrs. Hill ; she allowed her own to be the pretuest, 
but then mine wsis the handsomest ; and in short, 
she would part with neither* I pleaded my brotha*- i 
hood, and got my lord and lady Masham to inter- 
cede ; and at last, she threw it me with a hea%^ 
sigh : but now it is in tny possession, I wish you had 
sent a paper of directions how t shall keep it« Yoli 
that sit at your ease, and have nothing to do but 
keep Dunkirk, never consider the difficulties ycm 
have brought upon me: twenty ladies have threateiied 
to seize or surprise my box; and wlmt arc twenty 
thousand French or Dutch in comparison of those ; 
Mrs, Hill says, it was a verj'^ idle thing in yoa to 
send such a present to a man who can neither puojsfa 
nor reward you, since Grub street i$ no more s fiir 
the parliament has killed all the Muses of Grub 
street, who yet^ in their last moments, cried out 
nothing but Dunkirk. My lord treasurer, who is 
the most malicious person in the world, says, you 
ordered a goose to be drawn at the bottom of 
my box, as a reflection upon the clergy i and that 
I ought to resent it. But I am not angry at all, and 
his lordship observes by halves : for the goose is 
there drawn pecking at a snail, just as I do at him, | 
to make him mend his pace in relation to the pub- 
lick, although it be hitherto in vain, ^d betides, 

Dr. 
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Dr. Arbuthnot, who is a scholar, says, " you meant 
** it as a compliment for us both : that I am the 
*' goose who saved the Capitol by my cackling ; and 
" that his lordship is represented by the snail, be- 
** cause he preserves his country by delays." But 
my lord Masham is not to be endured : he observed, 
that in the picture of the inside, which represents a 
great company dancing, there stands a fool with a 
cap and bells ; and he would needs understand that 
figure as applied to me. And the worst of it was, 
that I happened last night to be at my lady duchess 
of Shrewsbury's ball : where, looking a little singu- 
lar among so many fine ladiei and gentlemen, bis 
lordship came and whispered me to look at my box ; 
which I resented sq highly, that I went away in a 
rage, without staying for supper. However, consi- 
dering of it better, after a night's sleep, I find all 
this is nothing but envy, and a design to make a 
quarrel between you and me : but it shall not do so ; 
for I hope your intentions were good, however ma- 
lice may misrepresent them. And though I a,m used 
ill by all the family, who win my money and laugh 
at me ; yet, to vex them more, I will forgive them 
for your sake ; and as soon as I can break loose, will 
come to Dunkirk for a fortnight, to get a little ease 
firom my many persecutions, by the Harleys, the 
Mashams, and the Hills : only I intend to change 
my habit, for fear colonel Killigrew should mistake 
me for a chimneysweeper. In the mean time, I wish 
you all success in your government, loyal French 
subjects, virtuous ladies, little champaign, and much 
health : and am, with the truest respect and esteem, 
Your most obedient 

humble servant and brother. 

LORD 
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LORD BOLINGBBOKE TO MR, PRIOR. 

SEPTEMBER 10, 1712. 

1 WAS equally surprised and vexed to find, that, 
by the uncouth way of explaining the queen's sense, 
you had been led to imagine, that it was intended 
my lord Lexington should make any difficulty of 
seeing and complimenting the king of Spain as such. 
We spent above three hours in penning minutes 
yesterday upon this head, which was long ago ad- 
justed. I suppose the instructions will be at last 
clear ; but my lord Lexington having been present 
at the debate, his understanding of the matter will 
make amends for any dark ambiguous article which 
may be in them. 

Dartmouth is to communicate the queen's orders 
herein to you, that so you may be able to satisfy the 
French ministers, and they to prepare the Spanisb 
ministers. However, I will venture to tell you in a 
few words what I understand is to be the measure of 
lord Lexington's conduct. As soon as he arrives at 
Madrid, he will notify his arrival to the secretary of 
state. He will, when he sees this minister, let him 
know, ^< That the queen has sent him thither to 
*' compliment the king in her name ; to be a witness 
*' of the several renunciadons, and other acts re- 
^^ quisite to complete the execution of the article 
^' agreed upon as necessary to prevent the union of 
" the two monarchies: That, after this, he is to pro- 
^' ceed to settle such matters of commerce, and 
*^ other affairs, as are for the mutual interest of both 

^^ nations. 
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*^ nations, and to take the character of ambassador 
" upon him." My lord will at the same time pro- 
duce his credentials, and give the secretary a copy 
of them if he desires it. In this conference, he will 
farther take notice of the several cessions made by 
the king of France, in behalf of his grandson, to 
the queen ; and will speak of them as points which 
he looks upon to be concluded. He will likewise 
give a memorial of them in writing, signed by him- 
self, to the secretary ; and expect from him an assent 
in the king's name, in wriring also, and signed by 
the secretary. This seems natural, civil, and unex- 
ceptionable; but any other scheme is absurd, and 
inconsistent with all the rest of our proceedings. 

For God's sake, dear Matt, hide the nakedness of 
thy country; and give the best turn thy ferrile brain 
will furnish thee with, to the blunders of thy country- 
men, who are not much better politicians than the 
French are poets. 

I have writ in great haste a prodigious long letter 
to monsieur de Torcy, which, I believe, he will show 
you ; but, for fear he should not, I enclose in this 
an extract of part of it, which relates to a mattef 
that has given lord treasurer and your humble ser- 
vant no small trouble in the cabinet. The copy of 
the plenipotentiaries dispatch of the 2d of Septem- 
ber, which I likewise send, will show you how a dis- 
pute, now on foot at Utrecht, began ; you will ob- 
serve, their lordships are very warm in it ; and I can 
assure you, we have those who are not a jot cooler. 

The solution of this difficulty must come from 

you ; it is matter of management and appearance,* 

more than of substance ; and the court of France 

must be less, politick than I think them at any time, 

4 and 
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and more unreasonable than I think them at this 
time, not to come into a temperament upon a matter 
unnecessarily siartcd. You must begin by making 
monsieur de Torcy not only to understand, but own 
he understands, the proposition which I am sure he 
remembers I more than once repeated to himf when 
I was in Prance, upon various occasions^ and which 
I have again stated as clearly as I am able. The 
queen can never do any thing, which shall look like 
a direct restraint on her allies from demanding what 
they judge necessary ; but, as long as they act the 
part which they now do, she can very justly be 
passive and neuter as to their interests : and i( her 
peace be made before theirs, which she will not de- 
lay for them, she can with the same justice leave 
them to make their own bargain • This is advantage 
enough for France ; and such a one, fairly speaking, 
as a year ago they m^ould have given more than Tour- 
nay to have been sure of: they must not therefore 
press us to go farther than tliis ; nor do any thing 
which may seem contradictory to what the qucco 
delivered from the throne. That speech they hare 
always owned as the plan they submitted to ; and it 
varies but little from that brought hither by Gualeter. 
In a word, the use which the French will make of' 
the unaccountable obstmacy of the Dutch, and other 
allies, may, in several respects, and particularly for 
aught I know in this instance of Tournay, give them 
an opportunity of saving and gaining moft ihiii 
they could have hoped for ; and the queen may in 
the present circumstances contribute passively to 
this end, but actively she never can in any drcttm* 
itances. 
I think in my own opinion, and I believe speak 

the 
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the queen's upon this occasion, that it were better 
the French should in the course of the treaty de- 
clare, " That, whatever they intended to have given 
" the Dutch when the queen spoke from the throne, 
" their conduct has been such, and the situation of 
" affairs so altered, that the king is resolved to have 
" Toumay restored to him." I say, I believe this 
were better, than to expect that we should consent 
to an exposition of the queen's words, by which her 
majesty would yield the town up. 

Let the conferences begin as soon ns they can, I 
dare say, business will not be very speedily dis- 
patched in them ; in the mean time we shall go on 
to ripen every thing for a conclusion between us and 
Sayoy, and France, and Spain ; and this is the true 
point of view, which the French ought to have be- 
fore their eyes. 

You will be very shortly particularly and fully 
instructed to settle the article of North America, 
and those points of commerce still undetermined : 
that done, the ministers may sign at Utrecht, as 
soon as they can hear from lord Lexington. 

My lord Dartmouth writes to you concerning a 
clamour which our merchants have raised, as if, 
under pretence of not carrying to Lisbon or Bar- 
celona des provisions de guerre ou de bouche^ they 
shall be debarred from their usual traffick of corn 
and fish, which at those places there are great de- 
mands for, in time of peace as wdl as war, and 
without any consideration of the armies. The dif- 
ficulty as to Lisbon seems to be removed, by the 
Portugueze submitting- to come into the suspension 
of arms ; and he proposes to you an expedient as to 
Barcelona : but in truth that war must be ended of 

Vol. XL Q course 
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course now, since the queen supports it no longer, 
and the Dutch are recalHng their fleet from the 
Straits. The duke of Argyll is going immediately 
notv away ; and the moment he comes to Minorca, 
he draws to him every thing belonging to the queen 
out of Catalonia ; the imperial troops must in my 
opinion that moment submit, and compound for 
transportation : and when the war is at an end, I 
think, there can be no pretence of quarrelling with us 
for carrying our goods to the people of the country. 

It is now three o'clock in the morning ; I have 
been hard at work all day, and am not yet enough 
recovered to bear much fatigue : excuse therefore 
the confusedness of this scroll, which is only from 
Harry to Matt, and not from the secretary to the 
minister. 

Your credentials of minister plenipotentiary will be 
sent you, together with your full powers, by the 
next boat : and before duke Hamilton goes, I will 
move to have you removed to Utrecht; which there 
will be a natural handle for, as soon as you shall 
settle the points of commerce, and, in doing that, 
have given the last stroke to the finishing the treaty 
v/ith France. 

Make my compliments to madam Teriol ; and let 
her know that I have, I hope, put her affair into a 
way of being finished to her satisfaction. I have 
spoke very earnestly to MafFei, and have used the 
proper arguments to him. 

Adieu ! my pen is ready to drop out of my hand. 
Believe that no man loves you better, or is more 
faithfullv yours, &V. 

BOLIXGBROKE. 

P. S. I had 



DR. SWIPT. 227 

P. S. I had almost forgot to tell you, that the queen 
is pleased to discharge the mareschal Tallard's 
parole; which you may assure him, with my com- 
pliments, of; and give any signification necessary 
in form. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 



My lord, KENSINGTON, SEPT. 30, 1712. 

X HAVE two or three times begun letters to your 
grace, and have torn what I writ, hoping I might 
send you something decisive about the peace. But 
all still continues to lie very loose, and I continue 
to be very desponding, although the people in affairs 
laugh at me for it. I have one plain maxim in deal- 
ing with those, who have more cunning, and less 
honesty than myself, which is, what we call keeping 
the staff in my own hand, and contriving that they 
sliall trust me rather than I them. A man may rea- 
son until he is weary upon this proceeding of the 
Dutch. The soldiers tell me that the duke of Or- 
mond could not possibly take possession of Dunkirk, 
since the foreign troops have refused to march, and 
that the states will not suffer us to go through their 
towns. But I had a whisper from one who should 
know best, that Dunkirk might now have been ours, 
if right methods had been taken. And another great 
man said to a friend of mine, above a fortnight ago, 
that the least wrong step on that side the water might 
have very ill consequences at this juncture. Mean- 

a 2 time, 
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If things continue as they are another session, per^ 
haps your grace may sec the bill of resumbg the 
grants carried on with a great deal more rigour thao 
it lately was. It was only desired that the grantees 
sliould pay six years purchase, and settle the rc- 
Inainder on them by act of parliament, and those 
grants are now worse fhan other lands by more years 
purchase than six ; so that, in effect, they would 
have lost nothing. I am, with the greatest respect. 
Your grace's most dutiful 
and most humble ser\'ant, 

J.SWIFT, 



COUNTESS OF ORKNEY AND MRS, 
RAMSAY TO DR. SWIFT. 

Indorsed * 1715> I sujipfm* 

JL H AVE had great satisfaction in the favour of your 
letter, though disappointed, since not occasioned by 
yourself. When one is too quick, misjudging com- 
monly follows. At first I feared Mr. Collier was 
taken with a fit of an apoplexy; the next line I read, 
I wished he had one. If I did not apprehend, by 
your knowing me but a little, that I might grow 
troublesome where I distinguished, you should not 
want any conveniency to bring you hither to Mrs. 
Ramsay and me, who are both, without compliment, 
truly mortified, intending ever to be, sir. 

Your sincere humble servants, 
Clifden, Monday. E. ORKNEY. 

ELIZ. RAMSAY., 
Wess 
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We design to be at Windsor on Wednesday, where 
I hope you will meet me in the drawingroom, to 
tell me when you can dine with us. 



FROM THE SAME. 

Monday Morning, Indorsed * 1712, ^ I believe,* 

L AM sure you are very ill natured (I would not 
have been so cross to you) to have known Mr. Lewis 
and me so long, and not have made us acquainted 
sooner, when you know too that I have been in 
search of a reasonable conversation. I have no way 
to excuse you but doubting his to be so agreeable at 
a second meeting, which I desire you will make 
when it is most convenient to both. It is not from 
custom I say I am extremely, 

SIR, 

Your humble servtot, 

E. ORKNEY. 

When you read this, I fancy you will think, what 
does she write to me ? I hate a letter as much as 
my lord treasurer does a petition. 

♦ Probably in September. See Journal to Stella, Sept. i8, 
1712. 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LORD, LONDON, OCT. 21, 1712. 

iSlNCE I had the honour of your grace's letter of 
July 29, which found me at Windsor, I have been 
extremely out of order with a giddiness in my head, 
which pursued me until very lately ; but, by an 
uneasy course of physick, I hope I have in scmie scMt 
overcome it. 

We are now in very near expectation of a peace ; 
and your grace, I hope, will believe it as good a 
one as the circumstances of things would allow. I 
confess I agree with your grace, that the great dif- 
ficulty was about the danger of France and Spain 
being united under one king. To my knowledge, 
all possible means have been taken to secure that 
matter ; and yet, after all, the weakest side will be 
there. Renunciations by France have very justly so 
little credit, that I do not wonder so little w^eight is 
laid on them. But Spain, we are sure, will, for their 
own sakes, enter into all securities to prevent that 
union; and all the allies must be guarantees. If you 
still object that some danger still remains, what is to 
be done ? Your grace is altogether mis'mformed, if 
you think that this is at all the difficulty which so 
long made the Dutch untractable. It was nothing 
less : neither have they once mentioned, during all 
the negotiation at Utrecht, one syllable of getting 
Spain out of the Bourbon family, or into that of 
Austria, as the chief men have assured me not three 
days ago. Buys offered last winter to case us im- 
mediately 
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mdiateiy of the trouble we were in by lord Not- 
tingham's vote, if we would consent to let them share 
with us in the advantages we had stipulated with 
Fmocc ; which advantages, however, did by no 
^tncans clash with Holland, and were only conditional, 
peace should ensue. But, my lord, we know 
farther, that the Dutch made offers to treat with 
Prance, before we received any from thence ; and 
'Were reflised, upon the ill uaagc they gave Mn 
^Torcy at the Hague^ and the abbe de Poligoac 
fterward at Gcrtruydenberg : and we know that 
Torcy uould have been forced to apply to them 
in, ifj after several refusals^ we had not hearkened 
their overtures* What I tell your grace is in- 
llibly true; and care shall be taken very soon to 
$atis<y the world in this, and many other particulars 
at ]arge, which ought to be known : for, the king- 
dom IS very much in the dark^ after all the pains 
, Jiitherto taken to infomi it. Your grace's conjectures 
very right, that a general peace would not be for 
<mr interest, if we had made ours with France. 
And I remember a cenain' great man used to suy 
two months ago, ** Fight on, fight on, my merry 
** men alL** I believe likewisCj that such a peace 
would have happened, if the Dutch had not lately 
been more compliant; upon which our ministers told 
those of France, that since the States were disposed 
to submit to the queen, her majesty must enter into 
their interests; and I believe they have as good 
conditions as we ever intended they should. Tour- 
nay, I hope^ will be yielded to them : and Lisle 
f"we never designed they should have. The emperor 
I ifc'ill be used as he deserves ; and having paid nothing 

for 
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for the war, shall get nothing by the peace. We 
are most concerned (next to our regard to Holland) 
for Savoy*, and France for Bavaria •f'. I believe 
we shall make them both kings, by the help of 
Sardinia and Sicily. But I know not how plans may 
a;lter every day. The queen's whole design, as your 
grace conjectures, is to act the part of a mediator; 
and our advantages, too many to insert here, must 
be owned very great. 

As for an academy to correct and settle our 
language, lord treasurer talked of it often very 
warmly; but I doubt, is yet too busy until the 
peace be over. He goes down to Windsor on 
Friday, to be chosen of the garter, with five more 
lords. 

I know nothing of promises of any thing in- 
tended for myself; but^ I thank God, I am not 
very warm in my expectations, and know courts 
too well to be surprised at disappointments ; which, 
however, I shall have no great reason to fear, if I 
gave my thoughts any trouble that way, which, 
without affectation, I 9o not; although I cannot 
expect to be believed when I say so. 

1 am, ^c. 

* Victor Amadeus, duke of Savoy» was made king of Sardinit 
by this treaty. 

t All bad policy, as things then stood. 



COUNTESS 
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COUNTESS OF ORKNEY TO DR. SWIFT, 

LONDON, NOV. 21, 1712. 

X HIS key will open treasures ; but vain in me to 
know them*. Your convenience is my satisfac- 
tion. If I can or may read what will be in this ta- 
ble, it ought and shall be my happiness. You must 
discern this comes from the most interested joiner 
that ever made a thing of this nature. Peruse nar- 
rowly, and what faults you find, they shall be 
mended in every particular, to the utmost capacity 
€f, sir, 

Your obliged humble servant, 

E. ORKNEY. 



TO THE COUNTESS OF ORKNEYf . 

MADAM, NOV. 21, 1712- 

W HEN, upon parting with your ladyship, you 
were pleased to tell me I should find your present at 
home, natural justice prompted me to resolve, that the 
first use I made of it should be in paying acknow- 
ledgments to my benefactor. But, when I opened 
the writingtable, which I must now call mine, I 

• This letter was accompanied with a present of a writing-table, 
teal, paper, wax, &c. 
i This lady had been mistresi to king William III. 

found 
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found you had neither sent pens, ink, nor paper, 
lufficient for such an undertaking. But I ought to 
tell your ladyship in order, that I first got there a 
much more valuable thing : and I cannot do greater 
honour to ray scrutoire, than to assure your ladyship 
that your letter is the first thing I have put in it^ 
and shall be the last I will ever take out. I must 
tell your ladyship, that I am this moment under a 
very great concern, I was fully convinced that I 
should write with a new spirit by the influence of 
the materials you sent mc ; but it is quite otherwise t 
I have not a grain of invention, whether out of the 
confusion which attends us when we strive too much 
to acquit ourselves, or whether your pens and ink 
are sullen, and think themselves disgraced > since 
they have changed their owner, I heartily thank 
your ladyship, for making me a present that looks 
like a sort of establishment, I plainly see, by the 
contrivance, that if you were first minister, it would 
have been a cathedral. As it is^ you have more 
contributed toward fixing me, than all the ministry 
together; for it is difficult to travel with this •qui* 
page, and it will be impossible to travel or live with- 
out it. You have an undoubted dtle to whatever 
papers this table shall ever contain (except your let- 
ter) and I desire j'ou will please to have another kcj 
made for it ; that when the court shall think fit u 
give me a room worth putting it into, your lady shit 
may come and search it whenever you please. 

I beg your ladyship to join in laughing with meJ 
at my unreasonable vanity, when I wished that iht 
motto written about tlie wax was a description 
yourself. But, if I am disappointed in that, jc 
ladyship will be so in all the rest i even this ink will 

never ' 
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never be able to convey your ladyship*s note as it 
(0uglit. The paper will contain no wonders, but 
wheB it mentions you ; neither is the seal any other- 
wise an emblem of my life, than by the deep im- 
pression your ladyship has raade, which nothing 
but my death can wear out. By the inscription 
about the pens, I fear there is some mistake ; and 
that your ladyship did not design them for me* 
Howevefj I will keep them until you can find the 
person you intended should have them, and who 
will be able to dispose of them according to your 
predictions, I cannot find that the workman you 
employed and direfled, has made the least mistake: 
but there are four implements wanting. The two 
first I shall not namej because an odd superstition 
forbids us to accept them, from our friends; the 
third is a spunge, which the people long have given 
so ill a reputation to, that I vow it shall be no gift of 
your ladyship : the last is a flat ivory instrument, 
liscd in folding up of letters, which I insist you must 
proride* 

See, madam, the first fruits this unlucky present 
of your's has produced. It is but giving a fiddle to 
a scraper, or a pestle and mortar to an apothecary, 
or a tory pamphlet to Mrs, Ramsay. Nothing 13 
%o great a discouragement to generous persons as the 
fear of being worried by acknowledgments. Be- 
adesj your ladyship is an unsufFerablc kind of giver, 
Qiaking evaj present fifty times the value^ by the 
circumstances and manner. And I know people in 
the world, who would not oblige me so much, at 
the cost of a thousand pounds, as you have done at 
that of twenty pounds : which, I must needs tell 
you, is an unconscionable way of dealing, and 

whereof^ 
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whereof, I believe, nobody alive is so guilty as yotif* 
self. In shorty you deceive my eyes, and corrupt 
my judgment ; nor am I now sure of any things 
but that of being, &c. 



FROM THE COUNTESS OP ORlCNEY. 

KOV. 23, 1712. 

X OU are extremely obliging to write how wdl 
you take my whim, in telling my true thoughts of 
your mind : for I was ashamed^ when I reflected, 
and hoped I should see you soon, after expressing 
the value I have of you in an uncommon way. Bui 
this I write with assurance, that I am, very sin- 
cerely, sir, 

Your obliged humble servant, 

E. ORKNEY. 



FROM THOMAS HARRISON, ESQ*- 

UTRECHT, DEC. I6, J 7 12. 

Your thanks of the 25th of November, sir,^ 
came, before their time ; the condition of the oblU^ 

gatio^ 

• This letter is indorsed, " Th. Harrison, esq., secretary 
the embassy; since dead, the same year.*' He owed hb pose 
secretary to the British embassy at Utretcht to the recoromendit "^ 
of Dr. Swift, and was eminent for his genius and learning, ^^ 

cdacak^ " 
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gation being, that you should receive twelve shirts, 
which number shall be completed by the first pro- 
per occasion. Your kind letter, however, is ex- 
tremely seasonable ; and (next. to a note from the 
treasury) has proved the most vivifying cordial in the 
world. ' If you please to send me now and then as 
much of the same as will lie upon the top of your 
pen, I should be contented to take sheets for shirts 
to the end of the chapter. 

Since you are so good as to enter into my affairs, 
I shall trouble you with a detail of them, as well as 
of my conduct since I left England ; which, in my 
opinion, you have a right to inspect, and approve 
or condemn, as you think fit. During my state of 
probation with the earl of Strafford, it was my en- 
deavour to recommend myself to his excellency 
rather by fidelity, silence, and an entire submission, 
than by an affectation to shine in his service : And 
whatever difficulties, whatever discouragements fell 

educated at Queen's College, in Oxford, where he took the degree 
of master of arts, December 15, 1705. Mr. Tickell, who was of 
the same college, in his poem to his excellency the lord privy seal, 
on the prospect of peace, pays a compliment to his friend Mr. Har- 
risen, in these lines : 

" That much lov'd youth, whom Utrecht's walls confine, 
*' To Bristol's praises shall his Strafford's join." 
The reader will find some circumstances relating to him and his last 
sickness in Dr. Swift's letter, or journal, written to Mrs. Dinglcy, 
beginning January 25, 1712-13, by which it appears, that Mr, 
Harrison coming over to England from Utrecht with the barrier 
treaty, died on February 14, 1712-13. Mr. Jacob, in his lives 
and characters of all the English poets, vol. I, p. 70, has committed 
two mistakes, in calling him William instead of Thomas, and in 
saying, that he died in Holland in 1 7 1 3 . He mentions among Mr. 
Harrison's works, Woodstock Park, inscribed to the lord cluncellor 
Cowper. 

in 
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in my way, 1 think it appears, that they were sur- 
mounted in the end ; and my advancement followed 
upon it sooner than I expected ; another would say, 
much sooner than t Reserved, which I should easily 
agree to, were it not, that I flatter myself there is 
some nierit in the behaviour I kept, when the hopes 
and temptation of being preferred glittered in my 
eyes. All the world knows upon what footing Mr, 
Watkins * thought himself with my lord Straf- 
ford -f*; and though all the world does not know 
what I am going to tell you, yet Mr. Watkins does 
on one hand, and my lord Strafford on the other, 
that all the credit I had with either, was heartily, 
and without reserve, employed to make matters easy; 
and to cultivate in my bumble station that good 
understanding, which our court desired should be 
between them. I had my reasons for this, and such 
perhaps as flowed from an inclination to promote my 
own interest. I knew as well as any man living al- 
most, how much Mr. Watkins was valued by my 
lord Bolingbroke and others. I foresaw the danger 
of standing in competition with him, if that case 
should happen : and, to tell yoti the truth, I did 
not think myself ripe in regard of interest at home, 
or of any service I could pretend to have done 
abroad, to succeed Mr. Watkins in so good an em- 
ployment. Above all, I protest to you, sir, that if 
I know my own heart, I am capable of suffering the 
utmost extremities rather than violate the infinite 
duty and gratitude I owe my lord Bolingbroke, by 
doing an ill office to a person honoured with such 

• Henry Watkins, esq., late secretary. 

+ Thomas, earl of vStrafford, ambassador extraordinary and |Jc- 
nipotcntiary to the States General, 

particular 
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paiticukr mafks of his lordship^s esteem. I might 
add to this, that I really loved Mr. Watkins ; and I 
beg you, sir, to urge him to the proof, whether, 
my whole behaviour was not such, as might justify 
the warmest professions I can make of that kind. 
After all this, how comes it, that he, either in rail- 
lery or good earnest, accuses me of having any re- 
sentment against him ? By word of mouih when he 
left us, by letters, so long as he allowed me to cor- 
respond with him, and by all the people that ever 
went from Utrecht to Flanders, have I importuned 
him for the continuance of his friendship; and, 
perhaps, even in his absence (if he pleases to reflect) 
given him a very essential proof of mine. If any 
body has thought it worth their while to sow division 
between us, I wish he thought it worth his to let me 
into the secret ; and nothing, he may be sure, shall 
be wanting on my side to defeat a stratagem, which, 
for aught I know, may end in the starving of his 
humble servant. 

Which leads me naturally to the second thing 
proposed to be spoken to in my text ; namely, my 
circumstances. For between you and me, sir, I 
apprehend the treasury will issue out no money on 
my account, till they know what is due on that of 
Mr. Watkins. And if he has any pretensions, I 
have none, that I know of, but what arc as pre- 
carious to me, as a stiver I gave away but now to 
a beggar, was to him. Is it possible, that Mr. Wat- 
kins can demand the pay of a commission, which is 
by the queen herself actually superseded, during his 
absence from his post ? Or is it not as plainly said in 
mine, that I am her majesty's secretary during such 
his absence, as in his that he was so, while he re- 

VoL. XI. R sided 
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sided here ? If I must be crushed, sr^ far GtsS's sak 

let some reason be alleged fur it ; or cl^e zn ingenuoa 
confession made, that stat fro r^tlzmr 'z^ohtfuas. 1 
you can fix Mr. Watkins to any rcaJ drrcnniiiatira 
on this subject, you will do mc a Sir^gdar «^vizt 
and I shall take my measures accordinoly. Tfaoud 
I know your power, I cannot he^p difJtnisiing it cfl 
this occasion. Before I conclude, give xne kavi 
to put you in mind of beating my thsjiks into xm 
lord Bolingbroke's ears, for his late generosity, n 
the end that his lordship may be wearied our of tk 
evil habit he has got, of heaping more obligatian! 
and goodness on those he is pleased to fivour, tbsok 
their shoulders are able to bear. For my onm par^ ] 
have so often thanked his lordship, that I hare am 
no more ways left to turn my thoughts ; and b^. if 
you have any right good compliments neat and tat 
by you, that you will advance the necessary, aad 
place them, with the other helps you have given sc, 
to my account ; which I question not but I diaD he 
able to acknowledge at one and the same time, ei 
GfiVcas culnulas. 

In the mean time, I shall do my best to give yoi 
just such hints as you desire by the iKxt pcA 
Though I cannot but think there arc some kttosii 
the office, which would sen-e your rum a good 
deal better than any thing I can tell you about dsf 
people at the Hague. Your access there abundcfilf 
prevents my attempting to write you any news fto» 
hence. And I assure you, sir, you can write ac 
none from England (however uneasy my cirnni- j 
stances are) which will be so agreeable, as tint rf I 
your long-expected advancement. It grieves tncw ■ 
the soul, that a person, who has been so voas^ 
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mental to the raising of me from obscurity and dis- 
tress, should not be yet set above the power of for- 
tune, and the malice of those enemies your real merit 
has created. I beg, dear sir, the continuance of your 
kind care and inspection over me; and that you 
would in all respects command, reprove, or instruct 
me, as a father. For I protest to you, sir, I do, 
and ever shall honour and regard you with the affec- 
tion of a son. 



TO THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND. 

MADAM, DEC. 20, 1712. 

jfxNY Other person, of less refinement and prudence 
than myself, would be at a loss how to thank your 
grace, upon the surprise of coming home last night, 
and finding two pictures where only one was de- 
manded. But I understand your gracc^s malice, and 
do here affirm you to be the greatest prude upon 
earth. You will not so much as let your picture be 
alone in a room with a man, no not with a clergy- 
man, and a clergyman of five and forty; and there- 
fore resolved my lord duke should accompany it, 
and keep me in awe, that I might not presume to 
look too often upon it. For my own part, I begin 
"already to repent that I ever begged your grace's 
picture ; and could almost find in my heart to send 
it you back : for, although it be the most beautiful 
right I ever beheld, except the original, yet the 
., veneration and respect it fills me with, will always 
.. make me thinj^ I am in your grace's presence ; will 

R 2 hinder 
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hinder me from saying and writing twenty idle 
things, that used to divert me : will set mc labouring 
upon majestick, sublime ideas, at which I have no 
manner of talent; and will make those who come to 
visit me, think I am grown, on the sudden, wonder- 
ful stately and reserved. But, in life, we must take: 
the evil with the good ; and it is one comfort, that fl 
know how to be revenged. For, the Mght of your 
grace's resemblance will perpetually fermnd mc 
paying my duty to your person ; which will giv -^-^e 
your grace the torment, and me the felicity, of ^ 
ihore frequent attendance. 

But, after all, to deal plainly whh your grac- c, 
your picture (and I must say the same of my 
duke's) will be of very little use, farther than ■ 
let others see the honour you are pleased to do m* 
for, all the accomplishments of your mind and 
son are so deeply printed in the heart, and rdpresc^ut 
you so lively to my imagination, that I should tn^Ike 
it for a high affront, if you believed it in the p u^ m tt 
of colours to refresh my memory : almost as higftn a 
one, as if your grace sliould deny me the justice of 
being, with the most profound respect and gradfi*-^, 
madam, your grace's, 6?i-. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LORD, LONDON, JAN. 3, Ij l>13, 

OiNCE I had the honour of your grace^s letter, n 
have had a dead time of news and politicks ; and I 
make a conscience of writing to you without some- 
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thing that will recompense the trouble^of reading 
cannot but grant that your grace, who are at £ 
distance^ and argue from your own wisdom and 
general observations and reading, is Hkely to 
more inipardal than I, who, in spite of my resolutions 
and opinion to the contrary, am forced to converse 
only with one side of the world, which fastens pre- 

hjudices to me, notwithstanding all I can do to avoid 
them. Your grace has certainly hit upon the weak 
' side of our peace ; but I do not find you have pre- 
I scribed any remedies. For, that of limiting France 
f to a ccrrain number of ships and troops, was^ I doubt, 
not to be compassed* Wliile that mighty kingdom 
remains under one monarch, it will be always in 
some degree formidable to its neighbours. But wc 
flatter ourselves it is likely to be less so than ever, by 
the concurrence of many circumstances too long to 
trouble you with. But, my lord, what is to be done? 
I will go so fir with your grace as to tell you, that 
^mc of our friends arc of opinion with the other 
party, that if tliis last campaign had gone on with 
"the conjunction of the British troops, France might 
have been in danger of being driven to great ex- 
tremes Yet I confess to you, at the same time, that 
if I had been first minister, I should have advised the 
queen to pursue her measures toward a peace. 

Some accidents and occasions have put it in my 
way to know every step of this treaty better^ I think, 
than any man in England. And I do assert to your 
grace, that if France had been closely pushed this 
campaign, they would, upon our refusal, have made 
offers to Holland, w^hich the republick would cer- 
tainly have accepted ; and in that case the interests 
of England would have been wholly laid aside^ as 

aa wc 
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wc saw it three years ago at the Hague and G^cr- 
truydenberg. The marshal D'Uxilles and Mes- 
nager, two of the French plenipotentiaries, were 
wholly inclined to have begun by the Dutch ; 
but the third, abb^ dc Polignac, who hks most 
credit with monsieur Torcy, was for beginning by 
England. 

There was a great faction in France by this pro- 
ceeding ; and it was a mere personal resentment, in 
the French king and monsieur Torcy, against the 
States, which hindered them from sending the first 
overture there. And I believe your grace will be 
convinced, by considering that the demands of Hol- 
land might be much more easily satisfied, tlian those 
of Britain. The States were very indifferent about the 
article of Spain being in the Bourbon family, as 
monsieur Buys publickly owned when he was here, 
and among others to myself. They valued not the 
demolition of Dunkirk, the frontier of Portugal, nor 
the security of Savoy. They abhorred the thoughts 
of our having Gibraltar and Minorca, nor cared what 
became of our dominions in North America. All 
they had at heart was the sovereignty of Flanders, 
under the name of a barrier, and to stipulate what 
they could for the emperor, to make him eas)' under 
their encroachments. I can farther assure your grace, 
before any proposals were sent here from France, and 
ever since, until within these few months, the Dutch 
have been endeavouring constantly, by private in- 
trigues with that court, to iindermitie us, and put 
themselves at the head of a treaty of peace ; which 
is a truth that perhaps the world may soon be in- 
formed in, with several others that are littie know^fl. 
Besides, my lord, I doubt whether you have suffici- 
ently 
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(entljr reflected on the condition of this kingdom, and 
the possibihty of pursuing the war at that ruinous 
rare. This argument is not the weaker for being 
often urged. Besides^ France is hkely to have a long 
xz^mnont}'; or, if not, perhaps to be engaged in a 
<ri^»^il war And I do not find that in pubUck affairs, 
J^t^^man wisdom is able to make provisions for futu- 
M-iT:y^ which are not liable to a thousand accidents, 
^c have done all we can; and for the rest^ cunni 

Sir William Temple's MemoirSi which you men- 

ued, is hia first part*, and wa^i published twenty 

3^"^^^rs ago; it is chiefly the treaty of Nimegucn, and 

s so well known, that I could hardly think your 

has not seen it. 

J am in some doubt, whether a fall from a horse 

*>'^^ suitable to the dignity of an archbishop. It is 

^^*"^«of the chief advantages in a great station, that 

^^■^^ «: is exempt from common accidents of that kind, 

e late king-|* indeed got a fall ; but his majesty 

s a foxhunter. I question whether you can plead 

^^ 3" precedent to excuse youj and therefore, I hope, 

^^^^tiwill commit no more such errours t and in the 

*"*^^an time, I heanily congratulate with your grace, 

^l^^t I can rally you upon this accident. 

J am in some fc^ar that our peace will hardly be 
^^^^nduded in several weeksj by reason of a certain 
•'^^zident that could not be foreseen; neither can I 
^^^Xl whether the parliament will sit before the con- 
^^* %4sion of the peace; because some persons differ in 

"^ That IS, the fint pan ntming; far tbe first pan writicn was 
^"'^ tiovcd bv iir W* Temple himself: of the third, Dr. Swift was 

^ Kii»g William 11I| who died by a fall from hi$ horsCi 

R 4 their 
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their politicks about the matter. If others were no 
v/\scT than I, your session should not be deferred 
upon that account. 

I am, with the greatest respect, 

your grace's most dutiful and humble servaat. 



TO THE DUKE OF ARGYLL. 

MY LORD, JANUARY, 20, 1711-1 3^, 

1 WOULD myself have delivered the answer I sent 
yesterday to your grace at court by Dr. Arbuthnor, 
if I had not thought the right of complaining to be 
on my side : for, I think it was my due, that you 
should have immediately told me whatever you had 
heard amiss of my conduct to your grace. When I 
had the honour to be first known to those in the 
ministry, I made it an express condition, '^ that 
" whoever did me ill offices, they should inform me 
" of what was said, and hear my vindication ; that I 
" might not be mortified with countenances estrang- 
" ed of the sudden, and be at a loss for the cause." 
And I think, there is no person alive, whose favour 
or protection I would purchase at that expense^ I 
could not speak to the disadvantage of your grace 
without being ungrateful (which is an ill word) since 
you were pleased voluntarily to make so many pro- 
fessions of favour to me for some years past; and 
your being a duke and a general would have swayed 
me not at all in my respect for your person, if I had 
jiot thought you to abound in qualities, which I wish 

were 
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were easier to be found in those of your rank. I have 
indeed sometimes heard what your grace was told I 
reported ; but as I am a stranger to coffeehouses, so 
it is a great deal below me to spread coffeehouse re» 
ports. This accusation is a little the harder upon 
me, because I have always appeared fond of your 
grace's character ; and have, with great industrj^ re- 
lated several of your generous actions, on purpose to 
remove the imputation of the only real fault* (for I 
say nothing of common frailties) which I ever heard 
laid to your charge. I confess, I have often thought 
that Homer's description of Achilles bore some re-" 
semblance to your grace, but I do not remember that 
ever I said so. At the same time, I think few men 
were ever born with nobler qualities, to fulfil and 
adorn every office of a subject, a friend, and a pro- 
tector, &c. 



FROM ROBERT HUNTER, ESQf . 

NEW YORK, MARCH 1, 1712-13. 

X THINK I am indebted to you for two letters, and 
should have continued so, had it not been for the 
apprehension of your putting a wrong construction 
upon my neglect. My friends being few in number, 

• In another letter. Dr. Swift speaks of *' his unquiet and ambl. 
^' tious spirit, never easy while tiiere was any one above him/' 

+ firigadier Hunter, governor of New York and New Jersey, 
who was afterward appointed governor and captain general of Ja- 
maica, in the room of the duke of Portland^ who died there, July 
4th, 1726, 

I would 
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I would not willingly, or by my own fault, neglect 
nor lose those I have. The true cause is this. My 
unhappy circumstances have so soured me, that what-- 
ever I write must be vinegar and gall to a man of 
your mirth. For the better understanding of which, 
be pleased to read them in the words of one of my 
most renowned predecessors : Quando pense vemr a 
este govierno a comer callenle^ y a hever frloj y a- 
recrear il cuerfo entre sabatias de Olanda^ sobre 
colchofies de pluma^ he venido a hazar peniteticia^ como 
sefuera Er met anno ^ y como no la ha go de me volant adj 
penso que al cabo al cabo^ me ha de uevar el diablo. 
This worthy was indeed but a type of me, of which 
I could fully convince you by an exact parallel be- 
tween our administrations and circumstances, which 
I shall reserve to another opportunity. 

The truth of the matter is this : I am used like a 
dog, after having done all that is in the power of man 
to deserve a better treatment, so that I am now quite , 
jaded. Male vehi malo alio gubernante^ quam tarn 
malls rectortbus bene gubemare^ 

The approaching peace will give leisure to the 
ministry to think of proper remedies for the dis- 
tracted state of all the provinces ; but of this more 
particularly, the importance of it by its situation 
being greater, and the danger by their conduct more 
imminent, than that of the rest. I have done my 
duty in representing their proceedings, and warning 
them of the consequences; and there I leave it. 
Neque tarn me iMiX-wiriok consolatur ut antea quam 
ctSioi(po(ieiy qua nulla in re tarn utor quam in hac civih et 
publica. 

I have purchased a seat for a bishop, and by or- 
ders from the society have given direction to prepare 

it 
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it for his reception. You once upon a day gave me 
hopes of seeing you there. It would be to me no 
small relief to have so good a friend to complain to. 
What would it be to you to hear me, when you 
could not help me, I know not. Catera desuntj 
for the post cannot stay. Adieu. 

I am, very sincerely, youf s, 

R. HUNTER- 



FROM GOVERNOR HUNTER. 

NEW YORK, MARCH 14, 1712-13. 

^UONORGH quaniou dladadega generoghqiia ague^ 
gon tchltchenagaree ; or, lest you should not have 
your Iroqubise Dictionary at hand, brother, I honour 
you and all your tribe ; though that is to be taken 
cum gram sails. For one of them has done me much 
harm. God reward him, 6fr. For that," and what 
you want to know beside relating to me, I refer 
you to the bearer, Mr. Sharp, our chaplain; a very 
worthy, ingenious, and conscientious clergyman. I 
wrote to you some time ago by a mcrchantship, and 
therein gave you some hints of my sufferings, which 
are not diminished since that time. In hopes of a 
better setdement, I wished for your company. Until 
that comes, I can contribute to nothing but your 
spleen. Here is the finest air to live upon in the 
universe: and if our trees and birds could speak, and 
our assemblymen be silent, the finest conversation 
too. JFVr/ emnia teUtiSy but not for me. For you must 

uaderstand^ 
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understand, according to the custom of our country, 
the sachems are of the poorest of the people. I have . 
got the wrong side of sir Polidore's office ; a great 
deal to do, and nothing to receive. In a word, and 
to be serious at last, I have spent three years of life 
in such torment and vexation, that nothing in life 
can ever make amends for it. Tu interim sis kettts et 
memor nostrum. Vale. 

R. H. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LORD, LONDON, MARCH 28, 17 13. 

Although your humour of delaybg, which Is 
a good deal in feshion, might serve me for authority 
4nd example in not sooner acknowledging your 
grace^s letter, I shall not make that use of it ; but 
naturally tell you, that the publick delay has been 
the cause of mine. We have lived ahnost these 
two months past, by tlie week, expecting that parlia- 
ment would meet, and the queen tell them that the 
peace was signed. But unforeseen difficulties have 
arisen, partly by some mistakes in our plenipoten- 
riaries, as well as of those of France, too long to 
trouble your grace with, since we now reckon all 
will be at an end ; and the queen has sent new 
powers to Utrecht, which her ministers there must 
,obey, I think, or be left without excuse. The peace 
will be signed with Fran.ce, Holland, the emperor, 
Savoy, Portugal, and England ; but Spain h^ yet 
no minister at Utrecht, the Dutch making difficulties 

about 
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About the duke D'Ossune's passports ; but the marquis 
de Momellion will soon begin his journey ; at least 
l^c tells mc so. However, it is of no great moment 
xvhethcr Spain comes in now, or a month hence ; and 
*lic parliament will be satisfied with the rest. People 
l^ere have grumbled at those prorogations until they 
^^re weary ; but they are not very convenient, con- 
^idering how many funds are out, and how late it is 
i 11 the year. They think of taking off two shillings 
iji the pound from the land-tax; which I always 
•^^LTgued earnestly against : but the court has a mind 
"■^^o humour the countr}' gentlemen, and the thing is 
jfnopular enough ; but then we must borrow upon 
-Mnew fundsj which it will be of the last difficulty to 
m jivcnt or to raise. The other party arc employed in 
^^^preading a report most industriously, that the lord 
^«r reasurer intends, after the peace, to declare for the 
^^^higs. They have spread it in Scotland, to prepare 
^^Deople for the next election ; and Mr. Annesly told 
^r-nc the other day at my lord steward's, that he had 
Licard I writ the same to my friends in IreUnd ; 
"%ft.'hich, as it rs wholly without ground, so the fact is 
^%A^hat I never had the least belief of, although your 
iordsiiip is somewliat of his grace's mind, in not re* 
-^Jfusing to converse widi his greatest enemies : and 
••therefore he is censured, as you say you are, upon 
'^he same account. And to those who charge him 
^^ith it (as some are free enough to do it) he only says, 
liis friends ought to trust him; and l have some 
reason to believe, that after a peace, the direct con- 
trary will appear. For my own part, I entirely agree 
%^ith your grace, that a free man ought not to con- 
fine his converse to any one party; neither would I 
4I0 so, if I were fi'ee; but I am not, and perhaps 

much 
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much less is t great minister in such a juncture i! 
this. Among many qualities I have observed in the 
treasurer, there is one which is something singular, 
tiiat he will be under an imputation, how wrong so- 
ever, without the pains of clearing himself to his 
nearest friends, which is owing to great integrity, 
great couragej or great contempt of censure. I 
know he has abundance of the two last, and I be* 
lieve he has the first. 

Your grace's abscrvarions on the French dexterit 
in negotiation^ as well as their ill faith, are certainly 
right I but let both be as great as possible^ me must^^^j 
treat with them one time or other; and if mintster^s-^^ 
tvill not be upon their guard against such notoriou^^ ^ 
managers, they are altogether inexcusable. But ^ ^3 
do assure your grace, that as it has fallen in my waj 
tu know more of the steps of this whale treaty j thar 
perhaps any one nun beside, I c*annot see that an 
thing in the power of human prudence, under man 
difficult conjunctures, has l)cen omitted* We Iiav 
bccli forced to conceal tlie best side, which I agieeu- 
has been unfortunate and unpopular; but you wiH 
please to consider, that this way of evei7 subject b — 
tcrposing their sentiments upon the management o^ 
foreign negotiations, is a very new thing among us t 
and the suHcring it has been thought, in the opinion 
of wise men, too great a strain upon the prerog^itive; 
especially giving a detail of particulars, which^ in the 
variety of events, cannot he asccn:iined during the 
course of a treaty. — I could easily answer the uhjec- 
rion of your gracc*s friends in relation tu the Dutch, 
and wljy they m&de those ditficultics at the Hague 
and Gcrtruydenberg- And when the whole ntory of 
these two last intriguing years comes to be published, 

the 
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the world will have other notions of our proceedings. 
This perhaps will not be long untold, and might 
already have been, if other people had been no wiser 
than I. After all, my lord, I grant that fix>m a dis^ 
tant view of things, abundance of objections may 
be raised against many parts of our conduct. But 
the difficulties which gave room to these objections 
are not seen, and perhaps some of them will never 
appear ; neither may it be convenient they should. 
If in the end it appears that we have made a good 
bargain for you, we hope you will take it without 
entering too nicely into the circumstances. I will 
not undertake to defend our proceedings against any 
man who will not allow this postulatum, that it was 
impossible to carry on the war any longer ; which, 
whoever denies, either has not examined the state of 
the nation with respect to its debts, or denies it from 
the spirit of party. When a friend of mine objected 
this to lord Nottingham, he freely confessed it was a 
thing he had never considered. But, however, he 
would be against any peace without Spain ; and why? 
because he was not privy seal. But then, why does 
he vote with the whigs in every thing else, although 
peace has no concern ? because he was not privy 
seal. I hope, my lord, we shall in time unriddle 
you many a dark problem ; and let you see that fac- 
tion^ rage, rebellion, revenge, and ambirion, were 
deeply rooted in the hearts of tho:e who have been 
the great obstructors of the queen's measures, and of 
the kingdom's happiness ; and if I am not mistaken, 
such a scene may open, as will leave the present age, 
and posterity, little room to doubt who were the 
real friends, and real enemies of their country. At 

the 
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the same time^ I know nothing is so rash as predict — ::- 
ing upon the events of publick councils ; and I sc r^sc 
many accidents very possible to happen which nuf^^ay 
soon defeat all my wise conjectures. 
I am, my lord, 

your grace's most dutiful 

and most humble obedient ser^-anrra-^nt 



FROM MR. PRIOR*. 



PARIS, A.FRIL 8, 171^* -3* 



X RAY take this word writ after our packet ^^^ ii 
closed, and the messenger staying for it, as an eq^^^ui- 
valent for your dispatches at midnight when r the 
writer was half asleep. Hang me if I know how to ^^^go 
on, though I am in a country where every body d-^Bocs 
not only write letters, but print them. Our ff^^cat 
af&ir goes on very successfully. We transmit the 
Spanish treaty, concluded at Madrid, for your -ap- 
probation in England, and transmission to Utrec ^t ; 
after which, I think, f>ax sit will become authenrricl^ 
Latin : after which, I suppose, our society -^^'^^^ 
flourish, and I shall have nothing to do but to f>^^' 
take of that universal protection, which it will ^^* 
ceive. In the mean time, pray give my great ^^' 
spects to our brethren -f-; and tell them, that, wl^»" "^ 

■• He was plenipotentiary to France. 

t The sixteen. Sec note to a letter frona lord Harle>' to S *^ ^ * 
4tted July 17, 1 7 14. . 
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in hopes of being favoured, they are spending their 
own money, I am advancing my interest in the 
French language, and forgetting my own mother 
tongue. But we shall have time enough to perfect 
our English, when we have done with other matters. 
I wont mightily to hear from lord treasurer. Tell 
him so. I owe brother Arbuthnot a letter. Excuse 
my not writing to him, till I know what to say. I 
cannot find Vanhomrieh * since he brought mc 
your letter. I have a rarity of a book to send you by 
the first fair occasion. It makes but little of the 
English wit. The Guardian ; but, possibly, I 60 
not enter into his design. Let lord Bolingbroke 
know, I love him mightily ; and pray d6 you ai 
much for Dick Skelton. Adieu, my good friend. 
I am very truly. 

Your obedient iind faithful servant, 

M. PRIOR. 



PROM LORD POULET. 



Aprils Sunday aftcrneon. Indorsed < Lord Steward, 1713/ 

A WAS called away presently after chapel, upon 
some business which hindered my going up stairs 
at St. James's, and occasions Dr. Swift the trouble 
af this, to make my excuse for not returning the 
paper, which I here send you ; and though it is not 

• One of (he brothers of Vanessi. Sec the noic prefixed to the 
dean's letter to mits Esther Vanhomrigb, dated July $, 1723* 

Vol. XI. S in 
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in my power to serve you in any proportion to my 
unfeigned respects for you, yet I would not be want- 
ing, on my part, in any opportunity where I can, 
to express myself, 

Sir, your most faithful humble servant, 

POULET. 



FROM DR. ATTERBURY. 

CHELSEA, TUESDAY MORNING. 
MR, DEAN, APRIL 21, 1713 *. 

vtIVE me leave to tell you, that there is no man 
in England more pleased with your being preferred 
than I am. I would have told you so myself at 
your lodgings, but that my waiting confines me. I 
had heard a flying report of it before ; but my 
lord Bolingbroke yesterday confirmed the welcome 
news to me. I could not excuse myself without 
saying thus much, and I have not time to say 
i:nore, but that I am your most affectionate and 
faithful servant, 

FR. ATTERBURY. 



♦ Indorsed by Dr. Swiff, "Dr. Atterburv, April 21, 171:, 
about eleven in the morning. I believe ail to no purpose." 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KING* 

MY LORD, LONDON, APRIL 30, 1713. 

IHAD the honour of your grace's letter of the 14th, 
which at present I cannot answer particularly : I 
send this to welcome your grace to the bath, where 
we conclude you are now arrived ; and I hope the 
design of your journey is more for prevention, than 
cure^ I suppose your grace has heard that the queen 
has made Dr. Sterne bishop of Dromore, and that I 
am to succeed him in his deanery. Dr. Parnell, 
who is now in town, writ last post to your grace, to 
desire the favour of you that he may have my small 
prebend : he thinks it will he some advantage to 
come into the chapter, where it may possibly be in 
my power to serve him in a way agreeable to him, 
although in no degree equal to his merits ; by which 
be has distinguished himself so much, that he is in 
great esteem with the ministry, and others of the 
most Tftluable persons in this town. He has been 
many years under your grace's direction, and has a 
very good title to your favour ; so tliat I believe it 
will be unnecessary to add how much I should be 
obliged to your grace's compliance in this matter : 
and I flatter myself that his being agreeable to me, 
will be no disadvantage to him in your grace's opi- 
nion. ' I am, with the greatest respect, my lord. 
Your grace's most dutiful 
and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

s 2 TO 
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TO CHANCELLOR HARCOURT. 

MY LORD, MAY, 1713. 

A WONDER your lordship would presume to go 
out of town, and leave me in fear that I should not 
see you before I go to Ireland, which will be in a 
week. It is a strange thing, you should prefer your 
own health, and ease, and convenience, before my 
satisfaction. I want your lordship for my solicitor. 
I want your letter to your younger brother of Ire- 
land, to put him under my government : I want an 
opportunity of giving your lordship my humblest 
thanks, for a hundred favours you have done me : 
I wanted the sight of your lordship this day in York 
buildings *. Pray, my lord, come to town before 
I leave it, and supply all my wants. My lord trea- 
surer uses me barbarously ; appoints to carry mc t© 
Kensington, and makes me walk four miles at mid- 
night. He laughs when I mention a thousand pound 
which he gives me ; though a thousand ppund is a 
very serious thing, &c. 



TO MR. ADDISON. 
syi, MAY 13, 1713. 

1 WAS told yesterday, by several persons, that Mr. 
Steele had reflected upon me in his Guardian; 

• Lord treasurer Oxford then lived there. 

which 
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which I could hardly believe, until, sending for the 
paper of the day, I found he had, in several parts 
of it, insinuated with the utmost malice, that I was 
author of the Examiner * ; and abused me in the 
grossest manner he could possibly invent, and set his 
name to what he had written. Now, sir, if I am 
not author of the Examiner ; how will Mr. Steele 
be able to defend himself from the imputation of the 
highest degree of baseness, ingratitude, and injus- 
tice ? Is he so ignorant of my temper, and of my 
style ? Has he never heard that the author of the 
Examiner (to whom I am altogether a stranger -f^) 
did, a month or two ago, vindicate me from having 
any concern in it ? Should not Mr. Steele have first 
expostulated with me as a friend ? Have I deserved 
this usage from Mr. Steele, who knows very well 
that my lord treasurer has kept him in his employ- 
ment upon my entreaity and intercession? My lord 
chancellor and lord Bolingbroke will be witnesses^ 
how I was reproached by my lord treasurer, upon 
the ill returns Mr. Steele made to his lordship's 
indulgence, &V. 

♦ In the Guardian, No. LIII, Mr. Steele says, « Though 
'' sometimes I have been told by familiar friends, that they saw 
** me such a time talking to the Exami/ter; others who have ral- 
" lied ine for the sins of my youth tcU me, it is credibly reported 
" that I \i2iSt former iy lain ivith the Examiner, I have carried 
*< my point ; and it is nothing to me whether the Examiner writes 
** in the character of an estranged friend^ or an exasperated mis^ 
'* tress,'* — By the first of these appellations, Dr. Swift is to be 
understood ; by the latter, Mrs. Manley, authoress of the Atalantis, 
vfho frequently contributed to the writing of the Examiner. N» 

t Sec the eighteenth volume of this collection. 
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J^ROM MR. STEELE. 



SIR, MAY 19, 1713. 

IVxR. Addison showed me your letter, wherein 
you mention me. They laugh at you, if they make 
you believe your interposition has kept me thus long 
in my office. If you have spoken in my behalf at 
any time, I am glad I have always treated you with 
respect ; though I believe you an accomplice of the 
Examiner. In the letter you are angry at, you see 
I have no reason for being so merciful to him, but 
out of regard to the imputation you lie under. You 
do not in direct terms say you are not concerned with 
him ; but make it an argument of your innocence, 
that the Examiner has declared you have nothing to 
do with him. I believe I could prevail upon the 
Guardian to say there was a mistake in putting my 
name in his paper : but the English would laugh at 
us, should we argue in so Irish a manner. I am 
heartily glad of your being made dean of St. Patrick's. 
I am, sir, 

your most obedient humble servant, 
RICHARD STEELE. 



TO 

1 
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TO MR. STEELE. 



* # * # # -^ I may probably know better, when 
they are disposed *♦♦**♦♦. The case was 
thus: I did, with the utmost application, and de- 
siring to lay all my credit upon it, desire Mr. Harley 
(as he then was called) to show you mercy. He said, 
" He would, and wholly upon my account: that 
*' he would appoint you a day to see him : that he 
** would not expect you should quit any friend or 
" principle." Some days after, he told me, " He 
" had appointed you a day, and you had not kept 
** it ;" upon which he reproached me, as engaging 
for more than I could answer ; and advised me to 
more caution another rime. I told him, and desired 
my lord chancellor and lord Bolingbroke to be wit- 
nesses, that I would never speak for, or against you, 
as long as I lived; only I would add, that it was still 
my opinion, you should have mercy till you gave 
further provocations. This is the history of what 
you think fit to call, in the spirit of insulting, '* their 
*' laughing at me :" and you may do it securely ; 
for, by the most inhuman dealings, you have wholly 

+ It has unluckily happened that two or three lines have been 
torn by accident from the beginning of this lecter ; and, by the 
same accident, two or three lines are missing toward the latter part, 
which were written on the back pnrt of the paper which was torn 
off*. But what remains of this letter will, I presume, be very 
utisfactor)' to the intelligeht reader. 

S 4 put 
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put it out of my power, as a christian, to do you the 
least ill office. Next I desire to know, whether tbxc 
greatest services ever done by one man to anoth^t, 
may not have the same turn as properly applied to 
them ? And, once more, suppose they did laugh at 
me, I ask whether my inclinations to serve yc 



merit to be rewarded by the vilest treatment, wl — ne- 
ther they succeeded or not ? If your interpretatK^on 

were true, I was laughed at only for your s?\ e ; 

which, I think, is going pretty far to serve a fnc«znc3. 
As to the letter I complain of, I appeal to your m^ ^>st 
partial friends, whether you ought not either to hc:^"^'« 
asked, or written to me, or desired to have been i »- 
formed by a third hand, whether I were' any i^^^^ay 
concerned in writing the Examiner? And if I t"m.^d 
shuffled, or answered indirectly, or affirmed it, ^r 
said I would not give you satisfaction ; you mig^^^ 
then have wreaked your revenge with some colour* ^^ 
justice. I have several times assured Mr. Addis^^-*^* 
and fifty others, " That I had nOt the least hand ^^ 
" writing any of those papers; and that I had ne^^^^ 
" exchanged one syllable with the supposed autl"*^*^ 
*' in my life, that I can remember, nor ever s^^^^ 
" him above twice, and that in mixed company, ^^ 
" a place where* he came to pay his attendanc^^ * 
One thinj!^ more I muit observe to you, thata y^^^^^ 
or two ago, when some printers used to bring t^"^^ 



ni 



their paj>ers in manuscript, I absolutely forbid th 
to give any hints against Mr. Addison and you, a-^^ 
some others ; and have frequently struck out refl ^^ ^' 
tions upon you in particular, and should (I belief' J. 
have done it still, if I had not wholly left <^^^ 
troubling myself about those kind of things. 

I protect, I never saw any thing more liable *-^ 

except!^ ^^> 
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racter and person ; and I return you my most grate- 
ful acknowledgments for the offer you make me of 
yoor favour and protection. I think to set out for 
Ireland on Monday sevennight, to be there before 
the term ends ; for so they advise me, because the 
long vacation follows, in which I cannot take the 
oaths, unless at a quarter sessions ; and I had better 
have two chances than one. This will hinder me 
firom paying my res|)ects to your grace at the Bath ; 
and indeed my own health would be better, I be* 
licve, if I could pass a few weeks there : but my 
remedy shall be riding, and a sea voyage. I have 
been inquiring, and am told your grace*s cause will 
hardly come on this session ; but indeed I have been 
so much out of order for these ten days past, that I 
have been able to do nothing. 

As to the spire to be erected on St. Patrick's 
steeple, I am apt to think it will cost more than is 
imagined ; and I am confident that no bricks made 
in that part of Ireland, will bear being exposed so 
Qiuch to the air: however, I shall inquire among 
some architects here. 

I hope your grace will find a return of your 
health in the place where you are. I humbly beg 
your blessing ; and remain, with great respect, my 
lord. 

Your grace's most dutiful 
and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



FROM 



26ig LETTERS TO AND FROM 



FROM MR. STEELE. 

SIR, BLOOMSBURT, MAY 26, 1713, 

1 HAVE received your's, and find it is impossible 
for a man to judge in his own case. For an allusion 
to you, as one under the imputation of helping the 
Examiner^ and owning I was restrained out of re- 
spect to you, you tell Addison, under your hand, 
*' you think me the vilest of mankind,*' and bid 
him tell me so. I am obliged to you for any kind 
things said in my behalf to the treasurer ; and assure 
you, when you were in Ireland, you were the con^ 
stant subject of my talk to men in power at that time. ' 
As to the vilest of mankind, it would be a glorious 
world if I were : for I would not conceal my thoughts 
ill favour of an injured man, though all the powers 
on earth gainsaid it, to be made the first man in the 
nation. This position, I know, will ever jobstract 
my way in the world ; and I have conquered my de- 
sires accordingly. I have resolved to content my- 
self with what I can get by my own industry, and 
the improvement of a small estate, without being 
anxious whether I am ever in a court ag^n or not. — 
I do assure you, I do not speak this calmly, after 
the ill usage in your letter to Addison, out of terrour^ 
of your wit, or my lord treasurer's power ; but pui 
kindness to the agreeable qualities, I once so 
sionately delighted in, in you. You know, I knov 
nobody, but one that talked after you, could tell 

« Addisoi 





'« Addison had bridled m^ in point of party." This 
was ill hinted, both with relation to him, and, sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

RICHARD STEELE. 

I know no party ; but the truth of the question is 
what I will support as well as I can, when any 
man I honour is attacked. 



TO MR. STEELK 

SIR, MAY 27, J 713. 

X HE reason I give you the trouble of this reply to 
your letter, is because I am going in a very few days 
to Ireland : and although I intended to return to- 
ward winter, yet it may happen, from the common 
accidents of life, that I may never see you again. 

In your yesterday's letter, you are pleased to take 
the complaining side, and think it hard I should 
write to Mr. Addison as I did, only for an allusion. 
This allusion was only calling a clergyman of some 
little distinction an infidel : a clergyman, who was 
your friend, who always loved you, who had en- 
deavoured at least to serve you ; and who, whenever 
he did yvrite any thing, made it sacred to himself 
never to fling out the least hint against you. 

One thing you are pleased to fix on me, as what 
you are sure of; that the Examiner had talked after 
me, when he said, " Mr. Addison had bridled you 
** in point of party." I do not read one in six of 
those papers, nor ever knew he had such a passage ; 
and I am so ignorant of this, that I cannot tell what 

it 
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it means : whether, that Mr. Addison kept you close 
to a party, or that he hindered you from writing 
about party. I never talked or writ to that author in 
my life ; so that he could not have learned it from 
me. And in short, I solemnly affirm, that with re- 
lation to every friend I have, I am as innocent, as 
it is possible for a human creature to be. And 
whether you believe me or not, I think, with sub- 
mission, you ought to act as if you believed mc, till 
you have demonstration to the contrary. I have all 
the ministry to be my witnesses, that there is hardly 
a man of wit of the adverse party, whom I have not 
been so bold as to recommend often and with earnest- 
ness to them : for, I think, principles at present arc 
quite out of the case, and that we dispute wKoUy 
about persons. In these last you and I differ ; but 
in the other, I think, we agree : for I have in print 
professed myself in politicks, to be what we formeriy 
called a whig. 

As to the great man* whose defence you under- 
take ; though I do not think so well of him as you 
do, yet I have been the cause of preventing five 
hundred hard things being said against him. 

I am sensible I have talked too much when my- 
self is the subject : therefore I conclude with sincere 
wishes for your health and prosperity, and am, 
Sir, your's, 6;V. 

You cannot but remember, that in the only thing I 
ever published with my name, I took care to cele- 
brate you as much as I could, and in as handsome 
a manner, though it was in a letter to the present 
lord treasurer. 

* Duke of Marlborough. 

FROM 



DR. SWIPT. 271 



FROM MR. LEWIS. 



WIUTKHALL, JUNE 2, 1713. 

1 HOPE this will meet you at Chester, and that 
your passage at sea will be favoured with as mild 
weather as your journey by land has been these two 
first days. The division yesterday, in the house of 
lords, was fifty-four against fifty-four. Proxies were 
called for, and we had seventeen to thirteen. This 
is the greatest victory we ever had. The duke of 
Argyll and the Scotch were against us to a man. The 
lords Weymouth and Carteret were with them. It 
was very comical to see the tories, who voted with 
lord treasurer against the dissolution of the union, 
tinder all the perplexities in the world, lest they 
should be victorious; and the Scotch, who voted 
for a bill of dissolution, under agonies lest they 
themselves should carry the point they pretended to 
desire. In all the time I have been conversant in 
business, I never before observed both sides, at the 
same time, acting parts which they thought con- 
trary to their interests. Let us hear from you some- 
times, and believe there is nobody with more since- 
rity your's, than, &r. 



FROM 
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cile, and by fcpresenting to them the infallible con- 
sequences of these divisions. We had letters this 
morning from Ireland, What is the reason I had 
none from you ? Adieu. I hope your want of health 
is not the cause *. 



TO MISS VANftOMRIGH. 

LARACOB, JULY 8, 1/13* 

1 STAYED but a fortnight in Dublin very sick ; 
and returned not one visit of a hundred, that were 
made me ; but all to the dean, and none to the doc- 
tor. I am riding here for life ; and I think I am some- 
thing better. I hate the thoughts of Dublin, and pre- 
fer a field bed, and an earthen floor, before the great 
house there, which they say is mine. I had your 
last splenetick letter. I told you, when I left Eng- 
land, I would endeavour to forget every thing there, 
and would write as seldom as I could. I did indeed 
design one general round of letters to my friends; 
but my health has not yet suffered me. I design to 
pass the greatest part of the time I stay in Ireland, 
here, in the cabin where I am now writing : neither 
will I leave the kingdom till I am sent for; and if 
they have no farther service for me, I will never sec 
England again. At my first coming, I thought I 
iliould have died with discontent ; and was horribly 

♦ Indorsed, " Mr. Lewis, about the divisions," Sec. 

melancholy, 
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melancholy, while they were installing me, but it 
begins to wear off, and change to dulness. My 
river walk is extremely pretty, and my canal in great 
beauty ; and I see trouts playing in it. I know not 
any one thing now in Dublin. But Mr. Ford is 
very kind, and writes to me constantly what passes 
among you. I find you are likewise a good politi- 
cian ; and I will say so much to you, that I verily 
think, if the thing you know of had been published 
just upon the peace, the ministry might have avoided 
what has since happened : but I am now fitter to 
look after willows, and to cut hedges, than meddle 
with affairs of state. I must order one of the work-' 
men to drive those cows out of my island, and make 
up the ditch again ; a work* much more proper for a 
country vicar, than driving out factions, and fencing 
against them. I must go and take my bitter draught 
to cure my head, which is spoiled by the bitter 
draughts which the publick has given me. So go to 
your dukes and duchesses, and leave me to goodman 
Bumford, and Patrick Dolan, of Clanduggan. Adieu. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LORD, THIM, JULY I6, 1 7 13. 

A HAVE been about five weeks in this kingdom, 
but so extremely ill with the return of an old dis- 
order in my head, that I was not able to write to you 
grace. I have been the greatest part of that time at 

T 2 my 
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siire I did not intend to write one thitherto yon ; b^^^^ 
Mr. Rosingrave thinks it may do him scmce, ^ 

recommending him to you. If so, I am very gl 1 

of it ; for it can be of no other use imaginable, 
have writ letters now above twenty-two years, 
have taken towns, destroyed fleets, made treat^taa ^s 
and settled commerce in letters. And what of al 

this ? Why, nothing ; but that I have had so — nu 
subject to write upon. But to write a letter o nlj 
because Mr. Rosingrave has a mind to carry f^ ^ in 

liis pocket, to tell you, that you are sure of a fne^^nd- 
ship, which can never do you three pence of gc^^iC^d, 
and wish you well in England very soon, when I <Io 

not know when I am likely to be there myself: all 
this, I say, is very absurd for a letter; especi^sa-lly 
when I have this day written a dozen much mor^^ to 
the purpose. If I had seen your manuscript* ; i^I 
had received Dr. ParnelKs poem ; if I had any a^?^^ 
of Landen being taken ; why well and good ; bu «^ ^ 
I know no more than the duke of Shrewsbury desi^^^ 
for England within three weeks ; that I must st^^y 
here till somebody else comes, and then brings «o€ 
necessarily to say, good Mr. dean, that lam like ^^^ 
fellow in the Rehearsal, who did not know if he ^^^"^ 
to be merry or serious, or in what way or mood to ^^ 
his part. One* thing only I am assured of, thmi*-* 
fove you ver}' well ; and am, most sincerely and fa- ^^ 
fully, dear sir, your servant and brother -f-, 

M. PRIO^J 

Lord and lady Shrewsbury give their service to "^ 
Vanhomrigh has run terribly here in debt, -s 

♦ * Of the History of the Peace of Utrecht.* . " 

^ He was on^ of the sixteen. 



PR, SWIPT. 279 

being in durance, has sent to his mother upon 
pecuniary concerns. Adieu once more. 

What we are doing, or what is to become of us, 
I know not. 

" Prudcns futuri temporis exitum 
*^ Caliginosd nocte premit Deus, 
" Ridetque '' 

This is all the Latin and writing I can at present 
spare you. 

Pray give my service to your chancellor*, and be 
much acquainted with judge Nutley, and love 
him very well for my sake. Adieu. Once more, 
find out my cousin Pennyfether and Nutley (if he 
is not too grave for you) ; and according to the 
laudable custom of your country, drink this Louis 
out, for a token of my generosity and your so- 
briety. And now I think, I have furnished out a 
very pretty letter. 



FROM MR. LEWIS t- 

WHITEHALt, AUG. 6, 1713. 

JL HAVE so often, and in so pressing a manner, de- 
sired you to come over, that, if what I have already 

^ Sir Constsminc Phipps. 

i Indorsed, " Mr. Lewis ;" pressing me to come oveiv 

T 4 said 
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said has no effect, I shall despair of better success by 
any farther ailments. If I were to recapitulate the 
several reasons you offer to the contrary, and answer 
them separately, I should grow peevish ; which I 
have no way to avoid, but by telling you in general, 
it is all wrong. You and I have already laid it down 
for a maxim, that we must serve lord treasurer, with- 
out receiving orders or particular instructions ; and I 
do not yet sec a reason for changing that rule. His 
mind has been communicated more freely to you 
than any other ; but you will not understand it. The 
desires of great men are commands; at least the 
only ones, I hope, they ever will be able to use. 
You have a mind to stay in Ireland till October, and 
desire me to give my opinion whether you should 
come sooner? I answer, yes. Then you bid me 
consider again ; that is, you would have me say I 
am of opinion *you should stay till October. When 
judges would have a jury change their verdict, they 
bid them consider again : when a man is determined 
to marry a woman, and his friend advises him against 
it, he asks his opinion again ; and if bis friend is 
so silly as not to alter his advice, he marries with- 
out it. I am as much in the spleen now I am 
answering your letter, as you were when you writ ^ 
it. Come over ; you will cure yourself and me too^ , 
Adieu. 
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FROM DR. SMALRIDGE *. 

MH. DEANy CH. CH. SEPT. 27, 1713. 

W HEN you was so kind as to favour the master 
of the temple-|- and me, with your company at the 
chaplain's table at Kensington, there dined with us 
one Mr. Fiddesif, a well deserving clergyman, whose 
circumstances, we told you, were not at all suitable 
to his merits. You expressed on that occasion so 
generous a concern for him, and so great a readiness 
to do him any good offices, which might lie in your 
way, thai he seems to think he should be wanting to 
himself, if he did not endeavour to cultivate an in- 
terest with one so willing and so able to serve him. 
He has therefore made repeated instances to me, that 
I would remind you of him, which I should not 
have hearkened to, were I not assured, that you 
would excuse, if not thank me, for furnishing you 
with an opportunity of doing a generous and good 
natured thing. You will not, I fancy, think a formal 
application to any great man in his behalf either pro- 
per or requisite ; but if you should, upon thq perusal 
of one or two of his sermons, think as well of them 
as I do, and should in conversation with my lord 
treasurer express a good opinion of the author, one 
kind word from you, seasonably dropped, might dc- 

• Afterward bishop of Bristol, 
f Dr. Sherlock, afterward bishop of London, 
X Richard Fiddes, afterward D. D*j author of A Body of Divi. 
pity, the Life of Cardinal Wolscy, &c, 

tcrmine 
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tcrmine his fortune, and give jrou the satis^tion 
of having made him and his family as happy as they 
can wish to be. 

I am, sir, 

your most humble servant, 
GEO. SMALRIDGE- 



TO THfi REV. MR. ARCHDEACON 
WALLS. 

WINDSOR CASTLE, OCT. 1, 1713. 

1 HAD just now a letter from you, wherein you 
mention the design of making me prolocutor. I 
will confess to you, there are two reasons why I 
should comply with it ; one is, that I am heartily 
weary of courts, and ministers, and politicks, fiv 
several reasons impossible to tell you ; and I hav^e a 
mind to be at home, since the queen has been 
pleased that Ireland should be my home : the other 
reason is, that I think somebody educated in Dublin 
college should be prolocutor ; and I hear there are 
designs of turning it another way. But, if you find 
it will not do, I hope you will quit the design in pro- 
per season. I condole with you for the loss of your* 
companions this winter ; and I was always of opinion 
they should be in town, unless they find their health 
better at Trim. 
I am a little disappointed in ParvisoKs^ return*^ 

* Mrs. Johnson and Mrs* Dingley. 
f The dean's agent. 
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I hoped it would have amounted to near five hun- 
dred pounds in the tithes ; I doubt not the cause, 
and beg you will have no sort of tenderness for him, 
farther than it regards my interest ; as to the land 
rents, they are one hundred and seventy-four pounds 
a year in the country, besides some small things in 
town; and I am in no pain about them, because 
they are sure ; nor do I desire him to concern him- 
self about them. 

I hoped, and was told, my license would be under 
six pounds, though all was paid, and I heard, if 
lord chancellor* had taken his fees, it would have 
been eight pounds. Tell Mr. Fetherston, I have 
spoken to baron Scroup about his affair, who pro- 
mises to dispatch it with the first opportunity. I 
am now with some ministers and lords, and other 
company, and withdrawn to a table, and hardly 
know what I write, they are so loud. My humble 
service to your Dorothy, and alderman Stoyte, his 
wife, and Cellarius ; and duty to the bishop of 
Dromore. Your's, 

J. S. 



FROM LORD CHANCELLOR PHIPPS. 

SIR, DUBLIN, OCT. 10, 1713. 

1 HAD the favour of your kind letter of the twenty- 
second of September, and had sooner acknowledged 
it, if I had not been prevented by the constant hurry 

* Sir Constantine Phippi. 

we 



^ 



!«♦ s^rrsBK m Jksn 



fff^ :i2n^ icen :n. wttti >i *m nm ^^ soc cut : 

I ricsniy dnpamae ynar atb sxxv^ : 
jnd .ffuiu ynKi» "vati ^ die ^raonxcc 
317 ttiasik* for die grear Tminfe- toil tngwe gn^eg jimt- 
%tf, tf -ipdl oa ichaif ir sr am 3x ■miiM ilag- jv ait 
rhis jcogiddni ji ^nesl r nut E 3111 sacrr jaa. 
9<!nnim » sr xs :a bam juar im^psi bnr yon. : 

lure a^ oeary zssL fibr the ii i inm of rhcr Tnmrf^- 
But diis comfivr srends -figrr, thac die iMimiu^ 
jnes o^ iGca, wiiercas r&e nrtfxt xad honaixr of 
lerviag atxe'i ftusd last alwsr^ The sccoihxc joa 
fcar nc cf 3fr. WoracLcr 5 bcn^ as avcy was new; 
an^ had not rached as bctbre toot Lerzr canrrr. I 
kaov rux hc« ssi£a£3rtw to icknawledge the ofao- 
gacons joa ha^e bid on ze ; bur assure yoiu if tqb 
hare aay ccmmaods aa rhis sde of die wazBv dicie 
is no one will be znopt proud oiF bcix^ faoooored wrdk 
them, than he, who is, wirk tctt great respect. 
Your 3C6C obedient humbk servant, 

CON. PHIPPS. 



TO THE REV. MR. ARCHDEACON 
WALLS. 

LO.VDON, OCT. 13, 1713. 

1 HAVE two letters of your's to acknowledge- 
No, I mistake, it is but one, for I answered the 
former of September twenty-second^ some time ago; 

your 
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your other is of the first instant^ with aa account of 
your mayor squabble, which we regard as much 
here as if you sent us an account of your little son 
playing at cherry stones. I told your lord chancellor^ 
that the best thing the government there could do, 
would be never to trouble us with your affairs, but 
do the best you can, for we will neither support nor 
regard you. I have received the lords justices re- 
presentation, just now sent to the queen. I have 
said more upon it than any body else would ; and I 
hope my lord lieutenant * will put a good end to the 
dispute. I am heartily sorry for poor Hawley : and 
doubt such a shake at his age will not be well re- 
covered. Of your four candidates to succeed him, 
I dislike all but the first, which is Bolton. As to 
the chair of prolocutor, I said to you in my former 
all I thought necessary. I dislike the thing for my- 
self ; but I would keep a wrong man out, and would 
be glad of an honest excuse to leave courts and pub- 
lick thoughts ; but it would vex me to be proposed 
and not succeed. 

As for Williams, I am an old courtier, and will 
think of ^ it ; but, if we want a singer, and I can get 
a better, that better one shall be preferred, although 
my father were competitor. 

I have spoken to baron Scroup about Mr. Fe- 
^erston's affair, and hope to get him a good ac- 
count of it. 

You very artificially bring in your friend, Mrs. 
South : I have spoke to her, and heard from her ; 
and spoke to the duke of Ormond : I will do her 
what service I can. 

• Dak« of Shrcw»byry. 

My 
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my private affairs, I am sure they are in good hands; 
but I beg you will not have the least regard or tender- 
ness to Parvisol, farther than you shall find he de- 
serves. I am my gossip's very humble servant ; and 
the like to Mr. Stoyte, his lady, and Cathaiine, and 
Mr. Manley, and his lady and daughter. 
I am, 

Your obedient humble servant, 
J. SWIFT. 

I wrote lately to Dr. Synge ; twice in all. 

I think you should force the St. Mary ladies ♦ to 
town, toward Christmas. 

My duty to the bishop of Dromore. 

Dr. Synge wrote me word a month ago, that Ro- 
singrave, our organist, was at the point of death. Is 
he dead or alive-? 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LORD, LONDON, OCT. 20, l/IS. 

X HE opportunity I had of a ship was so sudden, that 
I had not time to receive your grace's last commands, 
or pay my respects, which it was my duty and in- 
clination to do ; and as for writing, I have always 
tolci your grace that I could not set about it with a j 
good conscience, until I were provided with matter -a 

enough for your trouble of reading. We arc out 

wardly pretty quiet during this interval of parliamenfr ^ 
but I will not answer what seeds are sowing to roak»,,s 

* Mrs. Johnson and Mn. Dingley, 
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the next st)ring produce bitter fruit. There arc 
several reasons, impossible for me to tell at this dis- 
tance, why I shall not be so good a correspondent as 
I have formerly been, but may probably serve to 
entertain you a year or two hence : for the fashion of 
this world passes away ; and there is nothing of so 
little consequence as the greatest court secrets, when 
once the scene is changed. I said to somebody, 
when I was last in Ireland, who talked to me of the 
advantage and felicity I had in the familiarity of 
great ministers, that it was well enough while it con- 
tinued a vanity ; but as soon as it ceased to be a 
vanity, it began to be a vexation of spirit. I have 
some thought of passing this winter at the Bath, be- 
cause my health requires it, and because I shall then 
be a pretty equal distance from the factions on both 
sides the water ; for it is not impossible your grace 
may have a warm winter. 

I have had some letters, particularly from Dr. 
Synge and Mr. Archdeacon Walls, about my being 
prolocutor. I have this post writ my thoughts upon 
that subject to Mr. Walls ; and to save you the 
trouble, have desired him to communicate them to 
your grace. Our elections for the city still conr 
tinue : I was this afternoon at Guildhall. I find 
three of the old members ; and Withers, who is the 
lowest, tells me, he does not despair of carrying it 
for himself. There is abundance of artifice (to give 
it the softest word) used on both sides. 

I came yesterday from Windsor, where I saw 
the queen in very good health, which she finds 
there more than any where else, and I believe will 
hardly remove until December. I believe my lord 

Vol. XI. U lieu- 
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lieutenant * will be landed before this letter comes 
to your bands : he is the finest gentletnan we have, 
and of an excellent understanding and capacity for 
business : if I were with your grace, I would say 
tnore ; but leave it to yotir own sagacity. 

I will only venture to say one thing relating to 
Ireland, because I believe it Will be of use that your 
grace shduld know it. If your house of commons 
should ilin into any violences disagreeable to us 
here, it will be of the worst consecjuences imagina- 
ble to that kingdom : for, I know no maadm more 
strongly m^ntained at present in our court, than that: 
her majesty ought to exert her power to the utmost,^ 
Upon any uneasinesses given on your side to herself t 
her. servants r neither can I answer, that even 
legislative power here may not take cognizance 
any thing that may pass among you, in opposit 
to the persons and principles that are now favouieir ■ rl 
by the queen. Perhaps I am gone too far; am^^d 
therefore shall end, without any ceremony. ^ 

Your grace's, &c. 

Direct to me under co\'er to Erasmus Levies, esq — ^ 
at Mr. secretary Bromley^s office at WhitehaU. 

• Charles Talbot, dAt of Shtcwsbnrjr* It wai xeaurited is ei^^m- 
tnordinaiy^ that the doke's principal domesticks were whip ; pt^ ^^^- 
ticolarly his secretary, sir John Stanley ; his chaplain. Dr. Tin 
thy Goodwyn (advanced to the bishoprtck of Kilmore in 17149 ; 
to Cashel in 1727} ; and foroc others. 
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^ROM LORD CHANCELLOR PHIPPS. 
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DUBLIN, OCT 24^ I7l3i 



Jl AM indebted to you for your kind letters of the 
eighth and tenth instant^ and I very heartily ac- 
knowledge the obligation. That of the eighth gave 
mc a great many melancholy tboaghts, when I re* 
fleeced upon the danger our constitution is in, by 
cbe neglect and supineness of our friends, and the 
xrigilance and unanimity of our enemies : but 1 hope 
your parliament proving so good will awaken our 
fiiendSj and unite them more firmly^ and make them 
more active. 

That part of your letter of the tenth, which re- 
lilted to my son, gave me great satisfaction ; for 
though the commissioners here hare heard nodiing 
of it, yet I believed Mr. Keightley might bring over 
fxAl instructions in it : but he is arrived, and knows 
nothing of it; so that whatever good intentions my 
lord treasurer had in relation to ray son, his lordship 
Has forgotten to give any directions concerning him ; 
for, whh lirmj things are just as they were when yon 
left Dublin. If you will be so kind to put his lord- 
dhipin mind of it, you will be very obliging. 

I cannot discharge the part of a friend, if I omit 
to let you kooxv that your great neighbour * at St* 
Pulchefs is very angry with you. He accuses you 
forgoing away without taking your leave of him, 
^d intends in a litde time to compel you to reside 
^tjour deanery. He lays some other things to your 
cfaafge, which you shall know in a little time* 

^Ve hourly expect my lord Jicutcnant -f. The 
Tlic af diliiiliQp of Dublin, + Duke of Shrewibury* 

V 2 whigs 
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whigs begin to be sensible they must expect no 
great countenance from him, and begin to be a 
little down in the mouthy since they find Broderick 
is not to be their speaker *. I am, with very great 
truth, your most obedient humble servants- 



t'ROM DR-DAVENANTf. 

SIR, Windsor, noV. 3, 1713^ 

1 OU have the character of employing, in good 
offices to others, the honour and happiness yoo 
have of being often with my lord treasurer. This 
use of your access to him is an uncommon instance 
of generosity, deserving the highest praises; fori 
most commonly, men are most apt to convert saA 
a^lvantages to their own single interest, without any 
regard of others ; though, in my poor opinion, not 
so wisely. Acts of friendship create firiends, even 
among strangers, that taste not of them ; and in my 
experience, I hardly ever knew a man friendly in Ac 
course of his proceedings, but he was supported in 
the world; ingratitude being the vice, of which the 
generality of men are most ashamed to be thought 
Gfuiltv. 

My son ;{; and I have reasons to return you our 
Hianks, for what you have already done of this kind 

* lie was, however, chosen speaker, by a majority of four voicei' 
I Ifispcctor general of imports and exports. He died Nof.^ 

t Henry Davenant, esq., who had been employed id Gcfimbj* 
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■.E^ hb favour, and we beg the continuance of it, 
^dCmjibters of state have such multiphcity of business, 
i rVi^t it is no wonder, if they forget low individuals ; 
an cj in such a case, private persons must be beholderi 
to some good natured man, to put those in power in 
n^i nd of them : otherwise they may be forgotten^ till 
ol^zl. age overtakes them. Such well disposed re- 
m^mnbrancers deserve acceaSj familiarity, and interest 
^"v-i^li great men ; and perhaps, they are the most use^ 
fix 1 servants they can countenance in their hours of 
leisure. 

I need not tell you, that in point of lime, he is 

^l^ove all pretenders to foreign business ; that his 

^ftmirs have now depended almost three years ; that 

*i3 t:he interim, it has gone very hard with him ; and 

tH^t he gave a very early instance of his zeal to the 

pre' sent administration* But what he builds his 

^^opes most upon, is the promise my lord treasurer 

'^'a.s pleased to make to the duke of Shrewsbury, 

JUst as his grace left Windsor, that a provision should 

be made for Mr- Davenant, We must entreat ^ ou to 

"«id some lucky moment of representing to my lord, 

^nat the young man is pressed by a nearer concern 

^'^a.n that of making his fortune, and that lovers can 

na^rdly be persuaded to be as patient as other men. 

T*He duke has carried his mistress from him, and will 

^ot consent to make him happy, till he sees him in 

^^r^ieway of being settled ; in which how anxious 

•'^ny delay must he (possession depending upon it) 

^^ leaves you to judge, who have so well studied 

*^^i\kind, and who know, that love is a passion, in 

^"^e of lus age, much stronger than ambition. I beg 

yoxir^ pardon for this long trouble, and am, sir. 

Your most humble and most obedient servant^ 
CHAKLES DAVENANT, 



294 LETTERS TO AN0 FOOM 

FROM THE DUCHESS OF ORMOXD. 

DOCTOn, NOV. 3, 1713, ELEVEN AT K16HT. 

X HOPE your servant has told you, I sent to beg 
the favour of you to come hither to night ; ^ 
since you could not conveniently, I hope you will 
not deny me the satisfaction of seeing you to mor- 
row morning. My lord ^oins with me in that le- 
questy and will see no company but you. I hope 
you will come before ten o'clock, because he is to 
go at that hour to Windsor. I beg your pardon far 
sending so early as I have ordered them to carry tius; 
but the fear of your being gone abroad^ if they went 
later, occasioned that trouble given you by^ sir, youi 
most sincere 

and iHQSt faithful humble servant, 

M, ORMOND, 



TO LORD TREASURER OXFORD, 

ON THE D£ATH OF HIS DAUGHTBB, THE MARCUIOXBS 
OF CAERMAKTHEN *, 

MY LORD, NOV. 21, 1713. 

JL OUR lordship is the person in the world to whom 
every body ought to be silent upon such an occasioo 

* The marchioness was married Nov. 15^ 171a ; hioaght to bed 
of a son (afterward duke of Leeds), No^, 6, 1713; and did 
Nov. 20j aged z8« 

IS 
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as this, which is only to be supported by the greatest 
wisdom and strength of mind ; wherein, Grod knows^ 
the wisest^end best of us, who would presume to offer 
their thoughts, are far your inferiours. It is true, 
indeed, that a great misfortune is apt to weaken the 
mind, and disturb the understanding. This, indeed, 
might be some pretence to us to administer our conir 
•olations, if we had been wholly strangers to the per- 
son gone. But, my lord, whoever had the honour 
to know her, wants a comforter as much as your 
lordship ; because, though their loss is not so great, 
yet they have not the same firmness and prudence, 
to support the want of a friend, a patroness, a bene* 
iactor, as you have to support that of a daughter. 
My lord, both religion and reason forbid me to have 
the least concern for that lady's death, upon her own 
account ; and he must be an ill christian, or a per^ 
feet stranger to her virtues, who would not wish him- 
^If, with all submission to God Almighty's will, in 
her condition. But your lordship, who has lost such 
a daughter, and we, who have lost such a friend, 
and the world, which has lost such an example, 
have, in our several degrees, greater cause to lament, 
than, perhaps, was ev^r given by any private person 
^ before ; for, my lord, I have sat down to think of 
every ami;iblc quality that could enter into the com- 
position of a lady, and could not single out one, 
which she did not possess in as high a perfection as 
human nature is capable of. But as to your lord- 
ship's own particular, as it is an unconceivable mis- 
fortune to have lost such a daughter, 1^ it is a pos- 
session which few can boast of, to have had such a 
daughter. I have often said to your lordship, '< That 
^* I never knew any one by many degrees so happy 

V 4 ♦* in 
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*' in their domesticks as you ;" and I affirni yoo are 
so still, though not by so many degrees : from 
whence it is very obvioLis, that your lordship should 
reflect upon what you have left, and not upon what 
you have lost. 

To say the trutli, my lord, you began to be too 
happy for a mortal ; much more happy than is usual 
with the dispensations of Providence long lo continue- 
You had been the great instrument of preserving your 
country firom foreign and domestick ruin : you have 
had the felicity of establishing your family in the 
greatest lustre, without any obligation to the bounty 
of your prince, or any industry uf your own : you 
have triumphed over the violence and treachery of 
your enemies, by your courage and abilities : and by 
the steadiness of your temper, over the inconstancy 
and caprice of your friends. Perhaps your lordship 
has felt too much complacency within yourself, upoo 
this universal success: and God Almighty^ who would 
not disappoint your endeavours for the pub1ick» 
thought tit to punish you with a domestick loss, where 
he knew, your heart was most exposed ; and at llic 
same time, has fulfilled his own wise purposes, by 
rewarding in a better life, that excellent creature be 
has taken from you, 

I know not, my lord, why I write this to you, nor 
hardly what I am writing. I am sure, it is not from 

r-compliance with form; it is not from 



inking 



any- 

that I can give your lordship any ease, I think it 
was an impulse upon me that I should say some- 
thing : and whether I shall send you what I have 
written, I am yet in doubt, i5V*. 

• This ccmsohfory eptiilc has been said to be '* the fijieit, per* 
fclpSj thar tvtf was written,*' See Anwaml Re^httr for 1765. 

FIIOM 
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FROM JUDGE NUTLEY*. 

SIR, DUBLIN, NOV. 21, 1713. 

1 CANNOT help telling you that I think you do 
me great wrong in charging me with being too civil, 
and with want of plainness in my letters to you. If 
you will be abundant in your favours to me, how 
can I forbear thanking you ? and if you will call 
that by a wrong name, that is your fault, and not 
mine. I hope I shall be able to convince you of 
your mistake, by putting you in the place of the 
party obliged ; and then I will show you, that I can 
be as ready as you are in doing good offices for a 
fHend, and when I have done them, can treat you 
as you do me, as if you were the benefactor, and I 
had received the favour : I am sorry I did not keep a 
copy of my letter to you, that I might compare it 
with that which I shall have from you, whenever I 
shall be so happy as to receive one from you upon 
that subject ; for I am thoroughly persuaded, you 
will then as much outdo me in civility of expres- 
sion, as you do now in the power of conferring 
favours* 

• Mr, Richard Nutley went to Ireland as counsel to the commis- 
sioners of the forfeited estates in that kingdom ; and acquired such 
practice as enabled him to allow Mr. William Nutley, a dissipated 
elder brother in England, 300I. a year out of his profits, in lieu 
of an estate of 140L a year which he was fearful would be alienated 
from the family. ly'tUlam was the author of the celebrated little * 
poem, called " Dr. Radcliffe's Advice to Lady Dursley ;" and, 
when his circumstances were much in the decline, received a most 
Boblc benefaction from that benevolent physician. 

By 
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FROM MR. POPE. 

SIR, BINPlELDy DEC. 6^ 1713. 

JN OT to trouble you at present with a recital of all 
my obligations to you, I shall only mention two 
things, which I take particularly kind of j-ou : yoar 
desire that I should write to you, and your proposal 
of giving me twenty guineas to change my religion; 
which last you must give me leave to make the sub- 
ject of this letter. 

Sure no clergyman ever offered so much out of his 
own purse for the sake of any religion. It is altDOSt 
as many pieces of gold, as an Apostle could get of 
silver, from the priests of old, on a much more 
valuable consideration. I believe it will be bctw 
worth my while to propose a change of my f;uth by 
subscription, than a translation of Homer. And, ta 
convince you how well disposed I am to the refor- 
mation, I shall be content, if you can prevail vnih 
my lord treasurer and the ministry to rise to the same 
sum each of them, on this pious account, as mylord 
Halifax has done on the profane one. I am afnud 
there is no being at once a poet and a good christian; 
and I am very much straitened between the two, wliOc 
the whigs seem willing to contribute as much to 
continue me the one, as you would to make nic the 
other. But, if you can move every man in the 
government, who has above ten thousand pounds a 
year, to subscribe as much as yourself, I shall 
become a convert, as most men do, when the Lord 
turns it to my interest. I know they have the truth 

of 
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of religion so much at heart, that they would cer- 
tainly give more to have one good subject translated 
from popery to the church, of England, than twenty 
Heathenish authors out of any unknown tongue into 
ours. I therefore commission you, Mr. dean, with 
full authority to transact this affair in my name, and 
to propose as follows. First, that as to the head of 
our church, the pope, I may engage to renounce 
his power, whensoever I shall receive any particular 
indulgences from the head of your church, the 
queen. 

As to communion in one kind, I shall also pro* 
mise to change it for communion in both, as soon 
as the ministrv will allow me. 

For invocations to saints, mine shall be turned to 
dedications to sinners, when I shall find the great 
ones of this world, as wilHng to do me an}^ good, as 
I believe those of the other are. 

You see I shall not be obstinate in the main points; 
but there is one article I must reserve, and which 
you seemed not unwilling to allow me, prayer for 
the dead. There are people to whose souls I wish 
as well as to my own ; and I must crave leave, hum- 
bly to lay before them, that, though the subscrip- 
tions abovementioned will suffice for myself, there 
are necessary perquisites and additions, which I must 
demand on the score of this charitable article. It is 
also to be considered, that the greater part of those, 
whose souls I am most concerned for, were unfortu- 
nately hereticks, schismaticks, poets, painters, ot 
persons of such lives and manners, as few or no 
churches are willing to save. The expense will 
therefore be the greater, to make an effectual provi- 
sion for the said souls. 

Old 
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Old Dryden, though a roman citholick^ was a 
jpoet ; and it is revealed in the visions of some an- 
cient saints, that no poet was ever saved under some 
hundreds of masses, t cannot set his delivery from 
purgatory at less than fifty pounds sterling. 

Walsh was not only a Socinian, but (what yoii will 
own is harder to be saved) a whig. He cahnat 
modestly be rated at less than a hundred. 

L'Estrange, being a tory, we compute him but at 
twenty pounds ; which I hope no friend of the psuty 
can deny to give^ to keep him firom danming in the 
next Hfe, considering they never gave him sixpence 
to keep him from starving in this* 

All this together amounts to one hundred and 
seventy pounds. 

In the next place, I must desire you to represent, 
that there are several of my friends yet living, whom 
I design, God willing, to outlive, in consideration of 
legacies ; out of which it is a doctrine in the re- 
formed church, that not a farthing shall be allowed, 
to save their souls who gave them. 

There is one ♦ ♦ * ♦ who will die within these few 
months ; with ******* one Mr. Jervas, who 
hath grievously offended, in making the likeness of 
almost all things in Heaven above and earth below. 
And one Mr. Gay, an unhappy youth, who writes 
pastorals during the time of divine service ; whose 
case is the more deplorable, as he hath miserably 
lavished away all that silver he should have reserved 
for his soul's health, in buttons and loops for his 
coat. 

I cannot pretend to have these people honestly 
saved under some hundred pounds, whether you 
consider the difficulty of such a work, or the ex- 
treme 
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trettie love and tenderness I bear them ; which will 
infallibly make me push this charity as far as I am 
able. 

There is but one more whose salvation I insist upon ; 
and then I have done ; but indeed it may prove of so 
much greater charge ttian all the rest, that I will only 
lay the case before you and the ministry, and leave 
to their prudence and generosity what sum they shall 
think fit to bestow upon it. 

Ttie person I mean is Dr» Swift; a dignified clergy- 
man^ but one, who, by his own confession, has com- 
posed more libels than sermons. If it be true, what 
I have heard often affirmed by innocent people, 
** That too much wit is dangerous to salvation;'* 
this unfortunate gentleman must certainly be damned 
to all eternity. But I hope his long experience in 
the worlds and frequent conversation with great men, 
Uriil cause him (as it has some others) to have less 
nnd less wit every day. Be it as it will, I should not 
think my own soul deserved to be saved, if I did not 
endeavour to save his ; for t have all the obligations 
in nature to him- He has brought me into better 
Company than I cared for, made me merrier when I 
Uras sick than I had a mind to be, and put me upon 
xnaking poems on purpose that lie might alter 
'them, &^. 

I once thought I could never have discharged my 
debt to his kindness ; but have lately been informed, 
t:o my unspeakable comfort, thrit I have more than 
fMid it all. For monsieur dc Montaigne has assured 
rne, '^ That the person who receives a benefit obliges 
*^ the giver :" for, since the chief endeavour of one 
friend is to do good to the other^ he who administers 
both the matter and occasion^ is the man w^ho is 

liberah 



mrra Jiz rins rssc x is Tiiiyfwlrfr Dr. Swift shoula 
'sc ^rer ^cr -ir :xnr .2C3r» js -mufr?^ sand alrcad j 
2csL riir :ne Jlii^ s, le 307 rrarcr dsl j more obli 

^53 JUBt aotxnxw 

■urn 'iiin age hnnthtc seriaii^ 

A. POP^^E. 

I osrs iriihiid thc 3ctc ac lixc Lock ; but I bclinr^ 
I X27 'X17 iiic zli Clinama^ wichoui hindiaa^ 



TO St^HOP STERNE. 

KT i:aj3. LO!nK>!r« dec. ip, I7i* '^* 

X HA v'E 'ssiz lectors rom jou to ackooirledge, oL^c^mc 
ct -iie dfi:. xr^c rhe other o£ the eleventh insta LJ ^ '" ^ 
I i.-:i -trr z^dd :r .:cs la or way to do any service ' ^ 
>»Ir. W:iT2lI. izd :iir his merits and mv inclinatioL^^^^^ 
agrse io -iviH. I wrlre this post to Dr. Synge, ' ^ 
aCT-j.t hjn. I im glad your lordship tliinks of r^""^*^ 
movui^ your p^J-Lce to the old, or some better plac t:^^^ 
I -xii?. I Tire r.eir enough to gire my approbarioc:^^* 
and :r y :u do r.or chsX?3^ till summer, I shall, Gc:^^^ 
T^illir.r. icter.d you. Your second letter is abo^^^ 
Dr. Maxfh, who 15 one I always loved, and hair^--^^'^ 
iho.vr: :t h:ely, by doing every thing he could dcsL^^-*^ 
fr'jrn a brother. I should be glad for some reasor^^K-''* 
that he would get a recommendation from the lo^crDn* 
lieutenant, or at least that he be named. I canr""^* 
^ay more at this distance, but assure him, that all cf^ ~i^^ 

i ire 
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care is taken of him, I have bad an old scheme, as 
your lordship may remember^ of dividing the bishop- 
ricks of Kilmore and Ardagh ** I advised it manf 
months agOj and repeated it lately ; and the queen 
and ministry, I suppose, are fallen into it* I did 
likewise lay very earnestly before proper persons the 
justice, and indeed necessity, of choosing to pro- 
mote those of the kingdom ; which advice has been 
hearkened to, and I hope will be followed. I would 
likewise say something in relation to a friend of your 
lordship*s ; but I can only venture thus much, that 
It was not to be done, and you may easily guess the 
reasons. 

1 know not who are named among you for the 
preferments ; and, my lord, this is a very nice point 
to talk of at the distance I am, I know a person 
there better qualified perhaps, than any that will suc- 
ceed. But, my lord, our thoughts here are, that 
your kingdom leans too much one way ; and believe 
mc, it cannot do so long, while the queen and admi^ 
nistration here act upon so very different a foot* 
This is more than I care to say* I should be thought 
a very vile man^ if I presumed to recommend to a 
— *|* my own brother, if he was the least disin- 
clined to the present measures of her majesty and 
ministry here. Whoever is thought to do so must 
shake off that character, or wait for other junctures. 
This, my lord, I beUeve you will find to be true; 
and I will for once venture a step farther, than per- 
^ps discretion should let me ; that I never saw so 

^ These sees were theii vacant, and were granted the month foU 
•"•'''ing to the Itjrd lictitenani's chapbtn, Dr* Godwyn. 
"I* " A bishoprkk,** witliuut doubt, 

,"V0L. XI. 
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great a firmness in the court, as there now is, t 
l^urstre those measures, upon which this mini: 
tegan, whatct^cr some people may pretend to thin! 
to the contrary : and Were certain objections tnadG 
against some persons we both know, I be)]e?e t 
might have been instrumental to the service of 
^hom I much esteem. Pick what you can out of 
this^ and believe me to be ever yours, Gf<r, 



FROM LORD PRIMATE LINDSAY. 



sin, 



DEC. 26, 1713-^ 



1 OURS of December the 8th I have recei? 
and have obeyed your commands ; but atH mt 
troubled to find, that the trade of doing ill office^ -^is 
still continued. As for my part, I can entirely cl ^ur 
myself from either writing or saying any thing to 
any one's prejudice upon this occa^on*; ami. h 
others have wounded mc in the dark, it is no tsk^Gtt 
than they have done before; for archbishop TillotSMm 
formerly remarked^ that if he should hearken to 
what the Irish clergy said of one another, thene i^w 
aot a man in the whole country* that ought to be 
ppefcrred. 

We arc now adjourned for a forrnight, and tit 
commons for three weeks. 1 hear our lord lieu^c 
nant is not t^ell pleased^ that tve have ad 

• Tlifre wa^ at this time » great diHeraioe bcmcen the 
jotds and commons in Ireland, ^boai rhc brd chaticellcf ! 
thst kingdom ; rhe kctcf tddreviing the queen to temoTc him 
hb fQSff and ihc former addrc&iing in hb &vour. 

*1 
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short of them : and 1 fancy the queen will not he 
wcU pleased, that the commons have had so little 
regard to the dispatch of publick business, as to 
inaJie so long an adjournment as three weeks : and 
indeed they lowly seem to intimate, that if the lord 
chancellor* is not removed by that time, they will 
give her majesty no more money ; and indeed some 
of tbem do not stick to say as much ; and think it a 
duty incumbent on the crown, to turn out that mi- 
nister (how innocent' soever he be) whom tlte com- 
mons have addressed against* 

I think it is plain to any who know the state of 
affairs here, that no party hath strength enough di- 
rectly to oppose a money bill in this kingdom, when 
the government thinks fit to exert itself j as to be 
sore it always will do upon such occasions : and the 
halfpay officers, no doubt, will readily come in to 
that supply J out of which they are to receive their 
pay. But should all fail, yet the queen still may 
make herself easy, by disbanding two of thre'^ regi- 
ments, and striking off some unnecessary pensions, 

Hobbes, in his Behemoth, talks of a heigh th in 
time as well as place ; and if ever there was a heighth 
in time here, it is certainly now ; for some men seera 
to carry things higher, according to their poor power, 
than they did in England in l64L And now they 
threaten (and I am pretty well assured, have resolved 
upon it) that if the chancellor is not discarded, they 
wiU impeach him before the lords in England. But 
they have no more to say against him, than what 
cir address contains, I think they will go upon no 
wbe errand. 




• Sir ConitaDiInc Pljipj>s. 
X2 
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loatfisocaoi bnrdBt ^«k«L 

iTxncr ^anri^. aod tbceaorr I ixsi^ sdc Tmnnr 

ii'j.Tii TOC3S : but if ti>c psrrsftuieAii 

to s:^ Tc/s may cxpta a gi 

(x int ouirixns larc takca opan mruHr'w aE 

a court of -adicmue, hsre tskca 

of t:^ jucgc3 bands about monkr 

bcrty without rrcr applrzig td lbs e? 



them; aiid before txial have vausd tiir 

ofHcen to ha\'e done tbtir duty, Mnd acq 

telres i^e!I, when pcKsiblr the 

tFiat wmc may still be hanged ibr that 

in my poor opinion, is entiidr dtssracaw^ ct 

and the freedom of elections. 

I am your most humble 




lO ARCHBISHOP KIXG. 

MV }<)\\\fy LONDON, DEC. 3lj. 1713. 

Y (JlJK grace's letter, which I received bar htf 
post, IS of an earlier date than what have since ar- 
rived. We have received the address for removing 
the chancellor, and the counter addresses from the 
Irjrds and convocation ; and you will know, befve 
this reaches you, our sentiments of them here. I 
am at a loss what to say in this whole atiair. When 
1 writ to you before, I dropped a word on purposcftr 
you to lake notice of; that our court seemed it- 
s'ohed to be very firm in their resolutions about Ire- 
bad. 
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EJand, I ihink it impossible for the two kingdoms to 
proceed long upon a different scheme of politicks. 
The controversy with the city I am not master of: 
ft took its rise before I ever concerned myself in the 
Iffairs of Ireland, fanhcr than to be an insimment 
of doing some services to the kingdom, for which I 
have been ill requited, But| my lord, the question 
with us here isj whether there was a necessity that 
the other party should be a majority ? There was put 
into my hands a list of your house of commons by 
some who know the kingdom well : I desired they 
would ras they often do here) set a mark on the 
names of those who would be for the ministry, who 
I found amounted to one hundred and forty-tliree, 
which I think comes within an equality: twenty 
names besides they could not determine upon ; so 
tliat^ suppose eight to be of the same side^ there 
would be a majority by one : but besides, we reckon 
I that the first number, one hundred and forty-three, 
I would easily rise to a great majority > by the influence 
^Bf the government, if that had been thought fit* 
^TTiis is demonstration to us; for, the government 
there has more inlluence, than the court here ; and 
yet our court carried it for many years against a na- 
tural majority, and a much greater one, I shall not 
examine the reasons among you for proceeding other- 
wise ; but your grace will tind tliat we are determined 
upon the conclusion, which is, that Ireland must 
proceed on the same foot with England, I am of 
opinion, my lord, that nothing could do more hurt 
to the whig party in both kingdoms, than their man- 
ner of proceeding in your house of commons. It 
will confirm the crown and ministry that there can be 
no safety while thgse people are able to give distur- 
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SIO LXT3 

bars^c; asri '.urirrd tiae HfcrKi 

L.^Tt^ i?e uri3j to be facficvcd 

t::.lik s worrh oar »i* to be 

age oar c^gnary oi^ far 7OQOQL m 

p!j«kidu k flar oat be 

oetzts; asd vbea tbere &i3 be 

lamest, we are caafidenta 

with a mavxitr of men ia die 

arui chtxrdi ; for, vfaea the 

to regard cttfacr, «e k)ok vpoa wbA \mvb iiiiwn 10 

tigmfj DO more than if diej vcic penaed bf my kid 

Whartoo, or Mr. M okswunh *. I fasve xAved 

recj much for mj tendcnicsi to mne persoos of thtt 

pany, which I still preserre ; but I bdieve it wiB 

not be long in mj power to aerre those who my 

want it. It would be endka to iccoont to your 

grace the rq>roacbes that have been made me, OQ 

account of your neighbour. 

It is but true, my- lord^ we do not care to be 
troubled mth the affiurs of Ireland ; bat, dieit 
being no war, nor meeting of parliament, we hin 
leisure at present : besides, we look on oorselyes is 
touched in the tenderest part. We know the whig 
party are preparing to attack us next sessions, ind 
their prevailing in Ireland, would, we think, be i 
great strength and encourageipent to them here: 
besides, our remissness would dishearten our firieads, 
and make them think we acted a trimming ganie. 
'!^'here are some things which we much wonder at, 
as they are represented : the address for rcmoviog 
the chancellor is gprounded upon two hjcts ; in the 
former of which, he was only concerned with sert* 

* Created lord viscount Molesworth, by kii^ George I^ 

ol 
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ral others. The criminal was poor and penitent i 
and a mli prosequi was no illegal thing- As tQ 
Moore's business^ the chanGeUor*3 speech on that 
occasion has been transmitted hither, and seems to 
clear him from the imputation of prejudging. 
Another thing we wonder at, is^ to find the com* 
mons in their rotes approve the sending for the 
guards, by whom a man was killed. Such a ihing 
would, they say, look monstrous in England, 

Your grace seems to think they would not break 
on money matters ; but we are taught another opi^ 
nion, that they will not pass the great bill until they 
have satisfaction about the chancellor ; and what th^ 
consequence of that will be, I suppose you may guess 
from what you know by this time. 

My lord, we can judge no othenviie here than hf 
the representations made to us, I sincerely look 
upon your grace to be master of as much wisdom 
and lagacity, as any person I have known ; and from 
my particular respect to you and your abilities, shall 
never presume to censure your proceedings, until I 
am fully apprised of the matter. Your grace is 
looked upon here ai altogether in the other party* 
which I do not allow when it is laid to me, I con* 
ceive you to follow the dictates of your reason and 
conscience; and whoever does that, will, in publick 
inanagement, often differ as well from one side as 
another. 

As to myself, I take Ireland to be the worst pUee 
to be in while the parikment sits ; and probably I 
may think the same of England in a month or two, 
I have few obligations (farther than personal friend- 
ship and civilities) to any part)' : I have nothing to 
ii3k £gf but a little money to pay my dcbts^ which I 
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doubt they nearer will give me ; and wanting y 
to judge better, I follow those who, I tbkifj^ 
most for preserving the church and state, .fi^ 
examining whether they do so from a piU|)^' 
virtue or of interest, .| 

•t 



FROM LORD PRIMATE LINDS^ 

6IB, JAN. 5, lyfiB 

X OURS I received the 2d instant, and uaifSt 
got Mr. Justice Nutley to write to the .J^t 
Killala, at Kells, to know of him, whn^i 
4;ould get him translated to the bishopricki;|^J 
he would accept of it : and this day we npti 
answer, that it was not worth his while tfbL 
family so far northward, for so little atei> 
that bishoprick would bring him ; hb o\ 
upward of a thousand pounds a year, ani 
not much above eleven hundred. The fca 
I got judge Nutley to write, was, because 
hended it might seem irksome to him to be 
by myself to accept of what I left : thou 
same time I can assure you, I have done 
than saved myself whole by that bishof 
he might, if he pleased, in a little timf 
ceived 1600I. or 1700I. for fines; so t 
comes time enough to your hands, you ' 
any farther motion that way. But if ^I 
I believe it would be an acceptable po 
tfuth ifl^ he has always, in the worst of t 
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honest tj% and behaved himself as a trae son of the 
church. In the mean time, be assured, the judge 
knows not that you are concerned in this affair. 

There is a gentleman, whom I believe you must 
have heard of, Dr. Andrew Hamilton % archdeacon 
of Raphoej a man of good learning and abiUties, 
and one of great interest in that country, whom 1 
could wish you would move for (since the bishop of 
Killala refuses) m succeed mc in Raphoe, as one diat 
is the most likely to do good in that part of the 
countryj of any one man I know. 

And now be pleased to accept my thanks for the 
^reat senices you have done me ; and as you have 
contributed much to my advancement, so t must 
desire you, upon occasion, to give me your farther 
assistance for the service of the church. 

The parliament is prorogued to the 16th instant; 
but the whigs continuing obstinate, and deaf to all 
persuasions to carry on the queen* .^ business with peace 
and gentleness, we conclude it must be dissolved- 

If this should not come time enough to your 
handsi to prevent the bishop of Killala*s letter for a 
translation to Raphoe, I will labour all I canto make 
htm easy. 

• Though recoTOTncndcd by the primttre to succeed him In the 
t«e of Kaphoci be was not preferred to it; Dr. Edward Syngc 
being then advanced to that bishoprick^ 
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FROM LORD CHANCELLOR PHIPPS. 



DEAH fIBj 



PUBLIC, JAN. 15, 1713* 



xVIANY of my letters from London tcU me how 
much I am obliged to you for your friendly solicita- 
tion on my son's behalf, which \ivill be always re- 
membered by us both, with the same gmtitude, as 
if it had succeeded. I had congratulations ^om the 
duke of Ormond, my lord Bolingbroke, and others^ 
on account of my son*s having the place, for they 
sent me word it was actually done ; and several other 
persons had letters of it, and our friends were ex* 
trcmcly rejoiced at the well timing qf it, and it was 
a great addition to the mortification of the whigs: 
and the disappointment will be a cause of great joy 
to them. But in this, and all other things, I sub- 
mit to the judgment of my superiours, who know best 
ivhat is fit to be done. As to looking out for any 
thing else for my son, there is nothing else here, that 
I know is fit for him ; and if any thing worth Im 
having falls in England, it will be disposed of before I 
can have notice of it. B 

We are told by every body, that the rest of mir " 
Tacant bishopricks will be filled to our satisfaction : 
if they are, you must be one of them- But if you 
are resolved, that you will not yet episcopari hm^ 
give me leave to recommend to you an affair of my 
lord Abcrcorn's, which is, that you would consent _ 
to the agreement the vicars choral have made witb ■ 
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him for renewing his lease*, I am informed there 
are some misundcf standings between yoy. It is very 
unhappy there should be any difference between two 
such sure and great friends to the common cause, I 
do assure you^ we are very much obliged to my lord 
Abercorn for his great service in these times of dif- 
ficulty J he is as good a friend as any in the world, 
and as bad an enemy j and I am very sure, if yoo 
would make him a compliment, and oblige him ia 
this matter, you would gain an entire true friend of 
him for the future^ and oblige a great many of your 
friends here^ who have all a great value and esteem 
for him. 

I hearrily congratulate you on her majesty's re* 
CO very, and the good effect it has had in uniting 
our friends* That, together with the reiolution that 
is taken to support the church interest, will, with* 
out doubt, in a little time render all things easy and 
quiet in both kingdoms ; though as yet our whigs 
here are as obstinate and perverse as ever. The com- 
mons are resolved, they will give no money till I am 
removed : and the aldermen will not own my lord 
mayor, nor proceed to any election, notwithstanding 
the opinion of all the judges here^ and of the at- 
torney general, and all the queen's council (except 
sir Joseph Jekyll) in England, 

I wish you many happy new years, and should be 
very proud to receive your commands here, being, 
with the utmost sincerity and esteem, your most 
obedient humble servant, 

CON. PHIPPS. 



♦ This lease wai for the greatest part of York si reef » in whkh 
lord Abcrcom lived; and hy the terms of their chancTi the vicars 
chorai cann0t make leaies, without content of the dean and 
chapter- 
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FROM THE EARL OF ANGLESEY. 

MR*. DEAN, DUBLIN, JAN. l6, 1713-14. 

X OU judged extremely right of me, that I should, 
with great pleasure, receive what you tell me, that 
my endeavours to serve her majesty, in this king- 
dom, are agreeable to my lord treasurer, and the rest 
of the ministers. I have formerly so freely expressed 
to you the honour I must always have for his lord- 
ship, that I think I cannot explain myself more fully 
on that subject. But, what his lordship has already 
done for the church, and the church interest here, 
and what we have assurance will soon be done, will 
give his lordship so entire a command in the affec- 
tions of all honest men here (which are not a few) 
that I am persuaded, he will soon find Ireland an 
easy part of the administration. For, it is my firm 
opinion, that steady and vigorous measures will so 
strengthen the hands of our friends in both kingdoms, 
that after the efforts of despair (which never last 
long) are over, her majesty and her ministers will re- 
ceive but little trouble from the faction, either on 
this or on your side of the water. 

You are very kind to us in your good offices for 
Mr. Phipps, because a mark of favour so seasonablyi 
as at this time, conferred on lord chancellor's son, 
will have a much greater influence, and reach farther 
than his lordship's person. I am preparing for my 
journey, and I hope I shall be able to lay such a 
state of this kingdom before my lord treasurer, as 

auy 
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may prevent future disappointments^ when it shall 
be thought necessary to hold a parliament. If this 
parliament is not to sit after the present prorogation, 
I do think, were I with you, I could offer some 
reasons why the filling the vacant bishopricks should 
be deferred for a little time. I praise God for his 
great goodness in restoring her majesty to her health ; 
the blessing of which, if we had no other way of 
knowing, we might learn from the mortification it 
lias given a certain set of men here. 

I shall trouble you with no compliments, because 
I hope soon to tell you how much I am, dear sir, 
yours, 

ANGLESEY. 



FROM THE EARL OF PETERBOROW. 

MARCH 5, 1713-14. 

<IU£RIES FOR DR. SWIFT, NEXT SATURDAY, AT 
DINNER. 

l^HETHER any great man, or minister, has 
favoured the earl of Peterborow with one single line 
since he left England*; for, as yet, he has not re- 
ceived one word from any of them, nor his friend of 
St. Patrick ? 

Whether, if they do not write till they know what 
to write, he shall ever hear from them ? 

Whether any thing can be more unfortunate, than 

* Endorsed '' lord Peterborow, abroad on embassies.'* 

to 
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to be overcome when strongest^ outwitted having 
fnorc wit, and baffled having most money ? 

Whether betwixt two stools the bottom goes to rhe 
ground (reverend dean) be not a good old proverb, 
which may give subject fojf daily meditation and^ 
jiiortification ? I 

I send the lazy scribbler a letter from the cictremi' 
lies of the earthy where I pass my time, admiring the M 
humility and patience of that power heretofore so " 
tenible ; and the new scene which we see, to wit, 
the most christian king waiting with so much le^g- 
nation and respect, to know the emperor s pleasi 
as to peace or wan 

Where I reflect with admiration upon the polirit 
of those, who, breaking with the old allies, dare not 
make use of the new ones ; who, pulling down the 
old rubbish and structure, do not erect a new fabrick 
on solid foundations. But this is not so much to the 
purpose; for, in the worid of the moon, provided 
toasting continue, the church and state can be in no 
danger. 

But^ alas ! in this unmerry country, where we 
have time to think, and are under the necessity of 
thinking, where impiously we make use of reason, 
without a blind resignation to Providencej the botdc» 
or chance what opinion think you we have of ib^ 
present management in the retined parts of the 
world, where there are just motives of fear ? Wlicfl 
neither steadiness nor conduct appears, and when 
the evil seems to come on apace, can it be bclierdt 
that extraordinary remedies arc not thought of? 

Heavens ! what is our fate ? What might hav^ 
been our portion, and what do we see in the age w^e 
HvcMn ? France and England, the kings of Spai^ 

and 
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and SicilVj perplexed and confounded by ^ head- 
strong youth*; one, who has lost so many king- 
doms by pride and folly ; and all these powerful na- 
tions at agaze, ignorant of their destiny ; not capa- 
ble of forming a scheme, which they can maintain, 
against a prince, who has neither ships, money, nor 
conduct. Some of the ministers assisted and sup- 
ported with absolute power^ others with a parliament 
at th^ir dispose, and the moat inconsiderable of them 
with the Indies at their tail. 

And what do I see in the centre, as it were, of 
ignorance and bigotry ? The first request of a par- 
hament to their king is to employ effectual meanr 
against the increase of priests ; the idle dcvourcrs of 
the fat of the land- We see churches, shut up by 
the order of the pope, set open by dragoons, to the 
general content of the people. To conclude, it fcH 
out, thit one of our acquaintance -^ found himself, 
at a great table the only excommunicated person by 
his holiness ; the rest, of the company eating and 
toasringj under anathemas, with the courage of a 
hardened heretick. 

Look upon the prose I send you. See, neverthe- 
less, what a sneaking 6gure he makes at the foot of 
the parson. Who could expect this from him ? But 
be thinks, resolves, and executes- 

If you can guess from whence tliis comes, address 
your letter to him, A messieurs Raffnd kX Fretti 

♦ Charles the twelfth of Sweden. 

+ Probably the Rev, Mr. George Berkeleyi fellow of Dublin 
collegtf who went chapUm and secretary to the earl of Peterborow 
to Skily, 2t the recommendiition of Du bwift.. 
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FROM LORD TREASURER OXFORD* 

WEDNBSDAT NIGHT. 

1 HA\^ heard, that some honest men, who m 
very innocent, are under trouble, touching a printed 
pamphlet. A friend of mine, an obscure penoiii 
but charitable, puts the enclosed bill in your haods^ 
to answer such exigencies as their case may imme& 
ately require. And I find he will do more, tius 
being ocdy for the present. If this comes safe to 
your hands, it is enough. 



* 'Eodoncd, « Locd treasarer Oidbrd's Icner to me in a < 
feit hand with the bill when the printcis were prosecQted hf At 
house of loids for a pmphlet. Letter with bill lool. Reodfd 
March 14, 17 13.14." This letter was sent to Dr. Swift, wba 
the printer Morphew was prosecuted by the house of loids, ftr 
" The publick Spirit of the Whigs i" a pamphlet written in axBwef 
to a tract of sir Richard Steele's, called The Crisisy and published 
on the second of March, 1 7 1 3. 14. All the Scots lords then in Loo- 
don went to the queen, and complained of the afironr put 00 diefl 
and their nation by the author ; upon which a proclamaTioii wai 
published by her mnjesty, offering a reward of three hundred poondi 
to discover him. 



TO 
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TO LORD TREASURER OXFORD*. 

May it please your lordship, March 18, 1713-14. 

JL URSUANT to her majesty's proclatnatioii of the 
fifteenth of this instant March, for discovering the 
author of a false, malicious, and faaious libel, en- 
titled, "ThePublickSpiritof the Whigs r wherein 
her majesty is graciously pleased to promise a reward 
of three hundred pounds, to be paid by your lord- 
ship, which said discovery I can make. But your 
lordship, or some persons under your lordship, have 
got such an ill name in paying such rewards. In- 
stance two poor men, viz. John Greenwood and 
John Bouch, who took and brought to justice six 
persons, vulgarly Mohocks ; which the said two poor 
men never received but twenty pounds, and the latter 
thirty; and they had no partners concerned with 
them, as appears by the attorney general's reports to 
your lordship ; which if I should be so served, to 
cause any persons to be punished, and be no better 
rewarded, will be no encouragement for me to do it; 
for these two poor men being so plaia a precedent for 
me to go by. Your lordship's most humble and 
most obedient servant. 

L. M. 

* Endorsed " A letter to lord treasurer, offering to discover 
^< the author of the pamphlet, called * The publick Spirit of t^ 
« Whigs." 
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HUMOUllOUS LINES BT LORD TllEASURER OXFOH 
SENT TO DR. SWItT, DR. ARBUTHNOT, MR. POI 
AND MR4 GAY. 



April 1V1714< Back Stairs^ past ^ 

Gay, 

In a sutnmoli!! so large^ which all clergjr c^c^i^f. 

tains, 
I must turn Dismal^s* convert, iwr part with ^mmj 

brains, 
Should I scruple to quit the back stairs for ycsur 

blind ones, 
Or refuse your true juncto -f* for one o f - ■■■ 

The following is their answer to his lordship, chi^sily 
written by the dean. 

Let not the whigs our tory club rebuke ; 
Give us our earl :}:, the devil take their duke ||^ 
Qtuedam qtueafUnent ad Scrlhlenimj 
Want your assistance now to clear ^em^ 

One day it will, be no disgrace, 

In Scribler to have had a place. 
Come thtfn,' my lord,- and take your part in 
The important history of Martin, 

* Dismal v/tt lord Nottingham* 

f Dr. Swift/ Dr. Arbmhnot, Mn Pope, and Mr. Ga/i wr 
writihg the hlatorj of Martihui Soiblehis ; and these four witii 
conjunction, are ttykd by lord txtMirtr a juncto* 

X Of Oxford. 

H OfMarlborou{h. 
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THE DEAN, 



A pox on all senders 
For any pretenders, 
Who tell us these troublesome stories 
In their dull humdrum key, 
Of arma virumque^ 
Hanoniie * qui prinncs ab oris. 
A pox too on Hanmer, 
Who prates like his gran-mere, 
And all his old friends would rebuke. 
In spire of the carle, 
Give us but our earl. 
The devil may take their duke. 
Then come and take part in 
The memoirs of Martin ; 
I,ay down your white staff and gray habit i 
For trust us, friend Mortimer, 
Should you live years forty more, 
JI^c olim mentinisse juvabiL 

* The duchy of Hainault. . 
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ii.ae:tf-i sr i^eriiii^. mc of fo Icie ase citlicr w 
:»L=i::t5 -r i."nv =^.ari:n ?: "nar I was cootcnt m 
?rsii -^ur i^'jere 32 2ixr "rva ^neiK iiicad&. Thi 
-r±fc^xr^ --Tic i a: nc?3 lil - rur ti>e tccxstanr ic- 
ri'TTi.: innsEif rr "rrie -nsc 3y iSRizsag me he hjd 

I vis iznz. ne -^aer iay. or at answer jm nafr 
?^ t*:ini:':«>:T jcrraif. vizia mQiacti dt yaii the fian 
2.-^: Ire*:- -*:ns :t oiir ociirr : -* Tluc tos cooki ofll 
- -il, :cr -r ru ski besa ^aoc dt Cagbsd x iortoigk.'* 
Ii 7 'v:r .(^rr^r. tcc zKSCca At madd of the avMii 
izn 19C17 X re E:^^^affd : bar the aiooa c han ges t»r 
rri-Z£ 33 :'.iir TrK«3. Bt both dtesc tnscaaces^ itip- 
rciir^ 7 :'- j*- f x rersr cpiskn. of oar steadiocss iba 
-f ittcrr*; f:r I do -tx rccie=:'?er. siacc you left 
- :. : :i.: * i 'z^-^ coc~-u^i ifco^e four days in tlic 
T.ime 'Tc s. If r.ur zuZwTss T^":a inr manner of cqb- 
ciTT- I iii--r: TIC. try locd, tbr the coacera I hirt 
:':' :he cocnnioa cxuse. «kh rektioa to afiavs both 
2.: r. :.-; ir.i iz:z^. ir.d rh:Di the personal lo« I 
'".^■ir :r o:r r".;r.i^ m pc^^rir, I never led a hfc so 
:'.:*i-z:.^*- j-ji-r li I c? 2: r^rfs^nr. OursinutioD 
I? fc 11-. ::.i: :ur«rfrr.:e5 coui<i not, without abui- 
cx'-zt t irv-r.:: T; ir»d ibility. have placed us soiS, 
ir ^le r.i:! !::> 1: rr»nrtly to their oianagenient. Fof 
rry o-jt. part, my head mrns round ; and after even* 
CO.-'. er?A-ion, I coT-.e aw^ay iust one degree worse ic- 
torr...d t:. = n I -a en:. I sm glad, for the honour 01 
our ration, to f.nd by your excellency's letter, tlut 
soiTiC Other courts have a share of frenzy, though not 
eqti^l, nor of the same nature with ours. The height 
of honest men s uishes at present is, to rub off this 
iC:sion; after which, nobody has the impudence » 

expect 
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^expect that we shall not initnediately fall to pieces : 
not is any thing I write the least secret^ even to a 
ivhig footman. 

The queen is pretty well at present ; but the least 
iisorder she has puis all in alarm ; and when it is 
>ver we act as if she were immortaU Neither is it 
possible to persuade people to nuake any preparations 
jainst an evil day. There is a negotiation now in 
land, which, I hope, will not be abortive : the 

^tatcs General are willing to declare themselves fully 
itisfied with the peace and tlie queen's measures, 
(s^c, and that is too popular a matter to slight. It is 
impossible to tell you whether the prince of Hanover 
intends to come over or not* I should think the 
latter, by the accounts I have seen ; yet our adver- 
saries coDtinue strenuously to assert otherwise ; and 
very industriously giv^e out, that the lord treasurer is 
at the bottom f which has given some jealousies not 
only to his best friendsj but to some I shall not name; 
yet I am confident they do him wrong. This for- 
midable journey is the' perpetual subject both of 
court and coffeehouse cliat. 

Our mysterious and uncuncerted ways of proceed- 
ing have, as it is natural > taught every body to be 
refiners, and to reason themselves into a thousand 
various conjectures. Even I, who converse most 
U ith people in power, am not free from this evil : 
and particularly, I thought myself twenty times in 
the riglrt, by drawing conclusions very regularly from 
premises wliich have proved wholly wrong, I think 

ilhis, however, to be a plain proof that we act alto- 

f,geiher by chance ; and that the game^ aucJi as it isj 
plays itself, 

T 1 3y 
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By the present enclosed in your excellency's let 
1 find the Sicilians to be bad delineators, and worse 
poets. As sneaking! y as the prince looks al the 
bishop's foot, I could have made him look ten times 
worse, and have done more right to the piece, by 
placing your excellency there, representing your 
mistress the queen, and delivering the crown to the 
bishop, with orders where to place it. I should Eke 
your new king very well, if he would make Sicily 
his constant residence, and use Savoy only as a mm- 
mendam. Old books have given me great ideas of 
that island. I imagine every acre there worth three 
in England { and that a wise prince, in such a situa- 
tion, would, after some years, be able to make what 
figure he pleased in the Mediterranean. 

The duke of Shrewsbur)% not liking the wratbcr 
on our side the water, continues in Ireland, although 
he formally took his leave there six weeks ago- Tom 
Harley is every hour expected here, and writes me 
word, ^* he has succeeded at Hanover to his wishes." 
Lord Stafford writes the same, and gives himself no 
little merit upon it. 

Barber the printer was, some time ago, in great 
distress, upon printing a pamphlet, of which cril 
tongues would needs call me the author*: he wm 
brought before your house, which addressed the 
queen in a body, who kindly published a proclama- 
tion with three hundred pounds to discover. The 
fault was, calling the Scots *' a fierce poor northern 
" people/' So well protected are those who scribble 
for the government ! Upon ^hich, I now put one 
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query to your excellency, What has a man without 
employment to do among ministers, when he can 
neither serve himself^ his friends, nor the publick } 

In my former letter, which I suppose was sent to 

Paris to meet you there, I gave you joy of the go- 

vemn^ent of Minorca. One advantage you have of 

being abroad, that you keep your friends ; and I can 

natne almost a dozen great men, who thoroughly 

hate one another, yet all love your lordship. If you 

have a mind to preserve their friendship, keep at a 

distance; or come over, and show your power, by 

reconciling at least two of them ; and remember, at 

the same time, that this last is an imposdbility. If 

your excellency were here, I would speak to you 

without any constraint ; but the fear of accidents in 

the conveyance of the letter, makes me keep to 

. generals. J am sure you would have prevented a 

great deal of ill> if you had continued among us ; 

but people of my level must be content to have their 

opinion asked, and to see it not followed ; although 

I have always given it with the utmost freedom and 

impartiality. I have troubled you too much ; and as 

a long letter from you, is ^e most agreeable thing 

one can receive, so the most s^reeable return would 

be a short one; I am ever, with the greatest respect 

and truth, my lord, ! 

Yoijir excellency's most obedient - 

most humble servant. • 
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FROM CHIVERTON CHARLTON, ESQ., 

CAPTAIN OF THE YEOMEN OF THE GUARD. ' 
SIR, MAY 22, 1714. 

Jli EARING from honest John*, that you still 
persist in your resolution of retiring into the country, 
I cannot but give you my thoughts of it, at the same 
time that I am sensible how intruding it may appear 
in me to trouble you with what I think : but you 
have an unlucky quality, which exposes you to the 
forwardness of those who love you : I mean gpod 
nature. FVom which, though I did not always sus- 
pect you guilty of it, I now promise myself an easy 
pardon. So that, without being in much pain as to 
the censure you may pass upon my assurance, I shall 
go on gravely to tell you, I am entirely against your 
design. 

I confess a just indignation at several things, and 
particularly at the return your services have met 
with, may give you a disgust to the court ; and that 
retirement may afford a pleasing prospect to you, 
who have lived so long in the hurry, and have bom 
so great a share of the load of business ; and the 
more so at this juncture, when the distraction among 
your friends is enough to make any one sick of a 
courtier's life. But on these very accounts you 
should choose to stay, and convince the world that 
you are as much above private resentment, where 
the publick is concerned, as you are incapable of bc- 

* Alilerman Barber. 

ing 
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ing tired out in the sen ice of jrour country ; and 
that you are neither afraid nof unwilling to hc^ o, 
storm in a good cause- 
It is true, you have less reason tliaa any one I 
knowj to regard what the world says of you; for I 
know none^ to whom the world has been more un- 
just. Yet sinc$ the most generous revenge is to 
make the ungrateful appear yet more ungrateful* 
you should still persecute the publick with fresh 
obligations ; and the rather, because some there are 
of a temper to acknowledge benefits ; and it is to 
be hoped the rest may not always continue stupid, 
^^t least (suppose the worst) the attempt to do good, 
^brries along with it a secret satisfactioDj with which 
^m you are not sensibly affected^ I am at a loss how to 
^^Kcount for many of your actions, I rettiember very 
pwell, what you have sometimes said upon this suh^ 
^iCf ; as if you were now grown useless, fcf*'. To 
^vHich I have this to answer, that tliough your efforts 
ifie in vain to day, some unforeseen incident may 
wiiake them otherwise to morrow; and that, should 
^ou by your absence lose any happy opportunity^ 
you will be the first to reproach yourself with run- 
Ding away, and be the last man in the world to par- 
don it. If I denied self interest to be at the bottom 
of all I have said, I know you would think I lied 
^dllanou^ly, and perhaps not think amiss neither ; for 
^PsiiJt Hatter myself with the continuance of tliat 
favour you have on many occasions been pleased to 
show me ; and am vain enough to fancy I should be 
a considerable loser, if you were where I could not 
have an opportunity of clubbing my shilling with 
I you now and then at good eating. But as much as 
lam concerned on this account, I am not so selfish 

to 
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to say what I have done, if it were not mj' real opi- 
nion 5 which, ivhethcr you regard or not, I could 
not deny myself the satisfaction of speaking it, and 
of assuring you, that I am, with the utmost since- 
rity and respect, sir, your most obliged, and most 
faithful humble Servian t^ 

CH. CHARLTON. 

My lady duchess ♦, I can answer for her> is %*cry 
much your servant, though I have not her com* 
mands to say so. She is gone l^ ^ee the duke of 
Beaufort, who is so ill, it is feared he cannot re- ^ 
cover. She went this morning so early, I have 
had no particular account how he is i but am told, 
he does nothing but do^e* The messenger came 
to her at three in the morning ; and slxe went away ^ 
immediately afterward • 

Lady Betty desires me to thank you for your letter, 
and would be glad, since the provost is graciously 
pleased to stay her majesty's time, to know where 
it is he designs to stay. 

Honest Towns bend and I have the satisfaction la 
drink your health, as often as we do drink to- 
gether. Whether you approve of your being 
toasted with the bishop of London, and such peo- 
ple, 1 cannot tell ; but ^t present we liave disposed 
you in the first list of rank torie$. 

A servant is just now come from the duchess of 
Ormondj and gives such an account of the duke 
of Beaufortj that it i$ thought he cannot posubly 
recover. 

^ Of Orrooni 
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FROM MR. GAY*. 

SIR^ LONDON^ JUNB 8, 1714. 

OINCE you went out of the town, my lord Claren- 
don was appointed envoy extraordinary to Hanover, 
in the room of lord Paget ; and by making use of 
thoise friends, which I entirely owe to you, he has 
accepted me for his secretary. This day, by ap- 
pointment, I met his lordship at Mr. secretary 
Bromley's office -f- : he then ordered me to be ready 
by Saturday. I am quite off from the duchess of 
Monmouth J. Mr. Lewis was very ready to serve 
me upon this occasion, as were Dr. Arbuthnot and 
Mr. Ford. I am every day attending my lord trea- 
surer for his bounty, in order to set me out ; which 
he has promised me upon the following petition, 
which I sent him by Dr. Arbuthnot : 

The epigrammatical petition of John Gay. 

Fm no more to converse with the swains. 

But go where fine people resort : 
One can live without money on plains, 

But never without it at court 

If, when with the swains I did gambol, 

I array'd me in silver and blue ; 
When abroad, and in courts I shall ramble. 

Pray, my lord, how much money will do ? 

• Endorsed, " The dean sent G>y abroad." 

f firoinley was joint secretary with Bolingbroke. 

i Mr. Gay had been secxeury, or domestick steward, to the 

duchess, widow of the duke of Monmouth, who wan beheaded in 

the first year of king James II. 

We 
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We had the honour of the treasurer's company 
last Saturday, when we sat upon Scriblcnis ♦. Pope 
is in town, and has brought with him the first book 
of Homer. 

I ^m this evening to be at Mr. Lewis's with the 
provost 'f', Mr. Ford, Pamell, and Pope* It ii 
thought my lord Clarendon will make but a short 
Stay at Hafiover. If it was possible, that any re- 
commendation could be procured to make me more 
distinguished than ordinary, during my stay at that 
court, I should think myself very happy, if you 
could contrive any method to prosecute it ; for I am 
told, that their civilities very rarely descend so low 
;ls to the secretary. I have all the reason in the 
world to acknowledge this as wholly owing to you. 
And the many favours I have received from you, 
purely out of your love for doing good, assures me 
you will not forget me in my absence. As for my- 
self, whether I am at home or abroad, graritude will 
always put me in mind of the man, to whom I owe 
so many benefits. I am your most obliged humble 
sen^ant, 

J- GAY. 

* Memoirs of Maninus Scriblenis; a joint work of Fop^^ 
Arbuthnoc, and odiers. See Pope's works. 
+ Of Dublin college, Dr. Benjamin Pntt. 
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TO MISS VANHOMRIGH, 



Tpper Letcomb, near Wantages Bcrksj Juiit* 8^ I? 14. 

1 HAVE not much newt to tell you from hence, 
nor have I had one line from any body since I left 
London, of which I am ver^^ glad : but, to say the 
truths I believe I shall not stay here so long as I in- 
tended ; I am at a clergyman's house, whom I love 
very well ; but he is such a melancholy thoughtful 
man, partly from nature, and partly by a solitary lifr, 
that I shall soon catch the spleen from him. Out of 
ease and codfiplaisance, I desire him not to alter any 
of his methods for me ; so we dine exactly between 
twelve and one. At eight we have some bread and 
butterj and a glass of ale ; and at ten he goes to 
bed. Wine is a stranger, except a lltde I sent him ; 
of which, one evening in two, we have a pint be^ 
twcen us. His wife has been this month twenty 
miles off, at her father's, and wlU not return these 
ten days. I never saw her ; and perhaps the house 
will be worse when she comes* I read all day, or 
walk ; and do not speak as many words as I have 
now writ, in three days : so that, in short, I have a 
mind to steal to Ireland, unless I find myself take 
more to this way of living, so difFerentj in every .cir- 
-cumstance, from what I left. This is the first sylla- 
ble I have writ to any body since- you saw me* I 
shall be glad to hear from you, not as you are a Lon- 
doner^ but as a friend ; for I care not threepence for 
news^ nor have heard one syllable since I came here- 
The pretender, or duke of Cambridge, may both be 

landed 
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landed^ and I never the wiser : but if this place were 
ten times worse, nothing shall nnake me return to 
town, while things are in the situation I left them, 
t give a guinea a week for my board, and can ear 
any thing. 



FROM MIL JOHN BARBER »- 

nfiAJl 8IRj LONDON, JUXE 8, 1/14. 

1 HAVE enclosed all the letters that hare come to 
my hands, I saw my lord treasurer to day, who 
asked me where you were gone ? I told his lordship 
you were in Berkshire. He answered, ^* It is very 
well ; I suppose I shall soon hear from him," My 
lord Bolingbroke was very merry with me upon your 
journey, and hoped the world would be the better 
for your retirement, and that I should soon be tlie 
midwife* The schism bill was read the second time 
yesterday, and committed for to morrow, without i 
division. Every body is in the greatest constcmi- 
tion at your retirement, and wonders at the cause* 
I tell them, it is for your health's sake. Mr, Gay mi 
made secretary to my lord Clarendon^ and is wcM 
pleased with his promotion. The queen is so welt 
that the Sicilian amha'isador has his audience 10 
nights She can walk^ thank Gud, and is well re- 
covered. *••♦*•*♦ consent, 1 will appoint the 



* Afterwari aldcrmaot and chosen lord mayor m September 
%J3Z* In 1753, he dtitingubhed himself in the e^paniion to ftbit 
Ural uallcd ihe cxciie scheme* 

hippy 
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happy day ; as docs, sir, your most obedient hum- 
ble servant, 

TYRANT. 

I forgot to tell you that I saw Mr. Harley, who told 
me he would instantly send for the horse from 
Herefordsliire, but that, being at grass, he had 
ordered his man not to ride hard ; but that you 
should have him with all convenient speed. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT, THE QUEEN'S 
DOMESTICK PHYSICIAN. 

DEAK BROTHER *, ST. JAMES* S, JUNE 1 2, 17 14. 

X AM glad your proud stomach is come down, and 

that you submit to write to your friends. I was of 

opinion, that if they managed you right, they might 

bring you to be even fond of an article in the Post* 

boy, or Flying-post. As for the present state of our 

court affairs, I thank God, I am almost as ignorant 

as you are, to my great ease and comfort. I have 

never inquired about any thing, since my lady 

Masham told the dragon -f, that she would carry no 

more messages, nor meddle nor make, ^c. I do 

not know whether things were quite so bad when you 

went. The dragon manages this bill \ pretty well ; 

• One of ttc Jixtccn. 
'♦' Lord treasurer Oxford. 

J " To prevent the growth of schism, and for the further sccu- 
litT of the diarch of England, as by law established. It pasicd 
• the boo: cf lords June i j, : ; 14." 

Vol. XI. ' z for 
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for you know that is his forte : and I believe, at the 
rate they go on, they will do mischief to themselves, 
and good to nobody else. 

You know that Gay goes to Hanover, and my 
lord treasurer has promised to equip him. Monday 
is the day of departure; and he is now dancing at- 
tendance for money to buy him shoes, stockings, and 
linen. The duchess has turned him oflT*, which I 
am afraid will make the poor man's condition worse, 
instead of better. 

The dragon was with us on Saturday night last, 
after ha\dng sent us really a most excellent copy of 
verses. I really believe when he lays down, he mH 
prove a very good poet. I remember the first part of 
his verses was complaining of ill usage ; and at last 
he concludes, 

" He that cares not to rule, will be sure to obey, 
*^ When summoned by Arbuthnot, Pope, Plmel], 
'' and Gay.'' 

Parncll has been thinking of going chaplain to my 
lord Clarendon ; but they will not say whether he 
should or not.' I am to meet our club at the Pall- 
mall coffeehouse, about one to day, where we can- 
not fail to remember you. The queen is in good 
health ; much in the same circumstances with the 
gentleman I mentioned, in attendance upon her mi- 
nisters for something she cannot obtain. My lord 
and my lady Masham, and lady Fair^ remember you 
kindly ; and norte with more sincere respect thin 
your affectionate brother, and humble servant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOT. 

* The duchess of Monreouth) to whom he bad been secretuj. 

FROM 
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FROM THOMAS HARLEY, ESQ^. 

SIR, JUNE 19, 1714. 

X OUR letter gave me a great deal of pleasure. I 
do not mean only the satisfaction one must always 
find in hearing from so good a friend^ who has dis- 
tinguished himself in the world, and formed a new 
character, which nobody is vain enough to pretend 
to imitate. But you must know the moment after 
you disappeared, I found it was to no purpose to be 
unconcerned, and to slight (as I really have done) all 
the silly stories and schemes I met with every day; 
the effects of self-conceit, and a frightened, hasty 
desire of gain. They asked me, Has not the dean 
kft the town ? Is not Dr. Swift gone into the coun- 
try ? Yes. And I would have gone into the country 
too, if I had not learned, one cannot be hurt till one 
turns one's back ; for which reason I will go no more 
on their errands. But seriously you never heard such 
bellowing about the town of the state of the nation, 
especially among the sharpers, sellers of bearskins *f-, 
and the rest of that kind: nor such crying, and 
squalling among the ladies; insomuch that it has at 
last reached the house of commons ; which I am 

♦ This gentleman was cousin to the lord treasurer. 

i Stockjobbers. He who sells that, of ^hich he it not pofi« 
sessed, is said proverbially to sell the bear's skin, while the bear 
runs in the woods. And it being common for stockjobbers to 
snake contracts for transferring stock at a future time, thougb they 
were not possessed of tlie stock to be transferred, they are called 
sellers of bearskins. 

z 2 sorry 
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sorry for, because it is hot and uneasy sitting there 
in this season of the year. But I was told to day, 
that in some countries, people arc forced to watch 
day and night, to keep wild beasts out of their com. 
Do you not pity me, for yielding to such grave 
sayings, to be stifled every day in the house of 
commons ? 

When I was out of England, I used to itcmt 
five or six letters each post with this passage, ** As 
*^ for what passes here, you will be informed by 
" others much better ; therefore I shall not troabk 
" you with any thing of that sort/' You will gifc 
me leave to use it now, as my excuse to you fiw not 
writing news. I hope, honest Gay will be better 
supplied by some friend or other. Before I received 
your direction, I had ordered my servant, who cotDCS 
next Monday out of Herefordshire, to leave yoar 
horse at the Crown in Farringdon, where you cm 
easily send for him. I hear he was so fat, they could 
not travel him till he was taken down ; and I ordered 
he should go short journeys : he is of a good breed, 
and therefore I hope will prove well ; if not use him 
like a bastard, and I will choose another for you. 1 
am, sir, your most faithful humble servant, 

T. HARLEY. 
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REVEREND SIR, JUNE 22, 17 14, 

XT was with some difficulty, that I prevailed with 
- myself to forbear acknowledging your very kind 
letter. I can only tell you, it shall be the business 
of my life, to endeavour to deserve the opinion you 
express of me, and thereby to recommend myself to 
the continuance of your friendship. 

My lord treasurer does, upon all occasions, do 
justice to your merit ; and has expressed to all his 
friends the great esteem he has for so hearty and 
honest a friend, and particularly on occasion of the 
letter you mention to have lately writ to him. And 
all his friends can inform you with what pleasure he 
communicated it to them. 

And now for business ; I am to acquaint you, that 
last Thursday I received the 50l. (which now waits 
your orders) and dated your receipt accordingly, 
which I delivered to Mr. Wetham, who paid me the 
money. 

I do not pretend to tell you how matters go. Our 
friend says very bad. I am sanguine enough to hope 
not worse. I am, with all possible esteem, ever 
yours, 

WILLIAM THOMAS. 

♦ Secretary to lord treasurer. A letter to the earl of Oxford 
from Mr. Thomas, who retired into Wales, on the Antiquity of 
English and British Poetry, is in the Harl. MSS. 
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FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT. 

tfEAR BROTHER^ KENSINGTON^ JUNE 26^ 1712. 

1 HAD almost resolved not to write to you, fdr 
fear of disturbing so happy a state as you descrtt)c. 
On the other hand^ a little of the dcTil^ that caDoof 
endure any body should enjoy a paradise, aknost 
provoked me to give you a long and melancholy state 
of our affairs. For you must know, that it b just 
my own case« I have with great industry endea- 
voured to live in ignorance, but at the same 6mc 
would enjoy Kensington garden; and then some 
busy discontented body or another con>cs just cioss 
me, and begins a dismal story ; and before I go to 
supper, I am as full of grievances as the roost know- 
ing of them. 

I will plague you a little, by telling you the dra- 
gon dies hard. He is now kicking and cuffing about 
him like the devil : and you know parliamentary 
management is the forte, but no hopes of any set- 
tlement between the two champions. The dragon 
said last night to my lady Masham and me, that it 
is with great industry he keeps his friends, who arc 
very numerous, from pulling all to pieces. Gay had 
a hundred pounds in due time, and went away a 
happy man. I have solicited both lord treasurer and 
lord Bolingbroke strongly for the Parnelian, and 
gave them a memorial the other day. Lord trea- 
surer speaks mighty affectionately of him, which 
you know is an ill sign in ecclesiastical preferments. 
Witness some, that you and I know, when the con- 
trary 
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tery was the best sign in the world. Pray remem- 
ber Martin *, who is an innocent fellow, and will 
not disturb your solitude* The ridicule of medicine 
is so copious a subject, that I mast only here and 
there touch it- I have made him study physick 
from the apothecary's bills, where there is a good 
plentiful field for a satire upon the present practice* 
One of his projects was, by a stamp upon blistering- 
^lasterSj and melilot by the yard, to raise money for 
le government, and to give it to RadchtFe and 
others to farm. But there was likely to be a petition 
>m the inhabitants of London and Westminster, 
io had no mind to be flcad. There was a problem 
3Ut the doses of purging medicines published four 
rars agOj showing, that they ought to be in pro- 
>rtion to the bulk of the patient. From thence 
fartin endeavours to determine the question about 
le weight of the ancient mea, by the doses of 
lysick that were given them* One of his best in- 
ventions was a map of diseases for the three caviries 
of the body, and one for the external parts; just 
like the four quarters of the world. Then the great 
dise^es are like capital cities, with their symptoms 
all like streets and suburbs, with the roads that lead 
to other diseases. It is thicker set with towns than 
any Flanders map you ever saw, Radchffe is painted 
at the corner of the map, contending for the uni- 
versal empire of this world, and the rest of the phy- 
sicians opposing his ambitious designs, tvilh a project 
of a treaty of partition to settle peace* 

There is an excellent subject of ridicule from some 



* Maninus Scriblenis, of whom Pope, ArbuihnoE, and oihcrtj 
were to write the Memoirs, 
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of the German physicians, who set up a sensitive 
soul as a sort of a first minister to the rational. Hel- 
mont calls him Archaeus. Dolaeus calls him Micro- 
cosmetor. He has under him several other genii, 
that reside in the particular parts of the body, par- 
ticularly prince Cardimelech in the heart; Gaste- 
ronax in the stomach ; and the plastick prince in the 
organs of generation, I believe I could make you 
laugh at the explication of distempers from the wars 
and alliances of those princes ; and how the first mi- 
nister gets the better of his mistress amma rationatis. 

The best is, that it is making reprisals upon the 
politicians, who are sure to allegorise all the animal 
economy into state affairs. Pope has been collect- 
ing high flights of poetry, which are very good; 
they are to be solemn nonsense. 

I thought upon the following the other day, as 
I was going into my coach^ the dust being trouble- 
some : 

The dust in smaller particles arose. 

Than those which fluid bodies do compose ; 

Contraries in extremes do often meet, 

'Twas now so dry, that you might call it wet. 

I do not give you these hints to divert you, but that 
you may have your thoughts, and work upon them. 
I know you love me heartily, and yet I will not 
own, that you love me better than I love you. My 
lord and lady Masham love you too, and read your 
letter to me with pleasure. My lady say^ she will 
write to you, whether you write to her or not. — Dear 
friend, adieu. 
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TO LORD TREASURER OXFORD. 

MY LORD, JULY J, l/M. 

\Y HEN I was with you, I have said more than 
once, that I would never allow quality or station 
made any real difference between men. Being now 
absent and forgotten *, I have changed my mind : 
you have a thousand people who can pretend they 
love you, with as much appearance of sincerity as I; 
so that, according to common justice, I can have 
but a thousandth part in return of what I give. And 
this difference is wholly owing to your station. And 
the misfortune is still the greater, because I always 
loved you just so much the worse for your station : 
for, in your publick capacity, you have often angered 
me to the heart ; but, as a private man, never once. 
So that, if I only look toward myself, 1 could wish 
you a private man to morrow : for I have nothing to 
ask ; at least nothing that you will give, which is 
the same thing : and then you would see whether I 
should not with much more willingness attend you in 
a retirement, whenever you please to give me leave, 
than ever I did at London or Windsor. From these 
sentiments, I will never write to you, if I can help 
it, otherwise than as to a private person, or allow 
myself to have been obliged by you in any other 
capacity. 

The memory of one great instance of your can- 
dour and justice, I will carry to my grave : that 

♦ The dean was now retired to Letcombe in Berkshire, to the 
house of the Rct. Mr. Gery, 

having 
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having been in a manner domestick with you for al- 
most four years, it was never in the power of any 
publick, or concealed enemy, to make you think ill 
of me, though malice and envy were often employed 
to that end. If I live, posterity shall know that, 
and more ; which, though you, and somebody that 
shall be nameless, seem to value less than I could 
wish, is all the return I can make you. Will you 
give me teave to say how I would desire to stand in « 
your memory ? As one, who was truly sensible of 
the honour you did him, though he was too proud 
to be vain upon it : as one, who was neither assum* 
ing, officious, nor teasing ; who never wilfully mis- 
represented persons or facts to you, nor consulted 
his passions when he gave a character : and lastly, 
as one, whose indiscretions proceeded altogether finom 
a weak head, and not an ill heart. I will add one 
thing more, which is the highest compliment I can 
make, that I never was afraid of offending you, nor 
am npw in any pain for the manner I write to you in, 
I have said enough ; and, like one at your levee, 
having made my bow, I shrink back into the crowd. 
1 am, 6f^. 
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FROM MR. JOHN BARBER- 



KOKOUEE0 SIB» 



LONDON^ JULY 6, l/lL 



HAD yours of the 3d instant, and am heartily 

jlad of your being in healthy which I hope wilt 

>ntinuc. Pray draw what bills you please t I will 



*y 



them on demand. 



I will take care of Mrs, Rolt's afFaIr* I wish 
ii^ould 



K 



you 
wnte to her, I had a visit from Mrs. Brackley 
today; she gives her humble service^ and desired 
my assistance with general HllL I toid her it was 
best to stay till there was a master^ and I did not 
doubt but something would be done. 

I fortunately met lord Bolingbroke yesterday, the 
minute I had your letter. I attacked him for some 
wioe, and he immediately ordered you two dozen of 
red French wine, and one dozen of strong Aaziana 
white wine. The hamper will be sent to morrow by 
Robert Stone the Wantage carrier, and will be there 
on Friday. I am afraid it will cost you 5s. to George, 
my lord's butler; but I would do nothing without 
order. My lord bid me tell^you this morning, that 
lie will write to yoa, and let you know, that as great 

philosopher as you arc, you have had the pip ; 
that the publick affairs are carried on with the same 
i^al and quick dispatch as when you was here; nay, 
that they are improved in several particulars ; that 
the same good understanding continues ; tliat he 
hopes the world will be the better for your retire* 
ment ; that your inimitable pen was never more 
wanted than now ; and more, which I cannot rc- 
4 member. 



348 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

member. I believe he expects you should write to 
him. He spoke many affectionate and handsome 
things in your favour. I told him your story of the 
spaniel^ which made him laugh heartily. 



MR. JOHN BARBER TO MR. FORD*. 

SIR, LAMBETH HILL, JULY 6, 1714. 

I THANKFULLY acknowledge the receipt of a 
packet ^ sent last Sunday. I have shown it only to 
one person, who is charmed with it, and will make 
some small alterations and additions to it, with your 
leave. You will the easier give leave, when I tell 
you, that it is one of the best pens in England. 
Pray favour me with a line, 
lam, sir, 
your most obedient servant, 

JOHN BARBER. 



FROM MR. THOMAS. 

REVEREND SIR, JULY 6, 1714. 

X SHOULD not have presumed to break in upon 
your retirement, nor so much as inquire for your 

♦ Endorsed thus by the dean, *« John Barber's letter aboot the 
pamphlet." 
f Probably " Free Thoughts on the present Sute of Affidrs." 

6 address. 
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address, had not the enclosed given me a fair occa- 
sion to ask after your health. I need not add any 
thing to what the papers will inform you touching 
that affair. T\c person mentioned in the baron's 
letter has not yet called upon me. When you have 
endorsed the letter of attorney, please to return that 
and the baron's letter, that I may punctually follow 
his directions. I dare not mention any thing of po- 
liticks to one, that has purposely withdrawn himself 
from the din of it. I shall only tell you, that your 
friends applaud your conduct with relation to your 
own ease ; but they think it hard you should abdi- 
cate at a juncture your friendship seems to be of 
most use to them. I am sure some of them want 
your advice, as well as assistance. You will forgive 
this digression from business, when I tell you I fhall 
not repeat this trouble, not having so much as kept 
a copy of your direction. You may direct your 
commands to me, under cover, to our common 
friends. I hope you believe me too sensible of obli- 
gations to need formal assurances of the sincere re- 
spect, wherewith I am, reverend sir, your most 
obedient and most humble servant, 

WILLIAM THOMAS. 



FROM 
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FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ*. 

SIBj WHITEHALL, ]VLX 6^ 1/14. 

X OU give mc sucli good reasons for jnur d»iic 
of knowing what becomes of our grand affair, that, 
to oblige you 5 and perhaps to give rayscif vent, I 
will tell you what I think on it. The two ladies -f* 
Beem to have determined the fall of the dragon J, 
and to entertain a chimerical notion, that there shall 
be no mamirur le premier^ but that all power shall 
reside in one, and profit in the other. Tlie man of 
Mercury ^ soothes them in this notion with gmit 
dexterity and reason, for he will be rnmsiear h fn* 
mier then of course, by virtue of the little seal* His 
character is too bad to carry the great ensigns; 
therefore he takes another method, and I think it 
%^ery artful, viz, to continue his present station, to 
which the power may altogether be as properly at* 
tached as to the wand. In this brangle I am no 
otherwise concerned, than that I must lose pan of 
the pleasure I had in the conversation of my friends. 
And that I am really apprehensive the two ladies may 
suffer by the undertaking ; for the man of McrcuryV 
bottom is too narrow, his faults of the first magni- 
tude ; and we cannot find, that there is any scheme 
in the world how to proceed. Mercurialis|[ com— 

* Endorsed, *'Lord treasurer Oxford begins to dedine at ooart-**' 
t Lady Maaham anU duchess of 3oii»ersei, 
t Lord treasurer Oxford. 
^ Lard fiolingbrokc. 
It The same. 
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plains, that the dragon * has used him barbarously ; 
that he is in with the democraticals, and never con- 
ferred a single obligation upon him since he had the 
wand, Le temps nous Sclaircira. 

I propose to move on the 2d of August to Bath, 
and to stay there, or go from thence, according as 
our chaos settles here. I believe I shall not go to 
Abercothy, otherwise I would attend you. Shall 
not we meet at Bath ? Before I began this paragraph, 
I should have added something to the former, which 
is, that the dragon is accused of having betrayed 
his friends yesterday upon the matter of the three ex- 
planatory articles of Spanish treaty of commerce, 
which he allowed not to be beneficial, and th^t the 
queen might better press for their being changed, if 
it was the sense of the house they ought to be so. 
The address then passed without a negative. 

I thank you for the account you give me of the . 
farm in Buckinghamshire. I could like the thing, 
and the price too very well ; but when it comes to a 
point, I own my weakness to you. I can't work my* 
self up to a resolution, while I have any hope of the 
2001. a year I told you of in my own parish ; it lies 
now at sale : if I miss, I would catch greedily at the 
other. 

When I am at the Bath I will set down the hints 
you desire. 

• lord trf asurcr. 



FROM 
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FROM CHARLES FORD. 



LONDON, JULY 6*. 

XF Barber be not a very great blockhead, I shall JJJ 
soon send you a letter in print, in apswer to your ^imj 
last : I hope it may be next post, for he had it on 
Sunday. I took care to blot the ees out of onely and 

the as out of scAeame, which I suppose is the mean 

ing of your question, whether I corrected it ? I do not ^r «t 
know any other alteration it wanted ; and I made^^.e 
none except in one paragraph, that I changed th e- ^ jc 
present to the past tense four times, and I am not su it — » "e 
I did right in it neither. There is so great a tender — — r- 

ness and regard shown all along to the -f-, thaV^^^t 

I could have wished this expression had been ouP' -«3t 

[" the uncertain timorous nature, of the -f-*'] Wl * 

But there was no striking it out without quite spoil — J- 
ing the beauty of the passage : and as if I had bcer"^n 
the author myself, I preferred beauty to discretioi 
I really think it is at least equal to any thing yc 
have writ J ; and I dare say it will do great sernc^ ^:c 
as matters stand at present. 

Th ^c 

♦ The year is omitted, but it should be 1 7 1 4. This letter ii a — ^»- 
dorsedy " Affairs go worse." 

f These blanks are thus in the original. Queiy, should tl^T^ be 
word be fueen ? 

X Dr. Hawkesworth, in a note on this passage says, '' It is 
'' known that the dean published any thing at this time, exi 
" the " Free Thoughts." It is therefore probable that this ti 
'' was printing, or printed, when the dean suppressed it for 
*^ reasons mentioned before- The words, however, which 
**' l-ord says he could have wished to have blotted out, but s] 
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The colonel ♦ and his friends give the game for 
lost on their side ; and I believe by next week wc 
shall sec lord Bolingbroke at the head of affairs. 
The bishop of Rochester is to be lord privy seaL 
They talk of several other alterations, as that my 
lord Trevor is to be president of the council; lord 
Abingdon J chamberlain ; lord Anglesey, lord lieu- 
tenant of Ireland ; that Mr. Bromley ^ is to go out, 
ami a great many more in lesser employments. I 
fiincy these reports are spread to draw in as many as 
they can to oppose the new scheme. I can hardly 
think any body will be tiirned out of the cabinet^ ex - 
cept ihe tieasurer and the privy seal J. Perhaps 
my lord Poulct^ may lay down. Certainly the se- 
crctarj* may continue in, if he pleases^ and I do not 
hear that he is disposed to resign^ or that he is so at- 
tached to any minister, as to enter into their resent- 
ments* What has John 6f Bucks [] done ? and yet 
the report is very strong, that he is to be succeeded 
by my lord Trevor^, The duke of Shrewsbury was 
one out of eight or nine lords, that stood by my lord 
Bolingbroke yesterday, m the debate about the Spa- 
nish treaty, and spoke with a good deal of spirit, ft 
it likely be is to be turned out of all ? The lords 

*' for ihe beauty of ihe passage, are not to be fotmd in tlie CDpf 
** printed in the dfean's works ; nor i* ft c&ty to determine where 
^ they ongiaally stood-" The tract, hoirever, iTliidcd to hf 
Mr. Fordj wc nsay venture to ussertp was x&i the * Free Thoo^hti f 
but mucb mote probably mim pamphlet that wat then actnally^ 
publhlied* N. 

^ Imi Oilbfd. 

f Secrcttry fot the n6ith^n^ p^bviiteii* 

{ Lord Danmoiith* 

1 Lord itcward. 

I Jfihn ShcfBf Id, duke of Buckinghamslilre. 

1 L6rd chief jastice of xht common picaa. 

Vol, XI. A A hmi 
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liave made a representaiion to the queen, in which 
they desire her to surmount the insurmountable dif- 
ficulties the Spanish trade lies under by the last 
treaty. It is thought there was a majority in die 
house to have prevented such a reflection upon the 
treaty, if they had come to a division <r The cla- 
mour of the merchants, whig and tory, has been 
too great to have passed a vote in vindication of it, ai 
it stands ratified. But my lord Anglesey and bii 
squadron seemed willing to oppose any censure of 
it ; and yet this representation was suffered to pass^ 
nobody knows how. To day they are to take into 
consideration the queen*s answer to their address, de- 
siring to know who advised her to ratify the explana- 
tion of the three articles ? She sent them word she 
thought there was little difference between that and 
what was signed at Utrecht. When they rise I wiB 
tell you what they have done. The last money ImB 
was sent up yesterday ; so that in all probability the 
parliament will be up in two or three days, and then wc 
vshall be entertained with court affairs. I hope you got 
mine last post, and one a fortnight ago. Will the 
change of the ministry aflect El wood ? He is in pain 
about it. I am told the people of Ireland are making 
a strong opposition against the present provost. 

The consideration of the queen's answer is deferred 
till to morrow. I am now with lord Guilford and 
three other commissioners of trade, who were ex- 
amined to day at the bar of the house of lords. They 
are prodigiously pleased with what has been done. 
But I do not understand it well enough to give pu 
an account of it. For the rapture they are in hinders 
them from explaining themselves clearly. I can only 
gather from their manner of discourse, that they ait 
come off without censure. 
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PROM CHARLES FORD. 

SIK, LONDON, JULY 10^1714. 

W HAT answer shall I send ? I am against any 
alteration; but additions, I think, ought by no 
means to be allowed. I wished I had called sooner 
at St. Dunstan's ; but I did not expect it would have 
come out till Thursday, and therefore did not go 
there till yesterday. Pray let me know what you 
would have done. Barber w:;s a blockhead to show 
it at all ; but who can help that ? Write an answer 
cither for yourself or me ; but I beg of you to make 
no condescensions. 

Yesterday put an end to the session, and to your 
pain. We gained a glorious victory at the house of 
lords the day before : the attack was made immedi- 
ately against Arthur Moore *, who appeared at the 
bar, with the other commissionelrs of trade. The 
South sea company had prepared the way for a cen- 
sure, by voting him guilty of a breach of trust, and 
incapable of serving them in any office for the future. 
This passed without hearing what he had to say in 
his defence, and had the usual fate of such un- 
reasonable reflections. Those, who pfoposed the re- 
solutions, were blamed for their violence ; and the 
person accused, appearing to be less guilty than they 
made him, was thought to be more innocent than I 

• One of the commissioners of trade and plantations, who waa 
jKXQsed of being bribed by the court of Spain, to favour that king- 
dam in the treaty of commerce made between it and England. 

A A 2 doubt 
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doubt he is. The whigs proposed two questions in 
the house of lords against him, and lost both, 
one by twelre, and the otheir^ I think^ by eighteen 
rotes. 

Court affairs go on as they did. The cry is still 
on the captain^s side *. Is not he the person Barber. 
means by one of the best pens in England ? It is 
only my own conjecture^ but I can think of nobody 
else. Have you the queen's speech, the lords ad« 
dress, &/:. or shall I send them to you ? and do yoa 
want a comment ? Have Pope and Ptoiell been ta 
visit you, as they intended ? 

I had a letter yesterday from Gay, who is at the 
Hague, and presents his humble service to you. He 
has writ to Mr. Lewis too, but his respect makes him 
keep greater distance with him : and I tbink mine is 
the pleasanter letter, which I am sorry for. 

We were alarmed by B.-f two days ago : he sent 
Tooke word, our friend was ill in the country ; which 
we did not know how to interpret, till he explamed 
iti It was Mrs. M. ^ he meant ; but she is in no 
danger. Pray, write immediately, that there mxf 
be no farther delay to what we ought to have had s 
week ago. 

* Lord Bolingbroke ; alluding to his differenoe with lord (k* 
ford. 

t John Barber. 

X Mrs. Manley, the writer of the Atalantis^ who livid wA 
Mr. Barber at that time* 



FROM 
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FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT ♦. 

DE4R BfiOTHEB, KENSINGTON^ JULY 10, 1714* 

X HAVE talked of your affairs to nobody but my 
lady Masham^ She tells me, that she has it very 
much at heart, and would gladly do it for her own 
sake, and that of her friends ; but thinks it not a fit 
season to speak about it. We are indeed in such a 
strange condition as to politicks^ that nobody can 
tell now who is for who* It were really worth your 
while to be here for four and twenty hours only, to 
consider the oddness of the scene, I am sure it would 
make you relish your country life the better. 

The dragon holds fast with a dead gripe the little 
machine *f*. If be would have taken but half so 
much pains to have done other things, as he has of 
late to exert himself against the esquire, he might 
have been a dragon, instead of a Dagon. I would 
no more have suffered and don^ wh^t he has, than I 
would have sold myself to the gallies. Hac inter nos. 
However, they have now got rid of the parliament, 
and may have time to think of a scheme : perhaps 
they may have one already. I know nothing, but it 
is fit to rally the broken forces under some head or 
another. They really did very well the last day but 
one in the house of lords ; but yesterday they were 
in a flame about the queen's answer, till the queen 
came in, and put an end to it, 

♦ Endorsed^ " a^irs still worse.** 
t His treasurer's staff.. 

A A 3 The 
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The dragon showed me your letter, and seemed 
mightily pleased with it. He has paid ten pounds 
for a manuscript, of which I believe there are several 
in town. It is a history of the last invasion of Scot- 
land, wrote just as plain, though not so well, as 
another history, which you and I know, with cha- 
racters of all the men now living, the very names, 
and invitation that was sent to the pretender. This 
by a flaming jacobite,. that wonders all the world are 
not so. Perhaps it may be a whig, that personates a 
jacobite. I saw two sheets of the beginning, which 
was treason every line. If it goes on at the same rate 
of plain dealing, it is a very extraordinary piece, and 
worth your while to come up to see it only. Mr. 
Lockhart, they say, owns it. It is no more his than 
it is mine. Do not be so dogged ; but, after the first 
shower, come up to town for a week or so. It is 
worth your while. Your friends will be glad to sec 
you, and none more than myself. Adieu. 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE ♦. 

JULY 13, 1714. 

1 NEVER laughed, my dear dean, at your leaving 
the town : on the contrary, I thought the resolution 
of doing so, at the time when you took it, a very 
wise one. But, I confess, I laughed, and very 
heartily too, when I heard that you affected to find, 
within the village of Lctcombe, all your heart dc- 

• Endorsed, " Lord Bolingbroke, on my retiring." 

sired. 
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sired. In a word, I judged of }^u, just as you tell 
me in your letter, that I should judge. If my 
grooms did not live a happier life than I have done 
this great while, I am sure they would quit my ser* 
vice. Be pleased to apply this reflection. Indeed I 
wish I had been with you, with Pope and Parnell, 
quihis neque aninu candidiores. In a little time, per- 
haps, I may have leisure to be happy. I continue in 
the same opinions and resolutions as you left me in ; 
I will stand or fall by them. Adieu. No altera- 
tion in my fortune or circumstances can alter that 
sincere friendship with which I am, dear dean, 
yours> 

I fancy you will have a visit from that great poli- 
tician and casuist the duke *. He is at Oxford with 
Mr. Clarke f. 



FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ^. 

LONDON, JULY 15, 1714. 

Y OU see I was in the right ; but I could wish the 
booby § had not convinced me by naming my lord 
Bolingbroke, and then I should have dealt well 
enough with him. Since it has happened so, the 
best remedy I could think of, was to write him a 

♦ Perhaps the duke of Ormond. 

+ George Clarke^ doctor of Jaws, fellow of AH Souls, who had 
been secretary to prince George of Denmark, as lord high admiral^ 
and was member of parliament for the tmiversity of Oxford, 

X Dr. Swift was at this time in Berkshire. 

5 Barbe):. 

A A 4 very 
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very civil answer; in which, however, I have de? 
tired to see the alterations : thi3 is mentioned witl) 
great respect to my lord. Though he has pranoiae^ 
to have it again to morrow, it is probable he may be 
disappointed, and there may be time enough for me 
to receive your directions what I shall do, when I 
get it into my hands. If the alterations are maleiia]| 
shall I send it to some other printer as it was first 
written ^ ? Reflect upon every thing you think likdy 
to happen, and tell me beforehand what is premier ta 
be done, that no more time nuy be lost. I hj^ Am 
dog for making his court in si^ch a manner. 

I am very sorry you have had occasion to remofc 
your premier minister. We are told now, we shsD 
have no change in ours, and that the duke of Shvem- 
bury will perfectly reconcile all matters. I mm sm 
you will not believe diis any more than I do ; bar 
the dragon -f has been more cheerful than usual Ibr 
three or four days ; and therefore people condude 
the breaches are healed. I nuher incline to the opi- 
nion of those who say he is to be made a dokc, tai 
to have a pension. Another reason given why tfaes 
is to be no change is, because the parliament was ool 
adjourned to issue new writs in the room of those vfas 
iixre to come in upon the new schenae, that tber 
might sit in the house at the next n^eting. BbrI 
cannot see why an adjournment may not do as «5 
at the beginning, as at the end o£ a sessioQ ; ni 
certainly it will displease less in January or Febnacr, 



* This was a ptm^^ikt entitled, « TKoo^ts <■ 
«< Sute of Afidn.*' Tbe queen's 6atk ptevcpi^ d 
<if it in those times. It never jfpeued until the jcx 174^^ 

t The ead of Oxford. 



I 
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than it would have done in July. The wWgs giva 
out the duke of Marlborough is comiog over, and 
his house is actually now fitting up at St. James's^ 
We have had more variety of lies of late than ever I 
remember. The history we were formerly talking 
f)ij would swell to a prodigious size, if it was carried 
|on. There was a fire last night on Towerhill, that 
)^umt down forty or fifty houses. You say nothing^ 
ef coming to town. I hope you do not mean ta 
f teal away to Ireland without seeing us. 



^ROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

LONDON, }VVt 17, 1714* 

^ SECOND to n^orrow is almost past, and nothyig 
faas been yet left at Sft. Punstan*s. B. * will lose by 
his prodigious cunning ; but that is nothing to the. 
punishop^nt he deserves. Had it been only his fear» 
lie wpuld have chosen somebody else to consult witb;^ 
but the rogue found out it was weU wriitteQ, and sawi 
the p^sages that galled. I am heartily vext at th^. 
other person -f-, from whom one might have expected 
^ more honourable proceeding. There is something 
yery mean in his desiiing tp niake alteratioos, when 
I am sure he has no reason to complain* and is at 
),east as fairly dealt wi|h as his competitor :|:. Besides, 
a great part of it is as much for his service a^ if h^ 
^ad given directions himself to have it done« What 

* Barber. i Lord Bolingbroke. % Locd Oxford. 

relates 
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relates to the pretender is of the utmost use to him ; 
and therefore I am as much surprised at his dehiy, as 
at his ungenerous manner of treating an unknown 
author^ to whom he is so much obhged. But per- 
haps I may wrong him, and he would not desire to 
turn the wHole to his own advantage. If it had come 
to me yesterday, or to day, I was resolved to have 
sent it to some other printer without any amend- 
ment; but now I shall wait till I have your direc- 
tions. I wish you had employed somebody else at 
first ; but what signifies wishing now ? After what 
B. * writ in his last, I can hardly think he will be 

such a as not to let me have it : and in my 

answer I have given him all manner of encourage- 
ment to do it. He has as much assurance as he can 
wen desire, that the alterations shall be complied 
with, and a positive promise that it shall be returned 
to him the same day he leaves it at St. Dunstan*s -f*. 
I cannot imagine why we have no mischief yet. 
Sure we are not to be disappointed at last, after the 
bustle that has been made. It is impossible they J 
can ever agree, and I want something to make my 
letters still entertaining. I doubt you will hardly 
thank me for them, now the parliament is up ; but 
as soon as any thing happens you shall know it. 

* Barber. 

+ See two other letters from Mr. Ford, on the subject of thu 
pamphlet, July 22 and 24. It is plain, however, by Mr. Barber's 
letter of July 6, that he knew the real author of the pamphlet. H« 
tells Dr. Swift, " I have shown it only to one person, who ii 
** charmed with it, and will make some small alterations asd ad> 
" ditions to it, with your leave. You will the easier give kav^ 
« when I tell you that it is one of the best pens in England/' 

X Lord Oxford and Bolingbroke. 

Tfac 
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The queen has not yet appointed the time for re- 
moving to Windsor, My lord chief baron Ward is 
dead, and we liave already named seven successors, 
among whom is our lord chancellor Phipps. Frank 
Annesley was to have had his place under my lord 
Anglesey, so that it is well for him we have provided 
him with another for life. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

JUNE 17, 1714. 

X AM sorry to find by those, that have fresher ad- 
vices from you than yours of the eleventh to me, 
that ParvisoFs* conduct puts you under a necessity of 
changing the administration ; for it will probably 
draw you to Ireland whether you will or not. How- 
ever, I hope to see you at Bath three weeks hence, 
whatever happens. I meet with no man or woman, 
who pretend upon any probable grounds to judge 
who will carry the great point. [A] Our female 
friend told the [B] dragon, in her own house, last 
Thursday morning these words : " You never did 
** the queen any service, nor are you capable of do- 

* Parvisol was the dean's agent in Ireland. The dean's obser- 
vations on the names marked A, B, Q are thus written on the 
blank part of the original letter^ [ A] << Mrs. Masham, who was 
** the queen's favourite, fell out in a rage^ reproaching lord Oxford 
" very injuriously." [ B] *< The dragon, lord treasurer Oxford, 
** so called by the dean by contraries; for he was the mildest, 
♦' wisest, and best minister that ever scrYed a prince," [C] 
" Lord Bolingbroke, called so by Mr. Lewis." 

4 " ing 
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** ijig lier any," He made no reply, but supped 
with her and [C] Mercurialis that nighl, at her owa 
house. His revenge is not the less meditated for 
that. He tells the words clearly and distinctly to all 
mankind. Those, who range under his banner, call 
her ten thousand bitches and kitchen wenches. Tliose 
who hate him do the same. And from my heart I 
grieve, that she should give such a loose to her 
passion ; for she is susceptible of true friendship, itid 
has many social and domestick \irtiiesp The grcat 
attorney*, who made you the $ham offer of the 
Yorkshire livingj had a long conference with the 
dragon on Thursday, kissed him at parring^ and 
cursed him at night- He went to the country ycster* 
day ; from whence some conjecture nothing con- 
siderable will be done soon- Lord Harley-|-, and 
lady Harriot J, went this morning to Oxford. He 
has fii^ished all matters with lord Pelham ^, as &r 1$ 
can be done without an act of parliament* The cooh 
posiiif^n was signed by the auditor, and NayidTi 
brother in law to Pelham, This day se'miight lord 
Harley is to have the whole Cavendish estate, which 
is valued at ten thousand fer (mmim^ aiid has upon it 
forty thousand pounds worth of timber, But three 
of this ten thousand a year he had by the will. He 
remits to lord Pelham th^ twenty thousand pouiidi 
charged fur lady Harriot's fortune on the Holies 
estate \ and gi^ es him some patches of land, that Be 
convenient to him, to the value of about fimity 
thousand pounds more. According to my compu- 

• Perhaps lord chancellor Harcoiut. 

t Edward, tofi ro the lord Iff sorter OilM* 

t WifeoflofdHarfey. 

I Afieiward duke rf Nevrcuik, 
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tation, lord Harky gets by the agreement (if the 
tUuber is worth fort)^ thousand pounds) one hundred 
and forty thousand pounds ; and when the jointures 
fall in to him, will have sixteen thousand pounds a 
year* But the cant is, twenty-six thousand. Lord 
Pelham will really have twenty- six thousand pounds 
a year from the Newcastle family, which, with his 
paternal estate, will be twice a3 much as lord Harley'a, 
The estate of the latter is judged to be in the best 
condition ; and some vain glorious friends of ours 
say, it is worth more than the otlier's ; but let that 



pass* 



Adieu. 



FROM LORD HARLEY, 



P BROTHER SWIFT *^ jVLt 1?, 1714. 

X OUR sister -f* has at last got rid of her lawyers- 
We are just setting out for Oxford, where we hope 
to see you, I am your affectionate brother, 

HARLEY. 



• A company of sixtpeti, all men of the first classy Swift mcladed^ 
dined once a week at the house of cicJi othetj by rotation, and 
weac tinder the general dcnominaUon of brothecs* The nuinbef 
was afterward enlarged, and they dined at a tavern every Thurs« 
day. Lord Harky wa^ one» which accounts for the addfcta of thii 
kcter. 

f Lady Henrietta Harlcyi wife of bnd Htrley. 



FROM 



36s 



LSTTEIJ TO Asn Fwmi 



^loE^Ebiik, oot Tcry unlike hk, to t\m pturpoie;' 
tltar since thee was no pole for east an4 we^, that 
aU the prince of Europe shoold join afid buUd 
prodi^oos pdeit tipofi hig^ mountains, wiiTi a 
lightboase to senre for a pob 5br. I u^as thinking i 
a cal^ktion of the time, chaiges, and dimensiQiQS. 
Now ytm muJt understaztd, hb project is bf light- 
houses, and explosion of bombs at a cermin hour. 

Lewis invited me to dinner to day, and has dis* 
appointed mc- I tbougfat to hare said something 
mofe about yoo. I hare nothing more to add^ bof^ 
iDf dear fiiciid^ adku*. 



TO THE DURE OF ORMOND 



UY honDj 



jutY I7i 17 J 



1 NEVER expected that a great man should f^ 
member me in absence^ because I knew it wis tw* 
reasonable, and that your grace is too much trotibW 
with persons about you, to think of those who are 
oat of the way. But, if Dr, Pratt has done me righf, 
I am mistaken ; and your grace has almost declwd 
that you expected a letter from me ; which yott 
should never have had, if the ministry had been Bi 
you : for then I should have always been iifli 
enough to have carried my own messages. But 1 
was heartily weary of them : and your grace will he 
my witness, that I despaired of any good socc^i 
from their manner of proceeding, some monthi bc' 
fore I left town ; where I thought it became tm t* 
5 casm^ 
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continue no longer, when I could do no service 
either to myself, my friends, or the publick. By the 
accounts I have from particular friends, I find the 
animosity between the two great men does not at all 
diminish : though I hear it is given out that your 
grace^s successor * has undertaken a general recon- 
cilement. If it be true, this will succeed like the 
rest of his late undertakings. 

I must beg your grace's pardon, if I entreat you, 
for several reasons, to see lady Masham as often as 
you conveniently can: and I must likewise desire 
you to exert yourself in the disposal of the bishop- 
ricks in Ireland. It is a scandal to the crown, and 
an injury to the church, that they should be so long 
delayed. There are some hotheaded people on the 
other side the water, who understand nothing of our 
court, and would confound every thing ; always em- 
ployed to raise themselves upon the ruins of those 
characters they l\ave blasted. I wish their inter- 
meddling may not occasion a worse choice than your 
grace approved of last winter. However, I beg you 
will take care that no injury be done to Dr. Pratt, or 
Dr. Elwood ; who have more merit and candour 
than a hundred of their detractors. I am, with the 
.greatest respect, my lord. 

Your grace's most obedient, 

and most obliged humble servant, 

J. s. 

* Tht duke of Shrewsbary. 
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FROM THE DUKE OF ORMOND. 

SIR, JULY 22, 1714. 

X AM very glad to hear from you. I thought yotf 
had hid yourself from the world, and given over all 
thoughts of your friends. I am very sorry for the 
reason of your retirement. I am a witness to your 
endeavours to have made up, what I believe the 
great man you mention will hardly compass. I am 
of your opinion, that it is shameful that the vacant 
bishopricks are not disposed of. I shall do all that 
lies in my power to serve the gentlemen that I hare 
already mentioned to the queen, and hope with good 
success. . 

For the lady you mention*, I shall endeavour to 
see her as often as I can. She is one that I have i 
great esteem for. I send you some Burgundy, wfiicb 
I hope you will like. It is very good to cure the 
spleen. Believe me, with great truth, sir, your most 
affectionate friend, and humble servant, 

ORMOND. 

FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

LONDON, JULY 20, J 714. 

\ V HO would ever do any thing for them, when 
they are so negligent of their own interest? the 
captain must see what use it would be to him to 

* Lady Mashanu 

have 
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lure it published, and yet he has not returned it. 
You have another copy by you : I wish you would 
send it ; and if you do not care it should appear m 
your own hand, I will get it transcribed. My secre- 
tary is a boy of ten or eleven years old^ and no dis- 
cover)^ can be made by hini. I do not know wiiat 
my lord Bolingbrokc may do, but I dare say Barber 
does not suspect from whence it comes. However, 
I wonder he has not mentioned it to j^ou *. 

I thought you. had heard the historiographer's 
place has been disposed of this fortnight. I know 
no more of him who has it, than that his name is 
Haddocks^. It would be impudence in them to 
send for you ; but I hope you will come, A recon- 
cilement is impossible ; and I can guess no reason 
why matters are delayed, unless it be to gain over 
some lords, who stick firm to the dragon, and others 
tliat are averse to the captain:};. The duke of 
Shrewsbury declares against him in private conver- 
sarion ; I suppose because he is against every chief 
minister, for it is known he has no kindness for the 
colonel §. Lord Anglesey rails at the chancellor, 
for some opinion the attorney and solicitor general 
have given relating to Ireland. Who can act, when 
they have so much caprice to deal with ? 

Mr. Lewis says, he will speak to Mr. Bromley for 
his part, and will engage it shall be paid as soon as 
lord Bolingbroke has given his* But it was men- 
tioned before my lord treasurer, and he immediately 
took the whole upon himself. If they lived near 



• ThU uelates to the Free Thoughts. 
i Thoim$ Mad docks, c^q. 
^ Lord Bolingbrokc^ 
i Lord Oxford. 

B B 2 



one 
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one another^ and a house between them waa on fiie^ 
I fancy they would contend who should put it ou^ 
until the whole street were burned. Mr. Lewis gties 
into Wales the week after next. I shall have the 
whole town to myself. Now it is my own, I bc^ 
not to value it. Pope and Parnell tell mc, you 
design them a visit. When do you go ? If you aie 
vfith them in the middle of a week, I should be glad 
to meet you there« Let me know where you are to 
be in Herefordshire^ and I will send you some claitt. 
It is no compliment, for I am overstocked, and it 
will decay before I drink it. You shall have either 
old or new ; I have too much of both. 

J psud the woman for your handkerchiefii; but 
should not have given her so much, if she had hoc 
assured me you bad agreed with her. I think you 
may very well shake off the old debt> and she will 
have no reason to complain. So I told her; but if 
you would have me, I will pay her. 

Pray send me the other copy *, or pot me iaar 
way of recovering the former. I am, &^. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ- 

SIR, WHITEHALL, JULY VI, Ijl^ 

I RECEIVED a letter from you last Monday, ^ 
my lord treasurer, in a blank cover. Last FfiAy 
lord chancellor went into the country, with a design 
to stay there till the tenth of August ; but b^ 

♦ Of ihc Free ThoDgbtB. 

Taeidiy 
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l^tt^sday he was sent for express by lord Bolingbroke. 
Next Tuesday the queen goes to Windsor. What 
changes we are to have, will probably appear before 
she goes. Dr. Arbuthnot dines with me to day, and 
in the evening we go to Kensington. 



FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

LONDON, JULY 22, If 14. 

Jt RAY send mt the other copy, and let us have 
the benefit of it, since you have been at the trouble 

of writing. Unless — ■ ♦ be served against his 

will, it is not likely to be done at all ; but I think 
you used to take a pleasure in good offices of that 
kind; and I hope you would not let the cause 
suffer ; though I must own, in this particular, the 
person who has the nianagement of it does not de- 
serve any favour. Nothing being left for me at Sf. 
Dunstan's, I sent to B ■ ■ ^ for an answer to my 
last. He says, it is not yet restored to him ; as soon 
as it is, I shall have it« This delay begins to make 
me think all ministers are alike ; and as soon as the 
captain is a colonel, he will act as his predecessors 
have done. 

The queen goes to Windsor next Tuesday, and we 
expect all matters will be settled before that time. 
We have had a report, that my lord privy seal is to 
go out alone ; but the learned only laugh at it. The 

* The btank shook) probably be filled up with the. word treftsuiCTj 
or Oxford. 
t Barber. 

B B 3 captain's 
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captain's * friends think themselves secure ; and the 
colonel's -f* are so much of the same opinion, that 
they only drink his health while he is yet alivc- 
However it is thought he will fall easy, with a pen- 
sion of four thousand pounds a year, and a duke- 
dom. Most of the staunch tones are pleased widi 
the alteration ; and the whimsicals pretend the cause 
of their disgust was, because the whigs were too 
much favoured. 

In short, we propose very happy days to ourselves, 
as long as this reign lasts ; and if the uncertain thnar- 

Otis nature of % does not disappoint us, we have 

a very fair prospect. The dragon and his antagonist ^ 
meet every day at the cabinet. They often eat, and 
drink, and walk together, as if there was no sort of 
disagreement : and when they part, I hear they give 
one another such names, as nobody but ministers of 
state could bear, without cutting throats. The duke 
of Marlborough is expected here every day. Dr. 
Garth says, he comes only to drink the Bristol waters 
for a diabetes. The whigs are making great prepa- 
rations to receive him. But yesterday I was offtrcd 
considerable odds, that not one of those, who go 
out to meet him, will visit him in half a year. I 
durst not lay, though I can hardly think it. My 
lord Marr is married to lady Frances Pierrepoint; 
and my lord Dorchester, her father, is to be married 
next week to lady Bell Benrinck. Let me know if 
you go to Pope's, that I may endeavour to meet you 
there. I am, 6fr. 

♦ Bolingbrokc. J Sec before p. 352. 

+ Oxi ;rd. $ Bolingbioke. 

FROM 
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FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

LONDON, JULY 24, 1714. 

VV E expected the grand affair would have been 
done yesterday, and now every body agrees it will be 
to night *. The bishop of London, lord Bathurst, 
Mr. Bridges, sir William Wyndham, and Campion, 
are named for commissioners of the treasury ; but I 
have not sufficient authority for you to depend upon 
it. They talk of the duke of Ormond for our lord 
lieutenant. I cannot get the pamphlet back. What 
shall I do ? I wish you would send me the other 
copy. My lord Anglesey goes next Monday to 
Ireland. I hear he is only angry with the chancellor, 
and not at all with the captain. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

WHITEHALL, JULY 24, 1714. 

X SAW lord Harley this morning. He tells me, 
that he kft you horridly in the dumps. I wish you 
were here ; for, after giving a quarter of an hour's 
vent to our grief for the departure of our don 
Quixote 'jc, we should recover ourselves, and receive 

consolation 

• The dismission of lord Oxford. 

f Lord Oxford, who Wcis just at this time dismissed from his 
employment as first minister, and immediately succeeded by lord 

B B 4 Bolingbroke. 
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consolation from each other. The triumph of the 
enemy makes me mad, I feel a strange tenderness 
within myself, and scarce bear the thoughts of dating 
letters from this place, when my old friend is out, 
whose fortune J have shared for so many years. But 
Jiat voluntas tua ! The damned thing is, we are to 
do all dirty work. We are to turn out Monckton ♦, 
and I hear we are to pass the new commission of the 
treasury. For Goil's sake write to lady Masham, in 
favour of poor Thomas -f, to preserve him from 
ruin. I will second it. I intended to have writ you 
a long letter; but the moment I had turned this 
page, I had intelligence that the dragon has broke 
out into a fiery passion with my lord chancellor J, 
swore a thousand oaths he would be revenged. This 
impotent, womanish behaviour vexes, me more than 
his b^ing out. This last stroke shows, quaniuhi smi 
homitium corpuscula. I aqi determined for the Bath 
oq the second or the ninth of August at farthest. 

Bolingbroke, On Tuesday the twenty-seventh of the fenae mootb 
he surrendered his stafif as lord treasurer, and on the 30th krd 
Shrewsbury was appointed to succeed him in that office* 

* Rpbert Monckton, one of the commissioners for trade aod 
plantations, who had given inforpoation aeainst Arthur Moore, 000 
of his brother commissioners, for accepting a bribe fron^ the Spanisk 
court, to get the treaty pf commerce continued. 

f Mr. '1 homas had bctrn secretary under the <^d commiftsiofl ^ 
die treatory, and he wrote to the df!in, by the same post, for 1 
feoomnEiendaticn to lady Masham, either to be continued in tbt 
same o^ce under the new commissioners, or to be considered io 
some other manner, by way of compensation. He urges a prece- 
dent for this in die case of his predecessor, who, being miioveJ 
from hit po§t of secretary, got the office of comptroller of the lot- 
teries, worth five hundred |>ounds per annum, for thirty -two yein* 

\ Lord Harcourt. 

FROM 
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FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT. 

DEAR BROTHER, JULY 24, 1714. 

I SUPPOSE, you have read the account of St. 
Kilda. There is an officer there, who is a sort of 
tribimus plebis^ whose office it is to represent the 
grievances of the people to the laird of M'Leod, 
who is supposed to be their oppressor. He is bound 
to contradict the laird, till he gives him three strokes 
with a cane over the head, and then he is at liberty 
to submit. This I have done, and so has your friend 
Lewis. It has been said that we and the dean were 
the authors of all that has since happened, by keep- 
ing the dragon in, when there was an offer to lay 
down. I was told to my face, that what I said in 
this case went for nothing ; that I did not care, if 
the great person's affairs went to enrire ruin, so I 
could support the interests of the dragon ; that I 
did not know the half of his proceedings. Particu- 
larly it was said, though I am confident it was a 
mistake, that he had attempted the removing her 
from the favour of a great person. In short, the 
fall of the dragon does not proceed altogether from 
his old friend, but from the great person, whom I 
perceive to be highly offended, by little hints that I 
have received. In short, the dragon has been so ill 
used, and must serve upon such terms for the future, 
if he should, that I swear I would not advise Turk, 
Jew, nor infidel, to be in that state. Come up to 
town, and I can tell you more. I have been but 
indifferently treated myself, by somebody at court, 

in 
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in small concerns. I cannot tell who it is. But 
mum for tbat« Adieu. 



TO THE EARL OF OXFORD, 

ON HEARING HIS INTENTIONS TO RESIGN HIS STAFF. 
MY LORD, JULY 25, 1714. 

To MORROW sevennight I shall set out from 
hence to Ireland ; my license for absense being so 
near out, that I can stay no longer without taking 
another. I say this, that if you have any com* 
mands, I shall have just time enough to receive 
them before I go. And if you resign in a few dayS| 
as I am told you design to do, you may possibly 
retire to Herefordshire, where I shall readily attend 
you, if you soon withdraw ; or, after a few montiu* 
stay in Ireland, I will return at the beginning of 
winter, if you please to command me. I speak in 
the dark, because I am altogether so ; and what I 
say may be absurd. You will please to pardon me; 
for, as I am wholly ignorant, so I have none of 
your composure of mind. I pray God Almighty 
direct and defend you, 6fr. 



FROM 
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FROM THE EARL OF OXFORD. 

JULY 27, 1714*. 

IF I tell my dear friend the value I put upon his 
undesen'^ed friendship, it will look like suspecting 
you or myself. Though I have had no power since 
July 25, 1713 -f*, I believe now, as a private man, I 
may prevail to renew your license of absence, con- 
dirionally you will be present with me ; for to mor- 
row morning I shall be a private person. When I 
have settled my domestick affairs here, I go to 
Wimple; thence, alone, to Herefordshire. If I 
have not tired you, fete a tete^ fling away so much 
time upon one who loves you. And I believe, in 
the mass of souls, ours were placed near each other. 
I send you an imitation of Dryden, as I went to 
Kensington : 

To serve with love, 

And shed your blood. 
Approved is above. 

But here below, 

Th' examples show, 

'Tis fatal to be good. 

• Endorsed, " Just before the loss of his staff.** 
+ The earl of Oxford in his Brief Account of Publick A&irs, 
presented to the queen, on the ninth of June 17 14, and published 
in the report of the secret committee, mentions, that he wrote a 
large letter, dated July 25, 17 13, to lord Bolingbroke, "contain. 
" ing his scheme of the queen's afiairs, and what was necessary for 
" lord Bolingbroke to do ;" which letter was answered by that 
lord, on the twenty-seventh of that month. 

FROM 
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FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

6IR, WHITEHALL, JULY 27, 1714. 

1 HAVE yours of the twenty-fifth. You judge 
very right ; it is not the going out, but the manner, 
that enrages me. The queen has told all the lords 
the reasons of her parting with him, viz* that he 
neglected all business ; that he was seldom to be un- 
derstood; that when he did explain himself, she 
could not depend upon the truth of what he said ^ 
that he never came to her at the time she appointed; 
that he often came drunk ; that lastly, to crown all, 
he behaved himself toward her with bad manner^ 
indecency, and disrespect. Piu/e$ hac ofprokrm 
nobiSi &c. 

I am distracted with the thoughts of this, and the 
pride of the conqueror ♦. I would give the world I 
could go out of town to morrow ; but the secretary 
says, I must not go till he returns, which will not be 
till the sixteenth of August, or perhaps the twenty- 
third ; but I am in hopes I may go toward Bath the 
sixteenth. 

The runners are already employed to go to all tbe 
coffeehouses. They rail to the pit of Hell. I am 
ready to burst for want of vent. 

The stick ^ is yet in his hand, because they can* 

not 

* Lord Bolingbxoke. 

i On the night of Tuesday, July 27, the day on which this letter 
is dated, a cabinet council was held (after the eari of Oxftid had re- 
signed the staff, which he did on that day) to consdt what perMW 
to pqt in commission for the management of the treasury. Thi 

popber 
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not agree who shall be the new commissioners. We 
suppose the blow will be given to night, or to mof- 
row morning. The sterility of good and able men is 
incredible. When the matter is over, I will wait 
upon our she friend *. If she receives me as usual, 
I will propose to her, that I will serve where I do^ 
provided I may be countenanced, and at full liberty 
to pay my duty to all the Harleian femily in the same 
manner I used to do. If that is not allowed me fa 
the utmost extent, consistent with my trust here, I 
will propose an employment in the revenues, or to 
go out without any thing ; for I will not be debarred 
going TO him. If she docs not receive me as she 
used to do, I will never go again. I flatter myself 
she will be so fjdendlyas to enter into the considera- 
tion of my private circumstances, and preserve her 
old goodness to me. 

There is no seeing the dragon till he is out, and 
then I will know his thoughts about your coming to 
Brampton. I hear he goes out of town instantly to 
Wimple, and my lady to Brampton ; that he will join 
her there, after a few days stay at Wimple. Adieu. 

miBiber to be five. Sir William Wyndham» chancellor of the ex. 
d^qoef, vas to be one ; but they could not agree in the choice of 
che other four. Their debate about the matter lasted tiU near two 
o'clock in the rooming, at which the queen being pipsent, it raised 
a violent agitation in her spirits, which affeaed her head. 
* Lady Masham. 



FROM 
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FROM LADY MASHAM*. 

MY GOOD PBIEND, JULY 29, 1714/ 

JL OWN it looks unkind in me not to thank you, in 
all this time, for your sincere kind letter ; but I was 
resolved to stay till I could tell you the queen had 
got so far the better of the dragon, as to take her 
power out of his hands. He has been the most un- 
grateful man to her, and to all his best friends, that 
ever was born. I cannot have so much time now to 
write all my mind, because my dear mistress is not 
well, and I think I may lay her illness to the charge 
of the treasurer, who, for three weeks together, waj 
teasing and vexing her without intermission ; and 
she could not get rid of him till Tuesday last, 
July 27 th. I must put you in mind of one passage 
in your letter to me, which is, " I pray God send 
" you wise and faithful friends to advise you at this 
" time, when there are so great difficulties to struggle 
" with." That is ver}' plain and true; tliercforc 
will you, who have gone through so much, and 
taken more pains than any body, and given wise 
advice (if that wretched man had had sense enough 
and honesty to have taken it) I say, will you leave 
us and go into Ireland ? No, it is impossible ; your 
goodness is still the same, your charity and compas- 
sion for this poor lady, who has been barbarously 
used, would not let you do it. I know you take 

* This lady's name was Hill. She was bedchamberwomin to 
the queen, and, in conjunction with Mr. Hade)', afterward ctxl of 
Oxford, brought about the change in the ministry. 

6 delight 
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delight to help the distressed ; and there cannot be a 
greater object than this good lady, who deserves 
pity. Pray, dear friend, stay here; and do not 
believe us all alike, to throw away good advice, and 
despise every body's understanding but their own. 
I could say a great deal upon the subject, but I must 
go to her, for she is not well. This comes to you by 
a safe hand, so that neither of us need be in any pain 
about it. 

My lord and brother are in the country. My 
sister and girls are your humble servants. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS. ESQ. 

SIR, JULY 29, 1714. 

1 HAVE yours of the twenty-seventh. I write this 
in the morning, for I go in the evening to Kensing- 
ton. If I am well received, I will continue my 
homage ; if not, they shall hear of me no more. 
Where shall I write to you again ? for I cannot stir 
from hence till the sixteenth of August at soonest. 
Nothing could please me more than to pass a few 
months with you at Abercothy * ; but I am yet un- 
certain whether I shall go there at all. All I ani 
sure of is, that I will go out of town to some place 
for some time ; first to the Bath, for I cannot bear 
staying in this room. I want physick to help my 
digestion of these things, though the 'squire 'f- is 

• In Caermarthenshire, of which county Mr. Lewis was a 
native. 
+ William Bromley, esq., secretary of state, 

kinder 
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kinder to me than before. I am not morti6ed at 
what you tell me of Mercuriuhs ; only I would 
know, whether any disrespectful conduct of mine 
has brought it upon me ; or whether it is only a 
general dislike of me, because I am not a aian of 
parts, or because I am in other interests? They 
would not give the ()ragon the least quarter, except- 
ing only a pension, if he will work journe3rwork by 
the quarter. I have long thought his parts decayed, 
and am more of that opinion than ever. The new 
commission is not yet named. Would not the world 
have roared against the dragon for such a thing ? 
Mercurialis entertained Stanhope, Craggs, Pultency, 
and Walpole. What if the dragon had done so ? 
The duke of Somerset dines to day with the frater- 
nity at Greenwich, with Withers. Nobody goes out 
with the dragon; but many will sit very loose. 
Some say the new men will be Lexington, Wyndam, 
Strangeways, sir John Stonehouse, and Campion. 



FROM MR. JOHN BARBER. 

DEAR SIR, JULT 31, 1714. SIX AT NIGHT. 

1 AM heartily sorry I should be the messenger of 
so ill news, as to tell you the queen is dead, or 
dying : if alive, it is said, she cannot live rill room* 
ing. You may easily imagine the confusion we are 
all in on this sad occasion. I had set out yesterdaj 
to wait on you, but for this sad accident, and should 
have brought letters from lord Bolingbrokc^ and 
4 lady 
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lady Masham, to have prevented your going. Pray 
do not go, for I will come to you when I see how 
things stand. My lord Shrewsbury is made lord 
treasurer, and every thing is ready for the proclaim- 
ing the duke of Brunswick king of England, The 
parliament will sit to morrow, and choose a new 
speaker, for sir Thomas * is in Wales. 

For God's sake do not go ; but either come to 
London^ or stay till I come to you. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ- 

KENSINGTON, SATURDAY, JULY 31, 1714. 
SIB, SIX m THE EVENIKG, 

At the time I am writing, the breath is said to be 
in the queen's nostrils ; but that is all. No hope 
left of her recover)\ Lord Oxford is in council ; so 
are the whigs. Wc expect the demise to night. 
There is a prospect, that the elector will meet with 
no opposition ; the French having no fleets nor being 
able to put one out soon. Lady Masham did receive 
mc kindly* Poor womanj I heartily pity her. Now, 
is not the dragon bom under a happy planet^ to be 
CNit of the scrape i Dr. Arbuthnot thinks you should 
come up. You iivill not wonder if all my country 
r€$olutions are in suspense. Pray come up^ to see 
how things go. 

* Hanmcr* 
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FROM CHARLES FORD, ES(^. 



I^ONDON, JULY 31, 1714. 

THBEE IX J He ArXEaifOOK* 

1 DO not doubt bat you have heard the qoeen iij 
dtad^ and perlmps we may be so unfoaunate bcfor^f 
this comes to you i but at present she is alirc^ aidH 
much better than could have been expected, I am" 
just come from Kensington, where I have almost, 
spent these two whole days. I am in great haste 
. but, till dinner comes up, I will write to you, 
give you as full an account as I can of her illness 

Her disorder began between eight and nine Tester* 
day morning. The doctors ordered her head to 
shaved ; and while it was doing, she fell into a 
of convulsion, or as they thought an apoplcxf, 
This lasted near two hours, and she was spcecWas, 
and showed little sign of hfe during that time ; but 
came to herself upon being blooded* 

As soon as she recovered, my lord Boliogbroki 
went to her, and told her the privy council was 
opinion, it would be for the publick ser\ice to hare 
the duke of Shrewsbury made lord treasurer. She 
immediately consented, and gave the staff into the 
duke's hands. The great seal was put to the 
by four o'clock. She continued ill the whole d 
Iti the evening I spoke to Dr. Arbuthnot, and 
told me, he did not think her distemper was dcsjpc* 
rate. Radcliffe was sent for to Carshaltoti about noc>n, 
by order of council ; but said he had taken physick, 
and could not come. In all probability he had saved 
her life f for I am told the late lord Gower had beco 

ofte 
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often in the same condition with the gout in his 
head; and RadchfFe kept him alive many years 
after *• This morning, when I went there before 

nine, 

* In the account that is given of Dr. Radcliffe, in the Biogra- 
phia Britannica, it is said, that the queen was ' struck with death 
the twenty-eighth of July : that Dr. Radcliffe's name was not 
once mentioned^ either by the queen or any lord of the council ; 
only that lady Masham sent to him, without their knowledge, 
two boon before the queen's death.' In thb letter from Mr. Ford 
to dean Swift, which is dated the thirty-first of July, it is said, 
that the queen's disorder began between eight and nine the morn. 
ing before, which was the thirtieth ; and that about noon, the 
same day, Radclifie was sent for by an order of council. These 
accounts being contradictory, the reader will probably want some 
assistance to determine what were the facts. As to the time when 
the queen was taken ill, Mr. Ford's account is most likely to be 
tnie, as he was upon the spot, and in a situation, which insured 
him the best intelligence. As to the time when the doctor was 
sent for, the account in the Biographia is manifestly false ; for if 
the doctor had been sent for only two hours before the queen's 
death, which happened incontestibly on the first of August, Mr. 
Ford could not have mentioned the fact on the 31st of July, when 
bis letter was dated. Whether RadclifFe was sent for by lady Ma- 
sham, or by order of council, is therefore the only point to be de- 
tennined. That he was generally reported to have been sent for 
by order of council, is certain ; but a letter is printed in the Bio- 
graphia, said to have been written by the doctor to one of his 
friends, which, supposing it to be genuine, will prove, that the 
doctor maintained the contrary. On the fifth of August, four 
days after the queen's death, a member of the house of commons, 
a friend of the doctors, who was also a member, and one who al- 
ways voted on the same side, moved, that he might be summoned 
to attend in his place, in order to be censured for not attending on 
ber majesty. Upon this occasion the doctor is said to have written 
tbe fiiliowing letter to another of his friends : 

*' DEAR SIR, CARSHALTON, AUG. 7, 1714. 

1 COULD not have thought, that so old an acquaintance, and so 
good a friend, as sir John always professed himself, would have 

c c z made 
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nine, they told me she was just expiring. That ac- 
count continued above three hours, and a report waf 
carried to town, that she was actually dead. She 
was not prayed for, even at her own chapel' at St. 

Janacs's ; 

made such a motion against me. God knows my will to do ber 
majesty any service has ever got the start cf my ability; and t 
have nothing that gives me greater anxiety and trouble than the 
death of that great and glorious princess. I must do that jostioe 
to the physicians that attended her in her illness, from a sight of 
the method that was taken for her preservation by Dr. Mead, at 
to declare nothing was omitted for her preservation ; bnt tlK peo- 
ple about her, the plagues of Egypt fall on them, put it out of the 
power of physick to be of any benefit to her. I know the natoie tf 
attending crowned heads in their last moments too well to be ibod 
of waiting upon them, without being sent for by a proper aQtborily. 
You have heard of pardons being signed for physicians, befixca MW 
vereign's demise^ however, ill as I was, I would have went to the 
queen in a horselitter^ had either her majesty^ or those io cooi* 
mission next to her, commanded me so to do. You may tdl m 
John as much, and assure him, from me, that his ateal for heriaa- 
jesty will not excuse his ill usage of a friend, who has drank many 
a hundred bottles with him ^ and cannot, even after this breadi cl 
a good understanding that ever was preserved between us, but have 
a very good esteem for him. I must also desire you to thaak Too 
Chapman for bis speech in my behalf, since i hear it is the fint he 
ever made, which is taken more kindly ; and to acquaint hia, tbi 
I should be glad to see him at Carshalton, since I fear (for so tk 
gout tells me) that we shall never more sit in the house of cammM» 
together. I am, ^c. 

« JOHN RADCLIFFE." 

' fiut whatever credit may now be paid to this letter, or however it 
may now be thought to justify the doctor's refusal to attend herot- 
jesty, he became at that time so much the object of popular icsent- 
roent, that he was apprehensive of being assassinated ; as appeiD 
by the following letter directed to Dr. Mead, at Chiki's cofte« 
house in St. Pauls Churchyard. 
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James's ; and what is more infamous, stocks arose 
three per cent upon it in the city. Before I came 
awayi she had recovered a warmth in her breast and 
one of her arms, and ail the doctors agreed, she 
would in all probability hold out till to morrow, ex- 
cept Mead, who pronounced > several hours before, 
she could not live two minutes, and seems uneasy it 
did not happen so, I did not care to talk much to 
Arbuthnot, because I heard him cautious in his an- 
swers ro other people ; but, by \\\% manner^ I fancy 
he docs not yet absolutely despair. The council sat 
yesterday all day and night, taking it by turns to 
go out and refresh themselves. They have now 
adjourned, upon wliat the doctors said, till five. 
Last night the speaker and my lord chief justice 
Parker were sent for^ and the troops from Flanders, 



" DEAR SIR, CAtSHALTOK, AUG- J> ^7^4* 

1 GIVE jm^ and fourbrothcri matiy ihanks, for the favcwr you 
intend me to morrow i and if there \t any other friend, that will 

be agreeable to you, he shall meet with a hearty welcome from me- 
Dinner sliull be on the table by two, vv^hen you may he sure to find 
tne ready to wait upon you. Nor shall 1 be at any other time from 
boniej because I have received several letters, whkh threaten mc 
wiih being ptiUed to piecci, if ever 1 come to London. After such 
pen aces as these, it is easy to jmagine^ l!raE the coovcfsation of 
two such very good friends is not only extremely desirable, but the 
ftijoyment of it will be a great happiness and satisfaction to him^ 
who is, ^r. 

*»JOHN RADCLIFFE/* 

RadctiCe died on the first of November the same year» having 
*tir%*ivcd the queen just three months ; and it is said, that the dread 
lie had of the populaccj and the want of company in the country 
fillagei which he did not dare to kavc> shortened his life. He was 
just tixly-four years old. He wift carried to Oxfordj and buried 
in St* Mary'fi church. 

C C S Tliis 
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This morning the Hanoverian envoy was ordered 
to attend with the black box *, and the heralds to 
be in readiness to proclaim the new king. Some 
of the whigs were at the council yesterday, but 
not one failed to day ; and most of the members of 
that party, in each house, are already come to town. 
If any change happens before the post goes out, I 
will send you word in a postscript ; and you may 
conclude her alive, if you hear no more from me, 
and have no better authority than post-letters to in* 
form you of the contrary. For God*s sake do not 
think of removing from the place where you are, till 
matters are a Uttle settled. Ireland is the last retreat 
you ought to think of ; but you can never be better 
than you are now, till we see how things go. 

I had yours with the printed pamphlet^ as well 
as the other, and should have sent it away to mor- 
row. Pray let me hear from you. * • * * * -^. 

Have you had all mine ? I have failed you but 
one post (I think it was the last) for a fortnight or 
more. 

ELEVEN AT NIGHT. 

The queen is something better, and the council 
again adjourned till eight in the morning. 

* Containing the instrument nominating the persons, in noo- 
ber thirteen, to be added as lords justices to the seven great ofioos 
of the realm. 

t Six lines are here erased. 
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TO MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

AUG. 1, 1714. 

W HO told you, I was going to Bath ? No such 
thing. I had fixed to set out to morrow for Ireland, 
but poor lord Oxford desires I will go with him to 
Herefordshire, and only expect his answer whether 
I shall go there before, or meet him hereabouts ; or 
to Wimple, (his son's house) and so go with him 
down ; and I expect to leave this in two or three 
days one way or other. I will stay with him until 
the parliament meets again, if he desires it. I am 
not of your opinion about lord Bolingbroke ; per- 
haps he may get the staff, but I cannot rely on his 
love to me : he knew I had a mind to be historio- 
grapher, though I valued it not, but for the publick 
service, yet it is gone to a worthless rogue that no- 
body knows. I am writ to earnestly by somebody 
to come to town, and join with those people now in 
power, but I will not do it. Say nothing of this, 
but guess the person. I told lord Oxford I would 
go with him, when he was out ; and now he begs it 
of me, and I cannot refuse him. I meddle not with 
his faults, as he was a minister of state ; but you 
know his personal kindness to me was excessive : he 
distinguished and chose me above all other men, 
while he was great ; and his letter to me the other 
day was the most moving imaginable. When I am 
fixed any where, perhaps I may be so gracious to let 
you know, but I will not promise. Adieu. 

CC4 FROM 
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FROM MR. JOHN BIRCH- 

WANTAGE^ ONB O*CL0CK> 
MR. DEAN^ AUG. 1, 1714. 

xxT twelve o^clock lord Bolingbroke*s maa rid 
through Wantage, to call Mr. Packer to London, 
the queen being dead. I am confounded at the 
melancholy news ; yet could not forbear sending it 
to you. Your truly humble servant, 

JO. BIRCH*. 

To the reverend the dean of St. Patrick's, Lctcorab. 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

BEAR DEAN, AUG. 3. 1714. 

X HE earl of Oxford was removed on Tuesday ; 
the queen died on Sunday. What a world is this ! 
and how does fortune banter us ! John Barber teUs 
me, you have set your face toward Ireland. Fray 
do not go. I am agsdnst it. But this is nothing; 
John is against it. Ireland will be the scene of some 
disorder, at least it will be the scene of mortiiicatiofl 
to your friends. Here every thing is quiet, and will 
continue so. Beside which, as prosperity divided, 

^ Endorsed, ^' Mr. Birch, of Wantage. Recei?ed half dter 
'< one on Sunday afternoon, Aug. i, 1714* Q^KCO's dcatlu Sfe 
" died at seven that morning." 
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misfortune may perhaps to some degree unite us. 
The tones seem to resolve not to be crushed ; and 
that is enough to prevent them from being so. Pope 
has sent me a letter fronfi Gay : being learned in 
gcographyj he took Binfield * to be the ready way 
from Hanover to Whitehall. Adieu. But come to 
London, if you stay no longer than a fortnight. Ever 
yours, dear Jonathan^ most sincerely. 

I have lost all by the death of the queen, but my 
spirit I and I protest to yoo, I feel that increase upon 
me. The whigs are a pack of jacobitcs ; that shall 
be the cry in a months if you please- 

t 

^^^P TUESDAY^ AUG. 3^ 1714. 

1 AM overwhelmed with business, and therefore have 
only time to tell yoUj I received yours of August the 
first, and think you should come to town, to see 
how the world goes : for all old schemes, designs, 
projects, journeys, &c. are broke by tlie great event* 
We are ill prognosticators. Every thing goes on 
with a tranquillity we durst not hope for. Earl 
Berkeley commands the fleet. Lord Dorset compli- 
ments the king. The duke of Bolton^ lord lieu- 
tenant of Soutliampton, Addison^ secretary to the 
itgents. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 



♦ A village where Mr. ?opt*$ father lired^ and whence several 
of Mu Pope's ktien were written. It is b Windsor forcsti and 
Ijci in Berkshire. 

FROM 



394 LETTERS TO AND FfiOM 



FROM MR. JOHN BARBER. 

HONOURED SIRj AUG. 3, 1714. 

X OU may easily imagine the concern we were all 
in on the sudden surprise of the queen's death. I 
have hardly recovered it yet. Lord Bolingbroke told 
me last Friday, that he would reconcile you to lady 
Somerset, and then it would be easy to set you right 
with the queen, and that you should be made 
easy here, and not go over. He said twenty things 
in your favour, and commanded me to bring you up, 
whatever was the consequence. He said &rther, he 
would make clear work with them. But all vanished 
in a minute ; and he is now threatened and abused 
every day by the party, who publickly rejoice, and 
swear they will turn out every tory in England. 

Enclosed you have a letter from my lord ; he de- 
sires you would come up, and be any where Incognito. 
Why not at the queen's house ? 

The earl of Berkeley is to command the fleet to 
fetch over the king, and the duke of Arg}-ll is to go 
to Scotland. I send you the list of the twenty-five 
kings*. Poor lady Mash^m is aUnost dead with 
grief 

The parliament meets to morrow, which will 
hind^ me from coming down for three or four days; 
but if you resolve to stay in the country farther, I 
will certainly come down ; for I must needs see you. 

* The lords of the legengr. 

Phi; 
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Pray favour me with a line. I am, sir, your most 
obedient humble servant. Pray come up. 

When my lord gave me the letter, he said, he hoped 
you would come up, and help to save the con- 
stitution, which, with a litde good management, 

' might be kept in tory hands. 



FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

■ 

LONDON, AUG. 5, 1714. 

A HAVE writ to Dawson * for a license of absence 
for you ; but you know you must take the oaths in 
Ireland within three months. There are a great 
many here in the same circumstances ; and in all 
probability, some of them will desire an act of par- 
liament to have leave to do it here. In that case, it 
will be no difficult matter to have you included. 
Mr. Lewis tells me, he wrote to you to come up to 
town, and I see no reason why you should not. All 
matters go on very quiet, and we are not apprehen- 
sive of any disturbances. Stocks never rose so much 
in so few days. This is imputed to the hatred of the 
old treasurer, and the popularity of the new one. 
The whigs were not in the council when he was re- 
commended. Lord Bolingbroke proposed it there, 
' as well as to the queen ; and I hope they two arc 

• JoMph Dawson, esq., secretary to the lords justices of IrebiKL 
He built a very fine house in a street called by hi) own name, which 
is now the mansion house of the lord mayor of Dublin. 

upon 
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Upon very good terms^ though Mr. Lewis secfxit J 
positive of the contrary, I never heard of any pkjuc H 
the duke had to hirrij but that he was to be chief 
mioister : and that bring at an cnd^ why may not 
they be reconciled ? The dragon was rhought to 
show more joy upon prockiming the king» than was 
consistent with the obligations he had received from 

. He was hissed all the way by the mob, and 

some of them threw halters into his coach. This 
was not the effect of party ; for the duke of Ormond 
was huzzaed throughout the whole city, and was 
followed by a vast crowd to his own house, though 
he used all possible endeavours to prevent it* There 
was an attempt to aflront the captain in the ca^^al- 
cade, but it did not succeed ; and though a few 
hissed, the acclamations immediately drowned the 
noise* Not a single man showed the least respect 
to the colonel ; and last night my lord Bingley was 
beaten by mistake^ coming out of his house. I doubt 
he has disobliged both sides so much, that ncirber 
will ever own him; and his enemies tell stories 
of him, that I shall not believe till I find you allow 
them. 

The lords justices made a speech to the parliament 
to day. If it comes out time enoughs I will send it 
you ; but I hear it only contains their proceedings, 
upon the queen's death ; that they have yet receiirc^k^^ 
no directions from the king, and to desire the com — 
mons to continue the funds, which are expired* K 
am told our regents are already divided into foiixnB 

they have made yet c^f™ 
ny lord Berkeley to cc 



parties. 



The greatest use 
appoint 



mand the fleet which is to bring over the kingj and 



6 



tQ 



toSt 8WlPt» 



$Q7 



to make the duke of Bolton lord lieutenant of 
Hampshire* 

I send you a gazette *, tliough I am ashamed to 
have it seen* I had writ a great deal more of the 
queen's illness, an account of her birth^ &c. but i 
could not find out Mr. Lewis, and had nobody to 
consult with^ and iherefore chose rather to lay too 
little, than any thing I doubted might be improper* 
Yesterday the duke of Marlborough made his pub- 
lick entry tlirough the city : first, came about two 
hundred horsemeoj three in a row, then a company 
of trainbands, with drums, &^. his own chariot with 
himself and his duchess- Then my duchess followed 
by sixteen coaches with six horses, and between 
thirty and forty with two horses. There was no 
great mob when he passed through the Pall mall, but 
there was in the city : and h^ was hissed by more 
than huzzaed. At Temple bar, I am assured, the 
noise of hissing was loudest, though they had pre- 
pared their friends to receive hioi, and the gathering 
of others was only accidental. You may guess how 
great a favourite lie is, by some old stories of his 

behaviour at the camp, when was there, and 

afterward at Hanover; and by the share he and his 
family have in the regency. But to be sure, this 
di&creet action wmII endear him more than any sub* 
ject in England. We had bonfires, &t, at night* 
From the list of tlie lords justices^ and some other 
things, we imagine to ourselves there will not be 
many changes ; but that the vacancies for some time 
will be tilled up with whigs. 



* He was gazetteer. 
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What I blotted out in my last, was something 
that passed between the captain and Barber, relating 
to you. After I had writ, they told me all letters 
would be opened, which made me blot out that 
passage. Barber says, he gave you some account of 
it, though not a full one. I really believe lord 
Bolingbroke was very sincere in the professions he 
made to you, and he could have done any thing. 
No minister was ever in that height of favour ; and 
lady Masham was at least in as much credit, as she 
had been in any time of her life. But these are me* 
lancholy reflections. Pray send me your poem*. 
Hoc erat, &c. or bring it up yourself. Barber told 
me, he had been several hours with the captain, 
upon a thing that should have come out, but was 
now at an end *(*. He did not tell what it was ; and 
I would net ask many questions, for fear of giving 
him suspicion. 

* This poem is an imitation of part of the sixth satire of the 
second book of Horace. 

I often wish'dy that I had dear. 

For life, six hundred pounds a year, (!fr. 

f See the note in p. 352. 
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FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

SIR, WHITEHALL, AUG. 7, 1714. 

IT is true you have nothing to do here ; but what 
have you to do any where else till you go to Ireland, 
where you must indeed be before three months end, 
in order to qualify yourself ? The law requires it, as 
much as if your deanery was but now conferred upon 
you. 

Arbuthnot is removed to Chelsea, and will settle 
there. The town fills every moment. We are as 
full in the house of commons as at any time. Wc 
are gaping and staring to see who is to rule us. The 
whigs think they shall engross all. We think we 
shall have our share. In the mean time we have no 
division at council, or in parliament. I sent twice to 
Kensington to inquire after lady Masham's health. 
Next week I will go to see her, and will keep up my 
acquaintance, in all events, if she thinks fit. I doubt 
she and her sister are not perfectly easy in their 
affairs ; but you forgot one who is worse than cither, 
that is Mrs. Hill, who has not a sous. I will stay 
here till our commission is either renewed to us, or 
given to another. I am yours, i^c. 
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TO LADY MASHAM. 



MADAM. 



AUG* 7 J 1?^. 



1 HAD the lionour of a letter ftom your ladyship a 
week ago j and, the day after, came the unformmate 
news of the queen^s death, which made it altogether 
tinseasonable, as perhaps it may be still, to give your 
ladyship this kind of trouble. Although my con- 
cern be as great as that of any other good subjectj 
for the loss of so excellent a princess ; yet I can assttre 
yoUj madam^ it is little to what I suffer upon yimf 
ladyship's particular account. As you excel in the 
several duties of a tender mother, a true friend, and 
a loving wife ; so you have been tlie best and mcNl 
faithful servant to your mistress, that ever any so- 
vereign had. And although you have not been re- 
warded suitably to your merits, I doubt not but I 
God will make it up to you in another life, aind to 
your children and posterity in this. I cannot p» 
about to comfort your ladyship in your great afflk> 
tion, otherwise than by begging you to make use of 
your own piety, and your own wisdom, of both whkli 
you have so great a share. You are no longer i 
servant ; but you are still a wife, a mother, and a 
friend ; and you are bound in conscience to take cart 
of your health, in order to acquit yourself of these 
dudes, as well as you did of die other, which is oM 
at an end. 

I pray God to support your ladyship, under fa 

great 
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great a share of load, in this general calamity : and 
remain^ with the greatest respect and truth, madam, 
Your ladyship's most obedient 

and most obliged servant. 

I most heartily thank your ladyship for the favour- 
able expressions and intentions in your letter, written 
at a time when you were at the height of favour 
and power. 



TO LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

MY LORD, AUG. 7^ 17 i4. 

1 HAD yours of the diird ; and our country post is 
SO ordered, that I could acknowledge it no sooner. 
It is true, my lord, the events of five days last week 
might furnish morals for another volume of Seneca. 
As to my lord Oxford, I told him freely my opinion 
before I left the town, that he ought to resign at the 
end of the session. I said the same thing often to 
your lordship and my lady Masham, although you 
seemed to think otherwise, for some reasons ; and 
said so to him one afternoon, when I met you there 
with my lord chancellor. But, I remember, one of 
the last nights I saw him (it was at lady Masham's 
lodgings) I said to him, " That, upon the foot your 
** lordship and he then were, it was impossible you 
^' could serve together two months :'* and, I think, 
I was just a week out in my calculation. I am 
only sorry, that it was not a resignation, rather than 
a removal ; because the personal kindness and dis- 
VoL. XI. D D tinction 
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tinction I always received from his lordship and yoa, 
gave me such a love for you both (if you great men 
will allow that expression in a little one) that I re- 
solved to preserve it entire, however you differed 
between yourselves ; and in this I did, for some time, 
follow your commands and example. I impute it 
more to the candour of each of you, than to my 
own conduct, that having been, for two years, almost 
the only man who went between you, I never observ- 
ed the least alteration in either of your countenances 
toward me. I will swear for no man's sincerity, 
much less for that of a minister of state : but thus 
much I have said, wherever it was proper, that your 
lordship's proposals were always the fairest in the 
world, and I faithfully delivered them as I was em- 
powered : and although I am no very skilful man at 
intrigue, yet I durst forfeit my head, that if the case 
were mine, I could have either agreed with you, or 
put you dans voire tort. When I saw all reconcilia- 
tion impracticable, I thought fit to retire ; and was 
resolved, for some reasons (not to be mentioned at 
this distance) to have nothing to do with whomever 
was to be last in. For either I should not be needed, 
or not be made use of. And let the case be what it 
would, I had rather be out of the way. All I pre- 
tended was, to speak my thoughts freely, to repre- 
sent persons and things without any mingle of tnjr 
own interest or passions, and sometimes to make use 
of an evil instrument, which was likely to cost ©e 
dear, even from those for whose service it was cm- 
ployed. I did believe there would be no farther oc- 
casion for me, upon any of those accounts. Besides, 
I had so ill an opinion of the qucen^s health, that I 
was confident you had not a quarter of time left for 

6 the 
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the work you had to do ; having let slip the oppor- 
tunity of cultivating those dispositions she had got 
after her sickness at Windsor. I never left pressing 
my lord Oxford with the utmost earnestness (and 
perhaps more than became me) that we might be put 
in such a condition, as not to lie at mercy on this 
great event : and I am your lordship's witness, that 
you have nothing to answer for in that matter. I 
will, for once, talk in my trade, and tell you, that I 
never saw any thing more resemble our proceedings, 
than a man of fourscore, or in a deep consumption, 
gomg on in his sins, although his physician assured 
him he could not live a week. Those wonderful 
refinements, of keeping men in expectation, and not 
letting your friends be too strong, might be proper 
in their season — Sed nunc non erat his locus. Besides, 
you kept your bread and butter till it was too stale 
fiw any body to care for it. Thus your machine of 
four years modelUng is dashed to pieces in a mo- 
ment : and, as well by the choice of the regents as 
by their proceedings, I do not find there is any in- 
tention of managing you in the least. The whole 
nineteen ♦ consist either of the highest partymen, or 

(which 

* Od the demise of the queen, the following were lords of the 
TtgBDCf, until the arrival of George I from Hanorer : archbishop 
Tcaoisoo ; lord Harcourt, lord chancellor ; the duke of Bucking. 
bmi, president of the council ; the duke of Shrewsbury, lord li u- 
tcnm d Ireland, and lord high treasurer of England ; the earl of 
fikutmoiirh, lord privy seal ; the earl of Strafford, first lord com- 
of the admiralty ; and sir Thomas Parker, lord chief 
: of the king's bench; who were appointed by act of parlia. 
To which the elcaor of Hanover was pleased to add the 
\ ; the archbishop of York, the dnkes of Somerset, Boltoii» 
Deroahiie, Kent, ArgyU, Montrose, and Roxburgh; the earlf 
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(which mightily mends the matter) of such who left 
us upon the subject of the peace, and affected 
jealousies about the succession. It might reasonably 
be expected, that this quiet possession might con- 
vince the successor of the good dispositions of the 
church party toward him ; and I ever thought there 
was a mighty failure somewhere or other, that this 
could not have been done in the queen's life. But this 
is too much for what is past ; and yet, whoever ob- 
served and disliked the causes, has some title to 
quarrel wrth the effects. As to what is to come, your 
lordship is in the prime of your years, flein des esfriis 
qui foumissent les esperances ; and you are now again 
to act that part (though in another assembly) which 
you formerly discharged so much to your own ho- 
nour, ^nd the advantage of your cause. You set out 
with the wind and tide against you ; yet, at las^ 
arrived at your port, from whence you arc now driven 
back intaopen sea again. But, not to involve my- 
self in an allegory, I doubt whether, after this di** 
appointment, you can go on with the same vigour 
you did in your more early youth.- Experience, 
which has added to your wisdom, has^ lessened your 
resolution. You are now a general, who, after many 
victories, have lost a battle, and have not the same 
confidence in yourself or your troops. Your fellow 
labourers have either made their fortunes, or are past 
them, or will go over to seek them on the other 

side. Yet, after all, and to resume a little courage; 

to be at the head of the church interest is no mean 
station ; and that, as I take it, is now in your lond- 

of Pembroke, Anglcsca, Carlisle, Nottingham, Abingdon, Scar- 
borough, and Orford ; lord viscount Townshend, lord Halifiuc id' 
lord Cowper. 

ships 
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ship*s power. In order to whichj J could heartily 
wish for that union you mention ; because, I need 
not tell you, that some are more dexterous at pulling 
down their enemies than, &c. We have certainly 
more heads and hands than our adversaries ; but^ it 
must be confessed, they have stronger shoulders and 
better hearts. I only doubt my friends, the rabble^ 
are at least grown irimraers; and that, setting up the 
cry of ** trade and woolj" against ** Sacheverell and 
** the church,'* has cooled their zcaL 1 take it for 
granted, there will be a new parliament against win- 
ter ; and if they will retain me on the other side as 
their counsellor, I will engage them a majority* But, 
since it is possible I may not be so far in their good 
graces, if your lordship thinks my service may be of 
any use in this new world, I will be ready to attend 
you by the beginning of vvinlcr. For the misfortune 
is, that I must go to Ireland to take the oaths ; which 
I never reflected on till I had notice from some 
friends in London : and the sooner I go the better, 
to prevent accidents i for I would not willingly want 
a favour at present, I think to set out in a few days, 
but not before your lordship's commands and in- 
structions may reach me. I cannot conclude with* 
out offering my humblest thanks and acknowledg- 
ments, for your lordship's kind intentions toward me 
(if this accident had not happened) of which I rc- 
peived some general hints. — 1 pray God direct your 
lordship : and I desire you will believe me to be 
what I am, with the utmost truth and respea, 

Your lardsliip's most obedient, &V* 
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TO THE REV. MR. ARCHDEACON WALLS. 

LETCOMBE, AUG. 8, 1714. 

If I had but fixed a week sooner for my journey to 
Ireland, I should have avoided twenty inconveniencics 
that have since happened to me, and been with you 
the time I am now writing. Upon the earl of Ox- 
ford's removal, he desired I would go with him into 
Herefordshire, which I consented to, and wrote you 
word of it, desiring you would renew my license of 
absence at the end of this month, for I think it then 
expires. Two days after, I had earnest invitatioa 
from those in power, to go up to town, and assist 
them in their new ministry, which I resolved to ex- 
cuse ; but, before I could write, news came of the 
queen's death, and all our schemes broke to shatters. 
I am told I must take the oaths in Ireland in three 
months ; and I think it is better travelling now than 
later ; and although I am earnestly pressed by our 
broken leaders to come up to town, I shall not do it; 
but hope to set out on the sixteenth instant toward 
Ireland, and if it please God, be with you in nine or 
ten days after this comes to your hands. However, 
let my license be renewed before it expires. I think 
I answered yours in my last. I leave all things 
entirely to you and Mr. Forbes. My service to 
gossip Doll, goody Stoyte and Martha, and Mr. 
Manley and lady. Mr. Manley is, I believe, now 
secure in his post ; and it will be my turn to solicit 
favours from him. I have taken up Mr. Fcthcr- 

StOQ*S 
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5ton's money, to pay some debts in London ; I de- 
sire you will pay him fifty pounds, with the usual 
exchange, at twenty days sight, or later, if it be 
inconvenient. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

WHITEHALL, AUG. 10, 1714. 

1 NEVER differed from you in opinion, in any 
point so much, as in your proposal to accommodate 
matters between the dragon and his quondam friends. 
I will venture to go so far with you, as to say he 
contributed to his own disgrace, by his petitesses, 
naore than they did, or ever had it in their power to 
do. But since they would admit of no terms of ac- 
commodation, when he offered to serve them in their 
own way, I had rather see his dead carcase, than 
that he should now tamely submit to those, who 
have loaded him with all the obloquy malice could 
suggest, and tongues utter. Have not Chartres ♦, 
Brinsden \y and all the runners, been employed to 
call him dog, villain, sot, and worthless ? And shall 
he, after this, join them ? To what end ? I have great 
tenderness for lady ;{:, and think her best way is 

• The infamous colonel Chartres, whose character and epitaph 
may be found in the works of Mr. Pope. 

+ He is said, by Mr. Boycr, in Political State, rol. Ill, for Jan. 
171 1- 1 2, p. 52, to have been an oculist, and a private agent of lord 
Bolingbroke ; and to have been employed by the government, ia 
Jan. 1 7 1 1 - 1 2, to attend on prince Eugene, when his highness 
arrived in England, in the beginning of that month* 

X Masham. 
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to retire and enjoy the comforts of a domestick life. 
But sure the earth has not produced such monsters as 
MercuriaUs *, and his companion -f*, and the pre- 
late :}:. The last openly avows he never had obliga- 
tion to the dragon, and loads him with ten thousand 
crimes ; though his greatest, in reality, was preferring 
him. But to come out of this rant ; What should 
they be friends for ? Cui bono f Arc we in a dream ? 
Is the queen alive again ? Can the lady ^ hereafter 
make any figure, but 2l persona fmita in a drama ? If 
the dragon declares against the man of mercury, he 
may strike in with the tertium quidj that will pro- 
bably arise; but with him he can never be odier- 
wise than spurned and hated. The natural result (tf 
this is, that however I may, for my private satisfiic- 
tion, desire to see you here, I cannot but think you 
should go to Ireland to qualify yourself, and then re- 
turn hither, when the chaos will be jumbled into 
some kind of order. If the king keeps some tones 
in employment, the notion of whig and tcwry will be 
lost ; but that of court and country will arise ||. The 
regency has declared in favour of the whigs in Ireland. 
I believe Mr. Thomas will stand his ground. We 
shall be dissolved as soon as we have settled the civil 
list. We have no appearance that any attempt will 
be formed by the pretender. 

* Lord Bolingbroke. 
\ Probably the lord chancellor Harcourt. 
X The bishop of Rochester. 
^ Lady Masham. 

II This is a remarkable prediction, which we have seen fiil- 
fiUed. 
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FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE, 



AUG. 11, 1714* 

X SWEAR I did not imagine, that you could have 
held out through two pageg, even of small paper, in 
so grave a style* Your state of late passages is right 
enough* I reflect upon them with indignation, and 
shall never forgive myself for having trusted so long 
to so much real pride, and awkward humility ; to an 
air of such familiar friendship^ and a heart so void of 
all tenderness ; to such a temper of engrossing busi- 
ness and power, and so perfect an incapacity to 
manage one, with such a tyrannical disposition to 
abuse the other, 6fr** 

But enough of this^ I cannot load him as knave^ 
without fixing fool on myself. 

For you I have a most sincere and warm affection^ 
and in every part of my life will show it. Go into 
Ireland, since it must be so, to swear ^, and come 
back into Britain to bless, to bless me, and those 
few friends who will enjoy you* 

Johannes Tonsor% brings you this. From him 
you will hear what is doing* Adieu, love me, and 
love me the better, because after a greater blow than 
most men ever felt, 1 keep up my spirit ; am neither 
dejected at what lias passed, nor apprehensive of ^vhat 
is to come. Med vitiuie me hivoho, 

* He means lord Oxford. 

i That bt to fake the oaths to the gOTemment on king George's 
accession to the thtxjn^i 
^ John £atbcr» 

FROM 
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FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 



LONDOK^ AUG, 12, 1714, 

V/UR jiisticef sit several hours every day, witbcwt 1 
affording us the least news. I do not hear any thitig H 
they have done wortli mentioningj except some or- ~ 
ders they have given about the dispute in the ciiy rf 
Dublin* You may be sure they are not such as iriU ^j 
pleaie our friends ; but I think you and I agreed in fl 
condemning those proceedings in our own people* 
My lord Derby is made lord lieutenant of Lancasliire, 
That and Hampshire are the only vacant employ- 
ments they have filled up s I suppose, under pre- 
tence of their being maritime counties* If the whig! 
had directed the list of regents, Marlborough, Suih 
deriand and Wharton had not been left our* Tbeit 
are five tories too, that would not have been in. 
Though they were a little whimsical for three or fiour 
days about the succession, they iccmcd to rccaoU 
and own themselves in an errour by the later votti 
Every one of them apprm^cd the peace, and were fti 
the address at the end of the last session, that it w« 
safe, honourable and advantageous- Considcriog 
what ministers were employed here by the counof 
Hanover, and that the king himself had litdc infor* 
mation bui what he received firim ihemj I iMnk hii 
list shows no ill disposifion to the tories z and tbej 
say he is not apt to be hasty in removing the per- 
sons he finds in employment The bill is brougju 
in for granting him the old duties for the civil Uit 
One Wikes, of Northampton, moved ta tack the 

place 
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place bill to it ; but nobody seconded him, and he 
was extremely laughed at. He happens unluckily to 
be a tory. 

Did you receive your papers last post ? The first 
copy is not yet left at St. Dunstan's. Should I send 
to Barber for it in Bolingbroke's name ? I have writ 
to him to bring in his bill^ and as soon as he comes 
I will pay him. I suppose I shall see him to morrow* 
I wish you a good journey to Ireland. But if I hear 
Saturday's post comes into Wantage on Sunday, I 
may trouble you again. Pray let me know when you 
land in Ireland, that I may write to you, if any thing 
happens worth while. I shall be very impatient for 
what you promise me from thence. I should be 
very glad to hear from you while you are on the 
road. 

Lord Anglesey came to town last Tuesday. They 
arc all here now, except Pembroke and Strafford. 

Charles Eversfield is making his court to the dukes 
of Somerset and ArgjU : he declares he will keep 
his place, if he can, and that he will not stir for 
Campion's election in the county of Sussex. Cam* 
pion and he have had some high words upon that 
account. Lord Orford told the commissioners of 
the admiralty, they were ignorant, negligent of their 
duty^ and wanted zeal for the king's service. 
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FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT. 

MY BEAR FRIEND, AUG. 12^ 17M. 

1 THANK you for your kind letter, which is vciy 
comfortable upon such a melancholy occasion. My 
dear mistress's days were numbered even in my ima- 
gination, and could not exceed such certain limits ; 
but of that small number a great deal was cut off by 
the last troublesome scene of this contention among 
ber servants. I believe sleep was never more wel- 
come to a weary traveller, than death was to her ; 
only it surprised her too suddenly before she had 
signed her will; which, no doubt, her being in- 
volved in so much business hindered her from finish- 
ing. It was unfortunate, that she had been per- 
suaded, as is supposed by Lowndes, that it was ne- 
cessary to have it imder the great seal. I have 
figured to myself all this melancholy scene ; and 
even, if it be possible, worse than it has happened 
twenty times ; so that I was prepared for it. My 
case is not half so deplorable as poor lady Masham's, 
and several of the queen's servants ; some of whom 
have no chance for their bread but the generosity of 
his present majesty, which several people, that know 
him, very much commend. So far is plain from 
what has happened in publick affairs, that what one 
party affirmed of the settlement has proved tme, 
and that it was firm : that it was in some measure an 
advantage to the successor not to have been here, 
and so obliged to declare himself in several things, 
\i\ which he is now at hberty. And indeed never 

any 
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any prince in this respect canne to the crown with 
greater adv^antage, I can assure you the peaceable 
scene that now appears, ts a disappointmeot to more 
than one set of people. 

I have an opportunity calmly and philosophically 
to consider that treasure of vilcness and baseness, 
that I always believed to be in the heart of man ; 
and to behold them exert their insolence and base- 
ness ! every new instance, instead of surprising and 
grieving me^ as it does some of my friends, really 
diverts me, and in a manner improves my theory* 
Though I think I have not met witli it in my own 
case, except from one man. And he was very far 
mistaken, for to him I would not abate one grain of 
my proud spirit. Dear friend, the last sentence of 
your letter quite kills me. Never repeat that melan- 
choly tender word, that you will endeavour to forget 
me, I am sure I never can forget you, till I meet 
with (what is impossible) another, whose conversa^ 
don I can delight so much in as Dr. Swift's ; and 
yet that is the smallest thing I ought to value you 
for. That hearty sincere friendship, that plain and 
open ingenuity in all your commerccj is what I am 
sure I never can find in another* Alas ! I shall want 
often a faithful moniror, one that would vindicate mc 
behind my back, and tell me my faults to my face* 
God knows I write this with tears in my eyes. Yet 
do not be obstinate, but come up for a little lime to 
London ; and if you must needs go, we may concert 
a manner of correspondence wherever we are, I 
have a letter from Gay just before the queen's death. 
Is he not a true poet, who had not one of his own 
books to give to the princess, that asked for one ? 
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TO MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

AUG. 12, 1714. 

X HAD your letter last post, and before you can 
send me another, I shall set out for Ireland. I must 
go and take the oaths ; and the sooner the better. 
If you are in Ireland when I am there, I shall see you 
very seldom. It is not a place for any freedom ; but 
it is where every thing is known in a week, and mag- 
nified a hundred degrees. These are rigorous laws 
that must be passed through : but it is probable we 
may meet in London in winter ; or if not, leave all 
to fate, that seldom comes to humour our inclina« 
tions. I say all this out of the perfect esteem and 
friendship I have for you. These pubhck misfor- 
tunes have altered all my measures, and broke my 
spirits. God Almighty bless you. I shall, I hope, 
be on horseback in a day after this comes to your 
hand. I would not answer your questions for a 
million : nor can I think of them with any ease of 
mind. Adieu. 



FROM 



DR. SWIFT. 4 IS 

FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

AUG. 14, 1714 ♦. 

X HOPE you did not pay the two shillings for 
postage. If you did, pray send me the cover that I 
may inquire into the meaning of it. I suppose you 
expect news upon Craggs*s return from Hanover ; 
but I do not hear a word more than what you have 
in the lords justices speech. Yesterday morning after 
he came, the whigs looked dejected^ and our friends 
very much pleased; though I do not know any 
reason for either, unless it was expected by both 
flides, that he would have brought orders for altera* 
tions. It seems the dragon's entertainment was on a 
fiunily account, upon the agreement between lord 
Harley and lord Pelham ; and only those, who wer^ 
concerned in their affairs, were invited. But slighter 
grounds would have served to raise a story at this 
time ; and it was sufficient, that my lord Townshend 
and lord Cowpcr dined at his house. However, we 
look upon him as lost to our side ; and he has cer^ 
tainly made advances of civility to the whigs, which 
they have returned with the utmost contempt. I 
am told dismal ^ begins to declare for his old friends, 
and protests he was really afraid for the protestant 
succession, which made him act in the manner he 
did. The foreign peers are certainly deprived of their 

• On the back of this letter is the following note of the dean. 
" Memorandum, I left Led comb, Aug. 16, 17 14, in order to 
«« Ireland." , 

t The carl of Nottingham. 

right 
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right of %'oting by the express words of the ac 
succession ; and it appears it was the intention of die 
legislature at that time, for prince George of Den- 
mark was excepted by name ; but it is thought the 
lords will interpret it otherwise^ when it comes to be 
tried. They do not lose the other privileges of 
peerage, and their posterity born here may sit in thej 
house. The same clause extends to the house o^ 
commons ; and no foreigner can enjoy any employ- ' 
ment, civil or military. They may be favourable to 
the lords, who are all whigs ; but I doubt poor Duke 
Disney will lose his regiment. I suppose Barber ba$ 
gi%Tn you an account of lord Bolingbroke^s pamph*^ 
let- If you and he are not come to an ^claircLssc- H 
ment upon it, shall I send to him for it ; I long for 
the other. Yesterday the commons voted mmiffi 
em. to pay the Hanover troops, that deserted m ia 
17 12. To day sir William Wyndham, Campioii, j 
and two or three more^ gave some opposirion to i^^fl 
for which tliey are extremely blamed. I think xhtj 
had acted right, if they had spoke against tl yester- 
day ; but it seems they were not then in the house* 
They had not strength enough to day to come to a 
division. 

Once more I wish you a good journey, and a quick 
return ; and I hope you will find things go better tfafto 
you expect. 



MR* 
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MR. GAY TO DR. ARBUTHNOT, OR THE 
DEAN OF ST. PATRICK'S. 



BANO%'£iiy Aug* 16^ 17 14. 

X OU remember, I suppose, that I was to write you 
abundance of letters from Hanover ; but as one of 
the most distinguishing quahties of a politician is 
secrecy, you must not expect from me any arcanas 
of state. There is another thing, that is necessary 
to establish the character of a politician ; which 19^ 
to seem always to be full of affairs of state j to know 
the consultations of the cabinet council^ when at the 
same rime all his politicks arc collected from news- 
papers. Which of these two causes my secrecy is 
owing to, I leave you to determine. There is yet 
one thing rnorc^ that is extremely necessary for a 
foreign minister, which he can no more be without, 
than an artisan without his tools ; 1 mean the terms 
of his art* I call it an art or a science, because 
I think the king of France has established an 
icadcmy to instract the young Machiavclians of his 
country in the deep and profound science of poll- 
fickSp To the end that I might be qualified for an 
employment of this nature, and not only be quali- 
fied myself, but (to speak in the style of sir John 
Fal^aff ) be the came of qualifications in others, I 
bare made it my business to read memoirs, treaties, 
&c* And as a dictionary of law terms is thought 
necessary for young beginners; so I thought a dic- 
tionary of terms of state would be no less useful for 
young politicians. The terms of politicks being not 

Vol. XL E e so 
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SO numerous as to swell into a volume, especially in 
time of peace, (for in time of war all the terms of 
fortification are included) I thought fit to extna 
them in the same manner, for the benefit of young 
practitioners, as a famous author has compiled his 
learned treatise of the law, called the Doctor and 
Student* I have not made any great progress in thb 
piece ; but, however, I will jost give you a specimen 
of it, which will make you in the same manner a 
judge of the design and nature of this treatise. 

PoUiician. What are the necessary tools for a 
prince to work with ? 

Student. Ministers of state. 

Politician. What are the two great qualities <rf a 
minister of state ? 

Student. Secrecy and dispatch. 

Politician. Into how many parts are the mioistets 
of state divided ? 

Student. Into two. First, ministers of state M 
home ; secondly) ministers of state abroad, who ait 
called foreign ministers. 

Politician. Very right. Now as I design you for 
the latter of these employments, I shall wave saying 
any thing of the first of these. What are the dif- 
ferent degrees of foreign ministers ? 

Student. The different degrees of fore^ minis- 
ters are as follow : first, plenipotentiaries ; second, 
embassadors extraordinary ; third, embassadors in 
ordinary ; fourth, envoys extraordinary ; fifth, en- 
voys in ordinary ; sixth, residents ; seventh, consols; 
and eighth, secretaries. 

Politician. How is a foreign minister to be knom* 

Student. By his credentials. 

PoUms^ 
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Politician. When are a foreign minister's creden- 
tials to be delivered ? 

Student. Upon his first admission into the pre- 
sence of the prince, to whom he is sent, otherwise 
called his first audience. 

Politician. How many kind of audiences are 
there? 

Student. Two, which are called a publick audi- 
ence, and a private audience. 

Politician. What should a foreign minister's b^ 
haviour be when he has his first audience ? 

Student. He should bow profoundly, speak de- 
liberately, and wear both sides of his long periwig 
before, &c. 

By these few questions and answers you may be 
able to make some judgment of the usefulness of 
this politick treatise. Wicquefort, it is true, can 
never be sufficiently admired for his elaborate trea- 
tise of the conduct of an embassador in all his nego- 
tiations : but I design this only as a compendium, or 
the embassador's manual, or vade niecum. 

I have writ so far of this letter, and do not know 
who to send it to ; but I have now determined to 
send it, either to Dr. Arbuthnot, or the dean of St. 
Patrick's, or to both. My lord Clarendon is very 
much approved of at court, and I believe is not dis- 
satisfied with his reception. We have not much 
variety of diversions : what we did yesterday and to 
day we shall do to morrow; which is, to go to court, 
and walk in the gardens at Herenhausen. If I write 
any more, my letter will be just like my diversions, 
the same thing over and over again. So, sirs, your 
most obliged, humble servant, 

J. GAY. 

E E 2 I would 
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I would have writ this letter over again, but I had 
not time. Correct all my errata. 



TO LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

MY LORD^ DUBI/IN, SEPT. 10, 1714. 

X HOPE your lordship, who were always so kind 
to me while you were a servant, will not forget me 
now in your greatness. I give you this cauticui) 
because I really believe you will be apt to be exalted 
in your new station of retirement, which was the 
only honourable post that those who gave it you 
were capable of conferring. And as, in other em« 
ployments, the circumstances with which they are 
given, are sometimes said to be equally valuable 
with the gift itself, so it was in your case. The seal- 
ing up your office, and especially without any direc- 
tions from the king, discovered such sentiments of 
you in such persons, as would make any honest man 
proud to share them. 

I must be so free as to tell you, that this new office 
of retirement will be harder for you to keep, than 
that of secretary : and you lie under one great dis^ 
advantage, beside your being too youDg; that whereas 
none but knaves and fools desire to deprive you of 
your former post^ all the honest men in England will 
be for putting you out of this. 

I go on in writing, though I know not how to scftd 
you my letter. If I were sure it would be opencd^y 
the sealers of your office, I would fill it with some 

terms 



DR. SWIFT. 



421 



terms of art^ that they would better descnrc, than 
relish. 

It is a point of wisdom too hard for mc, not to 
look back with Ycxation upon past management- 
Divines tell us often from their pulpits, ** That half 
*' the pains which some men take to be damned, 
** would have compassed their salvation :'* this, I 
am sure, was extremely our case. I know not what 
motions your lordship intends : but, if I sec the old 
whig measures taken in the next elections ; and tliat 
tiie Court, the Bank, East India, and South Sea, act 
strenuously, and procure a majorit)^; I shall lie down, 
and beg of Jupiter to heave the cart out of the dirt. 

I would give all I am worth, for the sake of my 
country, that you had left your mantle with some- 
body in the house of commons, or that a dozen 
honest men among them had only so many shreds of 
it. And soj having dispatched all our friends in 
England, off flies a splinter, and knocks two gover- 
nors of Ireland dead, I remember, we never had 
leisure to think of that kingdom. The poor dead 
queen is used like the giant Longaron in Rabelais. 
Pantagrucl took liongaron by the heels, and made 
him his weapon to kill twenty other giants; then 
flung him over a river in the town, and killed two 
ducks and an old cat* I could talk verj^ wisely to 
you, but you would regard me not. I could bid 
you, mn desperate tie trfuMira^ and say, that res 
nafimf dm muH atimhtisirari. But I will cut all short, 
ind assure you, that, if you do not save us, I will not 
beat the pains of racking my invention to guess how 
wc shall be saved ; and yet I have read Polybius. 

They tell me you have a \'cry good crap of 
wlieat, but the barley is bad. Hay will certainly be 

B E 3 dear. 
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dear, unless we have an open winter. I hope you 
found your hounds in good condition, and that 
Bright has not made a stirrup-leather of your jockey* 
belt. . 

I imagine you now smoking with your humdrum 
squire (I foi^et his name) who can go home at mid« 
night, and open a dozen gates when he is drunk. 

I beg your lordship not to ask me to lend you any 
money. If you will come and live at the deanery, 
and furnish up an apartment, I will find you in 
victuals and drink, which is more than ever yoii got 
by the court : and as proud as you are, I hope to see 
you accept a part of this offer before I die. 

The take this country; it has, in three 

weeks, spoiled two as good sixpenny pamphlets, as 
ever a proclamation was issued out against. And 
Bince we talk of that, will there not be ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ • 
♦ ♦♦♦♦* ♦♦♦♦:!.? 1 shall be cured of loving 
England, as the fellow was of his ague, by getting 
himself whipped through the town. 

I would retire too, if I could ; but my country 
seat, where I have an acre of ground, is gone to ruin, 
The wall of my own apartment is fallen down, and I 
want mud to rebuild it, and straw to thatch it. 
Besides, a spiteful neighbour has seized on six feet of 
ground, carried off my trees, and spoiled my grove, 
AH this is literally true, and I have not fortitude 
enough to go and see those devastations. 

But, in return, I live a country life in town, see 
nobody, and go every day once to prayers; and hope, 
in a few months, to grow as stupid as the present 
situation of affairs will require. 

+ Here arc two or three words in the raanascript totally eiued 
and illegible. 

WeU, 
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Wellj after all, parsons are not such bad cora- 
pany» especially when they are under subjection ; 
and I let none but such come near me. 

However^ pray God forgive them, by whose in- 
dolence, neglect, or want of friendship, I am re- 
duced to hve with twenty leagues of salt water be- 
tween your lordship and me, ij>c. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT. 



BEAR BBOTHEE, 



OCT. 10, 1714. 



HiVEN in affliction your letter made me melan- 
choly, and communicated some of the spleen, which 
you had when you wrote ir, and made me forfeit 
some of my reputation of cheerfulness and temper 
under afflictions, Howevefj I have so many sub- 
jects among my friends and fellow-servants to be 
grieved for, that I can easily turn it off myself witk 
credit, Tlie queen's poor servants are like so many 
poor orphans exposed in the very streets : and those, 
whose past obllgationsof gratitude and honour ought 
to have engaged them to have represented their case, 
pass by them like so many abandoned creatures, with- 
out the possibility of ever being able to make the 
least return for a favour ; which has added to my 
ttcory of human virtue. 

I wish 1 did not only haunt you in the obliging 
and aftectionate sense you are pleased to express it, 
but were personally present with you ; and I think it 
were hardly in the power of fortune not to make some 

E E 4 minutes 



424 



LETT Efts TO AN0 PEOM 



minutes pleasant* I dine with my lord and kd/ 
Masham to day, where wc will, as usually, fCTii at* , 
ber you. ~ ^H 

You have rcadj ere this time, the History of ra^^ 
White Staff*, tvhich is either contrived by ao enemy, 
or by himselfi to bring down vengeance ; and I have 
told some of his nearest friends so. All the dragon 
can say will not give him one single friend among the 
whole fmrty ; and therefore I even wonder at hiin, 
which you will say is a strange thing. The very ^ 
great person of all ^ can hardly speak of him with ■ 
patience. The Conde :j: acts like a man of spirit, 
makes up to the king, and talks to him, and would 
have acted with more sense than any of them, could 
he have had any body to have acted along with himi 
nas numerus strnins^ 6ff * The man yoa speak of is 
just as you describe, so I beg pardon, Shadwcll 
saysj he will have my place of Chelsea. Ganh told 
inc, his merit was giving intelligence about Wi 
mistress's health. I desired he would do me die 
favour to say, that I valued myself upon quite the 
contrary ; and I hoped to live to see the day, when 
his majesty would value me the more for it too. I 
have not seen any thing as yet to make me recant * 



I 



I 

^ 



• A pamphlet written by Mr, Daniel de Foe, and publUW i 
1714, in 8 vo, in two parts, under ihe tide of** Thtr Secret Hi«l 
•* of the White Staff; being in account of aflliirs under the condii 
«' of bome late minbiar, ind of what roighi pfobablf hive tap 
** pcnedj if her oiajcicy had not died.'^ Sooa aftef (bf poUkitio 
of it J came out, in i^vo, "A Detection of ihc Sophtttry and FaUit 
"of the P^imphkt, cnciilcd, * The Secret Hbtoiy of the Whir^ 
*' Sta^f'^ containing aji bqutry into the St^'& conduct la ibe lit^ 
•' roanagemem^ particukriy wirh rtspect totheproteiCiiit a 

+ Probably king George L 

J Pcterborow, 
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certain inconvenient opinion I havc^ that one can- 
not pay too dear for peace of mind* 

Poor philosopher Berkeley has now the idea ♦ of 
health, which was very hard to produce in hitn ; for 
ihc had an idea of a strange fever upon him; so strong, 
Fthat it was very hard to destroy it by introducing a 
contrary one. Poor Gay is much where he wasj only 
out of the duchess's family and service ^. He has 
some confidence in the princess and countess of Pic- 
bourgh ; I wish it may be significant to him. I ad- 
>ised him to make a poem upon the princess before 
she came over, describing her to the English ladies ; 
for it seems the princess does not dislike that, (She 
is really a person that I believe will give great con» 
tent to every body.) But Gay was in such a grovel- 
ling condirion^ as to the affairs of the world, that his 
muse would not stoop to visit him. I can say no 
more of news, than that you will find the proceedings 
hitherto have been comparatively gentle, AdieUt 



DR, ARBUTHNOT TO MR. FORD J. 

BEAR SIE^ 

1 THANK you kindly for yoiirs, with the enclosed 
;irom our friend, I would have obeyed your com- 
rmands as to the History of the White Staff; but 

Thii all -det to hii book^ in wtitch he atremptt to ptore, tliil 
^ ihingt &uppo«d to depemi upoc 4 imieml wodd, MiUist oftlf 

+ The duchess of Monmoath, 

I Wtittca on tlic tame ppci widi die biu 

that 
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that there really is np answer to it, more than a 
thing that rises ju9t out of what is said in the history; 
none writ on purpose by any one that knows aiat* 
ters of &ct, or can contradict what he says ; or in- 
deed write by concert of the persons that are ^- 
tacked. And I reckon any other is not worth your 
while to read. The dragon denies it ; but as I told 
the governor, it is necessary for him to do that in a 
very solemn and strong manner, else there will be a 
ripping answer, as you say. All things go on at the 
usual rate. I am at uncertainty stilL as to my little 
office. I leave them to do just as they please, 
George Fielding and brigadier Britton are grooms of 
the bedchamber, which does not seem altogether 
the doing of a certain great man. The groom of 
the stole is still uncertain, lying between two that 
you know. I am told, that the great person (^ all 
has spoke more contemptibly of the dragon than 
of any body, and in very hard terms. Has not ho 
managed finely at last ? The princess gives great 
content to every body. I will add no more, being 
to write on the other side to the dean ; which pray 
fonvard. 



FROM MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

X OU once had a maxim, which was, to act what 
was right, and not mind what the world would say. 
I wish you would keep to it now. Pray what can 
be wrong in seeing and advising an unhappy young 
wpman ? I cannot imagine. You cannot but know, 

that 
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that your frowns make my life unsupportable. You 
have taught me to distinguish, and then you leave 
me miserable. Now, all I beg is, that you will for 
once counterfeit (since you cannot otherwise) that in- 
dulgent friend you once were, till I get the better of 
these difficulties* 



TO SIR ARTHUR LANGFORD. 

SIR, TRIM, OCT. 30, 1714. 

X WAS to wait on you the other day, and was told 
by your servant that you are not to be seen till 
toward evening, which at the distance I am at this 
time of the year, cannot easily be compassed. My 
principal business was to let you know, that since my 
last return from England many persons have com* 
plained to me, that I suffered a conventicle to be 
kept in my parish, and in a place where there never 
was any before. I mentioned this to your nephew 
Rowley in Dublin, when he came to me with this 
message from you ; but I could not prevail with him 
to write to you about it. I have always looked upon 
you as an honest gentleman, of great charity and 
piety in your way ; and I hope you will remember 
at the same time, that it becomes you to be a legal 
man, and that you will not promote or encourage, 
much less give a beginning to, a thing directly con- 
trary to the law. You know the dissenters in Ire- 
land are suffered to have their conventicles only by 
(Tonnivanee, and that only in places where they for*? 

6 merly 



428 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

mcrly used to meet. Whereas this conventicle of 
yours is a new thing, in a new place entirely of your 
own erection, and perverted to this ill use from the 
design you outwardly seemed to have intended it (or. 
It has been the weakness of the dissenters to be too 
sanguine and assuming upon events in the state, 
which appeared to give them the least encourage* 
ment ; and this, in other turns of af&irs, has proved 
very much to their disadvantage. The most mode* 
rate churchmen may be apt to resent, when they sec 
a sect, without toleration by law, insulting the esta- 
blished religion. Whenever the legislator shall 
think fit to give them leave to build new conven- 
ticles, all good churchmen will submit; but tiU 
then we can hardly see it without betraying our 
church. I hope therefore you will not think it hard, 
if I take those methods which my duty obliges me, 
to prevent this growing evil as far as it ties in my 
power, unless you shall think fit, from your own 
prudence, or the advice of some understandii^ 
friends, to shut up the doors of that conventicle for 
the future. I am, with true friendship and esteem, 
sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

B. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

SIR, NOV. 4, 17M. 

1 HAVE one letter from you to acknowledge, 
which I will do verj*^ soon. In the mean time, I 
send this to acquaint you, that if you have not al- 
ready 
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ready hid your papers in some private place in the 
hands of a trusty friend, I fear they will fall into the 
hands of our enemies. Sure you have already taken 
care in this matter, by what the publick prints told 
you of the proceedings of the great men toward 
the earl of StfafFord and Mr, Prior. However, for 

greater caution, this is sent you by 

I am, &c. 



FROM MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

DUBLIN, 1714.. 

JL OU bid me be easy and you would see me as 
often as you could. You had better have said, as 
often as you could get the better of your incliha- 
'rions so much ; or, as often as you remembered there 
was such a one in the world. If you conrinue to 
treat me as you do, you will not be made uneasy 
by me long. It is impossible to describe what I 
have suffered since I saw you last. I am sure I 
could have born the rack much better than those 
killing words of yours. Someriraes I have resolved 
to die without seeing you more ; but those resolves^ 
to your misfortune, did not last long. For, there is 
something in human nature, that promps one so to 
find relief in this world, I must give way to it : and 
beg you would see me and speak kindly to me, for 
I am sure, you would not condemn any one to suffer 
what I have done, could you but know it. The 
reason I write to you is, because I cannot tell it tfa 
you should I see you. For, when I begin to com- 
plain. 
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plain, then you are angry ; and there is sometliiflg; 
in your looks so awful, that it strikes me dumb. 
Oh ! that you may have but so much regard for me 
left, that this complaint may touch your soul with 
pity. I say as little as ever I can ; did you but know 
what I thought, I am sure it would move you to 
forgive me, and believe, I cannot help- telling yoo 
this and live *. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT TO MR. FORDf . 

DEAR FRIEND, 

1 HOPE this will find you in good health ; and I 
hope in greater tranquillity of mind, than when wc 
used to lament together at your office for the eter- 
nal faults of our friends, I have seen the dragon 
thrice since I wrote to you. He is without shadow 
of change; the greatest example of an unshaken 
tranquillity of mind, that ever I yet saw, seeming 
perfectly well sarisfied with his own conduct in every 
particular. You know we have often said, that there 
is but one dragon in rerum natura. I do not know 

* A letter from Dr. Swift, dated Philipstown, Nov. 5, 17 14, 
says, that he was going to a friend upon a promise, being then a 
mile from Trim, when miss Vanhomrigh's servant overtook hitt 
with a letter. She was then at Kilrhohid, and would go to town 
on the Monday following, to her lodging in Turnstile alley. He 
concludes thus ; ** I have rode a tedious journey to day, and can 
** say no more. Nor shall you know where I am, till I come, 
<< and then I will see you. A fig for your letters and messi^* 
" Adieu." 

+ Endorsed, " Received Dec. «, 1714." 

what 
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what he thinks, but I am perfectly well satisfied) 
that there will not be that one dragon left, if sotne 
people have their wilL Haly Bassa, they say, strug* 
gles for his son-in-law* It is generous, and gratefuL 
There is a prodigious quarrel between him and the 
president about it *. I have given you the trouble 
of the adjoined for the dean, as also a scrap of a 
letter for him which we had begun at our club, but 
did not finish ; Dr. Pamell not going, as he said. 
I am not yet out, but expect to be soon. Adieu« 

I had almost forgot to tell you of the pretender's 
declaration, m which there are vfotds to this pur- 
pose : " That be had no reason to doubt of the 
*^ good intention of his sister, which wais the' reason 
** that he sat qiiiet in her time ; but now was di»- 
*^ appointed by the deplorable accident of her sud- 
'' den death." 



n5«s 



FROM THE SAMEf . 

BEAR BROTHER, 

1 SEND you the scrap of a letter begun to you by 
the whole society, because I suppose you even value 
the fragments of your friends. The honest gentle- 
man, at whose lodgings we wrote, is gone for France. 
I really value your judgment extremely in choosing 

* The (^resident of the council^ who at that time was Daniel, earl 
of Nottingham. 

t Written on the same paper with the last. 

your 
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your friends. I think worthy Mr* Ford is an instance 
of it, being an honcsti sensible, firm, friendly mm^ 
ef qualis ah inceptu pracesseraf^ &e* Though, by 
the way, praising your judgment is a little compli- 
ment to myself, which I am apt to fall into of l*te, 
nobody now being at the trouble of doing it for mCi 
The Parncllian, who was to have carried this letter, 
seems to have changed his mind by some suddca 
turn in his affairs ; but I wish his hopes may not be 
the effect of some accidental thing working upon Ub 
spirits, rather than any welUgrounded project* 

If it be any pleasure to you, I can assure you, that 
you are remembered kindly by your friends, and I 
believe not altogether forgot by your enemies. I 
think both is for your reputation. I am told, that 
I am to lose my little preferment : however, I hope 
to be able to keep a little habitation warm in town. 
1 cannot but say, I think there is one thing in your 
circumstance, that must make any man happy; 
which is, a liberty to preach. Such a prodigious 
privilege^ that if it did not border upon simony, I 
could really purchase it for a sum of money. For 
my part, I never imagine any man can be uneasyi 
that has the opportunity of venting himself to a 
whole congregation once a week* And you may 
pretend what you will, I am sure you think so too, 
or you do not judge right. As for news, I never 
inquire about any* Fmmus Troes, Gffr, Std mm 
ftTOX JitpiUr iramtitlii omma ad jfrgos. 

My present politicks is to give no disturbance t§~ 
the present folks in tlie due exercise of their power, 
for fear of forcing them to do very strange thing«» 
rather than part with what they love so well. Un- 
toward reports in the country will make electiooi 

deaitTi 
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dearer/ which I am sorry for. The dragon/ T attf 
afr&id, will be struck at. Adieu/ in haste. 

I must not forget to tell you a passage of the pre- 
tender's declaration^ to this purpose ** That he had. 



TO MONSIEUR GIRALDIf. 

BE DUBLIN EN YBLANDE^ FE^ 
MONSIEUR^ VRIER 25, 1714-15. 

J E prens la liberte de vous presenter le porteur de 
celui-ci, monsieur Howard, gentilhomme savant et 
de condition de ce pays-ci ; qui pretend de faire le 
tour d'ltahe ; et qui etant chanoine en mon doyenne 
ct professeur de college ici, veut en voyageant parmi 
les catholiques s'opiniatrer plus dans son her^sie. Et 
aprds tout, monsieur, il n'est que juste, puisque vous 
avcz ddrobe notre franchise Angloise pour Tajouter ^ 
votre pohtesse Italienne que quelques-uns de nous- 
autres tramontanes devoient en voyageant chez vous 
faire des repr6sailles. Vous me souffiirez aussi de 
vous prier de presenter mes tr^s humble devoires ^ 
son altesse royale le Grand Due. 

Pour mon particulier, monsieur, je prens la li- 
berty de vous dire, que deux mois devant la mort 
de la reine, voyant, qu'il etoit tout-^-fait impossible 
de raccommoder mes amis du minist^re, je me re« 

• Here the words in p. 43 1 are repeated. 
-h Secretary to the duke of Tuscany. 

Vol. XI. F f tirai 
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tirai i la campagnc en Berkshire, d'ou aprts ce tristc 
6v^nement je suis venu en Irlande, oil jc demcurc 
en men doyenne, et attens avec la resignation d'un 
bon chr^tien la mine de notre cause et de mes amis, 
menaces tous les jours par la faction dominante. Car 
ces messieurs sont tout-i-fait resolu de trancher unc 
demi-douzaine de tctes des meilleures d'Angletcrrc, 
et que vous avez fort bien connues et estimfes. Dieu 
sait quel en sera r6venement. Pour moi j'^ quitt^ 
pour jamais la politique, et arec la permission ^es 
bons gens qui sont maintenant en vogue, je de- 
meurerai la reste de ma vie en mon hermitage poor 
songer k mon salut. 

Adieu, monsieur, et me faites la justice de croire, 
que je suis, avec beaucoup de respect, monsiedr, 
votre, &c. 



TO THE EARL OF OXFORD. 

MY LORD, DUBLIN, JULY I9, 1715. 

IT may look like an idle or officious tiling in mc, to 
give your lordship any interruption under your pre- 
sent circumstances : yet I could never forgive my- 
self, if, after being treated for several years with the 
greatest kindness and distinction, by a person of your 
lordship's virtue, I should omit making you at thi^ 
time the humblest offers of my poor service and at- 
tendance. It is the first time I ever solicited you in 
my own behalf; and if I am refused, it will be the 
first request you ever refused me. I do not think 
myself obliged to regulate my opinions by the pro- 
ceedings 
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ceedings of a house of lords or commons ; and there- 
fore, however they may acquit themselves in your 
lordship's case, I shall take the liberty of thinking 
and calling your lordship the ablest and faithfuUest 
minister, and truest lover of your country, that this 
age has produced: and I have already taken care 
that you shall be so represented to posterity, in spite 
of all the rage and malice of your enemies. And this 
I know will not be wholly indifferent to your lord- 
ship ; who, next to a good conscience, always esteem- 
ed reputation your best possession. Your intrepid 
behaviour under this prosecution astonishes every one 
but me, who know you so well, and how little it is 
in the power of human actions or events to discom- 
pose you. I have seen your lordship labouring 
under greater difficulties, and exposed to greater 
dangers, and overcoming both, by the providence of 
God, and your own wisdom and courage. Your life 
has been already attempted by private malice ; it is 
now pursued by publick resentment. Nothing else 
remained. You were destined to both trials; and 
the same power, which delivered you out of the 
paws of the lion and the bear, will, I trust, deUver 
you out of the hands of the uncircumcised. 

I can write no more. You suffer for a good cause; 
for having preserved your country, and for having 
been the great instrument, under God, of his pre- 
sent majesty's peaceable accession to the throne. 
This I know, and this your enemies know ; and this 
I will take care that all the world shall know, and 
future ages be convinced of. God Almighty pro- 
tect you, and continue to you that fortitude and 
magnanimity he has endowed you with I Farewell. 

J. S. 

P F 2 FROM 
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FROM DR- FREIND^. 



MR. DEAN, WESTM. SEPT. 20, 1715- 

1 AM much obliged to lady Kerry for giving you 
an occasion of writing, and shall always be pleased 
in receiving any commands from you. Mr Fitx- 
maurice-|- is very promising, and a favourite of mine 
already. I had never seen or heard from any one 
that was concerned for him, till I had the favour oi 
yours ; but as I had taken a particular notice of him 
on his own account, I shall now do it much morr 
upon yours. This will be brought to you by your 
kinsman, Mr. Rolt. I am glad I can tell you, that 
he has behaved himself very well here. He is not of 
the highest sort, but is very sober and industrioos,. 
and will work out his way, and I believe, deserve any 
encouragement you are pleased to give him. Things 
are in an odd posture with us at present ; and the 
state of banishment you are in, may be endured with- 
out much regret : however, I shall hope in a little 
time to see you here, when more of your friends arc 
in town. 

The bishop :j: and my brother § are much yours, 
and very desirous of a happy meeting with you. Be- 
fore this can be with you, you will be able to guess 

♦ Robert Frcind, D. D., master of Westminster school. 
+ He had been placed at the school by Swift. 
:; Dr. Francis Atterhury, bishop of Rochester. 
^ John Frcind, M. D, 

how 
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how soon that may happen. And may it be as soon 
as is wished by, sir, your most obedient and faithful 
humble servant, 

R. FREIND. 



FROM THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND. 

SIR, OCT. 17, 1715. 

A WAS extremely pleased to find you had not for 
got your friends, when it is so hard for them to write 
you, and by their concern for you, put you in mind 
of them. But I find no misfortunes can lessen your 
friendship, which is so great, as to blind you of the 
side of their faults, and make you believe you see 
virtues in them, it were happy for them they enjoyed 
in any degree ; for, I am sure, some of those you 
named are much wanted at this time. I was, as you 
heard, very well pleased, that my friend * was safe 
as to his person, but very uneasy at seeing his re- 
putation so treated. As to his fortune, it is yet in 
dispute. However, as long as he is well, I am satis- 
fied. It is with difficulty I do hear; but now and 
then a straggling body brings me an account of 
him : for there has been no encouragement to write 
by the post, all letters miscarrying, that either he or 
I have wrote that way, that we have given it over 
now, and trust to accident for the news of each other. 

* The duke, who being suspected of treasonable practices, or 
designs, went abroad. 

F P 3 I hope 
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I hope I shall hear from you oftener than I have 

done for some months past : for no friend you have 

has more respect for you^ than your most humble 

servant, 

M. ORMOND. 

Your niece Betty * is your humble servant. 



FROM BISHOP ATTERBURY. 

GOOD MR. DEAN, BROMLEY -f, APRIL 6, 17 i6. 

JVlY gout kept me so long a prisoner at West- 
mmster this winter, that I have fixed at Bromley this 
spring much sooner than ever I yet did, for which 
reason my meeting with Dr. Younger will be more 
difficult, than it would be, had I been still at the 
deanery ^. 

The best (or rather the worst) is, that I believe 
he can say nothing to you upon the matter about 
which you write, which will please you. Hit 
deanery § is of the old foundation, and in all such 
foundations the deans have no extraordinary power 
or privilege, and are nothing more than residentiarie^ 
with a peculiar corps belonging to them as deans; 
the first of the chapter, but such, whose presence is 

• Her gracelfi daughter. 

+ Bromley in Kent, where the bishops of Rochester hire iA 
episcopal palace. 

I (A Westminster, which has long been connected with the 
bishoprick of Rochester. 

5 Of Salisbur)'. 

not 
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not necessary toward the dispatch of any one capi- 
tular act, the senior residenEiary supplying their ab* 
sencCj in cwry case* with full authority* Thus, I 
say, the case generally is in the old deaneries, unless 
where the local statutes may have expressly* reserved 
some peculiar power or privilege to the deans of those 
churches. But none of them, I dare say, have a 
negative, either by common law, custom, or local 
statute- Thus much to show you, that a nice search 
into t!ie peculiar rights of the dean of Sanim will be 
needless, if not tnischicvous to you* The three 
deaneries, which I have had, are all of the new foun- 
dation, by Henry VIII, or queen Elizabeth* In the 
charters of all there is a clause, empowering the dean 
to make, punish, and unmake all the officers. In 
the statutes of one of them (CarUsle) the dean's con* 
sent, m all the gra'tmns cam^^ is made expressly 
necessary, and in the other two nothing from the 
foundation of those churches ever passed the seal 
without the dean's sigllktur first written on the lease, 
patent, presentarion, i^c. which is a manifest and un- 
contested proof of hi!* negative. As to the power of 
proposing, that I apprehend not to be exclusive to 
the other members of chapters. It is a point chiefly 
of decency and convenience; the dean being the 
principal person, and supposed best to be acquainted 
with the affairs of the church, and in what order 
they are fittest to be transacted. But if any one else 
of the body will propose any thing, and the rest of 
the chapter will debate it, I see not how the dcaa 
can hinder them, unless it be by leaving the chapter; 
and that itself will be of no moment in churches, 
where his absence iLQt% not break up and dissolve the 

WW 4 chapter; 
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chapter ; as it does, where his consent to any thing 
there treated of is expressly required before it can 
pass into an act. Where, indeed, he is allowed such 
a negative, he is generally allowed to make all pro- 
posals ; because it would be to no purpose for any 
one to make a proposition which he can quash by a 
dissent : but this is not, I say, a matter of right, but 
prudence. 

Upon the whole, the best advice I can give you, 
is, whatever your powers are by statute or usage, not 
to insist on them too strictly in either of the cases 
mentioned by you, unless you arc very sure of the 
favour and countenance of your visitor. The lawyers, 
you will find, whenever such points come before 
them for a decision, are very apt to disregard statutes 
and custom in such cases; and to say that their 
books make the act of the majority of the corporation 
the legal act of the body, without considering whe- 
ther the dean be among the minority or not. And 
therefore your utmost dexterity and address will be 
necessary, in order to prevent such a trial of your 
right at common law ; which, it is ten to one (espe- 
cially as things now stand) will go against you. If 
the refractory part of your chapter are stout, and 
men of any sense, or supported underhand, (the last 
of these is highly probable) you had better make use 
of expedients to decline the difficulty, than bring it 
at present to a decision. These arc the best lights, 
and this the best advice^ I can give you, after along 
experience of the natural consequence of such strug- 
gles, and a careful search into the foundation of the 
powers and privileges claimed and disputed on the 
one side and the other. I wish I could say any thing 

. 1 more 
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more to your satisfaction^ but I cannot ; and I think, 
in all such cases^ the best instance I can give you of 
my friendship^ is oot to deceive you. 

There is a statute in the latter end of king Henry 
the eighth's reign worthy of your perusal* The title 
of it relates to the leases of hospitals^ &V, and the 
tenour of it, did, in my apprehension^ seem always to 
imply, thatj without the dean^ master, &€. nothing 
could be legally done by the corporation. But the 
lawyers will not allow this to be good doctrine, and 
say, that statute (notwithstanding a constant phrase 
of it) determines nothing of this kind^ and^ at the 
most^ implies it only as to such deaneries, (^c. where 
the dean, master, &c* have the right of a negative, 
by statute or usage. And few lawyers there are, who 
will allow even thus much. I cannot explain myself 
farthef on that head ; but, when you peruse the 
statute, you will see what I mean ; though, after all, 
it does not, 1 believe, include Ireland, However, 
I look upon it as a declaration of the common law 
here in England, 

I am sorry you have any occasion to write to mc 
on these heads, and much sorrier that I am not able 
to give you any tolerable account of them. God 
forgive those, who have furnished me with this know- 
ledge, by involving me designedly into those squab* 
bles. I thank God, I have forgiven them, 

i will enter into nothing but the inquiries of your 
letter, and therefore add not a word more, either in 
English or Latin^ but that I am, with great esteem, 
good Mr, dcauj your very aftecrionate humble 
icrvant, 

FR. ROFFER 
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FROM LADY BOLINGBROKE*. 



MB* BBAKj X^!n>0}f| MAT B^ i7l6« 

I OUR letter came in very good time to me, when 
I was full of vexation and trouble^ which all vanishes, 
finding that you were so good to remember me under 
my afflictions, which have been not greater than you 
can think, but much greater than I can express. I 
am now in town ; business called me hither ; and 
when that is finished I shall retire with more comfort 
than I came. Do not forsake an old friend, not be- 
lieve reports which arc scandalous and false. Yoa 
are pleased to inquire after my health i I can give 
you no good account of it at present ; but that coun- 
try, whither 1 shall go next week, will^ 1 hope, set 
mc up. As to my temper, if it is possible, I am 
more insipid and dull than ever, except in some 
places^ and there I am a little furyy especially if they 
dare mention my dear lord without respect, which 
sometimes happens ; for good manners and relation* 
ship are laid aside in this town i it is not hard for ym 
to guess whom I mean. I have not yet seen bcf 
grace ^, but design it in a day or two: we have kept 
a constant correspondence ever since our misfortunes, 
and her grace is pleased to call me sister. There is 
nobody in the world has a truer respect and viliie 

• Daughter and coheiress of lif Henry WtncHescomb of Backk- 
bury, in the county of Berks, btrt. Mr. St. John asaxried tUt 
lady in 1700. 

f The d aches t of Ormond. 
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for her than myself. I scjid this to my friend John, 
and beg you, when you do nfle the favour of an 
answer^ to send it to him, who will take care to con- 
vey it to me in the country ; for your letter lay a 
long while, before it came to my hands, I beg you 
to look with a friendly eye upon all my faults and 
blots in this letterj and that you will believe me what 
I really am, your most faithful humble servant, 

F.B. 



FROM THE SAME. 



DSAE SIB, 



I.ONDOK, AUG. 4^ 1716. 



1 WISH your last had found me in the country, 
but, to my misfortune, I am stiU kept in town, 
soliciting my unfortunate business* I have found 
great favour from his majesty. But form is a tedious 
thing to wait upon. Since it is my fate, I must bear 
it with patience, and perfect it, if I can ; for there is 
nothing like following business one's self I am un- 
willing to stir without the seals, which I hope to have 
soon* I have been very ill ; this place never agree- 
ing with me, and less now than ever, it being pro- 
digious hot weather, 

I know not what to say as to one part of yours ; 
only this, that you will forgive the fears of a woman, 
if she says she is glad it is as it is, though it has 
almost ruined her I hope, one time or other, his 
majesty will find my lord has been misrepresented ; 
and, by that means, he may be rcsioretl to his coun- 
try once more with honour ; or else, however harsh it 
6 may 
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may sound out of my mouth, I had rather wear 
black. These are my real sentiments. I never 
thought myself, nor my health, of any consequence 
till lately ; and since you tell me it is so to the un- 
worthy, as you please to term it, I shall take care of 
it : for the worthy, which I once thought so, they 
are good for nothing, but to neglect distressed 
friends. Those few friends I meet with now, arc 
worth a thousand relations : that I found long ago. 
We have the happiness of odd, half-witted relations^ 
and silly, obstinate, opiniatre friends, that are a 
severe plague to me. I never could have the plea- 
sure of talking ,one moment to the duchess of Or- 
mond. She had always company, and some, that I 
wish she had not. She is now out of town, and we 
do not correspond at present. I wish her all happi- 
ness, and in better hands as to her business. You 
have a much better opinion of me than I deserve ; 
but I will study all I can to merit that favour, which 
you are kind to assure me of. 

I wish it were possible for us two to meet, that I 
might assure you, in person, that I am yours most 
faithfully. 

P. S. Yours came safe. I hope this will to you. 
There is a lady, who never forgets you, and a 
particular friend to me, and has been a great 
comfort to me in my trouble ; I mean my te- 
nant : she is now in the country, to my grief. 
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raOM THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND. 

SIB, SEPTEMBER 14, 17 1 6. 

1 HAD the ill fortune to miss of that letter you up- 
braid me with. I had deserved any reproaches you 
could make me, if it had come to my hands, and I 
not made due acknowledgments for your inquiries 
after me. I will make you wish you had not been 
so angry with me ; for I will scrawl out myself, wliat 
you would rather Betty or my maid had, for they 
would have made shorter work of it ; but I will 
answer every part of yours, that you obliged me with 
by Mr. Ford. 

First; as to the lady you mention, the reason I 
had not seen her in a great while was, my being in 
the country. To tell you the truth, I believe her 
husband has been a better courtier, than either she, 
or any of her sex could be ; because men have it in 
their power to serve, and I believe hers has effec- 
tually done what lay in him. 

You kindly ask how my affairs go. There is yet 
no end of them, and God only knows when there 
will be. For when every thing was thought done, a 
sudden blast has blown all hopes away, and then 
they give me fresh expectations. In the mean time 
I am forced to live upon the borrow ; my goocl> all 
taken away ; that I shall not so much as havj :i bcil 
to lie upon, but what I must buy ; and no montv ot 
my own to do that with ; so that you mav iina'-iric 
me in a cheerful way, I pray God support nv:. 

The 
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The gentleman you inquired after is very well 
now. The illness you heard he had, he- has been 
subject to a good while. What you desire, I wish 
were in the power of either his brother or me ; but 
all will go from both of us of every kind. Only 
they say, that the clothes upon my back I may per- 
haps call my own, and that's all. I was obliged to 
leave the country. I was so ill there, that if I had 
not come to the physicians, I cannot tell what might 
have happened. My daughter is your most humble 
servant, and is pretty well in health. 

Am not I one of my word, and troubled you 
twice as long as you would have wished ? But you 
will find by this, that a woman's pen should no more 
be set at work than her tongue; for she never knows 
when to let either of them rest. But my paper puts 
me in mind, that I have but just room to tell you, I 
wish much to see you here, if it could be with your 
satis&ction; and that I am, with great sincerity, sir, 
your faithful humble servant, 

M. ORMOND. 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE^. 

OCTOBER 23, 1716. 

IT is a very great truth, that, among all the losses 
which I have sustained, none affected me more 
sensibly than that of your company and correspond- 

• Endorsed, •* Receiyed Nov, 7, 1716." 
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encc ; and yet, even now, I should not Tenture to 
write to you» did not you provoke me to it, A com- 
merce of letters between two men, who are out of 
the world, and who do not care one farthing to re- 
turn into it again, must be of little moment to the 
state ; and yet I remember enough of that world, 
to know, that the most innocent things become cri- 
minal in some men^ as the most criminal pass ap« 
plauded in others. 

Your letter breathes the same spirit as your con- 
Tcnatton at all times inspired, even when the occa- 
sions of practising the severest rules of virtuous for- 
dtude seemed most remote ; if such occasions could 
ever seem remote to men, who are under the direc- 
tion of your able and honest friend sir Roger*. 

To write about myself is no agreeable task, but 
your commands are sufficient at once to determine 
and excuse me. Know therefore, that my health is 
far better than it has been a great while ; tlmt the 
money which I brought over with me will hold out 
some rime longer ; and that 1 have secured a small 
fund, which will yield In any part of the world a 
revenue sufficient for one, qui pent se reirancher mime 
ax^et plmsir dam h mSdkerUi. I use a French ex- 
pressiouj because I have not one, that pleases me, 
ready in English. Daring several months after my 
leaving that obscure retreat, into which I had thrown 
myself last year, I went through all the morufying 
circumstances imaginable. At present I enjoy, as 
far as I consider myself, great complacency of mind; 



* Sir Roger i» die nime gi\^n to lord treasurer Oxford, in ihe 
hiiTory of John Bull- As Bolingbroke ii km>Wfi to hare bited aiid 
demised the uca«iircr« the wordt able and hof>cst must be taken 
Iromcally. 

but 
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but this inward satisfaction is embittered, when I 
consider the condition of my friends. They are got 
into a dark hole, where they grope about after blind 
guides; stumble from mistake to mistake; jostle 
against one another, and dash their heads against the 
wall ; and all this to no purpose. For assure your- 
self that there is no returning to light ; no going out, 
but by going back. My style is mystick, but it is 
your trade to deal in mysteries, and therefore I add 
neither comment nor excuse. You will understand 
me ; and I conjure you to be persuaded that if I 
could have half an hour's conversation with you, for 
which I would barter whole hours of life, you would 
stare, haul your whig, and bite paper, more than 
ever you did in your life*. Adieu, dear friend; 
may the kindest influence of Heaven be shed upon 
you. Whether we may ever meet again, that Hea- 
ven only knows ; if we do, what millions of things 
shall we have to talk over ! In the mean while, be- 
lieve that nothing sits so near my heart as my coun- 
try and my firiends ; and that among these you ever 
had, and ever shall have, a principal place. 

If you write to me, direct a Monsieur Chariot, 
cJiez Monsieur Cantillon, hanquier^ rue de TArhre sec\. 
Once more adieu. 

* This is a strong picture of Swift's manner« 
+ In Paris. 
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I^OU CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

SIR, PARIS, OCT. 28, 1716. 

XF I was to see you again, you would give twice as 
much as you offered six weeks ago, not to have seen 
me. By the same mie, you might afford something 
not to hear from me ; but the enclosed ♦ came this 
morning to me, and I could not send it away, with- 
out adding a few lines in the cover. They are not 
to put you again into the spleen, but only to ask how 
you do, and how you employ yourself? Do the great 
desi^s go on at Laracor ? Or have the rains put a 
stop to your improvements, as well as to my journey ? 
It will cost you but a penny, and a few minutes, to 
answer these questions ; and in return you shall know 
any thing you desire to know of me in my travels. I 
shall go on as soon as we have five or six days sun- 
shine to dry the roads, and make the finest country 
in the world supportable. I am laughed at here, 
when I talk of travelling, and yet of waiting for fair 
weather ; but to me the journey is the greatest part 
of the pleasure. And whereas my companion is con- 
tinually wishing himself at Rome, I wish Rome was 
a thousand leagues farther, that I might have more 
way to pass in France and Italy. 

If you will do me the favour to write to me, direct 
to be left with Mr. Cantillon, banker in Paris. 

I am, &V. 

* Tbe preceding letter of lord B. 
Vol. XL Go TO 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LORD^ DUBLIN, NOV. 13, 17 16. 

X HE reason I never gave your grace the trouble of 
a letter, was, because it could only be a trouble, 
without either entertainment or use ; for I aM so 
much out, even of this little world, that I know not 
the commonest occurrences in it ; neither do I now 
write to your grace iipon any sort of business, for I 
have nothing to ask but your blessing and favourable 
thoughts ; only I conceived it ought not to be said, 
that your grace was several months absent in Eog* 
land, without one letter from the dean to pay bis 
respects. My schemes are all circumscribed by the 
cathedral, and the libenies about it ; where nothiiig 
of moment happened since your grace left it, except 
the election of Mr. Chamberlain to St. Nicholas^ 
which passed quietly while I was absent in the 
country. I am purchasing a glebe, by the help of 
the trustees, for the vicarage of Laracor ; and I have 
vanity enough to desire it might be expressed by a 
clause in the deeds, as one consideration, that I had 
been instrumental in procuring the first-fruits ; which 
was accordingly inserted; but. hints were given it 
would not pass. Then the bishops of Ossory and 
Killaloe had, as I am told, a sum of money for their 
labour in that affair ; who, upon my arrival at 
London to negotiate it, were one of them gone to 
Bath, and the other to Ireland : but it seems more 
reasonable to give bishops money for doing nothing, 
than a private gentleman thanks for succeeding where 
6 bishops 
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bbhops have failed. I am only sorry I was not a 
bishop, that I might at least have got monejr. The 
tory clergy here seem ready for conversion^ provoked 
by a parcel of obscure zealots in London, who, as 
we hear, are setting up a new church of England by 
themselves. By our intelligence, it seems to be a 
complication of as much folly^ madness, hypocrisy^ 
and mistakej as ever was offered to the world. If it 
be understood so -on your side^ I cannot but think 
there would be a great opportunity of regaining the 
body of the clergy to the interest of the court : who> 
if they were persuaded by a few good words to 
throw off their fears, could never think of the pre- 
tender without horrour j under whom it is obvious 
ibat those refiners would have the greatest credit, 
and consequently every thing be null since the time 
of the revolution, and more havock made in a few 
monthi, dian the most desponding among the tories 
can jusdy apprehend from the present management 
in as many years. These at least are, as I am told, 
the thoughts and reasonings of the high church 
people among us : but whether a court, in the midst 
of strength and security j will conceive it worth their 
wbik to cultivate the dispositions of people in the 
du5t» is out of my reach. 

The bishop of Dromore has never been in town 
since he went to his diocese, nor does he say any 
thing of coming up. He is in good health. 

I was toM a week or two ago a confused story of 
the anatomy- lecturer at the college turned out by the 
provost, and another put in his place. I know not 
the particulars ; but am assured he is blamed for it 
both by the prince and your grace. I take the 
provost to be a very honest gentleman, perfectly 

G G 2 good 
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good nattired, and the kast inclined to speak 

others of almost any person I have known. He has 

very good intcnriotis ; but the defect seems to be, 

that hts views are short, various, and sudden ; and I 

have reason to think, he hardly ever makes use of 

any other counsellor than himself, I talked to him 

of this matter since it wju done, and I think \m 

answers satisfied me ; but I am an ill retaiticr of &cts 

wherein I have no concern : my humble opinion is, 

that it would be much to his own case, and of theifi 

who dislike him, if he were put into another station; 

and if you will not afford him a btshoprick, that yon 

will let him succeed some rich country dean. 1 1 

be confident that the pmvost had no other 

changing that lecturer, than a design of impr 

anatomy as far as he could ; for he would never hat 

made such a step as choosing the prince chancel 

but from a resolution of keeping as fair as he possibt 

could with the present powers, in regard both tohif^ 

ease and his interest ; and in hopes of changing i 

post, wherein^ to say the truth, he has been used bf 

judges and governors hkc any dog, and has suffered 

more by it in his heahh and honour, than I, with Iii 

patrimonial estate, would think it were worth . ttef 

has been one Whittingham, in an ordination sermoi^ 

calhng the clergy a thousand dumb dogs, aod treat 

ing episcopacy as bad as Boyse • ; yet no octiee 

all shall be taken of this, unless to his adi 

upon the next vacant bishoprick ; and wagcn « 

kid already, whether he or one Monk will be the 



* An eminent dissenting teacher, miniitcr of Wood Kictt J 
ing-housc in DuUin, who h rote leveril cicti In ^Titf rfj 
&enters« 




man. But I forget myself; and therefore shall only 
I add, that I anij with the greatest respect and truth, 
I my lord, 

K Your grace's most dutiful 

^^k ' and most humble servant^ &f. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

LONDON, SUFFOLK STREET, NOV. 22j 1? i6- 



1 READ yours of the thirteenth instant with great 
satisfaction. It is not only an advantage to you and 
me, that there should be a good correspondence 
between us^ but also to the publick ; and I assure 
you I had much ado to persuade people here^ that 
we kept any tolerable measures with one another ; 
much less, that there was any thing of a good inteU 
ligence : and therefore you judged right, that it 
ought not to be said, that in so many montlis I had 
not received any letter from you, 

I do a little admire, that those that should be your 
fastest friends^ should be so opposite to acknowledge 
the service you did in procuring the twentieth parts 
and first fruits : I know no reason for it, except the 
zeal I showed to do you justice in that particular 
from the beginning. But since I only did it, as 
obliged to bear testimony to the truth, in a matter 
which I certainly knew, and would have done the 
same for the worst enemy I had in the world, I see 
no reason why you should suffer^ because I among 
others was your witness. But be not concerned, in* 
G 3 gratitude 
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gratitude ts warranted by modern and ancient ctistom: 
and it 13 mof e honour for a man to have it &sked, wby 
he had not a suitable return to his merits^ than why 
he was overpaid. Bmefaien ei male attdire is the lot 
of the best men* If calumny or ingratitude could 
have put me out of 'my way, God knows where I 
should have wandered by this time. 

I am glad the business of St. Nicholas • is over 
any way: my inclmation was Mr. Wall; tint I 
might have joined the vicarage of Castlc^knock to 
the prebend of Malahidart ; which would have made 
a good provision for one man^ served the cures belter, 
and yielded more then to the incumbent, than it am 
do now, when in different hands. But I could not 
compass it without using more power over my clergy, 
than I am willing to exert. But as I am thankful 10 
you for your condescension in that affair, so I will 
expect that those, w^ith whom you have complied, 
should show their sense of it by a mutual return of 
the Hke compliance, when there shaU be occaam. 
Such reciprocal kind offices are the ground of mutual 
confidence and friendship, and the fuel that keepi 
them alive : and I think nothing can contribute mote 
to our common ease» and the publick good, than main- 
taining these between you and me, and with theclei^. 

We have a strong report, that my lord Bolingbroke 

will return here, and be pardoned ; certainly it rad^ 

not be for nothing, I hope, he can tell no ill story 

of you. I add only my prayers for yoUp and am, sir. 

Your most humble sen^ant, and brother, 

WILL, DUBLIN. 



* The desm and chapter of St. Painck's arc the approprt#tcin of 
tKac cfamcfa^ and have the right of bcstawir>| the cure gn whom tikcy 
please. 
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TO THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN. 



MY LORD, 



TRlMj DEC. 16, 1716* 



1 SHOULD be sorry to see my lord Bolingbroke 
following the trade of an informer: because he is a 
^person for whom I always had, and still continue, a 
'Yerj' great love and esteem. For I think, as the rest 
of mankind do, that informers are a detestable race 
of people, although they may be sometimes neces- 
iry. Besides, I do not sec, whom his lordship can 
'Inform against, except himself: he was three or four 
days at the court of France, while he was secretary ; 
and it is barely possible, he might then have entered 
into some deep negotiation with the pretender : 
although I would not believe him, if he should 
swear it ; because he protested to me, that he never 
mm him but once ; and that was at a great dlstancei 
in publick, at an opera. As to any others of the 
ministry at tliat time, I am confident he cannot ac- 
cuse them : and that they will appear as innocent 
with relation to the pretender, as any who are now 
at tlie helm, And as to myself, if I were of any 
importance, I should be very easy under such an ac- 
cusation ; much easier^ than I am to think your grace 
imagines me in any danger, or that lord BoHngbrokc 
should liave any ill stor)^ to tell of me. He knows^ 
and loves, and thinks too well of me, to be capable 
of such an action. But I am surprised to think 
your grace could talk, or act, or correspond with me 
for some years past ; while you must needs believe 
me a most false and vile man ; declaring ro you on 
all occasions my abhorrence of the pret^cnder, and 

G G 4 yet 
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yet privately engaged with a ministry to bring him 
in ; and therefore warning me to look to myself, and 
prepare my defence against a false brother, coming 
over to discover such secrets as would hang me. 
Had there been ever the least overture or intent of 
bringing in the pretender, during my acqusuntance 
with the ministry, I think I must have been very 
stupid not to . have picked out some discoveries or 
suspicions. And although I am not sure I should 
have turned informer, yet I am certain I should have 
dropped some general cautions, and immediately* 
have redred. When people say, things were not 
ripe at the queen's death ; they say, they know not 
what. Things were rotten : and had the ministers 
any such thoughts, they should have begun three 
years before; and they, who say otherwise, understand 
nothing of the state of the kingdom at that time. 

But whether I am mistaken or not in other men, I 
beg your grace to believe, that I am not mistaken in 
myself. I always professed to be against the pre- 
tender ; and am so still. And this is not to make 
my court (which I know is vain) for I own myself 
full of doubts, fears, and dissatisfactions ; which I 
think on as seldom as I can : yet if I were of any 
value, the publick may safely rely on my loyalty ; 
because I look upon the coming of the pretender as. 
a greater evil, than any we are likely to suffer under 
the worst whig ministry that can be found. 

I have not spoke or thought so much of party 
these two years, nor could any thing have tempted 
me to it, but the grief I have in standing so ill in 
your grace's opinion. I beg your grace's blessing, 
And am, 6fr. 

JONATHAN SWIFT- 
TO 
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HAVE been here 



TRIM^ DEC. 2% 1716* 



days. 



finish the 



some 
chase of a glebe for my country pansli- 1 prevailed 
on a gentleman to alienate twenty acres for 200L to 
be had from the trustees of the first fruits. He tlien 
sets me twenty-three acres more for 999 years. Upon 
these last twenty- three acres, I am, by agreement, to 
lay out the said 200L in buildings and to give tlic 
gentleman immediately 55/. out of my own pocket, 
and to pay him 14L per annum^ for ever, which is 
near the value of the whole forty acres ; these last 
twenty-tliree acres, after I have built and improved^ 
I design to leave my successors ; who will then have 
forty-three acres of good glebe, with house, gardens, 
&c. for 14/. per anminu I reckon to lay out of my 
own money about 25oA and so to be an humble 
imitator of your grace, Imgo miervalh* This expe- 
dient was a project of Dr. Raymond, minister of 
this town, to deal with a Jew, who would not lessen 
his rent-roll to save all the churches in Christendom, 
Dr. CoghiUj and every body else^ approves the thing; 
since it is a good bargam to the church, a better to 
the gentleman, and only a bad one to myself; and I 
hope your grace will have the same thoughts. 

Since I came down here, I received the honour of 
a large^ and therefore an agreeable le^cr, from your 
grace, of November 22- I have reason to think 
myself hardly dealt with by those of the side in 
powefj who will not think I deserve any place in 

your 
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your good thoughts ; when they cannot but kiKwr, 
that, while I was near the kte ministry » I was a 
common advocate for those they call the whigs^ lo a 
degree, that a certain great minister told nic, I had 
always a whig in my sleeve ; neither did I ever fiul 
to interpose in any case of merit or compas&ian^ by 
which means several persons in England ^ and 9cmt 
in this kingdom, kept their emplo)Tiienit, for I can- 
not remember my lord Oxford ever rdtised mt a re* 
quest of that kind. And for the rtst> your gnce 
may very well remember, that I had the honour of 
corresponding with you, during the whole period, 
with some degree of confidence : because I know 
your grace had wiished the same things, but differed 
only in opinion about the hands that should effect 
them. It was on account of this conduct, that 
certain warm creatures of this kingdom, then in 
London, and not unknown to your grace, had the 
assurance to give me broad hints that I was proridiJig 
against a change ; and I observe those very men, arc 
now the most careful of all others^ to creep as far as 
they can out of harm's way. 

The system of new zealots, which your grace C3C* 
tracted, must be very suitable to my principles^ who 
was always a whig in politicks. I have been told, 
that upon the death of the last nonjuriog bishopi 
Dodwell and his followers thought the schism at ^ 
end. My notion was^ that these people began to 
set up again, upon despair of their cause by the re- 
bellion • being brought to an end i else their poli- 
ticks are, if possible, worse than their divinity. 



* The rebdllofi in Scotland, in the year 17151 in fiivour eTilie 
prec^ndcr. 

Upon 
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Upon the whole, it is clear, that the game is entirely 
in the hands of the king and his ministers; and I 
am extremely glad of your grace's opinion^ that it 
will be played as it ought : or, if we must suffer for 
a name, howererj 1 had rather be devoured by a lion 
than a rat. 

That maxim of the injuring person never forgiving 
the person injured, is, I believe, true in particulars, 
but not of communities. I cannot but suppose that 
the clergy thought there were some hardships and 
.grounds for fears, otherwise they must be very 
wicked, or very mad ; to say more, would be to 
enter into dispute upon a partj^ subject; a dog or a 
horse knows when he is kindly treated : and besides, 
li wise administration will endeavour to remove the 
vain, as well as the real fears of those they govern, 

I saw the provost yesterday in this neighbourhood, 
and had some little talk with him upon the occasion 
of the bishop of Killaloe's death ; I believe he would 
accept of the deanery of Derry, if Dr. Bolton the 
dean should be promoted ; but I said nothing of it 
to him; I believe he has written to Mr, Molyneux *, 
I find, since he cannot be trusted with a bishoprick, 
that he desires to leave his station with as good a 
grace as he can ; and that it may not be thought that 
what he shall get is only to get rid of him. I said in 
general, that such a circumstance, as things stood, 
was hardly worth the quiet of a man's whole life; 
and io we parted, only with telling him I intended 
to write to your grace, in answer to a letter I had 
from you, 

* Samuel MoTjrneux, c£q«, a gtntkmanof greal abUmei snd large 
propen^r in Ireland, secretary to ihe prince of Wales, chanceliof of 
the uniYer&ity of Dublin, 

FROM 
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FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

SIB, LONDO!^, JAN. 12, I71O-I7. * 

About two months ago I sent you a very long 
epistle, and was in hopes you would either have 
made us a visit, or have let us hear from you. Since 
you have done neither, we must flatter ourselves that 
yoawill be better the new year than the former. 

Our friend Prior, not having had the vicissitude of 
human things before his eyes, is likely to end his 
days in as forlorn a state as any other poet has done 
before him, if his friends do not take more care of 
him than he did of himself. Therefore, to pre^'ent 
the evil, which we see is coming on very fest, we 
have a project of printing his Solomon, and other 
poetical works, by subscription ; one guinea to be 
paid in hand, and the other at the delivery of the 
book. He, Arbuthnot, Pope and Gay, arc now with 
me, and remember you. It is our joint request, that 
you will endeavour to procure some subscriptions: 
you will give your receipts for the money you re- 
ceive, and when you return it hither, you shall have 
others in lieu. There are no papers printed here, 
nor any advertisement to be published ; for the whole 
matter is to be managed by friends in such a manner 
as shall be least shocking to the dignity of a 
plenipotentiary. 

I am told the archbishop of Dublin shows a letter 
of yours, reflecting on the high flying clergy.. I 
fancy you have writ to him in an ironical style,. ^d 
that he would liave it otherwise understood. Tliis 

will 
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ivill bring to your mind what I have formerU^ said to 
you on that figure. Pray condescend to explain this 
matter to me. The removal of my lord Townshend 
has given a little spirit ; but tliat will 5oon flag, if the 
king, at his return, does not make farther changes. 
What measures his majestj- will take is uncertain ; 
but this we arc very sure of, that the division of the 
whigs h so great, that, morally speaking, nothing 
but another rebellion can ever unite them. Sunder- 
land. Stanhope, and Cadogan arc of one side ; 
Townshend, Walpole^ Oxford, Devonshire, and the 
chancellor*, on the other. The latter seem at pre- 
sent to be strongest ; but when the former appear 
with a German reinforcement, they will undoubtedly 
turn the balance- They are both making their court 
to the tories, who, I hope, will be a body by tlicm- 
selves, and not serve as recruits to cither of tlie other 
two. Lord Townshend's friends give out, that Ins 
disgrace is owing to refusing four things, ^viz, to keep 
up the army; repeal the limitations of the succession* 
act ; to send money to Germany for carrying on a wa? 
against Sweden ; and to attaint lord Oxford, When 
lord Sunderland ^ comes ovcr^ he will probably cry 
* whore again,' and endeavour to saddle lord Towns- 
hend in his turn. For these reproaches now are like 
that of Jacobitism in former reigns. We arc told, 
that lord Bolingbrokc has permission to stay in 
France, notwithstanding the late treat)", provided he 
retires from Paris, 

• WiUiaiDf eifl Cowper, 

f By whose mrrigves Jord viscount Towmhcnd hiA b«ci3 fc* 
moved from the post of lecrttiry of ttitCi whkli wis gtveii to 
Jamef Suni^q}?^ mfrcrw^d Ctrl 5citihe^ 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KINa 



MY LOED, DUBLIN^ MAECH 01 17J6-I7* 

± HAD yesterday the honour of a letter from your 
grace, wherein you first mention Mr, Duncan's acd- 
dent| who^ as it falls out, is quite recovered, and 
they say is since better of his asthma : I belicvei 
whenever he dies, I shall be in some difficulti^i 
although I am wholly indifFcrent who may succeed 
him, provided he may be a deserving person ; unlesi 
I might say, that my incUnations are a little turned 
to oblige Mr. Dopping *, on account of his brotbcTi 
for whom I have always had a very great esteetiu It 
will be impossible for me to carry any point against 
that great majority of the chapter, who are sure to 
oppose me whenever party interferes : and in those 
cases I shall be very ready to change my nomiai* 
tion, only choosing those I least dislike among such 
as they will consent to : wherein, 1 hope, I shall 
have your grace's approbation. 

About a week ago, I wrote to your grace m rela- 
tion to the provost. My lord bishop of Dromorci, 
Dr. Coghill, and I, were yesterday using our rhcto- 
rick to no purpose, — The topick he perpetually ad- 
heres to is, that the court offers him a deanery, b^ 
cause they look upon him as a man they caaiiol 
trust; which, he says^ affects hi$ reputation: tbathc 
professes to be as true to the present king, as any 
person in employment : that he b^ always shown 

^ Dr, Doppinf was nutSc bUhop of Oftaoiy es %j^i, md died 
the ycir following, 
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himself so : that he was sacrificed by the tones in 
the late reignf on account of the dispute in the 
college, and other matters : that he publickly argues 
and appears against the same party now, upon all oc- 
casions; and expects as little favour from them, if 
CTcr they should come into power, as any man now 
in employment. As to any hints dropped to him of 
any danger or uneasiness from parliament br visita- 
tion, he declares himself perfectly safe and easy ; 
and if it might not affect the societ)^, he should be 
glad of such inquiries, in order to vindicate him* 
self: that he should like the deanery of Down full 
as wellt and perhaps better, than the bishoprick of 
Dromore, provided the deanery was given him in 
such a manner, and with some mark of favour and 
approbadon, that the world would not think he was 
driven into it as a man whom the king could not 
trust; and if any such method could be thought on, 
he would readily accept it t that he is very sensible 
he should be much happier in the other starion, and 
mch richer, and which weighs with him more, that 
It would be much for the present interest of the col- 
lege to be under another head : but that the sense of 
his own loss of credit prevails with him above all con- 
siderations; and that he hopes in some time to con- 
vince the world, and the court too^ that he has been 
altogether misrepresented • 

This is the sum of his reasoning, by all I could 
gather after several conversations with him, both 
alone and with some of his best friends ; who all 
differ from him, as he allows most of his acquaintance 
do, I am no judge of what consequence his removal 
may be to the service of the college, or of any 
favours to be shown it. But, I believe, it would be 

no 
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no difficult matter to find a temper in this affair : (at 
instance (I speak purely my own thoughts) if the 
prince woul(} graciously please to send a fevoun^le 
message by his secretary^ to offer him the deanery^ 
in such a manner as might answer the provost*s diifi* 
culty. I cannot but think your grace might hiing 
such a thing about ; but that I humbly leave to yioor 
grace. 

. My lord bishop of Dromore received letters yester*» 
day from your grace, and the bishop of Deny, with 
an account of his succeeding to Clogher, of which I 
am sure all parties will be exceeding glad. 

I wish your grace a good journey to the Bath, and 
a firm establishment of your health there. I am, 
with the greatest respect, my lord. 

Your grace's most dutiful 

and most humble servant, 

J, SWIFT. 

Not knowing but your grace might be gone to the 
Bath, I have mentioned something of the provost's 
affair, in a letter this post, to my lord bishop of 
Derry. 



TO THE SAME. 

MY LORD, DUBLIN, MARCH 22, I716-I7. 

jL our grace's letter was a long time before it 

reached me ; for I was several weeks in the country, 

dispatching the affair of the glebe, which, however, 

is not yet quite finished. Your grace does righdy 

1 conceive 



DR. SWIFT. 465 

conceive the nature of my purchase, and that I am 
likely to be 200/. poorer for it ; only I shall endea- 
vour to lose by degrees, which is all I have for it. 
I shall endeavour, as much as I can, to prevent the 
evil you foresee of my successors neglecting my im- 
provements, and letting them all go to ruin. I shall 
take the best advice I can, and leave them to be 
fools, as well as knaves, if they do so ; for I shall 
make so many plantations and hedges, that the land 
will let for double the value ; and after all, I must 
leave something to fortune. 

As to what your grace mentions of a practice in 
the late reign, of engaging people to come into the 
queen's measures, I have a great deal to say on that 
subject, not worth troubling you with at present; 
farther than that I am confident those who pretend 
to say most of it, are conscious their accusation is 
wrong : but I never love myself so little as when I 
differ from your grace ; nor do I believe I ever shall 
do it, but where I am master of the fact, and your 
grace has It only by report. 

I have been speaking much to the provost about 
the deanery of Derry, or whatever other employ- 
ment, under a bishoprick, may be designed him 
upon these promotions. I find Dr. Coghili has been 
upon the subject with him, but he is absolutely 
positive to take nothing less it present ; and his ar- 
gument is, that whatever shall be given him now, 
beneath the station his predecessors were called to, 
will be a mark of his lying under the displeasure of 
the court, and that he is not to be trusted ; whereas 
he looks upon himself to have acted with principles 
as loyal to the present government, as any the king 
employs. He . does not seem to dislike either the 

Vol. XI. H h deaneries 
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deaneries of Dcrry or Down, but is persuaded it will 
reflect upon his reputation i and unless it could be 
contrived that he miglit have some mark of iavour 
and approbation along witli such a preferment, 1 
believe your grace may be assured he will not accept 
it. I only repeat what he says to me, and what I be- 
lieve he will adhere to. 

For my own part, who am not so refined, I gave 
my opinion that he should take what was given him; 
but his other friends differ from me, and for aught 
I know, they may be in the right ; and if the court 
thinks it of consequence that the present pmvost 
should be removed, I am not sure but a way amy be 
found out of saving his credit, which is all he seecm 
to require ; althougli I am confident, that if he were 
a bishop, the government might be very secure of 
himi since he seems wholly fallen out with the toric$,T 
and the tones with him ; and I do not know any tmn, 
who, in common conversation, talks with mom zeal 
for the present establish men t^ and against all opposefs 
of it, than he. The only thing he desires at present 
in his discourse with me, is, that no proposal of a 
deanery should be at all made to him, but that he 
naay go on as he is, until farther judgment shall be 
made of him by his future conduct* 

I thought it proper to say thus much to your grace, 
because I did not know whether you and he perfectly 
understood each other. 

I hear your grace intends this spring for the BalK 
I shall pray for the good of the church, that you may 
then establish your health* I am, with the groitest 
respect. 

Your graced most dutiful and most humble servant^ 

J.SWIFT- 
AniO0g 
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Among other things^ the provost argued, that Dr, 
Foster was promoted to a bishoprick from being a 
fellow; and therefore he must conclude^ that 
offering him a less preferment, is a mark of dis- 
pleasure ; with which circximstance he is deter- 
mined not to leave his present station « 



TO THE SAME, 



MY LORD^ MAOHEfiLYN, MAY 23, l?!?- 

I OUR grace's letter of March 23d was brought to 
me at Trim, where I went a month ago to finish my 
lease and purchase for my country parish. In some 
days after, I met my lord bishop of Clogher at 
Drogheda, by appointment; we went together to 
Clogher, where he was enthroned, and after three 
days came to tliis place, where his lordship is settling 
every thing against the coming of the new bishop, 
who is expected here next week. My great business 
at Clogher was to seduce his lordship to lay out 
2000/* in a new house, and for that end we rode 
about to find a situation, I know not whether I shall 
prevail; for he has a hankering after making addi- 
tions to the old one, which I will never consent to, 
and would rather he should leave all to the generosity 
of a successor. My notion is, that when a bishop, 
with good dispositions, happens to arise, it should be 
every man's business to cultivate them. It is no ill 
age that produces two such ; and therefore, if I had 
H H 2 credit 
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credit with your grace and his lordship, it should be 
all employed in pushing you both upon works of 
publick good, without the least mercy to your pains 
or your purses. An expert tradesman makes a few of 
his best customers answer, not only for those whom 
he gets little or nothing by, but for all who diem 
his debt. 

I will suppose your grace has heard of Mr. Dun- 
can's death. I am sure I have heard enough of it, 
by a great increase of disinterested correspondents 
ever since. It is well I am at free cost for board and 
lodging, else postage would have undone me. I 
have returned no answer to any ; and shall be glad 
to proceed with your grace's approbation, which is 
less a compliment, because I believe my chapter are 
of opinion I can hardly proceed without it. I only 
desire two things ; first, that those who call them- 
selves my friends may have no reason to reproach 
me ; and the second, that in the course of this mat- 
ter, I may have something to dispose of to some one 
I wish well to. 

Some weeks before Mr. Duncan's death, his 
brother in law Mr. Lawson, minister of Galtrim, 
went for England, by Mr. Duncan's consent, to 
apply for an adjoining living, called Kilmore, in 
Mr. Duncan's possession, and now in the crown by 
his death. I know not his success; but heartily 
wish, if it be intended for him, that the matter might 
take another turn : that Mr. Warren, who is land- 
lord of Galtrim, might have that living, and Kilmore 
adjoining, both not 150/. and Mr. Lawson to go 
down to Mr. Warren's living, in Clogher diocese, 
Worth above 200l. But this is all at random, be- 
cause 
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cause I know not whether Kilmore may not be 
already disposed of, for I hear it is in your grace's 
turn. 

I heard lately from the provost, who talked of 
being in the North in a month ; but our Dubhn 
account is, that they know not when the deanery is 
to be given him. I do not find any great jo^ in 
either party, on account of the person, who, it is 
supposed, will succeed him*. The wrong custom 
of making that post the next step to a bishoprick, 
has been, as your grace says, of ill consequence; 
and although, as you add, it gives them no rank, 
yet they think fit to take it, and make no scruple 
of preceding, on all occasions, the best private 
clergyman in the kingdom; which is a trifle of 
great consequence when a man's head is possessed 
with it. 

I pray God preserve your grace, for the good of 
the church and the learned world ; and for the hap- 
piness of those whom you are pleased to honour with 
your friendship, favour, or protection. I beg your 
grace's blessing ; and remain, with the greatest truth 
and respect, my lord. 

Your grace's most dutiful 

and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

♦ Dr. Richard Baldwin. 
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FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

SIR, LONDON, JUNE 15, 1717* 

JUAST night I received yourt of the 5th instant ; 
and since you tell nie I am your only correspondent, 
I think I ought to be the more punctual in my re- 
turns, and the more full in what relates to our fiicnds 
here. You will see by the publick prints, that 
Monday next come ee'nnight is appointed for the 
trial of my lord Oxford, and that no less than six and 
twenty doughty members are appointed to manage 
it. The lords have likewise settled the whole forms 
of the proceedings. My lord has asked, that two 
lawyers more might be added to his coimsel : yet 
is all this but a farce ; for there is not a creature 
living who thinks he will ever be tried ; for they 
publickly own, that they neither have, nor ever had, 
any evidence ; and laugh at impeachments, and at- 
tainders, and party gambols ; and say, that all peo- 
ple deserve to be so punished, who presume to dis- 
possess the whigs of their indefeasible right to the 
administration. But since he is not to be tried, the 
^ncxt question is, in what manner he is to be brought 
off, so as to save the honour of his prosecutors ? I 
think it will be by an act of grace. Others say, it 
will be by the commons asking more time, and the 
lords of their party agreeing to refuse it. But as we 
are wholly ignorant of their intentions, it is possible 
neither of these guesses may be right, and that they 
may keep him yet another year in prison ; which my 
lord Marlborough seems passionately to desire. 

Wc 
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Wc labour here under all the disadvantages in the 
world in every respect ; for the tide of party runs 
still very strong every where, but in no place more 
than in Westnunster-hall. Those on this side, whose 
honour and interest both require that all people, who 
pay obedience, should be protected, seem to want a 
capacity to govern; and the similitude of circum- 
stances between the ♦ and the regent, render 

the latter a firm ally, contrary to the natural interest 
of France. Thus wc arc secure from any foreign 
enemy. 

I agree with you, that Snape's letter -f* is really 
but a letter, and that it is much too short and too 
slight for such a subject. However, hb merit was 
great, in being the first to give the alarm to his 
brethren, and setting himself in the firont of the 
battle against his adversaries. In those respects^ his 
letter has had its full effect. 

I desire you will be as quick as you can in the 
assistance you intend Prior; for those who subscribed 
here, are impatient to have their books; and we can- 
not keep it off much longer, without passing for com- 
mon cheats. Dr. Arbuthnot, and Mr. Charleton, 
and I, remember you often. Lady Masham always 
asks for you very affectionately. By the way, I am 
perfectly restored to grace there, and am invited to 
their house in the country. As soon as lord Ox- 
ford's aifair is over, I intend to go amongst my 
firiends in the country, not to return hither till about 

* The king should probablj fill the blank. 

f To the bishop of Bangor, Dr. Hoadlf > oocaskxied by hit 
lordship's sermon preached before the king 00 Nfarch 3^, 17 17, 
* concerning the natore of the kingdom and church of Christ.' 

HH 4 Michaelmas. 
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Michaelmas. But if you will direct to me at my 
house in town, your letters will be conveyed to me, 
wherever I am. Mr. Rochfort* seems to have a 
great many good qualities, and I am heartily glad he 
has met with success. Adieu. 



FROM THE SAME. 



LONDON, JUNE 18, I?!?. 

JliAVING acquainted you in my letter of last post, 
that It was the universal opinion the commons would 
not proceed to the trial of my lord Oxford, I think 
myself obliged to tell you, that we begin now to be 
something doubtful; for the managers, who are 
twenty-seven in number, strenuously give out, that 
they shall be ready to proceed on Monday next. 
Therefore, if you have any thoughts of coming over, 
let not any thing, which I have said in my last, have 
any weight with you to alter that resolution. I am 
wholly taken up with the men of the law, and there- 
fore have nothing to say to you at present upon any 
publick matters. I shall only just trouble you with 
one word relating to a private aftair. My brother is 
chaplain to sir Charles Hotham's regiment, which is 
now ordered to Ireland. If you could find any young 

• Lord chief baron of the exchequer in queen Anne's reign. 
See in vol. VII, " The Country Life," written by the dean while 
he was spending part of a summer at the house of George Rochfort, 
esq., son of the lord chief baron. 

fellow, 
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fellow, who would buy that commission, my brother 
thinks his patron, my lord CarHsle, will easily pre- 
vail with my lord duke of Bolton for leave to dis- 
pose of it. I should be very glad you could find 
him a chapman. 



FROM THE SAME. 

LONDON, JULY 2, 1717. 

1 HAVE the pleasure to inform you, that lord Ox-r 
ford's impeachment was discharged last night, by the 
unanimous consent of all the lords present ; and, as 
nearly as I could count, their number was one hun- 
dred and six, the duke of Marlborough, my lord 
Cadogan, lord Coningsby, and a few others of the 
most violent, having withdrawn themselves before 
the lords came into Westminster-hall. The acclama- 
tions were as great as upon any occasion ; and our 
friend, who seems more formed for adversity than 
prosperity, has at present many more frjends than 
ever he had before, in any part of his life. I be- 
lieve he will not have the fewer, from a message he 
received this morning from the king, by my lord 
chamberlain, to forbid him the court. You know 
the prosecution was at first the resentment of a party; 
but it became at last a ridiculous business, weakly 
carried on by the impotent rage of a woman, (I mean 
of my lady Marlborough) who is almost distracted 
that she could not obtain her revenge. 

lam 
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.1 am now going out of town, with an intention to 
roll about from place to place, till about Michaelmas 
next. If you write to me, direct to me hither as 
usual, and your letter will be conveyed to me^ where- 
ever I am. 

Dr. Arbuthnot, Mr. Charleton, and Mr. Currey, 
have dined with me to day, and you have not been 
forgot. I was in hopes we should have seen you 
ere this. The doctor says, you wait for the act of 
grace. 
, Is it so ? I hope to see you by next winter. 



FROM MR. PRIOR*. 

DUK£ STREET, WESTMINSTER, 
DEAR SIR, JULY 30, 1717. 

1 HAVE the favour of four letters from you, of the 
ninth, thirteenth, sixteenth, and twentieth instant. 
They all came safe to me, however variously direct- 
ed ; but the last to me at my house in Duke street, 
is the rightest. I find myself equally comforted by 
your philosophy, and assisted ^by your friendship. 
You will easily imagine, that I have a hundred things 
to say to you, which for as many reasons I omit, and 
only touch upon that business, to which, in the 
pride of your heart, you give the epithet of sorry -f-. 

♦ Endorsed, "Received Aug. 6, 1717. Answered the same 
day.'* 

+ Subscriptions for Mr. Prior's poems, procarcd by tbe den. 
The subscription was two guineas. 

I return 
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I return you the names of thosej who have been kind 
enough to subscribe, that you may see if they arc 
rightly spelt, and the just titles put to them, as hke- 
wise if it has happened that any has subscribed for 
more than one volume* You will please to look 
over the catalogue. You see that our calculation 
comes even, the gentleman's name that desired it be- 
ing omitted. I am sensible that this has given you 
too much trouble ; but it Is too late now to make 
an apology* Let Mr* Lewis^ who is now with me, 
do it for me^ at what time, and in what manneri he 
pleases, I take it for granted, that whatever I write^ 
as whatever is writ to me, will be broke open ; so 
you will expect nothing from me, but what you may 
have as particularly from the postboy. We are all 
pretty well in health. I have my old whoreson cough, 
and I think I may call it mine for life. The carl * is 
semper tJent, Lord Harley is in the country. Our 
brotherhood is extremely dispersed; but so as that 
we have been three or four times able to get as many 
of the society together, and drink to our absent 
friends, I have been made to believe, that we may 
sec your reverend person this summer in England ; if 
^Q^ I shall be glad to meet you at any place ; but^ 
vvheo you come to London, do not goto the Cocoa* 
tree, (as you sent your letter) but come immediately 
to Duke street, where you shall find a bed, a book, 
and a candle : so pray think of sojourning no where 
else. Pray give my service to all firiends in general* 
I thinkj as you have ordered the matter, you have 
made the greater part of Ireland list themselves under 
that number. I do not know huw you can recom* 



• Of OxfoRi 



pense 
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pcnse them, but by coming over to help me to cor- 
rect the book which I promise them. 

You will pardon itiy having used another hand, 
since it is so much better than my own ; and, believe 
me, ever with the greatest truth, dear sir, yours, 

M. PRIOR. 



TO ROBERT COPE, ESQ *. 

SIR, DUBLIN, JULY Q, 17^7* 

I RECEIVED the favour of your letter before I 
came to town ; for I stayed three weeks at Trim after 
I left you, out of perfect hatred to this place, where 
at length business dragged me against my will. The 
archdeacon, who delivers you this, will let you 
know I am but an ill solicitor for him. The thing* 
is indeed a little difficult and perplexed, yet a willing 
mind would make it easy ; but that is wanted, and 
I cannot work it up. However, it shall not be my 
fault, if something be not made of it one time or 
other ; but some people give their best friends reason 
to complain. I have at a venture put you down 
among poor Mr. Prior's^ benefactors ; and I wonder 
what exemption you pretend to as appears by your 
letter to Mr. Stewart. It seems you took the thou- 
sand pounds a year in a literal sense, and even at that 
rate I hope you would not be excused. I hope your 

* A gentleman of learning, good family, and fortune, and a 
great admirer of Dr. Swifr. 
t Prior's poems were then printing by subscription, 

sheep 
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sheep shearing in the county of Louth hath esta- 
blished your health i and that Dr. Tisdell, your 
brother of the spleen, comes somerimes and makes 
you laugh at a pun or a blunder. I made a good 
many advances to your friend Bolton * since I came 
to town, and talked of you ; but all signified nothing; 
for he has taken every opportunity of opposing me, 
in the most unkind and unnecessary manner; and I 
have done with him. I could with great satisfaction 
pass a month or two among yoUj if things would 
permit • The archdeacon carries you all the news, 
and I need say nothing- We grow mighty sanguine, 
but my temper has not fire enough in it. They 
assure me that lord Bolingbroke will be included in 
the act of grace ; which, if it be true, is a mystery 
to me. 

You must learn to winter in town, or you will turn 
a monk, and Mrs* Cope a nun ; I am extremely her 
humble servant, 

I have ventured to subscribe a guinea for Mr, 
Brownlowe, because I would think it a shame not to 
have his name in the list. Pray tell him so. 

I doubt whether Mrs. Cope will be pleased with 
the taste of snufF I sent her. 

Present my humble service to your mother and 
brother ; and believe me to be^ with great truth and 
esteem^ sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

J, SWIFT, 

• Dr* TTwophtlu* Boltoo* 



FROM 



nsm 



neat ^g^g^ £AKL OF OXFORD. 

▲UG. 6, 1717* 




me taste the coqtcn 
: CKxd vidi a greater relish, than 
bd&g dunned with it id our 
Tliree of your letters 
i» mf ikaiid&. The first about two 
wf SOB keeps as a £unUy menu- 
\ anipod ance the first of July. 
^Mf MTT X rcrx msa^ tob, but I delayed writing in 
fijc- '.ii u tt ^ £^^^*^^ ^ perfect answer about my go- 
iig a BaoapEair; bsi tbe trath is, the warmth of 
psr3 is so £ff fiom abating, that I 
br :rj tnenis to go into Cambridge- 
re Tsc are too jest not to believe you will 
be wrkyigy besbcr aaj ooe in the world. The long- 
iog jrcGT pakis hare to see you must be submitted 
w oe scgsKot 3rourscIf makes of all circumstances. 
At present liiis scexns to be a cocker climate than your 
kL&ad s ukely to be, when they assemble, &c. Our 
irnptrimre to sec you should not draw you into un« 
ea^ness. We long to embrace you, if you find it 
may be of ao iococivenience to yourself. 



FROM 
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FROM MR. PRIOR. 

HEATHROP^ AUG. 24, 1717. 

X OURS, my good friend, of the sixth, finds me 
in Oxfordshire with the duke of Shrewsbury, which ^ 
would sooner have been acknowledged, had I stayed 
in London. Before I left that pious city, I made 
due inquiries into the methods and regularity of your 
correspondence with the earl*. He has received 
your letters ; he will answer them, but not to day, 
sicut oUhu Nothing can change him. I can get no 
positive answer ftom him, nor can any man else ; so 
trouble yourself no more on that head than he does. 
He is still in London, and possibly has answered 
you, while I am a litde arraigning his neglect ; but 
in all cases liberavi animam meanu 

I wish you were in England, that you might a 
little look over the strange stuff, that I am to give 
our friends for their money. I shall be angry if you 
are near and not with me ; but when I see you, that 
weighty question may easily be decided. In the 
mean time I am taking your good counsel, and will 
be in the country as much as I can. 

You have found two mistakes in the list, but have 
not corrected them. I presume we shall have it of 
the best edition, when you send the list back again ; 
of which, I say, no haste is required. 

• Of Oxfprd. 
6 Give 
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Give my service and thanks to all friends ; reserve 
only to yourself the assurance of my being, beyond 
expression, my friend, yours, &c. 

M. PRIOR. 



FROM MR. ADDISON. 

DEAR SIR, MARCH 20, 1717-1 8. 

Multiplicity of business and a long danger- 
ous fit of sickness have prevented me from answering 
the obliging letter you honoured me with some time 
since : but, God be thanked, I cannot make use of 
cither of these excuses at present, being entirely free 
both of my office * and my^asthma. I dare not how- 
ever venture myself abroad yet, but have sent the 
contents of your last to a friend of mine (for he is 
very much so, though he is my successor -)•) who I 
hope will turn it to the advantage of the gentler m 
whom you mention. I know you have so much zc.il 
and pleasure in doing kind offices for those you ^ ish 
well to, that I hope you represent the hardship of the 
case in the strongest colours, that it can possibly 
bear. However, as I always honoured you for your 
good nature, which is a very odd quality to celebrate 
in a man who has talents so much more shming in 

♦ Of secretary of state, which post Mr. Addison resigned on the 
fourteenth of March, 171 7.1 8, and h?.d a pension granted him of 
one thousand five hundred pounds a year. 

f James Craggs, esq. 

the 
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the eyes of the world, I should be glad if I could any 
way concur with you, in putting a stop to what you 
say is now in agitation. 

I must here condole with you upon the loss of that 
excellent man, the bishop of Derry *, who has scarce 
left behind him his equal in humanity, agreeable 
conversation, and all kinds of learning. We have 
often talked of you with great pleasure ; and, upon 
this occasion, I cannot but reflect upon myself^ who, 
at the same time that I omit no opportunity of ex- 
pressing my esteem for you to others, have been so 
negligent in doing it to yourself. I have several 
times taken up my pen to write to you, but have 
been always interrupted by some impertinence or 
other; and to tell you unreserv^edly, I have been 
unmlling to answer so agreeable a letter as that I re- 
ceived from you, with one written in form only ; but 
1 must still have continued silent, had I deferred 
wriringj till I could have made a suitable return. 
Shall we never again talk together in laconick ? 
Whenever you see England, your company will be 
the most acceptable in the world at Holland house^, 
where you are highly esteemed by lady Warwick » 
and the young lord; though by none any where 
more than by, sir, your most faithful and most obedi- 
ent humble servant, 

J. ADDISON. 



• Dr. Sr. George Ashe, formerly fellow and provost of ihe 
university of Dublin, who had been Swifr$ mtor at Dublin college, 
Hz wa& made bishop of Clogherj jane j|j '697* and trinsj^ted to 
Dcriy, Feb. ^7, 17x6. 

f The dean had lodgings at Kensington in the summer of tjtz 
{see vol* XV, p, 306) i and Mr. Addisoti lived there at the same 
time, being some yeari before his marriage with the countess of 
Warwick- Lysons, voL III3 p, iSi. 

Vol, XL i ' FROM 
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^<rcd. This is not all; 

'sfer to us an entire 

"met titles, that 

• ^xthe begin- 

" by re- 

i pray 

i receive 

appointed my 

ad has as much 

4S governing Eng- 

le is still in town, 

^s into Herefordshire. 

le Bath, and as soon as 

fairs of the printing press, 

well call it) I shall go into 

fank you, is pretty good. My 
drink very often to your hcahh, 
' friends here ; and am always, wirli 
ftuth and afFectioOj dear sir^ your obliged 
jedient servant, 

M. PRIOR. 



FROM THE SAME. 



DEAR SIU^ MAY 29j 1713, 

J HAVE received yours of tlic Oth, with the list 

corrected, I have two colon and comma men* 

We correct, and design to publish, as fasr as the 

i nature 
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FROM LORD HARLEY. 

APRIL 12^ 17 J8* 

His lordship writes to the dean, ^* that he hopes to 
see him at Wimple this year ; that lord Oxford was 
wellj and talked of going into Herefordshire." He 
adds, " Your sister* is obliged to go to Bath, presents 
her humble service, and desires you to accept of t 
little etui, I beg you will not deny me the fevour 
to take the snuiFbox, which comes along with it to 
supply the place of that which was broke by accident 
some time ago, I am, with tme respect, your most 
humble servant and brother, 

harley:' 



PROM MR, PRIOR- 



DEAR SIR, 



MAT !, 1718^ 



A PRETTY kind of amusement I have been eft- 
gaged in ; commas, semicolons, italicks^ and capi- 
tal s* to make nonsense more pompous, and furbelow 
bad poetry with good printing. My friends' lettoii 
in the mean time, have lain unanswered ; and the 
obligations I have to them, on account of the very 



* Lidv Hatley ; so called from tier husband being ■ 
irith Swift ol" the club w^hich talltd thcmsclvei brochcri. 
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book itself^ are unacknowledged* This is not all ; 
I must beg you once more to transfer to us an entire 
list of my subscribers, with their distinct titles, that 
they may, for my honour, be printed at the begin- 
ning of my book. This will easily be done by re- 
vising the list, which we sent to you, I must pray 
of you, that it may be exact. The money I receive 
of Mitford as mentioned in your last. 

The earl of Oxford has not at all disappointed my 
expectations. He is semper idemy and has as much 
business to do now, as when he was governing Eng- 
land, or impeached for treason. He is still in town, 
but going in a week or ten days iato Herefordshire, 
Lord and lady Harley are at the Bath, and as soon as 
I ^all have settled my affairs of the printing press, 
(sad business ! as you very well call it) I shall go into 
^the country to them. 

My health, I thank you, is pretty good. My 
courage better. I drink very often to your health, 
with some of our friends here ; and am always, wirii 
the greatest truth and affectionj dear sir, your obliged 
and most obedient servant, 

M. PRIOR, 



FROM THE SAME. 



DEAR SIR, 



MAY 29, 17 la. 



1 HAVE received yours of the 6th, with the list 

corrected, I have two colon and comma men. 

We correct, and design to pubUsh, as fast as the 

i nature 
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nature of this great or sorry work, as you call it| 
will bear ; but we shail not be out before ChristmaS| 
80 that our friends abroad may complete their col- 
lection till Michaelmas, and be returned soon enough 
to have their names printed iind their books got 
ready for them. I thank you most heartily for what 
you have been pleased to do in this kind. Give 
yourself no farther trouble : but if any gentlemaOf 
between this and Michaelmas desires to subscribe, 
do not refuse it. I have received the money of 
Mr. Mitford* 

I am going to morrow morning to the Bath^ to 
meet lord Harley there. I shall be back in a month* 
The earl of Oxford is still here. He will go into 
Herefordshire some time in June, He says he wijl 
write to you himself. Am I particular enough ? 
Is this prose ? And do I distinguish tenses ? I have 
nothing more to tell you, but that you are the hap- 
piest man in the world j and if you are once got 
into la hagalelh\ you may despise the world* Beside 
contriving emblems, such as cupids, torches, and 
hearts for great letters, I am now unbinding two 
volumes of printed heads^ to have them bound to- 
gether in better order than they were before. Do 
not you envy me ? For the rest, matters continue 
skui dim, I will not tell you how much I want 
cannot tell you hoxv well 1 love you. 
Write to me, my dear dcan^ and give my sen^ice to 
all our friends.. Yours ever^ 

M. PRIOR. 
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PART OF AN ANSWER FROM CADENUS 
TO VANESSA, 



,F you knew how many litde difficolries there am 
in sending letters to you, it would rcmorc five parts 
in six of your quarreh But since you lay hold of my 
promises, and are so exact to the day, I shall pro- 
mise you no morej and rather choose to be better 
than my word than worse* I am confident you came 
chidiog into the worlds and will continue so while 
you are in it. I wonder what Mobkin* meant by 
showing you my letter, I will write to her no more, 
since she can keep secrets no better. It was the first 
love letter I have writ these dozen years ; and since I 
have so ill success, 1 will write no more. Never was 
a belle passion so defeated* But the governor, I 
hear, is jealous; and, upon your word, you have a 
vast deal to say to me about it. Mind your nurse- 
keeping 1 do your duty, and leave off your huffing. 
One would think you were in love, by dating your 
letter August 29, by which means 1 received it just a 
month before it was written. You do not iind I 
answer your questions to your satisfaction : prove to 
me first that it was even possible to answer any thing 
to your satisfaction, so as that you would not grumble 
in half an hour. I am glad my writing puzzles you, 
for then your time will be employed in finding it outs 
and I am sure it costs me a great many thoughts to 
make my letters difficult. Yesterday 1 was Iialf way 

* Mist Mary VinhDatrigb, Se«, in ¥oU XIIj a letter j diKd 
Octobet tji 1710. 

toward 



